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LIFE 

O F 

LORD CLIVE, Baron Plassey. 


O N the part of the nabob he confirmed and 
ratified the treaty which he had formerly 
concluded with the company upon his elevation to 
the Nizamut, engaging to regard the honour and 
reputation of the company, their governor and 
council as his own. Indeed there was a great ana- 
logy between Mecr "Mahomed, (detcflable maxims 
of politics,) and the Servants of the company ; the 
honour and reputation of his mailers and himfelf 
were equally contaminated. 

He confirmed to the company the grant of 
Burdwin, Midnaporc and Chittagong, fordefraj- 
ing the expences of their troops He ratified the 
privilege granted them by their firmaun of carry- 
ing on their trade by means of their own duftuck 
free from all duties, taxes rnd impofitions in all 
parts of the country ; the art cle of falc excepted ; 
on which a duty of two and a I tlf per cent was ro 
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b- levied on' the rowan a or Hoogly market-price. 
He gave the company half the laltpetre u htch is 
produced in the country of l’urnca, which their 
gomafiahs were to And to Calcutta. The other 
half was to be collt&cd by the nabob's fouzdar’for 
the ufeof his officers, and no other perfon was to 
make purchafcs of this article in that country. 
The lime made at Silbcrt for the fpice of five years, 
at the joint expenecs of the contrafling parties, 
fhall be equally divided betwixt them : he was al- 
lowed to maintain twelve thoufand horfe and twelve 
rhoufand foot m the three provinces; if thcro 
ibould be occafion for more, the number may be 
incrcafed by confcnt of the governor and council 
proportionally to the emergency : befides thefe 
the farces of the Eogltfh company were al« ays to 
attend him, when wanted.' He engaged to advife 
the governor and council wherever he fhould hx his 
court, either at Murfhadabad or elfewhcre*, and he 
was empowered to demand what number of KngHfii 
forces he might have occafiou for in the manage- 
sinent of his affairs. He might have been fure that 
they fhould be allowed him, as ofeen as their own 
intereft fuggefied them to interfere in his public 
tran factions. An Englifh gentleman was to refide 
with him to tranfaft all affairs between him and the 
company ; and a perfon was alfo to refide on the 
nabob’s part at Calcutta, to* negotiate with the 
governor and council- It is known that the Eng- 
lish refident at the durbar was a fpy on the nabob’s 
aftions and his attendants. 

The late pervannah’s blued by Cofilm Ally 
Khawn, granting to all merchants the exemption 
of all duties for the fpacc of two years, were to be 
reverfedand called in, and the duties collected as 
before. 
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By the finnson, -granted by the mogul F urrulcfeer 
to the EngUfl), to fecute them ftom the oppref- > 
Boas of fubotdtaate gorertiments ( they traded by 
their duftuck duty free* Upon the diflolution of 
tbe Mogul empire, the provincial government of' 
Bengal became alio independant : where the Eng-, 
hjb trade growing extremely extenfive, the pri- 
vileges granted them < by the duftuck became a 
notorious abufe, which in eft eft made them the 
monopohrers ot all trade, even from tbe natives off 
the country. * ’ 

The nabob, Mcer Cofiim, very fcnfible that* 
fuch w as the cafe, and finding difficulty to fettle 
any plan with the Enghlh, which had not a tcn-i 
dency to opprefs his own fubjefts, abohftied alldu-. 
ties for two years : he was foon after depofed ; and 
as this abolition of duties, ferved to put the na~ * 
lives on the fame footing of trade with the Eng- « 
lifh company and their fervants, therefore this ar- 
ticle of the prefent treaty was made, that Mecr 
Coflim’s pervanah’s fhould be recalled,' and that 
the duties Ibould again be paid by the natives, 
while the Englith were exempted. 

The nabob was caufe the rupees coined in 
Calcutta to pafs in every refpeft equal to the ficcars 
of Murfhadabad, without any deduftion of Batta; 
and whofoever ihould demand it was to be pumfti- 
cd. , , 

He gave thirty lacks of rupees to defray all the 
expences and lofs accruing to the company from 
the war, and ftoppage of their inveftment, and en- 
gaged to reimburfe to all private perfons, the a- 
mount of fuch Ioffes proved before the governor 
and council, as they might have fuftained in. their 
* < v ' trade 
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trade in the country. In cafe he fhould not be 
able to cUfchatge this in ready money, he was to 
give afiignments of lands for the amount. 

He engaged to conform and to renew the treaty 
which he had formerly made with the Dutch, if the 
French came again into the country ; lie was not to 
allow them to eredl any fortifications, maintain 
forces, hold lands, zemindaries ; but they were to 
pay tribute, and carry on their trade as in former 
times. This treaty was figned at Fort William 
on the 29th of July, 1763, by MefTrs. Vanfttart, 
Carnac, Cillers, Mailings, Marriott, and Watts, 
The nabob Mcer Jafficr, agreed by. another 
treaty to pay the company five hundred thoufand 
rupees per month, during the war with the nabob 
Sujah al Dowlah. He was fo fenfiblc of the infta- 
bility of his grandeur, and the fluctuating coun- 
cils of Calcutta, according to the private views of 
the chiefs of this fettlemcnt, made him fo appre- 
henfive of Pome new revolution againft. him, that 
he requefted them to write in a proper manner to 
the company ; and alfo to the king of England, the 
particulars of their mutual friendlhtp and union, and 
procure for him writings of encouragement, that 
his mind may be a flu red from that quarter, that no ’ 

' breach may ever happen between him and the 1 
Englifli; and that every governor, counfellor and 
chief of the Englilh that are here, may be well di£ 
pofed and attached to him ; and fincc all the Eng- 
lilh gentlemen attired of his friendly difpofition to 
the company had confirmed him in the Nizamur; 
he requefted, they would give their credit and af- 
* fent, to what ever he might at any time write ; nor ' 

. regard the ftories of defigning men to his prejudice, 

that • 
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that all his affairs might go on with fucce'fs, dnd 
no oration afilj for jealouiy or ill will between 
them 

He b ggedthatno protection be given by any 
of the Lngltfli gentlemen to any of his dependants, 
who may Hj for (belter to Calcutta, or other of 
their di tn&s, but to deliver them op to him on 
demand He defirtd* that the gorraftahs of the 
company may attend to the la vful trad., of thwte* 
fadtort^s, and it any ot them lhould act oth rvvife* 
that they might be checked in filch a manner ns 
to be an example to others 

brom phe neighbourhood of Calcutta to Hoogly, 
and many of their per h unnan$ b ordering upon 
each other, it had happen 1, it at on complaints 
being made, people went agaudi the t na us ot 
hi country, which are generally b>th huiband- 
m-n, ani Tunufa*turcrs 4 to me prejudice of thd 
buhnefsofehe fircar, wherefore he begged, that 
ttrift orders be given th t no perfons be lent from 
Calcu t3 on the uo nplamts of any one upon my 
tenants, but thatonfuch occaHons application bo 
mnde to him or the Naib of the t ourdary of 
Hoogly, that th** compnnv may be fubjefl: to no 
leffer devaluations, and if iny of the traders v w hd 
belonged to the office of coftoms and have fetd d 
in Calc tcra, fhould b ciehrous of returning to 
Hoogly, nnd carrying on their bull nek there as 
formerly, tint no one 'houl l m th m Chan- 
dernagorf' and tht, 1 «.nch ficlory had be*n prs- 
fen to lohim bv colov 1 Clive and giv n by him 
m charge to \meer B-y Kha n, fir this renfoa 
he hope i^that find orders (hall be given, that no 
i.nghrh gentknnn exerctle any awhontv therein* 
'ol HI, £ ' but 
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but that it fhould remain as formerly under the ju- 
rifdislton of his people 

He declared he fhould expect, whenever he 
fhould have occaflon to demand any forces from 
the governor and council for his afliftance, chat 
they lhould be immediately -font to him, and no 
demand made on him for their expenccs.” 

The prefident and council of Calcutta, did agree 
to all rhefe propofols, and fet their hands to in Port 
William, Jul) 10th 1763. 

The nabob Jafficr Ally Khawn, gave a note for 
payment of five lacks per month, for expenses of 
the company’s troops, during the war with Sujah al' 
Dowlah. / 

The account of the money fettled for the cx- 
pences of the Europeans and lea-pays, the artillery 
and the railing of the cavalry was to be paid, till 
(he removal of the troubles with the vi2ier, vjz : 

3 n the province of Bengal, at Mur- 
- fhadabad — — — 300,000 

In the province of Bahar, at Patna - 200,000 

Total rupees 500,000 

The nabob included in the aforefaid fum, what- 
ever balance might be due from him on account 
of his former agreement with the company. 

In regard to the articles figned by the prince 
Ally Gahar, in the character of tmperor, it was, 
impcfiible, circumflanced as he was, that he fhould 
refufe to accept them ; therefore the country of 
■Ghazipore and the reft of the zemindary of Bul- 
' vamfing, belongings to the.nizamut of the nabob 

Sujah. 
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Sojah at Do.vUh, affigned to the Englifti company, 
as well as the regulation and gore rn men t thereof, 
given co ' their adpoial, might be confidered as 
grants of their own, fince the prince was at their 
'entire ddpoial, and was 'compelled to fubmit to 
whatever terms they impofed upon him ; he was 
even forced to content that the revenues of the 
Kabh BuUvantfing zemmdary, fhovrid no longer 
belong to the books of the roy al revenue, but fhould 
be expunged from them. This is the fir ft inftance 
of a king of Hindoftan, giving up the molt ClTen- 
nal part of his royal prerogative; as notwithftand- 
ing the troubles of the empire, and the partition 
of the provinces amongft the viceroys become in- 
dependanr, tnat revenues were always fuppolcd to 
belong to the books of the Toyal revenues of 
which the king of Dehly was reputed to have the 
entire management and difpofal. 

The only mftance in which the king Shah Allum 
fpoke as a fovereign, was on the condufion of the 
imperial firmaun, by uh'ch he grants to the com- 
pany, Glaerpore, Banaras, &c. It becomes the 
company, fays he, to (hew their grateful fenfe of 
our royal favours, and ‘to exert thcmtelves to tho 
‘utmoft, in the proper management and regulation 
of the country to encourage and befriend our fub- 
je&s ; to pumfh the contentions and expel the re- 
bellious from their territories. They muft ufe theic 
beft endeavours to promote the welfare of our peo- 
ple, the hufbandmen, manufacturers and other in- 
habitants, to prohibit the ule of things of an intox- 
toxicating nature, and fuch as are forbidden by 
the law of God ; in driving our enemies, and in 
deciding caufes, and fettling matters^ agieeably tp 

the 



I «* T 

rules of Mahomed and the law of the empire t 
fo that the inhabitants rra\ a; ply thcmfelvcs with 
peace of mind and faiisfadtion to the culth atjon of 
jhe country, and exrrctfe of other their pmfcflions, 
anti that the weak may not labour upekr oppreflion 
and i it)!* nee. 1 hey t»i!l confider thefe as our drift 
injunctions. 

It is nuntfeft at the fame time, that Shah A Hum 
hunfftf, coafidered his imperial dignity, little 
mors than nominal, ns he had no fijfTuirnt autho- 
rity to irforce the laws without the concurrence of 
the company ; who, in (aft, allowed him all the 
exterior honours ot a monarch, w hi lit they wire in 
the full pofiefrton of all the pov.er, and ruled 
Without controul. 

Xo compleat the force, the company's fervants 
concluded a treaty, with- Najam al Dowhji, on 
their inverting him with the nabobihip of Bengal, 
on the death of his father Mcer Jnfrer Ally Kluwn; 
the ftipu!at ; ons of the goternor and touocil were 
to fgcure to the nabob Najani al powlabj the no- 
minal fubahdary of the provinces pf Bengal, Bahar, 
and Onfla, sr.d to fupport him therein with the 
company’s forces againil all his enemies 1 hat is 
jo feiure to themlehes this lovereignty, and ro 
maintain their ufurpanon, againfj all their enemies 
they engaged to keep a (landing army • the y oun'T' 
prince con'd not be an objtfi ot envy, but rather* 
of companion, as he was abfoluteU partite in alj- 
the public jranfa&icns of h>$ pretended nizamur 
they knejv the neceflity of keeping up at all times* 
fuch forces as might be necefiajy , eSlftuaUy, tq 
proteft thefe provinces from hoflile infults. ’\ help 
mv- T #5» Vrtb *tft >'h mean? <S\ h/tence. 
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«.«a n ot even to 'allow him a proper guard to fup- 
porchis csgnttv, and fuch a number bf troops as 
were recjuiiite for the lupport of the civil officers 
of fits g jvermrent, and the bufinefs of his colkclt- 
pns through the different ddlricts.* < * 

They farther promifed, that in confidcration) the 
nabob lliuuld continue to affift in defraying the ex- 
traordinary expenccs nf the war, that was carried 
on againft bujah al Dowlah, with hve lacks of ru- 
pees per month, whtch'wss aarced to by hi*s father, 
that whatever fums might be hereafter received of 
the' king, on account of their afiiftance afforded in 
the war, ’ifcould be repaid by the nabob. , 

The nabob on his part, in coniideration of the 
ignominious 1 objection, in which he was kept by 
the governor and council, which they called nfiil- 
rance and t p r ote£tton ; and for fecuring to him the" 
fucceflion in the fubahdary of Bengal, Bahar, and 
Orifla held by his father, and fupponing him againft: 
all his enemies ('though he had none but thofe of 
the company; agreed and engaged to perform and 
ratify the treaty which Ins father had formerly con- 
cluded with the company, ' 

The fecond article was dictated to this young 
and unexperienced prince, by his imperious mafteis, 
to ferve their anjoitious views. The nabob was 
directed to dec V re, that confidering the weighty 
charge ot government, -and how tffenttal it was for 
himfclf, for the welfare of the country and for the 
company's bufinefs, * that he ihould have a perfon 
who had experience therein to advifeand afiilt him ; 
„ did aj»ree to have one fixed with him, * with the 
advicc of the governor and^council, in the ftation 
pf Naib Subah, >vho fliojj Id 'have ‘accordingly im- 
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mediately under him the chief management ct all 
affairs , and as Mahommcd Roza Khawn the Natb 
of Decca, bad m every relpcct his approbation, 
and that. of the governor and council, lie did fur* 
ther agree that this truft Ihou'd be cor' rred on 
him, and that he would not difplace 1 im without 
the approbation of thefe gentlemen , and in cafe 
any alteration in tins appntn m rt fhould hereafter 
appear adufeable, that a o timed Rtza Khaivn, 
pruvi le 1 he had acquitted hnaf-lf v ith fidelity m 
his adminiftrauon, fhould in Rich caft be retaliated 
in the Naibflnp of Decca, with the fame authority 
as heretofore 

This article needs no commentar), it is marifeft 
that the young prince was not allowed the choice 
of his officers and fei\ants, they were to be ap- 
pointed or removed according to the will of the 
governor and council, and the nabob was partite 
m all the public nd domeflic tranfadhons of the 
Hate and his houfhold, which were conduced by 
the tupreme at Calcutta 

In the third article it was ftipuhted, that the bil- 
finefs of the collections of the revenues, fhould un- 
der the Kaib Subah.be divided into two or more 
branches, as might appear proper , and as the na- 
bob v as made to lay, that he hid d e fulled depen 
dcnce and confidence on the attachment of the Lng- 
hfh* and their regard to his mtertft and dignity, 
of winch he was clefirous to give them every tcfti- 
mony he further confented, that the appoint- 
ment and difmiffion of the Mutfeddees of thefe 
branenes, and the allotment of their fevcnl dif 
trtfls, fhould be with the approbation of the go-, 
vvrmt anj council and confidermg how much 

men 
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men of his rank and Hanoi were olhered to trufi 
\o the eyes and recommendation of the fervants a- 
boutthem; and Iidvr liabU to b'j deceived ; he 
further declared, it vns his wilt that the governor 
and council fhouM be at liberty to objeCt and poinc 
out to him when improper people were minified, 
or where the officers and fubjtdts were opprdTed, " 
and that he would pay a proper regard to fuch 
reprefentations, that his affairs might be conduced 
with honour ; his ptople every where be happy, and 
their grievances be redreffed. 

As the company’s fervants promded thcmfclves 
to derive great advantages from the collections of 
the revenues, they had contrived to have them di- 
vided infeveral branches, that they might be em- 
ployed in this practicable bufinefs. Indeed, as the 
)Oung nabob was at their mercy,, he was obliged 
to acquiefce to their injunctions in regard to his 
very mutfeddees, which lucrative offices the Fng- 
lifh themfelves intended to fill. Indeed, he was 
too much obh^ed to (hew an implicit faith for the 
.company, which muff: have had the '•/eaneft; opi- 
nion of his underftanding, if they thought he did 
not perceive their prof’s deceit and impofmon. The 
governor and council was at liberty to approve or 
rejeCt the choice he had made, even of lus menial 
fervants, and an attachment to their mailer was im- 
puted a crime and ptmilhed as fuch. They wiihed 
to be the very- inftrunients of epprefiion, as the 
nabob durft not call them to account ? and the 
people wetefure never to have their grievances re- 
drefied, whdft their tyrants were their judges. 

He confirmed to the company as a fixed refourcc 
for defraying the ordinary expences of their troops, 

* Burdu-an, 
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Etirdwan, Midnaporeand Chittagong as ceded by 
his father ; and agreed to pay the fum of five 
lacks of rupees for their maintenance out of hts 
ire-duty ; whtlft the exigency of the company’s 
affairs for keeping up lb large an army continued* 
When the company’s occafions would admit a di- 
minution of the expences they were put to, on ac- 
count of thefe troops,' he hoped the governor would 
then relieve him from fuch 1 proportion of this ?f- 
fignment, as the increafed cxpenccs incurred by 
keeping up the whole force neceffary for the de- 
fence of the provinces would admit of •, and as he 
vas perfuaded to elleem the company's troops as 
hts own ; he maintains only fuch as were immedb 
ately neceffary for the dignity of his perfon and 
government, and the bulinefs of his coUeftions 
through the provinces. 

He ratified befides, and confirmed all the trea- 
ties of his father. Having engaged, if he fhould 
occasionally remove toother places m the provinces, 
to have always the books of the fircarkept and the 
buftnefs conducted at MurHiadabad, the fiat of his 
government, under the infpefrion of the Englifh.’ 
He confentcd, wherever he was, that an ErgUfb 
gentleman fhould rdide with him, to tranfaft all 
affairs between him and the company ; and that a 
perfon of high rank fhould alfo relide on his pare 
at Calcutta, to ncgociate with the governor and 
council. ^ The company infilled that there fhould 
be no Europeans whatever entertained in his fer- 
vice; and if there were any, they fhould be im- 
mediately dilmtffed. 

The interference of the Englifh Eaft-India. 
company 's in all iha wars 2nd conccR s of efte coun-^ 
' * ^ try 
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|fy powers, and the afliftancc they ocCafionally give 
(o their temporary allies, to fubdue princes, who 
live in frifendthip and alliance with other European 
ftaces, and have with them a commercial inter- 
tourfe, has given great offence to otir rivals' in 
trade fettlfed m the Carnatic. 

• The little kingdom of Tanjore lying to the Eafl: 
df lyladura, has lately been transferred to r one of 
the company’s Vaffals, who is to lend his name to 1 
all the public tranfaftions, whilft the EngUfh (hall 
fivay oVer-his dominions as they do in tl^e Bengal 
provinces ; and whenever he (hall prove refractory 
’to forward their oppreflW meafures, he will be; 
fc6~dottbt depofed, and perhaps lofe his life with his* 
acquifitions. The foil of Tanjore is fertile, and its 
princes were rich and hofpitable to all trading na- 
tions. Within it lies the Dutch fortrefs of Nega- 
patam; and the Danifh fettlement of Tranquebar. 
In 1612, Chriltiarn IV, king of Denmark efta- 
blifhed'an EalVIndia company at Copenhagen, 
and foon after four (hips failed from thence to thfc 
Eaft-Indies. The hint of this trade was given to 
hisDanilh majefiy by James I, of England, who 
mat tied a princefs of Denmark; and in 1617 they 
built 2nd fortified a cafUe andtOwn at Tranquebar; 
bn the coaft of Coromandel. The. fecurity which 
many of the Indians found under the cannon of 
this fort, invited numbers of them to fettle here ; 
To that the Danifh Eaft-India company Were foon 
rich enough m pay to their king a yearly tribute of 
, ftp jhoufand rix-dollars. The company however 
titling to become rich all of a fudden, ih 1 620 
Endeavoured to pofiefs themfelves of the ? fpicc 
frade at Ceylon ; but were defeated by the jPortu- 
• Vot. IH. 1 C cueze ; 
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eruezfe : the truth is, they foon cmbr6iled themfclves 
with the native Indians cn all hands ; and had it 
not been for the generous afiiftance given thetn by 
Mr Pitt, governor of Fort St. George, their fet- 
tlement at'l ranquebar tnuft have been taken by the 
rajah of Tanjore. Upon the dole of the wars of 
Europe, after the death of Charles XII. of Swe- 
den, the Danifh Eaft Irdia company found them? 
felves fo much in debt, that they publifhed pro- 
pofaU for a new fubfeription, for enlarging their 
ancient capital ftock, and for fitting out Hiips - to 
Tranquebar, Bengal and China, Two years after 
4 his Danifli majefty granted a new charter to his 
Eaft India company, with vaft privileges, and for 
fomc time it’s commerce was carried on with great 
.vigour. The Danes over-awed by the great fupe- 
xiority of the Englifn on that coaft have afted with 
.fuch prudence and moderation, as not to give the 
leaft umbrage to the new commercial fov^reigns of 
( the Eaft ; but when they faw the ruin of the 
prince who afforded them protection efiefted, they 
looked upon their eftablilhment at Tranquebar as 
a precarious poffeflion, which perhaps they will 
not think worth their, while to, preferve, with all 
the claufes and reftriftions the Knglifh company 
will lay on their commerce. The reduction of Tan- 
jore, like all other conquefts of the Englifti com- 
pany, in the peninfula of Indus, has been fuggefted 
by the reftlefs ambition and avarice of fome of their 
military fervants, who know* that war is for them 
a profitable trade ; and never want pretenceTto car- 
ry on their hoftile defigns againft the neighbouring 
ftates, when flimulated by the prolpe& of wealth 
and plunder. The expedition againft the kingdom 
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of Tanjore'had been planned in the beginning of'> 
year 1 774, and the nabob Mahommed Ally Kha\vn» 
a man qualified in every refpetfl to kcond the am- 
bitious views of Ins allies, marched the beginning 
of July with an fcnghfh army to Tanjorc, and laid 
fiegc to this capital, it was defended^ for two 
months with great fpirit and refolution, till at 1 all 
the gariifonexhaufted by fatigue and lickncfs, dill 
determined to baffle the -attempts of their enemies ; 
ran the rifk of an ailault, in which the place was 
carried, the king taken prifoncr, and that king- 
dorn, one of the mod ancient of the coaft of Coro- 
mandel, .was extinguifhed. All the horrors and 
calamines that dcfcncdcfs inhabitants can fuffer 
from a licentious foldiery, concluded a dreadful 
feenc of carnage, plunder and deflation. The 
infatuated Indnrs looked* upon this place as invin- 
cible, it being the center of their idolatry. 

The Danifb mifiionarics who have been remarka- 
bly zealous in propagating the gofpel in Tanjorc 
and the neighbouring provinces, had civilized feve- 
ral tribes of Indians, in introducing amongft therji 
morality and the chrifUan virtues 

Some attribute to lord Clive, a plan prefented 
to Mr. Pitt, for eflabhfhing’in India a powerful 
empire: from the mouth of. the Ganges to the 
Gulph of Cambiya. Had this proieft which was 
really practicable, though not perhaps confident 
with good policy and diametrically oppofite to all 
notions of equity, been adopted bv government 5 
lord Clive in gratifying his own pride and ambiti- 
oh, will) the hopes in that cafe, of being appoint- 
ed a viceroy of all the rich peninfula oflndus, did 
not confiderall the obftacitsand difficulties, which* 
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theEnglifh nation fliould have met In the execq- v 
‘non of this llupendous enterprize, which had. no 
doubt infpired all' the powers of Eurppe withjea- 
Joufy and indignation, on fuch alarming aggrandize-' 
ment, and engaged them to 5 unite againftus. Ac- 
cording' to his lordfhip’s afpiring views, theEaft' 
India company fhould have been either annihilated, 
or reduced to its original fubje&ion and infignifi-' 
cancy. ‘All the commerce of India, courted by all 
trading nations in the world, with the higheft ma- 
terials of luxury, would jiave centered in England. 

The French,' ‘Dutch, Darnfh and Portuguefe * 
fettlements on both the Coromandel and Malabar 
coafts, taken from thefc maritime flares, with per- 
mifiion only to have confuls refident at certain fixed 
places, for a commercial jntercourfe. 'His lord- 
fhip engaged to pay in ten years the national debt,* 
with the Gani and Raalconda, diamond mines ad- 
ed to the treafures of Indoftan. * The feat of empire 
fhould have been at J Galconda, and the penmfula 
within the Ganges, divided into eight provin- 
ces, with governors, fubordmatc to the viceroy 
and 'accountable to him for their conduct and ad- 
miniftration. ' He required only a few officers of 
tried abilities, hnd a certain number of ferjeanrs 
trained up , to military difeipline, incorporated 
with fea-poys, of which an army of thirty thou- 
fandmen was to be kept in conftant pay, without 
Britifh troops. ‘ Both coafts were to be guarded by 
a chain of forts, from Calcutta round Cape Com- 
picran, tp Surat, the iflandof Cylon, thought to 
be by nature, the richcft a'nd fineft in the world ; 
was to be conquered in part, from the Dutch and 
^\e natives ; as it produces the moft prccious,arti- 
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pies of commerce ; fuch as long pepper, fine cor- 
don, Ivory, (ilk,, ebony, mufk, cryfial, falt-petrc, 
fulpher, lead, fteel, befides excellent cinnamon, 
gold'and filver, and all kinds, of precious ftoncs, 
except diamonds. AU the nabobs and rajahs were 
to be reduced to the condition of lords with allot- 
ed domains, butdivefted of all fovercign authori- 
ty*. The valuable fifhery of Madura, was recom- 
mended to the protection and -encouragement of 
the government. The mines were to be under 
the infpeftion of a Britifii officer, and ail diamonds 
above a* certain weight; were to belong to the 
crown ; as a proof of the practicability and perman- 
ency of fuch a feheme, his iordfhip mentioned 
the great influence we had already acquired m In- 
dia; that-the Gcntoo? were entirely palfive in all 
the revolutions of their, government. That the 
Mahometans ignorant and treacherous as they 
were, did not appear to havcia violent attachment 
to any religious principle, and were abjcCt enough 
to live under any form of government, that wc 
fhould be pleafed to preferibe ; nor were they in 
any condition to difpute an authority fupported in 
the name of the Britifii empire. That their dif- 
ferent principles manifefted the impofiibiUty of 
effecting a union of their forces, cfpccially under 
a mild government, that could not drive, them in- 
to defperate meafures. Had the war continued, it 
is not improbable that a great man at the head of 
affairs, might have adapted part of this plan, to 
fupply thecxigences of got eminent at fuch a junc- 
ture ; however, this was never difeuffed in the 
king s council, nor propofed ,to the legifkture: 
and like many other wild and extravagant projects 

indit 
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indicate more ambition and avarice than wifdont 
and equity. * , * 

As lord Clive is eflentially concerned in the 
narrative of the conduct of Sir Robert Fletcher in 
theEaftlndies, which will throw a light on his lord^ 
Ihip’s tranfaftions ; we lhall here fubmit to the < 
judgment of our readers, what Mr, Strachey, - 
iccretary to lord Clive, has publilhcd concerning/ 
the mutiny of the officers of the army in Bengal, 
as worthy of oblervation. It was in confequencc 
of the mutinous conduit with which Sir Robert 
was charged, that he was difmitTed the fervicc. 
Mr. Strachey ’s narrative came to the knowledge , 
of Sir Robert Fletcher, fome time before his lait 
appointment in the Eaft. India company’s fervicc; 
he demanded ofiord Clive a copy of it; and Mr. 
Strachey refufmg it,- agreed to Sir Robert’s peru- * 
fal of it. As Mr. Strachey confelTed that this 
narrative was haftily penned in his v oyage from • 
Bengal, in 1767*; where he was ading as fecreta- 
ry to lord Cliv c, -who was at that time on board 
the fame fhip ; it is, to be fuppofed it was written 
under the xnfpe&ioir of that nobleman, as the 
whole fuhject in queftion, lies between lord Clive 
and Sir Robert Fletcher ; confcqwcntly Mr. Stra- 
' chey cannot be looked upon in ano f her light, than . 
a tranferiber, who had left at the diferetion of his 
mailer, his name and reputation, to'obtain'that 
credit, which neither of them could fingly pro- 
cure. 

Ifi confequencc of this Bate of things, his' 
lofdihip is tnjuftice to be conlidered as the real 
author; and Mr. Strachey as an editor, fubferibed 
his name to ir, out of cegicri for. hfoou/fo-. HnA 

lord 
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lord Clive been called upon by the cofttmUtse of 
fecrecy, tojuftify his conduct in the caufe of the 
mutiny, no juft exception could have been aken 
to Mr. Strachey becoming an evidence of the 
truth: but no fuch fubjeCt of enquiry was necefla- 
tjly to be brought before that' committee * it re- 
lated to the double batta, with which fubjetft an 
account of the mutiny at leaft, of Sir Robert 
Fletcher's being dUmifted from the fervicc on this 
occafion, formed no part. -Lord Clive had redu- 
ced the bitta, and Mr. Strachey wanted his lord* 
fhip’s evidence, in regard to the circumftance of 
doubling and reducing that payment Sir Robert 
was tried for mutiny, and tdifmiffcd the fervicc in 
1 7 66 . , He was reftored to the company’s fervice as 
fecortd in command of the troops at Madras. All 
remembrance and efFcft of the Combination of the 
officers was funk in oblivion, in regard t6 Sir Ro- 
bert •> but no time can efface the imprefiions of vin- 
dictive rcfolves, levelled at the heaven-born gene- 
ral. Lord Clive, confcious that Sir Robert could 
' contradift every material circumftance which re- 
flected ( difhonour on histonduft, recurred to his 
ufual arts. Sir Robert was then employed in effa- 
cing the Injuftice of thac ignominy/ which" his 
lordfhipand the court-martial- had endeavoured rtx 
fix upon him. The previous malignity of lord 
Gltve deftroyed the very defignsof his malevolence', 
as the baft-India company perceived his lofdftiip’s 
motives, which induced them to reflorc them to 
their favour. It is manifeft that the charaCteriftic 
lord Clive] was pride and envy; next to his lord- 
Ihips rapaciuufnefs, contempt of the rights of in- 4 
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jured prtrtces» and absolute infcnfibility to iKe cd- 
amities of human kind. 

On the fubjett of mutiny and difniiflvon of Sir 
kobert Fletcher; on the tranfa&ion that pafled iti 
the Eift India houfe, March 3d, 1768 ; the opi- 
nions of the generals, Lawrence and Caillaud; 
called for by the general court, differed, fo widely 
from thofc of the majority of the court martial; 
which were confirmed by the governor and council 
of which lord Clive and general Carnac were two; 
that the court of direttots, defined the general 
court to delay coming to any refolution thereon; 
till they had had time fully to confider how far the 
company's intereft might be affefted by any refo- 
lution repugnant to the fentence of a court mar- 
tial of officers, and confirmed by the governor and 
council. It was then lefolved, that the consideration 
of the faid motion, as to Sir Robert Fletcher, be 
poftponed until the next general court. At a ge- 
neral court, April 8th, 1768 ; the directors ob-_ 
ferved, that the court was appointed to confider of 
the following motion, made at the laft court, \ rLi 

“ That it is the opinion of the court, that Sir 
Robert Fletcher do now receive the public thanks 
of the company, for his judicious and prudent 
conduit, and that he be immediately reftored to' 
that rank, in our fervice, which he would have, 
- held, fuppofing him not to have been dlfmiffed,”. 

I mil ft beg leave to obferve, that the Conduit of 
the directors in this, as in many other occafions \i 
ridiculous and contradi&ory, as they Should never 
difmifs from their fervice, ’an officer of high rank, 
without proofs of his negleit or want of capacity,; 
and Vivr/g reftored afttavmdv to their favour, vs 
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4n infunce of their variability ; which qUalitJ* 
inay be commend ible iti a man of the world, bUC 
not in a commercial company j 

This mottbn had been riiade by Mr. Corn- 
wall, at tho* preceding general court. On the 
making of the motion Sir Robert Fletcher him- 
ielf, though t'propcr to move, that the preceding 
motion be amended as follows. Viz : t{ That it is 
the opinion ‘of the court, that Sir Robert Flfctchcr 
be immediately reflored to that rank in the com- 
j) ally’s Service, which he would haVe held fuppo- 
ling him not to have been difmificd.* 1 
r * r By this amendment, Sir Robert tnodertlv de- 
clined the thanks for his femdes, and dt fired to 
be reftored only folds foimei' rank; in which fca- 
tion, he behaved with the fivill and courage be- 
coming the command he held. Had the fifft mo- 
tion paffed in the affirmative the character df his 
lordlhip, both as a general and a mad of honour, 
mull have been greatly unpaiicd, if not totally 
demol lllied, and with regard to fame of the gen- 
tlemen in Bengal, his lordlhip was, at the time of 
Sir Robert’s trial, in\elbd with fuch abfolute 
powers, arid didnbuted his rewards and punifh- i 
ments, with fo liberal a hand to all men, accord- 
ingly as the/ obeved or rejected his dictates. Nei- 
rhtrwerc the members ot the court martial, pro- 
per perfons, as the mutiny act directs. Some of 
'hem h id b *en engaged in personal dilputes with 
♦’ir Robert and others ; his lordlhip^ particular 
lrlcnds Acre hrgcl, benefited, both in rink and 
emolument, b;, Sir Robert’s removal from thd 
fen. ice. It cannot be a fubjcct of fin prize, than 
it was neither recommended by the Court mnrtul, 
■Wol.HI. D not 
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nor reftorcd by the governor and council. In 
Leadenhall-Strect, indeed, they were not fo com- 
plaifant, and therefore betwixt the day on which 
the preceding motion was fitft made, and this of 
the fecond, his lordfhip, his cmiffaries and agents 
exerted every effort, that malevolence could 
prompt, or power and intereft obtain and carry 
into execution. During the debates, the directors, 
acquainted the court, that having taken into their 
moll ferious confideration the motion on the 31ft 
oflaft month, and then poftponed an opinion 
thereon, which they defired to offer to the court, 
viz : “ That the court of directors on the 7th of 
April, having taken into confideration the report! 
of the generals, Lawrence and Caillaud, on the 
court martial, held upon Sir Robert Fletcher, with 
the motion made thereupon ; and referred for the 
confideration of the court this day ; they think it 
' their duty to reprefent to the general court, that 
if fuch motion would now take place, it u ould, 
in their opinions, be attended with the mod fatal 
confequenccs to the company's affairs. As a re- 
iteration of rank and thanks to Sir Robert Flet- 
cher, would be fuch a refleftion upon the officers 
who compofed the court-martial, and upon the 
governor and council who approved it, as will 
tend to the relaxation of military difeipline; if 
not the rum of fervice. 

A determination being thus evaded on the a- 
-roendment, in which the article of thanks was omit- 
ted, and the motion fixed from that pare which 
would have thrown the ftrongeft reflexions on the 
court-martial and the council, harl it paffed in the 
-generaUourt ofyhe company. The mamqdtffion 
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was defeated ih fhe'manner it had been previoufly 
planned-b^llif' J^rdfhip and Ins adherents, if Sir 
ASclefcv^rfif'to be thanked and ieftored, the 
c&uftnratthfTand councti, lord Clive, and Carnac, 
were jultfy reflected on. Mr. Dunning in the 
c&urt of King’s Bench declared, “That Sir Robert 
had prefer ed the company from utter deftru&ion ** 
The mjuftide of his lordfhip in his fin'll detemuna- 
tio*r is mariffeft In order to coincide with the 
otlenfib T c reafonS delivered By the directors, 5 and 
which had been devifed to cover the inveterate pur- 
fult'of lord Clive » Sir Robert was not to recend 
the rewards of his mem, nor the council be oblique- 
ly condemned for their confirmation of the fen- 
tence. 

After a debate, the prev ious queftion being put, 
whether the qucftion on the amended motion fhould 
be put , if parted m the negative This decirton 
Mr Strachey did reprefent as a defeat of Sir Ro- 
bert Fletcher , and a kind of confirmation of the 
rectitude of his fentcnce but in fafl, the directors 
reafons for not thanking and reftormg him to thd 
fervice, were not founded 6n any dement in him, 
but on the prevention of bad confequencesfor the 
future The futility and chicane pronounced by 
S r George Colebtook rcfpcclmg the queftions of 
the generals Lawrence and Caiuland , the indefa- 
tigable appheat ion oflord Clive and hts friends, as 
well as that of the court of dite&ors , and the; tx- 
tenfivenefs of their influence, will tcrtainly deter- 
mine rhar ag 2 tnt& fitch a combination , fo confide^ 
rame a number as eighty fix, in fav our of Sir Ro-. 
uf C aC 1 t,me » w heo bis particular friends were 
gbfent was a real triumph ; and as it confifted 
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folety of the independent proprietors who' were 
prefect, was equal to end more honourable than 3 
jmio r :ty confiding of party men and votes made 
Vith lord Clive’s money; and of thefe cichty-fix, 
.(.wo were the prefsnt gqverro’r s-grneral of India, ^ 
and th- chief fupetvifor v. ho was loft in the Aurora, 
Sir Robert in the judgment of all impartial per- 
fons, being thus cleared from cvrry juft caufe of 
ficcyfition rdpefting the mutiny in Bengal, was 
foon nftored to the iervice, anti appointed fecond 
In command at Madras ; and a» this was done by 
the umnipiw refolution of that very court of di* 
jedhvs. which had availed the pteetcling motions 
from (hking tff.£ls, which h^d obeyed the inclina. 

- tions and been fubfervient to the view s of lord 
Clive :'iY» chair. CteT of hYslotdftwp, by im- 
plication, was more flagrantly expnfed to ctnfurc,* 
fefpcfhng the removal of idr Robert from India*' 
than before. The rc -inflating of the latter was in, 
faG a fenfible humiliation of the former ; and a 
tacit co ifrfTinn by the court of direGors that his 
lordfhip had dealt urtju'lly by him, To have ptibr 
hiked 1 the narrative when. Sir Robert was tailored • 
and. failed' from India, would have exprrfied the 
cbjcch intention 'of attacking die character of a 
perfon who was hoc prefsnt to defend himfclf. It * 
would h?ve pronounced the forenefs of his lord- - 
fliip’s find, at feeing .juft:ce and truth prevail over 
Jealoufy and refentment : in faG, it vj-ouJd.haye done 
that in which the half cunning are frequently nuf. 1 
taken, t'It wquld bave'coxqpleated by the means of * 
pub! tfhing the narrative atthac’tjme, the perfcdl^ 
demolition of that temple, of fame which had been 
(feJjifijrdy credfccd by ihofe who were either igno- 
* 1 * r?np 
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rant of his lordfhip’s real tranfadtions, had flagi- 
tioufly aififtsrt in his Heicufean labours and (hared 
in the honourable productions of them, as welt as 
of others, whom he had purcbafcd and hid fed to , 
be* at once the architects of that vifionary fabric,* 
and the heralds of his achievements. It i$ not the 
character of lord Chve to execute his intentions by 
halves* Heusja fnake that does not prevjoufly 
(hake his rattles to warn the unwary, traveller, 
whom he intends to kill by his (ling* but the 
worm of vengeance that never dies in his bofom, 
was not the more inert, becaufe his lordfhip was 
filent and had never been ill treated by Sir Robert 
Fletcher. His defence mud not be confidtrcd as 
fpnngmg from a dsfire of reciprocal vengeance j 
but frdm a laudable propenfity of exculpating him- 
felf from the attack on his character, which his v 
lordthip formerly dewfed, and has now thought 
proper to revive, and bring not only before the tri- • 
Lunalof parliament, but that of the whole people 
of Greaf-Bmain. j 

The houfc of commons having refolved to inquire 
into the nature; date, and condition of the Haft- 
'Incha company ; the battle, or rather the efcape 
near Calcutta ; the leaguing with Meer Jaffier, a 
fulqedt, to dethrone his fovereign ; the breach of 
t^at oath and treaty, which he made to Serajah 
Dowlah ; the affixing of the refpedtable name of a 
Ihutilh admiral, without his confenc to a fictitious 
treaty'', the deception of Omichund a joint con- 
fpirator> j the depofing and murdering of «Serajah 
powlah, Hpgether widi,alnlo(ti an infermtude' , of 
other criminal txanfaftions, were dragged from the 
dungeon of iniquity, and expefed toiyiew, by the 
• ! pubh- 
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publication of the mimftry and reports of the fe- 
te# committee. Thefe enormities pierced the bo- 
fortis of c\ery human being mth n-xpreflible 
companion for the injured, and vitb abhorrence for 
thofe who hid perpetrated luch unexampled cruelty 
and homble injuChee Among thefe lord Clive 
did no efcape the general execration the public 
Jiad lawfully entered upon the ter itjrj of his 
whole cha acte«, which had been fo lo g incum- 
bered by a bvavy mortgage 6f iniquitous tranlac- 
tions 

A committee of fccrecy being appointed by 
parliament, to i like purpofe with the feled", his 
lordfhip conceived the delufiveidea of compenfa 
ting m fome degree, bj means of the former, for 
that lofs of reputation whicrt he had fufierecl by 
the latter for 1 -m credmlj informed, thjf the 
felcrft comrmtxe, not without fome refentmenr of 
the attempt, refufed to admit his narrative of Mr. 
Strachey, to be brought bc r 0 Tc them in e\ idence. 
He faid, by way of apology, that when the fecret 
committee of the houfc of commons, towards the 
clofe of rhe lad feffion of parliament, were invelh* 
gating the military affairs of Bengal, one of the 
members who had heard of the narrativ c, defir cd to 
read it , he fent it to him , it was the very book. Sir 
Robert rietcher had read The honourable mem* 
btr foon a^tcr aOccd him if he had any objection 
to the giving it \n evidence to the committee, he 
told them he had none The narrative of thd 
Heaven born generals fccretarj, concerns not oi> 
ly his evidence, but rcafomngs on the particulars, 
apologies, and jollifications of his lonMhip* 
cenfures on Sir Robert Fletcher , together 
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with the copies of letters, unauthenticatcd ? and a 
variety of other vague mifreprefcntations.. In 
fad, that publication has hardly the moll diftant 
appearance of a yntnefs delivering the truth, 
which alone ought tp be admitted on fuch occ i- 
Iiods. But if an advocate, hired to combine the 
teftunonies and depqfitions of other men, adding 
arguments, fpecious and delufive, of his own, in , 
order to impofe on the public, and to make thc^ 
feeble caufc of his client as plaufible and impo- 
sing as he can, does it not, therefore, feem pro- , 
bable, that fomething more than is -exprefled, 
paffed in fecrct between the twb members of the 
fecret and fcled committee : for as he is his'lord- 
fhip v s fecretary, might he not poflibly have conde- 
feended to become nis broker on this important 
occafion ? This fuggeftion arifing from the pre- 
ceding circumftances, is more eafdy conceited, 
and credited,* than demonftratively to be proved. 
It may, indeed, be unjuft, refpc&mg the fervant, . 
jf it can be evinced to have been accompliflied by 
the mafter. This defign of placing, in the fcale 
of the lecret committee, fomething in his lord.’hlp's 
favour, which may counttrpoife, t although in a 
very fcanty degree, that which had fo dtfadvanta- 
geouQy fallen into the fcale of the fcle£t commit- 
tee, was not the foie inducement, which prevail- 
ed at prefent to the giving of this narrative in evi- 
dence. His lordlhip’s unrelenting malevolence a- 
gamft Sir Robert Fletcher, fondly conceived it 
had no.y a favourable opportunity of indulging it- N 
fell, and offering an oftenfible reafbn to, the in- 
confideratc, for its being pubhfned in therepbrts! 
Had .it refted at that point, fome palliative 
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micrlit have been offered in extenuation of this till* 
beral proceeding. Some aflertton, u htch although 
no fenfible man would have ctuiitttl, ws luch as 
could not have been rcluted. It might have been 
averred, that it was called for in evidence, and 
could not be refufed. And who could have dif- 
proved this averment ? unlefs the feuctary oi Lord 
Clive had been wdifctecil) pUalcd to tell the telf* 
condemning tale of its being afked for, and had 
published his narrative fi-paratcly. But as things 
arc now exhibited, the publication of the narrative, 
at once pronounces the vindictive fpirit of his lord- 
fhip againft Sir Robert Hetcher. His diflrefs on 
his lofs of chatadler, and the fubferviency of hia 
fecretary, can a doubt then be entertained that 
the fufftrings which have fprung from the difeo- 
very of his military, political, and treaty-making 
conduct in the territories of Indoftan, have dil- 
patched him in fearch of menial cafe to the avoca- 
tion of new feenesin Italy ? - But is it not imprac- 
ticable to footh a bafom, tortured with that an- 
guifb which he feels, from that honelt indignation 
that is exprefied againfl him in every frowning- 
forehead of his country men ? But Is therenot an in- 
separable companion which has taken an abfolutc 
polTeffion of jiis foul ? Will Ihe not accompany 
him in all his journies, dwell with him in every 
houfe, and conliantly recall to his terrified remem- 
brance, every torturing idea, from which he would' 
give his millions to be relieved ? But.all is in vain. 
The benignant crea'tor of man has primordially 
ordained^ that the confcioufnefs of guilt lhall eter* 

. nally haunt the reftlefs foul of him who has perpe- 
* ' * trated 
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tnted egregtoib crimes Alls * hi $ lord drip can- 
not flee from himfelf. 

It mxitt now appear, that both the giving of hts 
barratry e in evidence by the fecrefcary, and the 
giving of it to the world in afeparate publication* 
can be nothing left than an ebullition of an mfatiate 
and vindictive fpmt and the following circum- 
ftance will, I doubt not evince it to be, in like 
manner both illiberal and mfidious. 

Sir Rdbcrt Fletcher was in India, and m all prtf- 
babihty there to remain for foms considerable 
length of time , as his lordftnp and his fecretary 
believed It was impoflible for him at that dis- 
tance to defend himfelf The comriuttee b^ing 
olfo fecrer, there were no means of oppofing that 
improper evidence It \ as about the fame time 
ivell known, that Sir Robert, and other members 
of the government at Madras, had difa greed with 
theprchdent and feveral of the council , and were 
there rto other proof exifting, this p'efent attack on 
his reputation, for a tranf’dhon alma ft forgotten^ 
and rendered incredible b } his being rein Hated m 
the company’s fervicfc, would Hand forth as an nn- 
nnfwerable evidence of us ill ib " rail tj and infldi- 
oufncfs But it flopped not there the publica- 
tion of this narrative, feperat^l), included a don 
bit tre-chery the .idea of Ins being munooufly 
inclined \ as new revived, m order to create a col- 
lateral teftimony of his having been of the like dift 
pofmqn n r Madras » and the late difagreement 
that pbee vav reciprocally to aflift in giving ere 
dit to the fecretary '$ cixndid production \Yich 
this honeA intent therefore to ferve both thefe lau- 
dable purpofes, the affair of the mutiny has been 
You 111 E 
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published, without dating the time of that (ran* 
fafrion, and the public was left to apply it to botii 
or either, as they pleated. Butfuch his been the 
iffue of their criminal intentions : Sir Robert is un* 
expeftedly returned, to the no fmall eonfufion ot 
the noble lord and his honourable fecretary ; and 
their embarraffment I truft, will not be in any 
wife diminifhed, by what fhall be irrefragabty proj 
ved afterwards. As his lord (hip has been pleafed 
to approve, if not to command the evidence of his 
fecretary to be pubhfhed in the manner already 
telated, with the double view of preferring 4b me 
flender fragment of his mouldering reputation, and 
to depreciate the chara&er of Sir Robert Fletcher. 
There is no oefafion to make either fcruple or apo- 
logy for examining the evidence which my lord his 
himfclf been induced to depofe before the feledt 
committee. And furely, this mull be acknow- 
ledged by his lordfhip and his aflociates, (for real 
friends ic isimpolTible that fucb a man can pofTcfs)' 
to be doing h*m a favour : fines according to hi s 
own depofition, his fervices have been fo honoura- 
ble to his country, has mailers and himfelf ; and 
his adtions guided by confidence in various intlan* 
ces of felf-denial. By this, his own evidence, he 
fball be tried : and although he boafls of his ho- 
nourable fervices, defends his conduft, and pre- 
fumes to call himfelf, not only a guiltlefs, but a me- 
ritorious fubjeft of the king, and fervant of the 
company ; had he been arraigned in any court of 
England, he would have been found guilty on his 
own con fe Avon." 

The analyfisof the hearts and heads of mankind is 
not to be accomphlhed but by repeated operations 
^ carried 
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carried on in a feiies of experimental inquiries, re- 
plete with important circumftances of their con- 
duit Theie will exhibit the infallible means of 
difeovering the true and prevailing qualities oft 
which the human race is compofed. From this 
perfeverance in remarking on the conduct of indi- 
viduals, there will refult fufticienc reafons, on 
which to determine the motives from whence their 
■conduct has proceeded ia all theie momentous 
tranfa&ions : for men can but rarely belye their 
ruling paffions and propofirions on important occa- 
fions, fo long and fo* effectually as to conceal the 
knowledge of them from the refearch and pene- 
tration of the irtquifitive and difeerning. I fhall 
therefore attempt to delineate with precifion, im- 
partiality, and candour, ;the chara&dnftics of the 
Heaven-born general, from the time of his firft 
commanding the land-forces of the Eaft-India 
company at Bengal, when Calcutta was re-taken, 

’ to that of his return to England ; and m effecting 
this deCgn, I foall take the liberty of ekamimng, 
elucidating, and feparately publilhing thofe parts 
of his louKhip’s evidence which are requifite for 
that purpofe, as they Hand in the reports of the 
feleft committee. From this examination, it will 
be feen of what admirable Huff his lordlhip is com- 
pofed-, and what are the Unking features which 
characterize his foul. This portraiture, delineated 
from his full, and honourable fervires in Bengal, 
as they are bj him fo prcfumptuotifly denominated, 
will then remain a kind of archi-tipe, with which to 
compare his honed features, as they will be feen 
in a fecond delineation of him, after his lift, re- 
Jurn from that unhappy land, m which he fo pien- 
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tifully* fowed' the feeds of lamentation ahd of 
mourning, of extortion, plunder, famine, and for- 
gery. It u as during that time, among his other 
honourable iervices. Sir Robert Fletcher was 
treated in that illiberal manner, , which will be 
hereafter mail faithfully related, and unanswera- 
bly proved, to include a pre-meditated intention of 
deflroying the well-gotten fame of a commander, 
who fupporred and increafed the glory of the Eaft- 
' India company. What has been fatd by Horace 
on the fplendor of the fun, is fafely applicable to 
the dark nefs of his lordfliip, Alius etidtm r.egitur- 
We Hull now trace the noble lord’s footlteps 
through all thofe honourable fervices which he 
performed on the banks of the Ganges. As it is 
from aftions alone, that jhe characters of men can 
be afeertained, this narrative begins with thofe 
which were performed by Lord Clive, whilft he 
was firft in Bengal after the retaking of Calcutta *, 
and the progreflion of his military, political, and 
rapacious deeds in that country, are examined. 
From this enquiry there will naturally arife a dif- 
‘ covery of thofe motives which urged his lordfliip 
in his career ; what are the ruling paflions of his 
foul *, and the.charaftenftics that fo fignally <<li- 
flinguifh all his condudt. This narration is dic- 
tated by a heart, not dead to the fenfations of hu- 
man fufferlngs, and the obligations of juftice'; it is 
v fupported by the oral accounts of perfans well in-* 
formed of the fubjedt, or by written and printed 
pvidence, but chiefly derived from the depofitions 
pf Lord Clive himlelf, confirmed by orders given 
* PF f e f e ^ copimittec appointed by the houfe of 
, . “ _ ' • - corq? 
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commons-" On the veracity of this evidence his 
lordfhip xl ill not refute to rely. t 

A fiver de Khawn, nabob of Bengal, and grand-* 
father of Sjerajah Dowlah, being grown extremely 
old, and thinking himfelf no longer qualified to 
govern bis people, had aflociated his grandfon as 
his coadjutor in his fovereignty, and , placed hirq 
on the throne of his dominion in the year 1756. 
fCefiendas, a colleftor of the" nabob’s, revenues, 
forefceing that the death of Aliver de Khawn was 
at no great diftance, and apprehenfive of the confe- 
quences which might probably anfe to him on his 
deceafe, withdrew himfelf from the court of the 
nabob, and^ under the pretence of .making a pil- { 
gnmage as an aft of devotion, he embarked his 
women and his treafury on board a number of 
boats, and landed them at Calcutta about the end of 
March. , At the fame time, he brought letters from 
Mr. Watts, v»ho was then the refident, or minifter 
for th ^company at Muxadabad, ftrongly recom- 
mending him to Mr. Drake, the governor, as the 
fon of Rajah, who had great power at court, and 
who might be of great fervice to the Eaft-India 
company’s affairs in that province. Oliverda 
Khawn dying on the 9th of April in the fame year, 
bequeathed his domtnions to Serajah Dowlah, his 
grandfon. As the latter had been previoufiy ad- 
vanced to fovereign- authority, in conjunftion with 
his grandfather, he took abfolutc and full poflef- 
fionof the government, without the lea ft refinance; 
for although, according to the conftitmion of Jn- 
doffan, the Mogul alone had the right to appoint 
pabobs, to the provinces of that extenfive empire, 
pad to rcmot e them at his pleafure ; > vt fmee the 
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time in which Nadir Shaw had taken Dehly, and’ 
over-run the imperial date, the Moguls were no 
longer matters of appointing what nabobs they 
pleafed ; but thofe alone afcended to power, who, 
oy art, arms, and money, could attain the means of 
placing themfelves in tucli exalted ftations; yet 
none of thofe conceived themfelves to be cpnftuy- 
tionally elevated, unlefs their government was rati- 
fied by a patent from the Mogul. *■ ' 

According to the conftitution of Jndoftan, the 
miniftry and collectors of the royal revenues in 
the reigns of proceeding nabobs, are amenable to 
the orders of them who fuccepd, and they cannot 
legally withdraw themfeUes from -their cogni- 
zance. Serajah Dawlah, being now the foie go- 
% ernbr of Bengal, .by a letter to Mr. Drake, de- 
mands Kiffindafs robe delivered up to him, and 
this letter contained alfo remonftrances againft 
fome new fortifications which were then ere&ing 
in defence of that place. Drake, contrary to the, 
cuftom hitherto obferved, thought proper not to 
fend hack an anfwer by the perfon who brought 
the letter; but ordered him to leave the town im- 
mediately, under the unwarrantable pretence of 
his coming in difguife, and not as a public mek 
feng£r from the nabob. 

This infolent contempt on the difpatches of a 
fovereign, in whofe dominions they lived, were to- 
lerated and prote&ed, contributed not a little to tri- 
flame his refenrment againft the Enghlh. An an- 
fwer to the letter. above-mentioned however, was 
on more fnber rejection, not Jong after returned 
to the mbob. In this anfwer the governor pod-- 
wtely tefuCed either to give up the {object to his 
t . . foie* 
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The gov ernor, who before had tfcatcd the naocts 
\vith mfult and difdam, \ h*n he vns at a diftancCj 
at his approach was terrific I b yoncl meafure Ig- 
norance and timidity d rette \ all his aftiorts , hd 
fled from his duty , and Calcutta, after an attack 
of feme days, was taken by -(fault 

By the taw of arms, S-rajah Do vhh mtght juflt- 
fiably have chafhfcd this arrogance of the council, 
■and have put all the Enghlh 10 the fword On 
the contrary, when Mr, Holwell, who commanded 
after Drake, was brought before him in bonds, he 
ordered his hands to be unbound, and folcmnly de- 
clared, that not a hair of their heads lhould p*- 
n(h But this reftorauon of liberty in the perfon 
of Mr Holwell, and the declaration of their fafery, 
were not intended to preclude the means of pre- 
venting the Enghfh from renewing hoftilmes, or 
creating difturbances tn the night. They were 
.therefore ordered to be confined, during that fca- 
fon , but the officer who was delegated to the care 
of that order, unfortunately fent them to a place 
called the black hole , which being too fmill for 
the number, and without a free ddmiffion of frefli 
air, out of r 3 o that were therein ftiut tip, no 
more than twenty two of them furvived till eight 
the next morning One mull be callout to aU 
tender fenfations not to feel an unexprePible fenfi- 
bility for the enormous fixflerings, which the un- 
happj pnfoners muft have undergone , m this 
more than torturing fituation It feems the nabob 
had no defign of taking aw ay the lire of any indi- 
vidual perfoo, who h->d been inclofed m that place 
of horror This opinion is confirmed by the evi- 
dence, \ hich Mr. Cooke, at that time fecretary 

to 
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tb the gbternor and council of Calcutta has deli-* 

\ cred before the feledk comnuttce of 4 the- houfe of 
commohs ; to this, he silo adds* that, as he believ- 
cd r the fize of the black hole was unknown to the 
n tbob. 

The clamour which was then raifed, and the 
horrors which were excited againft this 'Afiatid 
prince, a? the willing perpetrator of thofe enor- 
mous cruelties aganft. the Englifh, were exceflive. 
And they Imefince been frequently applied in ju^ 
ftificanon of tho^cgregious adts of mjuftice, -which, 
were at that time commenced, and have fince been 
purfued b) fome of thofe who then furviyed, and 
thofe who have fucceeded them m the Eaft-India. 
company 's fen, ice againft that prince, his fuccef- 
fors, and fubjc&s ; notwith (landing this provoca- 
pononthc part df got emor Drake and the council, 
the nabob figiicd an mftrument with Mr. Watts, 
that thcEnghfiiftiouldhayc liberty rocarryon trade, 
onequal termswith allother nations, their patent of 
prcdilcdhon being abolilhcd. Hating promifed 
what appeared to be neceflary for the undcrftancl- 
ing of the fubfequent parts, I ihall now take the 
liberty of examining the etidcncc, and ftate the 
atchict emCnts of the heatenbom general, when 
he commanded in Bengal, and rtgardlefs of ^ his 
celtftul nativit) , freely make mt obfertatiops on 
his conduct. News being brought to Madras., 
of the fate of Calcutta, it wgs rcfolved to fend a 
military force to recover it, and lieutenant colonel 
Clive was refdlved on “by the council to have the 
command of it. This ns hvs lordfhip adores us, 
was the uifli of every officer. In the beginning of 
Gftnbcr the troops were embarked on board the 
VoL HI. F • fqua-. 
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fquadrdn and iranfpons unJcr the command of Ad- 
miral Watfon. On their arrival within a few miles 
of Calcutta, the land forces were difembarhed > 
and then -his lordfhip mal.es a moll-gent ral-like 
ohfenation indeed, that the (hips went by. water, 

and the land troops went byjand. _ > ’ 

IS o commentator on the military aft ion 3 of great 
commanders could have made lo curious and fo 
keen a remark. This Orange 'phenomenon of 
fhips going by water, and land forces by land, to* 
gether with a few fhoc fired from tire fleet, fo terri- 
fied the troops of Serajah Dowlah, that they aban- 
doned the fort j 2nd then his lordfhip boldly cn* 
tered into it, at the head of ihsfe land forces that 
ftill continued to march by land, and thus Calcutta 
was taken . * 1 ^ 4 < 

< This fa£t being accomplifhcd, his lordfhip fays, 
he encamped his army, and entrenched himfelf a- 
bout four miles from Calcutta, in expectation of 
Serajah Dowdah and his army, who were then on, 
their march to that place In a few da)S the na- 
bob and his troops arrived, and they were permu- 
ted to pafs unmolefted, by the heaven*born gene- 
ral, within half a mile of his lord (hip's camp } and 
then they encamped on the back of Calcutta. By 
> this manoeuvre they were fituated between the Eng- 
lifh camp and the^place his lordfhip intended' to 
proteft. Does not this event ftem to convey a very 
• exalted idea of hislordfhip’s fcience in the military 
art ? "during this march bon ever, Sera] ah Dowlah, 
by letters 'to his lordfhip had propofed a treaty and 
terms of peace. The natives who faw how things 
were circumftanced between the two armies, fled 
from the country, and all communication by land 
* ' • with 
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v.'ith Calcutta being cut off by Scrajah Domlah, his 
iordflnp perceiv ed that if fomething was not done, 
both the fquadron and the land forces would be 
ftarved out of the country. On this account he 
fent Mr Scrafton and Mr WaUh to the nabob that 
evening, and on their return theie ambafiadors af- 
fured his lord [hip, they thought the nabob was not 
lincere in his attentions for peace, and that he 
meant treachery. Trom'lord Clive’s account it 
fhould fcem, the general, be ng a man of furpri- 
zing forefighc in military affair?, had forgotten that 
his army niuft eai, and confequ'-ntly had provided 
no fuftenance for them And thus by encamping 
his own forces, and fufienng thofe of Seraiah 
Dowlah wuhot oppjfmon to choofe that ground 
on which they were encamped , he was prevented 
from receiving necefiary prov ifions for his troops, 
and in a great degree from prore&ing Calcutta 
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which he aflcntcd " For it feems, the admiral was 
convinced from his lordlhnp’s clofe manner of tea. 
foiling, or by the diftrcfs&l ft uat on in which he 
had placed hi nfelf.thatanatmy which had nothing 
to eat, muff foon be dentohfned, unlefs they can 
fpe-dily get proufions To this delliny, he and 
his bailors had as llttl- inclination, as if they -had 
been land forces, andhad come from Madras all the 
way by land The fadcis were larde 1 , the troops 
were :n arms, and abojt four o'clock in the morn 
jog they marched to the attack of tile nabob's 
camp but hunger, that will eat th cugh ftone* 
walls, is not a left vigorous Incen ;ve tn engage m 
battle •* It was his lordfhip's intention,’ asbeiays, 
** to hive feizcd the nabob’s cannon, and to has e 
attacked his head quarters , bur when day light 
appeared it iv^ ncserthelefs all ttarknefs for there 
arofe fo thick a fog, that it was impofible for the 
army to lee three yards before them, which contw 
nued till (1 ey had march d through the nabob's 
whole army ” Hvs lordfi ip “ cannot after tarn 
the lofs the enemy fuffered, but it was rcpor.rd to 
bet cry confiderablc becaufe, as I fjppofe, it 
bung inipoffible for the troops under his lordflup's 
command, to fee three yards btfore them, they 
i ere thereby enabled to point their carlnon and 
fitclock with a greater certainty of killing than the 
Afiatics” “ ^Ourlofs, however, amounted to a 
bout 150 killed and wounded T hrEngh'h con- 
tinued their march to the fort, where tne troops 
u '* allowed an hour to reft, and tnen ordered 
back to camp " 

'l his as 1 take it, feems to be as well fought a 
f :ld, as hath at any time been known on the fur- 

face 
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face of the globe. His lordfhip did, indeed, de- 
fign to do wonders : for, as he himfelf fajj* he in- 
tended to have fei2ed the cannon, and td’have at- 
tacked the huad quarters of Serajah Dowla ; buc,‘ 
a plague upon ir, that pcfhlmt fog arofe. And 
thus without feting the enemy, or the enemy fee- 
ing them, he and his troops got dearly through the 
nabob’s army , and agaip reached Calcutta, from 
which they had been x intercepted ~by the encamp- 
ment of the Afiatic troops. Accordingly, to my 
manner of conceiving things, this fingle event, 
were there no other inducements, would fufficiently ^ 
prevail onus to believe that his lordihtp is m rea- 
lity a heaven-born general, hor ' v.ho ' of a lefs 
fublinie defeent, has at any time, been fo fignally 
preferved by a fog ? ^rleas^ who was alfo a 
heaven-born general, on the mother's fide, his lord- 
fhip is as muchfo by the father’s, as the mother’s, 
was on"one occafion preferred from the wrath of * 
Diomedes by a fog , by Homer poetically called, 
her veil m \ hich his mother Venus enveloped 
him On another he received the like favour, 
when he flood fecure and unfeen, in the prefence 
of queen Dido, uuull it was known what mighc be 
the inclination^ of thatpnncefs, ro vards him. 

In this inftance, near Calcutta, the general him- 
felf, and the whole arm) Vere not I only preferved 
from deflruchon, but a vidory was obtained, by 
being furrounded with a fog, according to the ac- 
counts that were then published in the Gazette. 

Thvs luccefs, however, cannot with propriety 
be afcribed to the heaven-born general - bccaufe 
^lis intentions of fcizing the cannon, and turning 
„ them 
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/ tbem -againft the nabob, were fruftrated by ths 
fog.] 

T ° the affiftance of that alone, all the merirsof 
this well-fought field, is inflantly to be aferibed as 
i C prote <ftion , he pafied cleverly through 

the Afntic army to Calcutta. Serajah Dowlah 
having difcovered, on v the difiipation of the fog, 
that under that concealment, the hearen-bornee- 
reral had eleaped him, and regained Calcutta', 
inarched from the place of his encampment, snd 
the, heaven -born general returned again to his for- 
mer camp. / , 

_ w 2Y l “ n ,h ' !n ' clIi S l! t’« of this great and bloody 
*ronfmitted to England, the Ga- 

one killid H th r 1 ,h f e "' ss “ "'«= forty- 
“ ed 1 toyfife ttoonded; in all, a hun. 

^ or as f^aliiafF fays, ,n fptaking of 
'O 'dark. flal, thou 

“niinhke mn V l Saa j ah DTObh - h *' 

• ner . m , arch ' <lon ' ■" the fame fog. 
lift, armv • tit# lca 01l *“ lrom ’ho Fng- 

born «C’,a? d " a' a lrt, « ’he heave?- • 

%SASUlSS££^^ 

'fait Wthout'dday” and^Vre " cc!l ' e h!s P r0 P°‘ 
which is noon the’comn " 7 " S concIud ‘<<. 

Son that ,h“ P “ea,y vTj $ 1 1 h ' «>- 

v continues his lord fhin 001 more advantageous 
ved edvice of ' hat ha 

•had unbimhe-oariifon 0 f Ch"S J and t,lu Fren ^ 

S.5BW a *3p2TttS\ 

have 
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have been undone , for there wanted ontv fomtf 
Intelligent perfon to advife the nabob not to fight 
at all, and the Englrth -would have f been ruined- 
Jt will hardly be called in queftion, tht*t the fog 
.being thus opportunely fent, is a conv mcmg’proof 
that his lordfoip is ^ Heaven-born general. Cut 
as the invidious reluctance of mankind to acknow- 
ledge fupenor birth in others* is too frequently 
feen m this sucked World, 1 would willingly Rat- 
ter my felf that a Ihort illuftration of the latter part 
of this adventure, will fatisfa&only evince it to be 
the celeftial place of his nativity, by thfc prop!- 5 
tious favour that was then btftowid on him. 
.■What 3 mean is, his receiving the preceding advice 
at the very nick of time tofave him from rum 
Serajih Doxvhh fent letters to his lordfhtp on 
the 4th of bebtuary with propofals of peace- 
Mefirs. Walfh and Scrafton returned from him 
with a perfuafion that the nabob intended treache- 
ry The battle was fought, the victory won ; or 
rather th? no barde was fought, and the efcap^ac- 
comphlhed in the morning of the fucceedmg day. 
In the evening of the fame day, Serajih Dowlah 
defired to treat with the heaven born general a fe- 
cond time, and the latter was glad to receive it, 
without delay ; for thereafon for which he aflign*. 

From thele circumftances, it is not evident, that 
this advice mult have arrnved rho very d*y b-fore 
the battle w as fought, otherw ife it miift have ap«- 
peared as requifite to have entered on a treaty on 
the evening of the 4th, as of the 5th , (ox r thei'e 
appears no more rcafon to dill ru lb the truth of 
IWefirs Walfh and Scrafton’s former difco,ery, ac 
that ume, than twcDty*-four hours before ; nor to 

con- 
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. conclude a peace becaufe Serajah Dcwfah rft 
■ marching off, than before the attack : unlefs to 
thefe reafons the admonitions of hunger, and the 
fufpicion of being nfltfled by a fecund fog, might 
have added their influence. .Be that as it "may, hb 
lordfhtp fays, <r If there had been one intelligent 
petloa toadvife the nabob not to fight, the Etlelifh 
had been undone i and therefore the heaven-born 
general enters on and concludes a treaty, to pre- 
vent Serajah Dotvlah from engaging in battle. 

, A 1 to h ' s fcars of th e nabob’s conjunaion with 
the French, that event, -his lordfhip tells us, he had 
° f preventing. For, “ During, the 
S^r F ? !h P r °P o!ed a ttoutrnltry which lie 
h-ve ,m,/ n a t? an f V ncal 'ghtened petfons would 

methoHof mt ^ ,ha 'J hisr 5 fufjl msn ° improbable 
me hodot uniting him ruth the French, and flip- 

plying the nabob, with the aflifence of the.intel- 
th 8 ,rhis P |n r dh,’ , r 'q u 'fite to his fuccefs. And 
had forKAU P ?' d ’J notwilhfhnriing “ the nabob 

anddecK V c E "5 l,fl ' , ° at,ack tb ' French, 
enemy” nA ,‘ f they did he would become their 
reftitude of ) t l =S ," 0 'l ‘ h ' S bcl ’ av, °t"' fully evince tho 
previoufly delivcmd^That " a lordn,i P had 

his notable refuraUf U the°"' ' t- and am P'y 
have precluded that ^.neutrality, which would' 
him and his arm, f r L ’> *0? prcfervcd bolh 

by that heavenly condufr ” afteif he* *? 

with the intentions nf Q ’* ® em 8 acquainted 

French, h did ever f ,«‘" J ? 1 Dowhh < b = 

every thing , n his power to promote 

* ' k> , h - the 



the hmoHof the two-forces that 'muft undo’ the;’ 
English/ '" '-V' * ’’ /M ’ 

Is not' this' extremely confident with- that wifdom 
\vhtch lb ftgaally marks the 'conduct "of his lord*- - 
Ihip'?' and may'it riot, T from hCncef -hi juftly deri-' 
ved that he -is as truly a’ heaven-born] politician as 
a general ? for. certainly' no fcarth-born being.' could 
have conduced himlclf fo 'wifely, 'in promoting the 
v very event' he feared' ahd intended -tb .-preclude/ 

The 1 treaty- in con feque rice of - the antecedent 
overture , 5 was figned the 9th of 'February ' 

' Admiral'Charks AVatfon and' colonel GHvepromi- 
' fed' jn ( behalf, of the Englilh nation,' arid-' of the 
Englifii company, 'that Trom henceforth'all ; hofti- 
littesihall ceafe in Bengal ; 5 arid the Englilh' will 'al- 
ways remain in ‘peace and' friendfliip'with- the'na- 
'bob,- as long' as the ' a'rricles are' kept in force, and 
•remain unviolated.' ■ Thcfe articles w&re figned by 
the nabob’, ■ and’ witnefled '• by x M eer" Jaffier, J and 
Rajah’ Dowlabrarn.; * '• Vv \ ‘ : ' v / '•*’ ’ ' 1 • iV 

*. l \ It 'is no incurious "quefiionj to alk by ; what ad- 
-thorny his ldrdfhtp 'fublcribed this treaty/ in tlie , 
J name, of the Englifii nation, by whohl wa3 he.de- , 
legated to this authority ? not by. the'Eriglifh na- 
tion -'for. they pofiefs no' fuch ‘right : not by cKe 
king ; •- for. by him it was never granted ., '' 1 1 . 

/ • "What was ic then lefs than -anufiirpation of ‘au- 
thority hitherto unknown, and a ' fpecies of -rebel- " 
lion in thus prefumihg- to contemn his 'fovereigns 
rights, ^and to fet up one for his fubjedt.r. : 1 ; 

- To this unexampled of audacioofhefs, .forlefs 
than which Lally lay, fhorter by a head at’ Paris,- was 
added the following - ‘agreement,' of the -fame ‘ date 
■•‘with ‘the treaty: i* \Ve, . the Ealtlndia company, 
db. Vol. III. G - - in 
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in the prefehcc of Serajah dowlah, by the hands 
and feals of the council, by firm agreement, and 
folemn attention, do declare, that the bufinefs of 
the company’s factories, w ithin the jurtfdidtion of 
the nabob, fhall go on in it’s former courfe : that 
we will never opprefs or do violence to any perfon 
without caufe, that we will never offer protc&ion 
to any having accounts with the government, any 
of the king’s (the Mogul) collectors of his rents, 
nor to murderers, nor robbers. That we will ne- 
.ver aft contrary to the tenor of the articles agreed 
to by the nabob : That we will carry on our bufi- 
fmefs as formerly, and will never, in any refpetf, 
.deviate from this agreement.” 

was ‘ he atteftation and agreement 

“ ™' ' : wth this the fubfequent 
a ® re ' in" 1 of ord lve ' vas enjoined. « I, colo- 
.. „ S C ‘ IV '> "on'rander of the Engl® land for. 
?'“&?*?'• d ,° fo'emnly declare in the pre. 
cnceof God and our Saviour, that there is peace 
,, fern tho nabob Serajah Dowlah, and P the 
1 he f the Enghfli will inviolably ad- 
- .. ‘ h ”: ,C,t5 ? f ,h = ™de with the 

”g « he thall obferve his 
“ hfs enTm«' s Z alTO > s ' 1 °‘^ upon 

.. called Zn „ C,r cne , m,cs : »nd, whenever 
> their power!’’ ^ h ' m 2)1 the affiIlanc ' : in 

evidence, that it it In, , 8 e rafons > in his 
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cil, that they will not afford protection tofuch hs 
have accounts with the nabob, nor to murderers v 
and robbers , canlt be reafonably concluded othef- 
>ways than that the council by their former tranf- 
grelfions refpefhng Kiffindafs, and by their treat- 
ment of the nabob, in the person of his mefiengeT, 
had given juft caufcof offence, and for the taking 
of Calcutta ? and confidering that the affair of the 
battle was no more than an efcape in a fog, and 
that the rieet and 1 army wobld have been ftarved 
Without ik , does not the treaty feem to have been 
a? advantageous, as could have been equitably ex- 
pected ? however, it muft be confefTed, that there 
is one point in "which his lordfhip might hot think 
it fo advantageous hs it ought to have been , for 
the heaven born general gets nothing for his fen ice 
but honour, if he acquired that. *■ And although 
before the committee/’ as Ftuellen fays, “of ancient 
Piftol, he uttered as brave words as you lhall fee 
of a fummer’s day,'* and talk’d fo highly of his 
honourable fervices, as if he had preferved th'e 
ftate ; yet, by his actions, it is at leaft as equally 
apparent, that his notions of honour coincided 
with thofe of Sir John FAlftaff , who with pronoun- 
cing “ honour to be a mere fcutcheon concludes 
his catechifm.” Now having ^attempted to prove 
that hislordfhvpis heaven-bom, both as a general, 
and a politician , I come now' to evince that he ih 
not Jefs of hnvenly defeent, as a man of honour 
and confcience. 1 i f 

It is more than probable, that during the time in 
which this treaty was negotiating with Serajah 
Dow la, for the eftabhfhment of peace two others 
of a very different 'kind were entered on : one be 1 - 
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tween his tordlhip and Mcer Jaflier ; and the other 
between the former and Ilhada Gar Khawn Laity, 
competitor with Meer Jaffier, for the fubahflnp of 
Bengal , and confequenrly both to the fame pur* 
port of depofing that very prince, whofe fubjeds 
they were, and whom hts lordfhtp had promifed to 
defend by a folemn declaration before God and his 
faviour. Be that as it mt) , Serajah Dowlah retired 
with his army to hts capital , and never tnfra&ed, 
nor refufed to comply with one article of the treaty. 
Monficur Dupleix had already fhewn the heaven- 
born general, how lucrative it was to traffc in the 
manufacture of nabob-making. It hath been fre- 
quently obferved, that the Trench are more fertile 
in intentions, and that the Englifhmore excellent 
jn improving on them 

In no indance hath that obferv ation been more 
fignally verified, than in this, of which I am fpejiVtng* 

Notwithdanding the nabob hath thus given every 
proof of intending to fulfill his obligations, lord 
Owe affefted to believe and to propagate, that be- 
caufc the fovereign refolved to preferve Jus domi- 
wop* from the calamities of war, had forbidden 
the Engldh to attack the French, and fent the lat- 
ter, men and money, to preferve them from that 
difafkroLS event, which mult inevitably involve 
his own fubjefls in diftref*, that he intended to 
commence boibliltes agaipft the Eaft India com- 
pany, But to an underRandmg fufcepuble of con- 
ceiving the duties of a fovereign, and direfted by 
the dictates of a ]3ure confcicnce, this condu&of 
the nabob will appear to be exprtflive only of the 
prov idence of a good and benevolent prince, who 
intends the happmefspf his fubje&s, - For, u ac 
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this time,” fays Mr. Dow, in his hiftory of Indof- 
tan, « In Bengal, commerce, manufactures, 
and agriculture were encouraged; it was one of 
the richdt, moll populous, and bed cultivated 
kingdoms in the world ; ; the_ great men and 
the merchants were wallowing in wtalth and lux- 
ury ; the inferior tenants and the ’manufacturers 
v ere blefs’d with plenty, content, and cafe ; it 
was not then the cMftom. to take the honey by de- 
ftroying the fwarm. 1 he Engiilh were more rigid 
than the Moguta - t \ 

We have encroached on their privileges, and 
annihilated their /power, • “ T hefe were feenes 
jof opprefiion which fate had referved for an un- 
fortunate people to our times. 

Thefervants of the freeft nation upon earth have 
left the body of the people to the mercy of the col- 
lectors of the territorial revenue's ; and the miferies 
of Bengal ’ were referved for thefe times.” but 
Silas !*luch is the obduracy of the human heart, 
when inverted with power, and Aung with th'c Juft 
of acquiring wealth, that the virtues of .the fove- 
rergn, and the happinefs of fifteen millions of in- 
offenirve fubjefts, .weighed little in the fcale of am- 
bition and rapactoufnefs. For although every ctr- 
cumftance evinced, 'that the nabob was refolvedon 
prefervmg peace to htmfelf and of preventing it 
from being mfraCted by thofe people whom his pre- 
deceffors and the moguls had permitted to dlablifh 
factories in their dominions, for the fake of enrich- 
ing the country ao.d thw.t {bbye'fbs by e.OTC,w.est,t. % 
yet the confcientious lord Clive, had no doubt 
that Serajah Dowlah then intcnded_to drive the 
Ehglifh out of j Bengal,” 


Would 
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Would to heaven that this fufpicion had been 
accomplifhed at that time 1 u hat millions of unof. - 
fending people would then "have eicaped the cala- 
mities of war, ruin, devaftation aricT famine ; and 
England not have contaminated her honour by ac- 
tions, which difgrace the idea of humanity. “ A 
reinforcement, iays his lordthip, arriving from 
Bombay, it was taken into confidcration. by the 
committee confiding of Drake, Chve, Kilpatrick, 
and Beecher ; whether they fliould undertake the 
attack of Chandemagore at the rifk of difpleafing 
the nabob, and having' his army to , encounter ? 
Beecher and Kilpatrick gave .their opinions for, a 
neutrality ; his lordfiiip for the attack , and Drake 
gave an opinion which nobody could make ?ny 
tningof M It fee ms then, that this Mr. Drake bad 
not a capacity fuflicitnt to fay, ves or no: when 
the queftion was put' for attacking the French : 
which feems to be a degree of undemanding, hard- 
ly fuperior to that of an ideot For unlefsihis be 
«. allow ed, the reprefentation of it by his lordfhip is 
incredible Thus there were two and one, nothing 
tojjne againfl his 1 lordfhip. lt But major Kilpa- 
trlckafkcd lord Clive, whether he thought, the forces 
and fquadron coukl attack Chandernagore, and the 
nibob'sarmy at the fametime;apd his lordfhip faid, 
he thought^ they could : the major then defined to 
withdraw his opinion and to be of his lordfltipV 
Upon this, lord Clive, Kilpatrick, and Beecher took 
uponthem to \ otc whether the governorDrakels opB 
nion,was any opinion at all ; and in this vote the colo- 
nel and the major being a majority, it pafl*ed that 
vhnf thc-golcrnor had voted, was no vote. This is 
probably the fell inflance in which a cafiiitifCceC 

have 
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have ever dared to deliberate, • whether ; the .fit ft 'in 
rank' of that.' committee had. of had pot given an 
Intelligent vote / and -jo fet rhim slide in ' voting 
Whether he had or riot • -and- then determine ‘to his 
‘dilhbnour, that', he had notj, his lordfhip/ treads 
hew paths Wherever. Jie attempts' to .pais;: .and if 
this 'd ecifidn be not 'equitable, - It :is .atdeaft’ auda- 
cious/ au r )aCes Jortma rjirSai , . ■ but ; there exifted no 
other means of. obtaining-’a : majority -than' by' con- 
. Verting or ; excluding' one . of . the two'- opponents 
to ■ hiS'*lordfhip’s opinion i Wan'd as‘, ; the . former 
could - not be done, /the majority , was -obtained' 
by : the votes ; of 'uyo,. ‘ that the ; ‘opinion of. 
bne'oF the other two/vas no ‘opinion at all this 
proves that .it 'Was ppfitively again fi: -bis -lordflnp/ 
'and that this ignominious. artifice Was' invented to 
Tender it, ' in effective. . A letter /Was’ then 'written 
to Admiral Watfon , ' defirin g him to coWperate in 
the-attack of Chahdernagore/ and here lThaU pre- 
, fume lo alk; 'whether it . can be.confidercd-as' ati 
aft" of preemption dn 'mc;. to J imagine, that,;hh 
Idrdfhip’s differing in opinion, atfirft, from all the 
others, was entirely owing- to, -hisbfuperiof ‘know- 
ledge/ in 'what rnight'bcjefrediredby vthe.'Englifh 
‘army or ; to' that time, .carried on be tw een hi m. 
-ind-Meer Jaffief, 'by the inter-mediation;^ of Mr.' 

‘ ‘“Watts, refideht at' MQxadayed/;'. /*• v .. 

• 'In confequehce’ .of . this' opinion, thus obtained; 

. Chandernagpre was, "at the fame time, attacked by 
fea and land/ and it j> ;*lb6n';,furreriderc<3. *- His 
lordfhip fays ?* the. fquadron furmouhted -difficulties 
which he 1 .believed; “no. other* fhips .could have 
-dohe, and it was impoffible for him' to 'do the of- 
ficers’ - 
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Ecera of the fquadron jufticc uport that occafion^- 
and it was in a great meafure taken by them.” 

But notwithftanding this, his lordihip" does believe 
that the place would have been taken by the army, 
Jl - the fquadron had not gone up ; it mull have 
fallen into their hands, but not fo loon. What 
may be hts lordfhip’s reafons for believing that the 
place would have been taken without the a Alliance 
of that fquadron, which did more than my other 
fhips could have dons, and by w hich, he fays, it 
was in a great meafure taken, is bejond my capa- 
city to determine. But I am of an other belief j 
becaufe all thofe who have been examined on this 
occafion, are unanimoufly of an opinion diredtly 
oppofite to that heaven- born genera! ; however, to 
do juttice to his lordfhip’s Angular fentlments, Ido 
heartily agree with that part of it, which he next 
clivers, I think, fays he, “ if the land forces and 
-teapoys, could have been landed in Calcutta, every 
event which has happened, would have happened, 
/without the a Alliance of the fleet.” 

I amapprchcnftve that I do not dearly conceits 
i /, I P' ;lrlLn S '7 Lord. Does he mean it" the 
, orcas c °u* d have been landed out of fhips, 
without the affiftance of fhips to bring them? or 

life If “ F 2 ffib ' l “ TC landed lhc ™ in Calcutta 
ttfelf.uhcre they could not be landed 1 why then, in- 

lordfblo-s oo - 1 «»<>H be of. his 

thmos m , lH m t! 0n > Eu ‘ 35 “ was impofilble thefe 
Sv o“ l C °" m ‘' d - I conclude diatne- 
geaeml. * e ConIra '>’ «*= to the heavcnly-bom 

V IthThf? t of, °E k - r “ frequently to b'e met 
■ h ia his lordQnp s evidence, I fhould hat e been 

inclined 
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inclined to think were marriages allowed m heaved* 
that this heaven-born general was begbtten by St. 
Patrick after he was fainted, but perhaps the Iriih 
title may have conveyed lomething of the country 
along with it. 

After'Chandenagore wasrefolved to be attacked, 
my lord informs us, he repeatedly faid ro the com- 
mittee and ethers. That chey could not Hop there, 
J>ut mull go farther : that having eftablithed them- 
lelves by force, and not by the content of the na- 
bob* he would endeavour to drive them out again/* 
Does not this preparative opinion for attacking the 
nabob, War even the caricatured features of having 
concluded, or at leaft of having Commenced the 
treaty for dethroning Serajah Don lah ? and w hen 
his lordfhip declares, that they had cftabhfhed 
themfelvcs without the confent of the nabob, did 
not his celeftial memory fail, orchis divine confer- 
ence defert him ? Once he had concluded a treaty, 
not Vt\ o months before, \utlf\hat nabob, who had 
therein confemed to -their eftablilhment ; and 
granted them terms of advantage, adequate to the 
defires of every honeft man ? 1; cannot but be con- 
felled, that it Was an a& of no fmall atrocioufnefc, 
to prefume to attack the French in that part of the 
world, &nd bring the miferics of war on thefub- 
jeftsof a foveteign, m \\hofe dominions thefe 
failants tefided but by toleration i more efpecia%, 
as it is exprefsly faid by lord Cambdeh, and the 
late chancellor York who w ere at that time airoroey 
and foUicitor-general in their report, December 
Us *757. on the petition of the £aft- India com- 
pany, « That it is agreeable to tke terms and in- 
tennon of all the charters given tothecompanv by 
' Yob 111. H * * h fs 
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his majefty, or hi' royal predeccflors, - which em- 
power them to make war in the haft- Indies, only 
to recompenfe themflvcs for lofts s or to repel in- 
vaders. And neither of thefe circumftances re- 
quired -cither the attacking the French, or the ' 
Jprcading of devaftation and war over the domi- 
nions of the nabob. This intention therefore was 
doubly unjuft : it is at the fame moment- an igno- 
minious breach of treaty with an unoffending ally, 
and a tranlgrefiion of thofc rights of making war, 
which are by the laws of England, granted to the 
Etft-liufia company. And furely that army, which 
hjtd been pronounced to be hble tt> engage Se rajah 
Doul.ih, ani to attack Chandcrnrgore, at the 
fame ttmc„ had now much lefs tealon to fear, or 
to go farther, and declare hoftihties againft a prince 
v/«h whom they had fo lately frvorn to live in 
frientUhip, and defend them before the- French 
fortrefs was taken. Was it not the knowledge of 
this treaty, fo treacherous on the part of ths fcng- 
lifh, that concealed within his fordlhip’s bofom, 
urged him to the adoption of the antecedent opi- 
nion : b-t the noble lord continues, that they had v 
nombcrlcfs proofs of the nabib’s intentions upon 
many records *’ Numberkf, indeed, my lord, 
for that which exifts not cannot be numbered. 
But were it in your power to have produced one 
iuch record, fither in heaven, earth, or hell, 
ihuuM not jour lordthip have brought it, on 
an occafion the moil important 1 to the vindica* 
tton of your honour, and the fnpport of that 
honeft fame, which is more dear than life to 
t!.cfc who defers c the name of man ? yet not 
cr.eof alt the number, which his lordfhip would 
• , / have 
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have the world to believe to be exifhng, has he 
adduced, and in Vanfmarik narrative it is decla- 
red to be a mere fufpicion Has he forgotten tint 
on the 7th of February preceding this dechrmon 
to admiral Watfon “ he had folemnly declared, in 
the prefence of God and his Stiiour, that there 
flaall be peace between the nabob and thehnjxhfh J 
that the Lngltfh will inviolably adhere to the arti- 
cles of the treaty made with the nabob , that as 
long as he fhallobfene his agreement, theEnglifll 
will always look upon his enemies as their enemies, 
and whenever Called upon, will granc him all the 
affiflance in their power/’ 

Was it not wo-tn your care, my lord, to pro- 
duce one record out of the amazing number, to 
free you from this heinous charge of violating your 
declaration, fo folemnly plighted in the prefence of 
God and } our Saviour. Can neither the obliga- 
tions of religton nor of confcience, united with the 
fenfauons of honour, and the ftipulations held 
facred in human alliances, prtferve the leaf! influ- 
ence m y out bofom ? whatever may be your opi- 
nion reljefting thefe momentous conPideraiion^ 
the breach of them has been, is and ever will be 
derefted even by villains, v/ben thty have no 1 jews 
of acquiring richer, nor direCt and immediate m- 
terdt in fuch particula s. Can you conceive that 
money, which purchafes every thing in this 
world, can prevail m heaven alfo > and that what- 
ever may be the atrocioufnefs of the crime, the 
pumfliment can be bought oft? Cm you ileep, my 
lord ? Docs confcience, that “ makes cowards of us 
all’* not touch your lordfhtp’s bofom ? or has go!4 
become fo' powerful an anodyne, that it lulls to reft: 

all 
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pH feelings of remorfe ; and renders you tnfenfiblo 
ro every impulfe that ftrikcs from heaven and from 
. bell, and cleanfes the hearts of other men, Thefe 
qbeftions are fully refolved by his lordlhip’s evt* 
dcncc. fde confefles “ he did fugged to admiral 
Waifon and Sir George Pococke, the ncceffity of 
a revolution." This hideous defign he confeifes, 
even uncalled. to fueh confeflion in his evidence, 
k/ven at this time, after- the unexampled and ac- 
cumulated perpetration of fuch deeds, the defec- 
tion of \yhich i s too terrifying to be attempted by 
my feeble and .unequal pen ; Is it not more than 
cnrittian chanty enjoins us to implore the mercy 
pven.of the all-merciful on men fo loft to every in- 
vitation of virtue, and fo infcnfible to all feelings 
ot humanity, ftiame and confcicnpe. But to what 
enormmes wdl not the incitements of fullambi- 

!nrSfM nd lhe of 8 ° ld im P el mankind? -his 
Mlhip proceeds, "Mr. Watfonand the gentic- 
?' “ committee agreed upon the neceflity of 
with th. hC n ? 3nage ? 1e r t of lhat revolution w* 
w f on ^ nt *.he committee, left to Mr. 
Watts and my lord," and they ivith iny accepted 
find carried it into execution. ForbeaM-our cxe^ 

'»"ipSV£ 
5 « B. 1 ,! ? "°J ° ns ' vord to «®” ;» their 

evidence on the fjot, „ .het^of't^^^ 
i depofes. 
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depofes, that admiral Watfon thought this revolu- 
tion a difhonourable undertaking, and the iniquity 
of thofe who were engaged in it fo great, that he 
had no defire to' remain among them any longer. 
He thought it an extraordinary meafure to dethrone 
that prince with whom they had fo lately made a 
folemn treaty. But as he was inftru&ed by tho 
king to afford the Eaft-Tndia company afliftance in 
their affairs ; he afliftcd them with his forces ac- 
cording to his duty, for thefe reafons and this 
which follows, from the lips of lord Clive, ‘‘That 
Mr. Watfon was always confulted, but declined be- 
ing a member of the committee Can it be doubt- 
ed that he did not* approve the infidious undertak- 
ing which was to dethrone a prince, who had nei- 
ther violated nor evaded one article of the treaty, 
and who retrained in tranquillity, although colonel 
Clive had prefumed to commence the miferies of 
war in his dominions againft the French, who was 
as equally eftabhfhed, as juftly entitled to, and as 
lawfully lived under his protection as the Englifh. 
Can it be otherwife than remarked, that as all thofe 
who were then in Bengal,"and were called as wit- 
neffes before the committee^ that Mr. Brercton is . 
almoft the only perfon who can be truly faid not to 
have been a witnefs in his own caufe •, and on that 
account, more unexcepttonably deferves the credit of 
the public in what he depofes : not that I mean to 
reflect on the teftimonies which have been given by 
feveral others, who have delivered their evidence 
on thisoccafion, To the General and to Watts the 
coqdott of this honourable fervice of depofing 
Serajah Dowlah was comm Jtted : both of thefe de- 
ferving pexfonages, the firft as commander of the 

army. 
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army, the fecond as member of the council, had 
by firm agreement and folemn atteftation in the 
presence of God, declared that they would “mvio. 
hbly adhere to the articles of the treaty." Watts 
at the time of framing the confpiracy, uasrefi-, 
dent at the nabob’s court, as minifier tor the com- 
pany ; and with him his conlcientious lordlhip 
correfpondcd in cyphers. Mecr Jaffier w as the man 
who offering the larged fum for the perpetration of 
this infidtou$a&, was determined to be placed on 
the throne of Bengal. In conlequenceof this con- 
clufion, a treaty was ftipulated with the fubjeftto 
dethrone his fovereign ; and by the very ally, w ho 
no more than three months before, had folemnly 
fworn to protett him from all his enemies. 

The treaty w hich had been concluded w iihSeraph 
Dowlah on the' 7th of February, had by the 3d 
article ftipulated, “ That reftitution be made to 
the company of their factories and fettle meets 
which had been taken from them, &c. that an 
equivalent in money be given for inch goods as 
were damaged, plundered or loft, which ftould be 
left to the nabob’s juftice to determine. This cir- 
- cumftance affords an evidence, that even in' the 
minds of the general and council, Serajah Dowlah 
was a prince in ivhofe integrity and juftice it was 
faftly to be confided ; and that he had given no 
caufe of fufpicion, that he would evade or refraft 
the articles to which he had fworn according to his 
own religion. Betides the unjuftifiablenefs of the 
attempt, the mtereft of the company, whofe fer- 
varils; both his lordlhip and the council were lofid- 
ly pronounced againft the undertaking of a deed 
io perfidious, fo difgraceful, and fo inhuman. His 
• . 1 lard- 
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lordftiip notwithftandiug this objection, rcfolvcd 
without hefrsuon, to Itahe the odftence of the 
company in Bengal, on an artcir.pt which was to 
enrich himftlf and his afljciatcs. It is a dcprcc ra- 
ting refic&ton on human hind, but 1 tear it is too 
juft to'bc denied, that (needs in dithonourablc en- 
deavours is too frequently jollified by the approba- 
tion of others, who are'tnriched by it.* His lotil- 
fhip, the committee, and the council were convin- 
ced of the troth of this lcandalous depravity fo 
prctaleni in human nature, when it lias been citi- 
lizul by wealth, obtained even by the dcftru£hon 
of the innocent and deierving * and they accoid- 
ingly prepared the means by which that menc 
might be eftedluated *, profpericy attended their 
criminal tranfafitons. The treaty with Meer 
Jaffier, which preceded the depofing of Scrnjih 
Dowlah, included evident matUs of the provident 
nature. Inftead of confiding in the juftice of the 
nabob to make fathfa&ion for the lots and injuries 
which ihe company, the council 2 nd the factors 
had fuffered, certain Aims were exprcfdy ftipula- 
ted to be paid by Mcer Jatner, to all who had fuf- 
fered at Calcutta by the troops of Scrajah Dowlah, 
and to impart on one of* difinterefted intentions, 
thofe w hofe lofies had not been included in the 
treaty with Seraph. Dowlah, were conhdered in 
that of Meer Jaffier. “ In conlequenee of thi*, 
i,aoo,oool. was to be given to the company, &c. 
and on Mr. Becher’s fuggeftion that the committee, 
who managed the great machine of ^ government, 
was entitled to fome confideration as well as the 
navy and army : Mr. Watts was written to on that 
fubjt£t j but what that confideration was, his lord- 
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ftup never knew dll after the battle*, as it is ealteef 
of flafTey.’’* This being known it feems, " Mr. 
Watfon infilled that he was entitled to fhare of that 
money, but the majority of the gentlemen would 
not agree to It ; and my lord himielf -was of opi* 
nion, that Mr. Watfon was not of the committee : 
but he propofed to the gentlemen to contribute as 
much as would make his (hare equal to the govep 
nor’s and his own, and fent the proportion of the 
fhare he had received. “ In this place it is necef-* 
fary to remark the modefty of the general. He 
and the councihfervants of a trading company* 
debated upon the claim of Mr. Watfon, the king’s 
admiral, whether he'fhould have a fhare in the 
money which was given: and then denying he had 
any right, propofed a contribution which was alfo 
rejected : but the general fays he did juftice to his 
fervices, although he denied him his jufi: right id 
the money. Indeed, before the battle of Plaffey> 
there feemed to be no great occafion to be partial* 
lar in p enquiry, of the fpecific fum which Watts 
had ftipulated for the feleft committee : but when 
the hen had hatched, ic was expedient to know 
the number of the chickens 1 and then on hearing 
the fum, his lordfhip was confcience-tourhed, and 
. declared, ** he thought if too much, and pfopofed 
that the council fhould have a fhare in it. And in 
this manner it Was contrived that all fhould parti- 
cipate in the prey, that none might be left to be 
clamorous agamft the iniquity. -And this is a fpc^ 
cimenthat the policy of his' lordfhip was equal 
to his fordid appetite ; for may it not be Vcafona- 
bly concluded, that the council, who had approved 



L 73 J 

the defign ; wbuld have heavily complained of not 
fharing in the plunder, and have represented this 
affair in a light unfavourable to the general, in 
,their letters to the dirt&ors in England ? in this 
place therefore, thofe who are not intimately .ac- 
quainted with the confcientious defigns of his lord- 
fhip, may probably impute his opinion td left- 
handed wifdom, than »to motives fpringing from a 
ftnfe of equity in the di/lnbution of the money. 
The fum was however, as Mr. Bccher had dated 
it, about too ,ooob and this fum added to the pre- 
ceding, amounts to two millions of money, which 
Meer Jafiier had ftipulated to pay on being feated 
on the throne- of Bengal : befides immenfe prefects, 
as icwiUbefcen hereafter. 

The three confpirators arc gone to receive the 
reward of their tranfadhons, where they mud find 
that the whole wealth of India cannot influence 
their judge. The principal adtor in thB tragedy 
executed jufticc onhimfelf; and on no occaiion 
have I heard a more general lamentation among all 
fuch of ihe human race, as do not rightiouflv dc- 
ferve 10 be publicldy put to death.- The infamy, 
inhdioufnefs and crime of being at once an ambaf- 
fador at a court of an'allied fovereign, and a con-, 
fp'uato' againft him even in thi* degenerate age, 
wants not the terrific pencil of Spagnifter to fill 
our fouls* voth. horror Whilft the minifter w?s 
frequently with Serajah Dowlah on terms of fa- 
vour, he was refuioufiy plotting his deftruftion, 
Lut on tins dexefhibJr undertaking, it was found 
e>. pedierw to affociate that Omichund already men- 
tioned, who was a Bengal merchant and confined 
a pnfoner in Calcurta'by Drake, when the place 
\Qh. ill. I uas 
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was^ taken and plundered by Serajah Dowlah, 
Umichund having fuftatned a confidcrable diminu* 
tun of his riches from the nabob’s army, when they 
plundered Calcutta, was not only incenfcd againlt 
his prince, but dtfirous of regaining by treafon 
what he had loll by war. At the fame time, as he 
had been ill treated by ihe iinglifh, in being im* 
prifoned, he was naturally a perfon uqfufptfUd of 
being well inclined to them ; and as he wa« a man 
of weight and intimacy with Metr jaflier,and other 
great men of the nabob’s court, he was t deemed 
to be a proper perfon to be co-adjutor in this perfi- 
dious caule. Omichund was neither lefs infidious, 
,e ! s ra P ac,ou s. nor Itfs honelt than either of thofe 
y' o planned and were carrying on the work. He 
therefore, w ith readmefs engaged in this confpiracy ; 
5SiT!tf" lh,n 8 s were fo far advanced that he pof- 
j 1 ? P<jvver of difclofing and preventing the 
defign, he refolvcd to avail htmfelf of that power ; 

thofe wall whom he was con/ 
iour f™ Ire f cher >'» X0 '*Uy void of, faith and ho- 
cerfid.ou s n hr hC ;°T ,0US v,olation of both, by their 
S d , h « efnr rCaC 5 0ftrealy - w,lh Scrajah Dow lab ; 

tly placed in’, heir pToS/^Tw ^ i™'"'"”' 
operate on mm nfr anc * ^ eat ^ alone could 

tl’ereforceHocirue/m j'h ba " d °^ d P ri ? ri l lles - Bd "S 

Participate in It , Z i a" . cn,r "> he refolvcd to 
fj- demanded of Wans ; Md P e ' c ^P»"- 

per cent on Seraiah 3 f)n ft. 01 ru F CK > :ln ' 1 S' 0 

smounted to four m,lliro° ft “ri S treaf “ res - ' vhlch 

would 
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Muld inform the nabub of their dtfign, and get 
iim put to death. Watts terrified by this menace, 
tranlmittcd this account to his lorriilnp ;,and my 
lord, on receiving this advice afTumes the honoura- 
ble fervicc of planning the means of preferving 
Watts, deceiving Omichund, and continuing him 
a faithful ally in their exedrable undertaking* And 
nil this was to be accomplilhed by a hftmous trea- 
ty, for he had 'previoufly planned the depofing of 
Scrajah Dowlah, by a real one* 'To this account 
his lordfhip adds, '‘That he thought art and polity 
Warrantable in defeating the purpoies of fuch a vil- 
lain as Omichund j and that the council aflented 
to it.” - * 

It is vefy remote from my mrenrion to attempt 
an extenuation of this charge of villainy in Omi- 
chund. I readily allow its truth i but at the fame 
time I acknowledge myfelfin great embarraflment, 
by what arguments to make thar an honourable 
for vice in hislordfltip, which was villainous m Omi-* 
chund* The merchant^ a fubjedt of Serajah "Dow- 
lah, was engaged in a coMpiracy agatnft his fove- 
reign una&uated by any pallhting motives 

His lordfhip had, declared, in the prefence of 
God aod his Saviour, that he would invariably ad*i 
here to the treaty tnade w.th the nabob i he had 
been the plannir alfo, pr at lead the approver of 
purchasing Omichund to dethrone his prince T hs 
treaty with Meei Jaffier wa* not in confequcnce of 
defeating Seraph Dow lah openly In arms* but a 
preparative Hi pula ti on to encourage them to a hof- 
tile invaUon oi his country, without Ins having af- 
forded the lead reafonable prerext far this detefta- 
bU breach of faith. His lordlhip Confidently pro- 
• Bounces, 
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nouncds, that all his are honourable fervices, and 
defies the world tocontradift it. I mull therefore 
refign it to better cafuills to fettle this, diftmdHon, 
. and explain in what manner villainy in Omichuni! 
and honour in his lordfhip, can arifefrom the fame 
tranfadtions. But his lordfhip - is' an honourable 
man : fb are they all ■; all honourable men. The 
words of Sir John FalflafF fo diftinguiihcd for his 
elevated and fenttmenul conceptions of honour, 
* l J ‘ a 3 uc upon’t, .when thieves cannot be true one 
to another.” T he demand of Omichund was 
apparently complied with ; and a treaty drawn up, 
in will'll U was llipulnttd, ih.nl lie Mas lo receive 
ine thirty lacks of rupees, and the five per cent, on 
■ s ‘ r . M , fur f : an d by this arrifice fo war- 
ramable hrs iordlWs opini6n, Omichund svas 
delurnely "•ith-held from dilcovcrint: the confpira'- 
cy to his fovereign It feems this ifliiious treaty 

hT/'io'Ju •" ''I ‘’T 1 ' 1 lho, " Ji: “»• on white. 
His lordfhip who knew that this red treaty mud 

fubtlbid h V1 Ad by ,°, n '. ichuml ' if * "« 

that in all y Admiral Wjtfon, conceiving alfo, 
that m a H men imerert would fuperfede the fenfe of 

fokd bv [ha, U "f ,h “ be figned and 

whofe b |fear h t was'? - C ‘ ,n ? 3n , d ' r - But ,his Watfon - 
ged in his fnvp ■ w°- w ^ en he W3S enea- 

'VnZMe S US ferV ‘ Ce ’ 3nd in aaions 

'vith an opinion, . itataffi": 1 '? 5 " 0t “ be 

. * treaty j 
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treaty ; bat abfolutely condemned it as infamous in 
itfclf, and ddhonoutable in him to approve or ra- 
tify. On this occafion his lordfnip firft fays, “Mr. - 
Watfon rcfufed to fign it ; ' but to the beft'of. his 
remembrance, gave Lufhington who carried it, 
leave to fign it for him. That his lordthip never 
made any fccret of it. He thinks it v ar ran table - 
in inch a cafe, and would do it again a hundred 
times. He had no interefted motive in doing it ; 
and did it with expe&ations of deceiving a rapa- 
C'ous man : and yet wc fhall foon find, that this 
difinterefied hero Tapacioufiy acquired, beyond 
the fum of one million by this deceit, as much as 
would more than a hundred times rewaul his fer- 
\iees,\\ ere they all honourable; as he fo confident- 
ly pionounces them to have been : yet fuch is the 
difference of opinion amongft mankind, that I 
find not many people inclined to agree with his 
lordihip’s difintcreftednefs of temper, either on 
this occafion or any other ; more particularly, as 
in another part of his evidence he lays, “ he had 
fixed upon this time to make his fortune <n(y, and 
certainly th'at event could not have been \vell,ac- 
complbhetl, had Omicltund difcoicrcd the con- 
fpir-cj to Serajah Don lab.’’ 

His lordlKip then afferts “ he had never heard 
Mr. Watts had made a promifc to Omtchund of 
money dire&ly nor indirectly . I beg his lordlhip's 
pardon, and defire to differ from him on this occa- 
sion ; for if he had not heard that Mr. Warts had 
dirtdHy promifed that Omichund lhould receive 
the money already mentioned, why did he plan a 
fictitious treaty, which in. appearance was to give 
it to him? & 

His . 
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His lord (hip then fays, that Mr. Lulhinglon v.‘M 
the perfon who figned admiral Watfon’s name,’ 1 
by his lordfhip’s order, and fubfequent to [his he 
adds, “ he did no: recolicft whether Mr. Lufbing. 
ton brought bad: the treaty with Mr. Watfun's 
name. To the bed of his remembrance, Lufiiing* 
ton told him, that admiral Watfon gave him leave 
to fign his name to the fictitious treaty. He dors 
not recoiled whether Mr. Watfon's fetl was put to 
it; but believes the name and feal were put to 
],!, i, 1 ! 16 treat * es » before they were difpatched to 
Mr. W atts. And that his lordlhip in another pait 
of his evidence, fays, he Ihould not have declared 
that Watfon had confemed to have his name put to 
the fictitious treaty, if he had not underftood fo 
from iLuflungron ; but tint he would have order- 
ed hts name to be put, whether the admiral had 
confented or not. i he reader mud reconcile all 

Fn 1 " e M only remark, that in 

h-ngland, the figmng or ordering to be fren'ed, 
another mans name t° a writing of the proceeding 

oii5 d ben e firTf ry !, fc 0 , a>,andde3th the law, with- 

and ^he^ate^hancellor^Yo'rk" when^h^ Cambderl 

’ pany 1 * Decemll PC, ‘ ! '° n ° f ,lle 
majerty’s fubjefts cauv’lns lalfw IrkTlwm' wh-rr! 

nev r er^m7f“o„,in h r ’I ^ 

Bnilb the carreer En S lj nd, as hr would 

ign^nbS’ST^ l,y f ■ 

of forgeries and felonies T„ it™ T f ? 

lorddiip’s example has give^eve^StS 
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thority tb many inquiries that no men^ would dare 
to pracHfe in this country with impunity. 

But according to the evidence of Mr. Brereton* 
the admiral neither 'figned nor Scaled the treaty, 
and refufed the proportion of being figned by an- 
other ; for he adds, he had too great a heart, and > 
that before' the admiral died, , he had heard that 
his name was put to the treaty; that the fecret 
committee had agreed to fharc the thirty lacks, fti- 
pulated for Omichund among themfelvcs, j and to 
exclude the admiral from his lhare, becaufc he 
had not figned the treaty, and that he thought it 
dilhonourabte to deceive Omichund. 

In order to accomphlh that deceit, and pacify 
Omichund, it was alfo lately requilice that Meet 
Jaffier thou Id ft go the fi&itious treaty as well as the 
real ; and this he willingly performed for the pre. 
fervation of himfelf and finally depended on the 
concealment of that treafon in which he was then 
engaged. At the fame time he was induced to it 
by the confidetation that (he real treaty was alone 
to' be obligatory on him. But it feems his lord- 
Oiip and the fcledb committee were not difpofed > 
to let the nabob, whom they had exalted, efcape 
fo cafily, when the depofing and murder of Serajalt 
Oowlah were compleatly perpetrated. Omichund * 
was indeed deprived by the real treaty of that re- ' 
ward, for his viliames, which was flipulated in the 
fictitious and to give the thirty lacks to his lordh 
flup and his feleft committee, among whom, it 
ieemsthey were hongftly divided, as the renume- 
ration of their* honourable fervices. All this plun-» 
der, duplicity and perfidioulhcfs, was thought war- 
ranpbje.on fuch occafions. Mr. Cooke, alfo le- 

cretary 
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cretary to' the fcleft committee in Bengal, at the 
time of this tranfaftion, depofcs in his evidence, 
that admiral Wat Jon faid ** he had not figned the 
treaty, but left them todoasth&y pica led ; drug- 
ging up his fliouldcrs**.' * 

1 he two treaties, the real and fiftiuous, being 
thus figned and fealed, were tranfmittrd to Mr. 
Watts, w ho had been three montlis employed in 
negotiating the revolution, and thy final terms of 
the agreement between Meerjaflier, and that ho* 
neft minifier being fettled, the army began their 
march in a few dsys, and then fays his lordfiiip, 
“when the army marched, Meerjaflier had pro- 
filed, that he and.his Ion would join them with a 
large force at Cutwa,” 

Hut when they arrived there, they faw no ap- 
pearance of forces to join them, but received letters 
from Mecr Jaff.cr, that the nabob had fufpeflrcl 
his defigns, and made him fwear on the Koran that 
je would not aft againft him, and therefore he 
could not give the promifed affiftance ; but that 
when they met Serajah Dowlah in the field, he 
would then aft. - 

Omiclumd alfo had received letters from the 
nabob s camp, that the affair was dilcovcicd, and 
thatMeer Jaffier and the nabob were one. 

Omichnn 1 ? 3 ^ CarS l ^ 3t r ^' s V *^ a * n > this rapacious 
c r V-.fn"''* 1 ' 6 entertained in the 

of them heing n enga^ed"n ed th S f* I ° r ^ lhi P* c f, h 

On 



On this intelligence, his lordfhip allow?, * he 
was much puzzled , for he thought it extremely 
' hazardous to pal's a river, which is only fordable in 
one place ; march 150 miles up the country, and 
nlquc a battle; when if a defeat enfued, not one 
jnan would have returned to tell it. It is eafy to 
believe, he was in -a very great puzzle bn this oc- 
catlon; and indeed, he feemed not to have gotten 
clear of it at the moment of his giving this rela- 
tion# Is there a man living, who Ihall read this paf- 
fage, that can imagine that the nabob and Ins army 
were not a hundred and fifty miles from his lor c*- 
jhip ? in comphifance to fo diftinguiflied a con - 
mander, I do not peremptorily pronouncS, that 
this was not the truth and yet, his lordfhip fays, 
** they crofled the river, marched all night in m- 
ccflant ram, and the nabob attached them early in 
the morning." Now does it not feem fomewhat 
difficult to account how the army of the heaven- 
born general, or of the nabob, or of both together, 
could have marched fp expeJitioufly, as to have 
met each other in the (pace of forty -eight hours ? 
i have heard of fl)ing fquadrons, but never till 
this time of flying armies Perhaps his lordfhip, 
who hid revolted from his folemn declaration, m" 
the prefence of God and his Stuour, was not a 
little puzzltd on that occafion, as he may be at pre- 
font, to conceive how Meer Jaffier could pofiibly 
imagine himfelf to be bound hy an oath taken on 
the kora n of that impoftor Ivlahomer. 'Whatever 
tni^ht have been the caufe, no doubt can be ad- 
my<cd of the truth of that wnich his lordfhip Ins 
laid concerning bis puzzlement. In this 'bewtl- 
dered fituation he called a council of war. 

Vol III, , K 
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The qucftions he put were, “ Whether thee 
fliould crofs the river and attack Serajah-Dowlah 
with their own force alone, or wait for further in- 
telligence.” 

Sir Eyre Coote gives in evidence, ” that his !ord- 
fntp, at the council of war told them, that Mon. 
heur Law, with a body of French was within three 
•days march of joining the nabob, whofe army was 
50,000 men ; and that he called them together for 
thetr opinion, whether in thefe circumllances, it 
would be prudent to come to an immediate engage, 
ruent with the nabob ; or fortify themfelves where 
icy were, and remain till the monfnon was over, 
and the Morattah s could be brought into the coun- 
rryand jom them. “ As Sir Eyre Copre does not 

more i- be P u2lkd ' 0n this occafion, I chufe 
to prefer lus evidence. 

memh ! 0rd ' hlp , p , ! a f cd to'fayalfo, that every 
!hev h!d S r • th Tr 0pi ? 10nS ™ attack, till 

S d r Vc 1 " 1 intelligence, except the 
captains Coote and Grant. “ But Sir Evre Coote 

^fntom-" ,hS 8 ' nCraI a " d ‘"’rive othXw^! 

gatnft coming to an engagement, and that he and 
S’! more were for an immediate ffion " His lord- 

SSisft ‘; d ;:L d : chrc - s« * 

his council of war Who votedfo?-'^ ™ ‘J'” ? ° f 
uck of the nabob , bur da, k S' 

- 

oobl^rjh« , n 0 ctoked raindS ’ f why thb' 

whochooL !o b'ktloa eh 7 T f°tds/ For 
«= bones of men whom he has"^®^ , He- 
1 - , - ■ , 
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obja£t that could bs rationally purfued ; an Imme-’ 
dute engagement. And yet his , lordlhip was 
greatly puzzled, and agrees with Sir Lvre Coott 
that any other thing wpuld have been 'the ruin of 
the Eaft-India company; neverchelefs,' aeainft 
voted 6 1>!erervative « ,he heaven-born generaL 

Is it not ftrange therefore, that he values his 
difarnment as he does in faying,.- that ,f he . 
had abided by that council, it would have been 
he rum of the taft-India company?” to whom 
" c " ,' s ' he P«fcntat.on of it due ? to his Jotdfhip 
and thofc who united opinion with him, otto 
Sir Lyre Coote and officers who voted for an im- 
mediate engagement ? .not to his lordthip, whofe 
opmion v.as ronfefledly f„ch, .as muft have ruined 

hc himfelf deter- 
mined to give battle. Sir Eyre Coote favs in 
about a n hour afHr t|)e cou ' d , broke up hts 
ordffitp informed him unalUd, that nowith- 

;'taht r lotd,hiris 0 of h an 0 , l h h ' rorcl - K 

and declared "‘P 1S °t another opinion. 

Sir Em cJk " i th the rela,ion of 

diate engagement in about'auTourlifter ?h, imn,C< 
cit broke up, the world minKr k ‘ tcr,t be coun- 
he had bee P „’ 

Conner, with .a view to heat that of o“hers'°”nd 
f> conceal h,s own; or that convinced by £ rt 

fans* 
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fans; winch had been conveyed in the arguments 
of Sir Eyre Coote, he had military knowledge" 
fuffictent to difeern the felf evident truth *, thatjehe' 
only thing which could preferve on the company 4 
from ruin was the foie objett that could be pur- 
fued but his lordfhip took twenty four hours 
mature confideration, to determine on this affair, 
on which an earth-born general would never have 
convened a council of war to debate, 6r have re- 
tarded a moment from carrying it 'into execution. 

On the 22 d of June, fays his lbrdfhip, the ar- ’ 
my croffed the river, ' marched ’ all' night* 
a in id (l mediant rains, until they reached Tlaffey 
grove, and early' m the morning they were at- k 
tacked by Serajah Dowlah in that Situation/ As- 
the battle had already been given, in part by Sir 
Eyre Coote, he fhould only obferve, that its being 
attended with fo little bloodlhed, arofe from two 
caufes ; Reft, the army was (heltered by fo high a 
bank, that the heavy artillery of the enemy could 
not poffibly do them much mifehiefi " This ,a‘d- 
vantageous fltuation was, however' of „ neceTIity 
-taken, under the aufpicious guidance of the night,' 
becaufe the army marched all night, and' was at- 
tacked the next morning ; thus on a former occa- 
fion, the heaven-born general was a flirted by a 
fog, in this he was preferred by darknefs ; by the 
former he elcaped through the cnemyYarmy al- 
moft undifcovercd ; by the latter' he was led to a 
rtation in w hich 'he 'was fecured ,/rorh their heavy 
artillery by a bank, I* humbly prefume that this 
fituaflon being not of "‘his lordfhip’s choice,* is 
another ]proof of his being favoured by the place 
of his nativity ; ahd Yiith what admirable propri- 

‘ ety,* 



tly, he is diftinguifhcd by the exalted name of 
the heaven-born general. ' 

■As bis lordfliip is plcafed to acquicfcc with Sir 
iiyre Coote s account, I triufl apply thereto, in 
order to (hew that the gcneralfhip of this day, is 
not to be equalled by all the afts of other mag- 
nanimous commanders ; as it is demonftratieel v to' 
be evinced by the records of all thrfe illullri- 
ous writers, who have tranlmittcd their atchleve- 
ments to pofterity. 

- The defcription of this battle unhappily is not ' 
m the reports : this omiffion I imagine/ could, 
fume PjW. r I om . no 0<1 '" «»w. than that 
? f , the r a “ n,n,i ' 1 “ invidious of that ’ 
exemplary and fupcrlor (kill In svar sshich his 
this occafion, ignobly' 
vor d ? Jl 'i f T ’ hc ntinsiratlon of the 
™’l “™ B'nties of the heaven-borp 

i 
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glorious tranfaaions°of of concealing the 

bloody field - fin™ r ‘ , v ' ,( -' rl fought and. 

that day,' his iord(hi°™l ' ’ C ‘'“'hlefs'hpnours.of _ 
title, of Baton ofFhffi. “* " S il,ufirioi ' s 

dercriprion r of/h« C vr‘ 5CV n ence ’ the follosving ' 
in the minutes of lt,,e ’ w “ publlfhed . 

«n„p > . j lt -icct commtttce 

the morning 'dfe "nabobv Vf d “ Grove’in ] 

“ taboos army appeared at tha 

diflancc 
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dlftance of five miles, marching round us to* 
wards the * right, with a numerous train of art’ll-, 
lery : the cannon being mounted on bundles of 
bamboos tied together, 'and each piece drawn by 
twenty or thirty pairs of oxen ; the troops, 

elephants, and camels richly cloathed, cabled and 
caparifoned, appeared through the train } ft) that 
the fight, to an undefcerning mind, really fcemed 
formidable. At the fame time, every circum- 
fia nee to a judicious underfhnding, proved their 
weaknefs. / 

At fix* in the morning, the cannonading began 
onboth fides. Our army was then ordered into a 
line of battle before the grove. , We regained in 
that pofition motionlefs,* t and expofed to the ene- 
my’s fire till eleven. When having loft a few men, 
lord Clive retired- to Plafiey houfe, and ordered 
the troops to follow under cover of the wood. In 
the muift of this confufion and uncertainty, the 
colonel called a council of war. But when the y 
officers arrived at the houfe appointed, he had no- 
thing to propofe. ~ In this place, I cannot but, re- { 
mark, with what immenfe judgment the .general 
kept his army motionlefs, and expofed to the ! 
enemy’s fire for five whole hours, in order to afeer- 
tain, by that experiment, whether their valour 
wag 'as paflive a$ he knew it’ was aftive. I 
am apt to coincide with the evidence of Sir Eyre 
Cootc, in this particular of his lordfhip' having no- 
thing 'to' propofe. For it plainly appears, from 
hU relation of what, paffirri in thp former council ' 
of war, compared wuh what Sir Eyre fays, and 
from what is conftffcd by toy lord hiftifelf, that 
he v.as in a great puzzle at that time! .And -this 

t -> 'ii - 



t 8° ] 


is undoubtedly an ample apology for the defective- 
nefs of his memory, on this memorable occafion. 
In the middle, of his perplexity ; he has unde- 
Jignedly, to before, forgotten all that , Sir Eyre 
.Coote remembers and relates, and which does 
him fuch fignal honour as a military commander. 
.In this Situation, when his Iordfhip had nothing 
^to propofe in council. What do you conceive was 
then done, by the officers whom he had called to- 
gether to confult upon nothing all ? Why really, 
they feperated, and each returned to" the place 
from whence he came. 


His lordihip however, who feems ambitioifs to 
follow the precedents of princes, immediately re- 
jolvcs to imitate that of prince Prettyman in the 
rehear.. For being /nuch fatigued both in body 

and mind, he is fo furprifed with fteep he' cannot 
Jpeak a word. For Sir Eyre Coote, an eye wit- 
jiefs, allures us, the general lay down to take a 
little reft. This I am bold to after t, is the firft 
lnltancc of all the heroic deeds of war and chival- 
ry, that ever a general vfent to bed in the middle 
ment uncertaint y ,and confufion of an engage- 

1 ca " recol,ca > not one of the Roman 
£5? W S CVe n e ™ fuch fu P rcme tranquility, 

, ? We ' 0 .^ 1 ' 1 the middle of a battle,- or 
““l ‘“"f?, 'X ar > and 'to have nothing to 
theAfmle Theft , l! *t; Ilr *o u s afts were referved for 
' e S o nera ,Grea ' Britainhas produced. No 

5 ““?;; tecord of- any one £f the ancient 

attainment rf”*' ' V t° had cached the fublime 
«?vTddleb C ? I T lin ? himfclf to, fleep in the 

very m v ddle of fuch confiiflon ; and it is irapoffi- 

bie 
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Whe can merit to be named in comparifoh with 
foy lord, tti theexaked\ic\v of a flee ping general. 

, £or in thofe remote 'days, drums, guns and can- 
non v, ere unknown. To have ftept therefore in 
the middle 'of fuch a paltry confufion, as could 
have arjfcn without thefe mftruments of war, can 
include no more genids or heroifm, than taking a 
hap next door to a brazier's (hop. Whereas, his 
lordfhip mod tranquilly refigned himfelf to the em- 
braces of fleep in the huddle of the drumming, 
’Bring, and cannonading of both armies. 

' This I humbly believe an mftance of fuLh magnani- 
mity, as is not to be parallelled in paft tranfa&ions, 
nor to be expefted in future. Sir EyrcCooie con- 
tinue'. In the mean “while, forne of our can- 
non balls having killed the 'elephant on which 
Scrajah Dowlah’s head general, Meer Modur rode; 
this officer \\ as killed by the fall of the animal , 
and^ve having killed’ and wounded many of the 
oxen v/ho drew the artillery, thc^reft v. ere there- 
i by impeded ; fo that the enemy’s army, from both 
accidents* were thrown in the greatest confufion. 
We are no\v happy in being able to (he^v the fupe- 
rionty of his lordftup’s military fuccefs to that of 
an officer, who is of no fmall ' renown in modem 
hiflory. 

The great perfonage I mean, is the celebrated 
’hYvjor Sturgeon. .That renowned warrior In his 
attackon the gibbet of Onflow Heath, had themis- 
Tortune to be "engaged and defeated by a drove of 
oxen- His brdfbip had the glory to defeat not 
only the oxen, but one elephant alfo : which 
elephant flew the chief general of that army, and 
thereby if defeated the enemy. And. yet to do 
VoU HI. ' L, 3 the 
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the major juftice, the difafter of that ill fated-da? 
at Onflow, may beafcribed to his not being afleep 
at that time ; as he probably never had heard that 
in all engagements with oxen, an order toobtatna 
complete victory, it is indifpsnfably requifite that 
the commander in chief be faft: afleep, as his lord* 
fliip \\ as at the amazing battle of PlafJey. 

Sir Ejre Coote continues, “ from thence they . 
began to retreat, which was {till more difficult, 
from the death of the fatd oxen, and the unwieldy, 
carriages, or rather contrivances, on which the 
cannon were placed. Had his lordlhip been maf*. 
ter of the butcher’s company, and his army con- 
fiftcd entirely of gentlemen of the fame, trade, tt 
is fcarce credible they could have proved more fa- 
tal to the oxen : “ In the mean while it was ob» 
served, that fame troops who had occupied a rifing 
ground in the front, were retreating ; and that a 
leu trench Europeans who had taken poffieffionof 
\ we , re - 1 , ,k . cwlfc r going off. Major Kilpa- 
» \ y? advice _of captain Grant, immediate- 

X b . 0dy , 0f mcn to and faize upon 
th* S * ^ nd n0W l ^ c dan S er i 3C * n g over, and 
;2l 0n ’ »t was thought high time to wake 
» n n , K : \ An '. 1 Mr. Marriott was font 
fHd anHf* ko ioHantly returned to the 

trickforo^, 0mt <o major Kilpa- 

his orders" '?? '° ^ * Il '. n llc "as afleep without 

Riv-t orders in hi. "n«"‘ 1 lh:l ' jorddt'p ^ rould 

every advantacefn d /bought his duty to rake , 
very advantage t0 defeat the enemy, and preferve 

them- 
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ttam&Wes, during the fvveet flSmber of the com/ 
«und r m chief: This it fiems ^tecattfidercd byC 
his lord 'hip as a breach of military the.- 
nnjar hid better luck, than Sir Koberr&fltehsr : 
he was neither tried nor difmilTed the fervice by a 
court-martial *, as it happened to the latter, from 
keeping the common loldiers from a mutiny, and 
thereby the general from being put to death. 

However the battle being won “ his lordfhip 
perceiving the fituation of the enemy, ordered cap- 
tain Coote immediately to march into the intrench- 
roents, which he entered without much oppofition. 
The rout in the nabob’s army was now become 
general, excepting a large body of horfe, which 
was coming fecmingly to furround us, in a regu- 
lar formidable manner. The artillery were turn- 
ed againft them, which difperfed fome and ftopt 
the reft. But after ftvcral fignals and mdTagc*, 
this proved to be Mecr Jaffier, who was infant 
coming to join us.” And thus the general, who 
bid been afleep whilft his foes were killing, was 
determined to make ample amends when he was a- 
wake, by his a&ivity in firing upon his confede- 
' rates." 11 In this memorable battle,” continues Sir 
Eyre Coote, “ we had the misfortune to loie three 
Europeans, and twenty-fix feapoys killed j and 
five Europeans and forty feapoys wounded : be- 
fides oxen and elephants, the enemy mull have 
loft above two hundred fouls.” Thus ended the . 
famous battle of Plafijy, in which the hair-breadth 
’ Tcapes and imminent points of danger, the im- 
menfe exhibinon, and fomniferous proivefs obtain- 
ed for this triumphant heroj the honourable tide 
bf ta tact Plsfifty* And in this place we cannot 
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but remark vhh altomfhmcnt, what a lingular fa. 
voun e of heaven this confptcuous general muff 
Be Near Calcutta, he and his army were almoft 
nurULuIoufly preferred by a tog, « htch the natette 
denominated a vi&on In the night at Maffcy- 
lorove, he was accommodated with the mod ad. 
vantageous dilution, which defended his troops ’ 

Jrom.tlte fire of the enemy's artillery , and in Ins 

llecp he was not only fecund from danger, but was 

B fiull h "“r m'‘ a< ! ry ’ and 1 h °pe "hen lord 
fnd ft c n if ave ruffic ' en , t >)' Wci ghed the heroic deeds 
wain m m "uary matters, that 
were performed bj the means of foes and mehr 

an^artr^rof^ 11 ^' 5 au{ P lt ‘ c !* and ^ & h, defeated 
d” » iH 0 ” 1 '"’ bchdcs camels, elephants 

no more than/nnn “ ,,h forc “ confine 0 f 
together w, r h bllmjn-ans, and 2000 leapoys, 
cither with me altonidung art of fallimf (alt 

£;i7 ,d t Uf * ba ‘ f " - 'hat he wfll f 0 
P' rfi(l “ %mg. <• This natton doth not 


poffers a neneral '"V” 15 ’ e ‘ nI , s nJ,l0n doth not 
chief." 8 ”* who ,sfit 10 bc commander in 


has piimed f hi t s l 'lo r C d e rnmfh d f^ ll10n j a ' pamtcr > "ho 
in order to adorn Hi/ at: lrsand atchicvemcnts, 
deliver them no h P 3Ct at and ,0 

rav, feed ere, o h b ' C ° m ' n S gW doi n to the 
humble febm,ffion t l,r ndtr, " E „ ruc "' ro «. ™h 
hare imitated the celeb^ Un , r, '' al,c d arttfts might 

"ho , n dehneanng P a mrer T,manthe/, 

having exhaulled h„ powers of 1 * ° F IP h lgeme, 
m the countenances of dtofe frf ? xpre ® n g g™f,‘ 
who were prefent r nnr«i / n f nds and relations 


who were prefent conr^fe/^k 1 ^ 5 and relations 
mimnon m his diapery lt ///? ° f 


ky thefc he meant to 
%nf fy 
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figntfy, that the fathers afft&ion being inex* 
prefiible, he took this method of conveying the 
excels of it to the fpeftators. ' According to this 
idea, he would have entirely covered the battle of 
Calcutta, .with the rcprefcncation of that' fog,- 
which fo propmoufly protc&ed’ my lord and all 
his holt from the Nabob’s forces ; it being other- 
ivife impoffible to do juftic? to the general,' and * 
the glory of that unequalled day ; at the fame time 
it would have plainly pronounced in how eminent 
a degree the general was favoured by the place of 
his nativity. This method of delineating that 
battle, would have faved him a world of ftudy in 
compofition, drawing and colouring; and then he 
might have wrote under it, this is the battle of- 
Calcutta : The motto to this conqueft at Calcutta, 
might have been inferibed, Dedit vWoriam nebula. 
As to that of Plaflcy, it -has been already allego- 
rically designed, with moft admirable propriety 
and happmefs of invention, near the feene of 
hftibn, on a wall in Plaftey houfe. -In this fub- 
iime defjgn, the heaven-born general was repre- 
fented faft afleep on his back, in his Pallanquin; 
■with his' mouth .wide open ; and -fortune in that 
pofture, in .which' the niceft and moft exalted la- 
dies, mull on fome occafton, condefcend to place 
themfelves, was, beneficently dropping into the 
mouth of her diftingui/hed favourite ; from that 
part to which fame applies her poftcrior trumpet, 
riches, titles, ribbands, and honours. 

We mud return to the ghaftly field of battle, 
deeply enlanguined with the blood of oxen : Se- 
xajah Dovlan, deferred by Meer Jaffier and his 
fiorle, and finding' as hi? lordfhip tells us, as a 
■ ' feigned 
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feigned reafon for fo few being (lain that hi: 
. array did not do their duty, and that no confidence 
was to be placed in them, flew to the city, (and for 
the fake of expedition on an elephant) which he 
reached that night, thirty miles from the field of 
u - T,le ,' roo P s purfued the routed army 
about nine 'miles., and in the evening Metr 
Jaffa fent him word, that he and many more of 
the great officers, anda very conliderableparrof the 
armys were in expectation of his ordets : “ His 
ford (hip fent his truffy Watts and Scrafton to 
•wait upon him ” Meer Jaffa came the next 
morning accompanied with his fon, 'made many 
apologies to him for the non-performance of his 
agreement mjom him, and faid his fate was in 

that §!* “ rdfW P a(rure<1 Meer Jaffier, 

mat the Engltfh would mod religioully perform 

him 10 P u rfue SirajahDoa- 

wi.h™eEng,iffi y arr y d that ““ 

Wmli!?" o Ja ? eC , C0 “ ld not but be convinced 
With Sefahlt '? l 0rdlW P had obP «'«< >hc treaty 
The S , Uo ; vllb - concluded and fuorn to in 
prom P D frhd r° d f d hU Saviour; how 

mdSooJh- r C ° P ' rcd ' vith h ™. <o a revolt, 

4 Z w C r en ' and the ally of the Eog- 

atricle whth " -"' adEd - nor refradled one 
Km either ,o fufp-ft ' U *' WaS , im P° mlalc f« 
confidence in life t, ° r 0C 10 p ace an entire 
Jordfhip. h hono,Ir acii ml, g, o n > of his 

arrived at M 3 imd"5| >1 |u d rayS h,5lnrdf Wp, being 

with which his palace was “ hls ,relfi,re * 

s paiace W a S fiifej, employed him- 
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felf in lartfhing it among the troops, to engage 
them to ano*her battle, but to no purpofe , for bo 
could not purchafc their confidence 

About twelve at night, the fatal news was 
brought him, that Meer Jafficr was arrived in the 
city,°clofcIv followed by the Enghfti arm) ? Be- 
trayed by his allies, rebelled againft by his fXib- 
je&«, and deferred oy Ins troops, this unhappy 
prince was at length reduced to fice from his capi- 
tal, and fingly feek an afylum for life alone. 

The Enghlh army being encamped, his lord- 
fhtp fent MefTrs Watts and Wallh to congratulate 
Meer Jafiicr on his fuccefs, w ho had done nothing 
at all, and know the tune w hen he fhould enter 
the city In confcquence of this, the day was 
fixed, and he entered that city, at the head of two 
hundred Europeans and fW hundred feapoys. 

In regard to the fate ofSerajah, his larjftup 
faid, (t He had been informed, that he fled, and. 
took fli-ker in a Faakier’s houfe, whofe nofe and 
ears he had cut off upon a former occafion Ihac 
there was a brother of Meer Jafiierat Rafamcre (a 
fmall diftance from the place where he toolv a re- 
fuge) thac this Faakier fent immediate notice to 
him, that he had Seraph Dow Jah in his houfe, and 
he fhould keep him till he could fend lum that 
the nabob’s brother immediately ftt out with a 
few attendants, and feized him , and that he was 
brought from thence to the city, and immediately 
put to death by Meer ham, Meer Jiffier s fan , ic 
is faid, without the father’s knowledge , that lus 
lordihip knew nothing of it, till the next day, 
when the nabob made him acquainted with it, and 
’ apoiogi- 
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SpologiM for his conduit, byfajing, thathcharl 
nifed a mutiny among his troops. ’ And this Hit 
all his lordfhip knew of the matter.” That is all 
that he chofc to reveal concerning this detcfiabli 
deed. 

The reports from' the fcleft ind fccret commit- 
tee. appointed .by the .houfe of commons, will . 

^ throstr a new light lipon divers tranfadtions of his 

Jordlhip and other rervants of the company, which 
we flatter durfclves to exh.bit to the general fatis- 
faction of our readers. * 

i tran ^ at ' on of the folio wW jetter, feht by 
his highnefs the nabob to the company, March 
* 1 773* 'Vrll Ihew what opinion the princes 
of the country entertain of the rulers of their fac- 

goyemment. Clr “ ot - 

doSn of <rxalte-d dignity, Otftrafr of Hm- 
liirhtnfr P b lla ;? f ' hc , k, ' , g don ’. lamp of the date; 
to 8 rioudn h ' f “'t? f thc ™gmmlmous prince, vic- 
2d ° f a ' to " 5 ' ^ Arcoi 

of die 'o h n;,e,lT rabI ' court of *tcftors for a flairs 

.™&eSSr“ rChanti 0f ***> 

Honourable. 

Which { had'the 'happfnefs of ^ 0 - fM3rC ' 1 
governor and cauncdof Fort of'S 1 ™ 8 f [ om 
of Oitober lift I 7 r “' Ge ° r E'. the 2 fftft 

’ there 
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there are fiill many things necefiary to be explain^ 
ed to you, I have thought proper to,trouble you 
tvith this letter ; this 1 meant to have fent by the 
the laftfhip, but I was made fo unhappy by the 
dUifioos and difagrcemerus between your fervancs, 
v, hom I could have wilhed to reconcile, as fucb 
quarrels among the members of your government 
afFtft my intereft nearly as well as your’s ; there- 
fore I wifli for a more fortunate hour to tranfmit v 
my beft wifhes to my friends ;~and although my 
endeavours to bring about a reconciliation -was 
without efifedt ; yet. as t now have the fatisfadtiori 
to intrufl my letter to colonel Archibald Campbell, 
who is a man of honour and integrity ; t l look up- 
on it as a happy omen and a fore-runner of good 
fortune. *. , * 


It makes me extremely happy that you are 
plcafcd with my declarations of firm friendftiip, 
and that the tiftimontes which I have given you 
of my invariable attachment to your interefts are 
latisfjdlory. The confidence you have in my good 
faith and honourable principles gives me the great- 
tft joy, and your attachment which you exprefs 
for my perfon, family and government, of w hicn 
your orders to continue the renting of the jaghier 
to me, and your ready acquiefcing in my holding 
the uninterrupted adminiltration of jufticc within 
my diflridh, ‘are evident pfoofs ; thefc makes me 
fo happy that I want words to expreis to you, how 
much I find my friendftiip increafe to the com- 

F«y- 

- -l n ^hefe afts of kindnefs and demonftrati- 
ons of friendftiip, I can fee the hand-u rttmg of 
my friends with whom I have been fo intimately 
Vcfi. III. M conncfted 
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connefted for thefe thirty years, and uhofe inter- 
efts are fo blended with mine, that there can he no 
difference between us : how different,, how greatly 
different are thefe teftimomes of your regard, 
and the conduct of the fervants, through whofc 
hands the company’s affairs have paffed to me for 
thefe feveral years part, of thefe you mu ft n6 
doubt be acquainted from the writings which have 
been lent to you, particularly- by the fhip of daft 
year. Thefe have made me very unhappy, and 
as 1 am confetous of the warmelt friendfhip for 
the company, it hurts me to the laft degree to 
met at your fervants fliould, unknown to me, , 
endeavour to give you unfavourable ideas of my 
attachment to you ; I therefore refolved to write 
to your governor and council, requiring, to know 

iw?h had i, wn r en , againft me * and tflhe y bsve > 

' / h - mfaid > ,hat 1 mi s bt have an oppor- 

„ v ftipn 3nti thcni evident proofs of 

wLwhJf b > , '*l IonD B the villainy of thofe 
to h ^,w H.oi'>,f UCh f' lre r 'P ref '"«™ endeavoured 
hetanfoer wf- Jr,"" and hut in 

^idtl IZIyVfZ 

ah ays n to T-' ?“ a . chnMI which I have 
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3t was not a regard to your intereft, 'which was 
the foie caufe in beginning " the war with the 
Inzan in 1765, and with -Beyder afterwards. It 
was not for your intereft,that the Myfirian war 
was conducted m fuch a (hameful 'manner, which 
the whole Hillary of that period evinces ; The 
peace of 1767, had not your interefi as the only 
motive of its being concluded, that never could 
be for your interelt to enter into fuch ftrict con- 
nections with Heyder Ally, and to bid open de- 
. fiance to fo great and fo powerful 'a- nation as'the 
Marattas, who fougnt your friendfhip, and .who 
courted your alliance; nor could it be for your inte- 
re(t that } our fervants endeavoured to mifreprefent 
metoyoujortoperruadeyoujtotaketbertmingnf the 
company’sjaghuelandsfromme: IfalUhlfcthingsare 
agamli the real intcreft. of the company, they are 
tea thoufand rirrus more agtinfl-mine, and againft 
the profpertty of my country and *the happmefs 
of my people; for your intcrdl and mine are the 
fame ; what were they owing to then ? ro the pri- 
vate views of a few individuals, who have en- 
riched rhemfclves at the cxpcnce of your influence 
and of my country •, for your fervants have no 
trade in this country, neither do you pay ''them 
high wages; yet in a few jears they rcrurn to 
England with many ladts of pagodes ; how can 
you or \ account tor fuch immenfe fortunes ac- 
quired in fo (hort a time, without any vifitye 
means of getting them? I hinted at thefe matters 
in one of my former letters, which may in a great 
meafure ferve 10 account for my reprefentation 
pgiinlt fome of jour fervants, and why fome of 
* . . . " them 
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them have written fo unfavourably arainft m , 
you (hall be judge between us ° 'l 

I agree with you that a fpcedy neutrality, if it 
can be preferred, is certainly the fared way to 
perpetuate peace , but if any thing faid or written 
to you from them, h 3 yc induced you to belieie 

the rm ,' ,llcI1 “egree d, (inclined to 
maintain ir, you are deceived, and you are im- 

ftt rJwV y ‘ he artfu ' m ^ nua tions of other" 

dearW foTS ? " pC ? Ce - and 1 have paid 

nearly for the tranqu'hty which my country has 

bo J urs ed Br'f V hC J /" ln£ ,r,erens> “f my neigh 
But 1 hav£ frequently recommended pro- 
per meafures to your fervanr« r l. ' 
dilated tr> e , ant ?» an a iuch as were 

always reiefted rrZ ° Und , po xc y» 2n, J they have 
yC ° UnC ^ and to follow 

Wv^betwlt alVy our ^hreTprefd" am ° ng f f' 
gal, Madrafs and IJorobay bv fuel'""" ° f " 
may think proper , 0 cftablid a mCa " s as 5 °j 
upon mv allianc- ’ * 0U m 3y depend 

mould l arX;;"! "* "“"‘7 . »"d J» 
Bengal, as to iSe «L e tn ° U ,? ! tr ^ governments m 
fourths of that kinart Ca *! Ut ,mmen le « 
management might eafik’be'd^ pr ° p£r 
might command the r .r n .A > d ?° e There y ou 

m India , you Cou u *l P ^ of tJ,e g«ateft power 
fions of their KroutnJ be U ,- nder no a PP rc hen 
>ou might 
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*jvou!d liasre it in your power to check the 
progrefs of any power m India when you plea fed. 

This great power with whom your interefts as 
well as mine, are naturally conne&td is the 
Marrattas, and from' whom great ad\ant£ge§ 
might be bad, if the^management of fuch^ a ne- 
gociation were In proper hands, the Mahratta? 
Xmited in firm frieqdfhip with the Cnglifh and the 
Carnatic, no force, either European or Indian, 
icould (hake ''government in. Hindoftan. But you 
rnuft have men of integrity to be your rulers, and 
the commanders of your armies, of good heads ? 
and with honeft. hearts, who will not be led from 
their fidelity and duty, by the temptation of wealth 
and in the fearcli of the ! aC^uilmon of riches . 
hut who Mill ftcadily adhere to the real intereft? 
jdF the company. I fhall then have occalion to 
a(k nothing, for if your affairs are well managed, 
mine mult profper. 1 

The war with the rajah of Tanjour, does not 
feem fo well underftodd m England, for * had ,t 
been permitted to have fent only the Circar troops, 
under captain Matthews, mm the Tanjour country- 
in the month of February, 1771, when he was 
unprepared and unprovided with arms, ammuni- 
tion, proufion, and engineers , ail which he re- 
ceived afterwards The rajafy might have been 
brought to' reafop with little expence to me, and 
almoll without the lofs of a man to the company. 
I Knew nothing of the negotiations between the 
rajah of Tanjour, and your prefident* nor of what 
nature they might be , but I know that the delay* 
of near eight months put it in the rajah’s power to 
prepare himfclf In ftieh a manner fdr his defence, 

while 
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yrhileyour army lay inactive, that it has coll mg 
an immenfe fum oJ money, and many lives, both 
to me, and to the company, and at Jail from one 
caufe or other, which it would not be eafy to ex- 
plain, a peculiar accommodation was agreed to in 
the room, of great advantages, both to the com- 
pany, and td me, as I mentioned in my letrer to 
your governor, of the iSth' of Sjptembtr, ryyr. 
Your late governor, and others, can belt account 
for thefe negoctations, and the caufcs of fuch de- 
lays. At Uus day, the rajah, by the cifpofitions 
he is making, feems determined to take advantage 
of the firft opportunity to raife troubles in the Car- 
mttc, which in cafe* of a war, particularly with 
the trench, may from the \icmity of Pondicherry, 
be very prejudicial to >cur intereft, and to 
mine. 


Thejaghecr lands in my poflefijoa, yield you 3 

greater revenue than any one clfe could afford to 

. as rcnt£ rs mult maintim thcmfelves ont 
of their revenues, befides the high prefents which' 
they muftgtve to yoOr fervantt, and the high in-' 
.l.r y fT ."h’lged to pay for money to an filer 
the fetera! kills for tributes) whilft I defray all 
there extraordinary expenccs out of the revenues 
? and - vou r «<tily allow, 1 

iX.’rlrll ‘ he of chc P™« of 'he country 

l eX fo X" t ,at md,vid “ls. My reafon for 
to u™ r?» hl , rt that continued to me, are 
to pretint the ditturbances that would certainly 

mv betW !r n rub - i ' fh in lhofe dirtr.fls un- 
ier ray own direaion, and thofe in the ianheir 

feftorief' 7 d h ' b ° undaI ‘= s > water-courfes/manu- 
• ■ and othcr “alters ; and to prevent^ 

others 
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Others from cftabUfhing an inters (l among yout* 
fervants, which might bs attended with fatal^ con- 
fluences to that harmony which fa. happily fub- 
fills between you and me.* f 

The fame reafons induced me to apply frequent-* 
ly to your late prefident, requeuing to have the 
renting of the Nigampatam ctrcar, becaufe the 
lands of that ctrcar are fo intermixed with 'mind, 
that difputes conftantly happen between the fub- 
jedts of thetw'O governments, and which it is im- 
pofTible to prevent : this is greatly to the preju- 
dice both ot your mtereft and mine. 1 therefore 
propofed to give ten per cent, more than any one 
clfe fhould offer for thefe lands, but my ftiit was 
rejected I added, the company would do me a 
great favour by fuch a mark of friendfliip, yet I 
was refufed, and told that the company was dif- 
pleafed with me. I think, as it could not be for 
your interefts, yop would not have refufed me fuch 
a reafonlbte indulgence : I now apply to your- 
felves ; confider this matter well, and do me the 
kindnefs, through friendfliip, to fend me a favoura- 
ble anfwcr. The company’s fmall farms are no 
doubt let fo cheap, that the renters might pay 
their rents rcguhrlv and get rich ; and alfo all the 
amulders (or colfc&ors of the revenue; who had 
formerly rented thofe lands under the company’s 
Servants, i before they were granted as jaghier ; 
yet whence happens it, that all thofe people tvhc? 
have rented lands of the company, have been 
yoitcA* pi this there are many proofs ; and had 
paid n$ar two lacks of pagodas to redeem 
'property abfolutely purchased from thS renters of 
the jaglner by your fervants, all thefe people had 

been 
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coumr^' !rely ru!n5d ’ a " d obli S ed “> love thi 
, in I b L h ? P ?- oP improving your revenue by let. 
melnfto if;" 10 i°‘ hcrS art! ™ n ’ and ool/ 

hSZtZSSl ° ,Cr 5 Urp .° fes knMioA 

X aDd othm not be ft 

■Would nrnhahl 60 ^ 'V'^’ and then much more 
■would probably go to the fo rm inrr of feoarate In- 

my'difputefwTth *” } i- 0U muft n °' th,nb ,hat ali 
■SundS dtte r.r h3Te been without 

had forthrv »,£ * , h lhe co «npany I never 
the moll f ,,'L^ f a ' Va> ' S “Pt £ ®d themfelves la 
can be ftrontrerrh ermS tc ? me » an d no friendfliip 
tut your uiFdom lonH haS al "' a >' s been t0 ‘hems 

-ili y .he„Mldt La„v'Z nC " e ”- a ” d J ° U 

vpXog o » 

pleafure they fhould do G, nSS, .} f n be y our 
=nd people do not Puffer r buf r i V ' d ' d my C ° mtry 
therefore I mention thf-rJ Ut * am 7 0ur friend, 
tend to the ££££?,??" t.you ftould at-, 
country. Y ou know™ ^°, ur In terefts in that" 
30 lacks of pagodas v\J alreac ty about the 
mand • I fliall not therein * ^ r ^ e Myf° re de- 
fy any thing Zr^t^L 0 ^ ^ndfhip, 
part, and I hope by tht „ bj f' 1 ha ™ F a ' d 
*™' »f Peace and ,L, ' W,d!n '' ° r God, in 

whole m the note I ha- e n ’’ dlfr harge the 

qoatnt you, that I hare do^is ‘ b V ^ 
e this out of pure 
' favour 
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favour and friendlhip -for the company, inar t 
might convince them my friendlhip is invariable, 
nowithftandmg the endeavours and reprefentationa 
of my enemies. , 

God forbid 1 fhould ever diftruft the company s 
honour, nor did I ever wilh to invalidate any 
agreement made with the company ; but it is the 
cuftom of every durbar, to get difeharges regu- 
larly every year for all the former debts to thd 
day of payment ; this was my reafon of requeft* 
ing J a difcharge ; and if I o\\ e the company 
nothing, furely their honour cannot fuffer by 
my aflwing, nor by their granting me, a difeharge j 
but my debts formerly have accumulated in fuch a 
manner as 1 could not underftand : The difeharge 
therefore of my friends, would have been a tefti- 
mony to my pofterity, that I had fully anfivered 
all demands on me by the company * and when 
the My fore -money (hall be paid, is it not 5 recon- 
cileable to your cuftom to grant a difeharge ? of 
even to do fo now with that exception ? ins with 
your fervants I tranfeft fuch^bufinefs here, not 
with the company ; think of this matter well, and 
give me a favourable anfwer. , 

Although I pay the expences of feven batta- 
lions of feapoys, who are under the company's 
orders, they never are fuffered to be of the 
fmalleft ufe to me , yet I have willingly agreed to 
keep in them my pay to oblige the company, m 
hopes they will give fuch inftrufhons to their fer- 
vants, as to make them ferviceable to the clrcar, 
and that I may have a Tight to advife their defti- 
nation.' Should a war happen in the Carnatic,' 
which God forbid, not only three' battalions of 
Vol, III, N feapoys 
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ftapoys finll be joined to the company, , but my 
intcrell is to aifilt them with the whole force of my 
country Were your force-, properly employed, 
you have enough, when joined with mine, to make 
your name rtfpeftable in India ; but if, after all 
that I pay to the company my open and avowed- 
ftnemy is Jo be encouraged, and thofe who are 
Willing to be my friends lhall be brought to threat- 
en, the Carnatic with an hoftilc mvalion on ac- 
count of thefe unpolitical connedhons of your fer* 
vants : Howr do you »thinlc I am able to^payfo 
nmch money for maintaining troops to defend my 
country, and yet in the day of danger I lhall be 
obliged to purohafea peace, and to remove armies 
from my.frontiers by ether means I refer you to 
ihy traniadtonsof laflyear for an, explanation of 
this. ,,I have already A given my anf\Verro your go* 
vernor and council on the fubjcdl, and which they 
have, -.no doubt, fenttoyou for jour information., 
lam b v liable to judge of the force v. hich my 
venues can maintain m this country* and uhac are 
neceffarytfor its defence, you tt ,li f orglV e me, if I 
take $c liberty to judge in this for'myfclf, I have 
nun) rcafons for it ; you cannot, be acquainted 
with the immenfe fums of money I have beeh ob-' 
i P a >’„ a r nd b >* uhl ch. my treafury has been, 

exhaufted. Were luch regulations made as prd-* 

?nrrt K ¥® 0ta " ould and were the 

„ “ ? tbe > arnat,c * properly ftationed and ar- 

Sft rnm erC ‘ ^ ^ 3m P le fcciimy 

g.l nil Commo.1 occurrences, both to j our poflefli- 

fflr ir'T' ' 9,‘; e m ° m “ “whom loan con- 
& " lllfl ' ,t therrvlcus to jour real m- 

KttRs 1 null at all times be ready 
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to do every thing which II all 2pp B ar proper and 
right for ihe mutual adval ta u e of thw compinv , 
and of the Carnauc ‘ 

I have reprelemed the affair of jufticc to jour 
ferv ants here , but notwithlhndmg >our orders 
I have ftill been put to lnconveniencics on this ac- 
count , fo muchfo, that ont of my immediate ler- 
vtnts has been arretted at the gate ot mj durbar 1 
b\ jour flienfPs officer, for a luppoft l debt to a 
l ruichmao, which this fubjeffc ofTYarce avovted- 
Ij dtchrts was contracted on account ot the col- 
k&ionof m/ revenues, whilft mj coun'iywas m 
the bin Is of our mutual enerrj , lliould rry friends 
in this manner aflift mj enemi s ngainff me ? Was 
not the lofs I fufhmud bj the war enough ? Mutt 
I, even now, lute theluppv days of p-ace liter- 
ruptui bv vexatious funs ptofuutsrd by my ene- 
mies in jour courts of jaftict* 5 Arc thefe the proof* 
offriendtbip* I cannot urderttard this , but 1 1 tve 
made a treaty with Mr Law, dated the 25th of 
March 1765, by which in all loch catt* as any of 
ni) fubjects give caufcot complaint to any fubjijitg 
of France, the appeal is to be made to mj juffice * 
What then have the -mayor’s court to do with luch 
bufinefs ? let jour people enjoy the full freedom' 
of their own laws , and Ft my fubje&s be judged 
by the cuttoms of my country If I, or any of my 
people have caul- of complaint ngainft anv of the 
fubjects of Lnglmd, I will apply to your govern- 
ment for redreis Direct jour fervants to make 
ihtvr appbermon to me m the fame circumftinccs 
witn refpett to m/ p opl**, and I will do them 
j ittice , then I can remain among tpy friends w uh*v 
ferity, and without receiving frclb affronts td 

my 
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.my dignity every day. , You arc my friends, and 
3 have always trotted to you, do me the favour to 
regulate thefe affairs in £ better manner that my 
mind may be at cafe. . . ' 

My feapoys and your’s have frequently been 
employed on the fame fervice, they have often 
fnared coifimop fatigues and common dangers, 
yet from the evil difpofition of feme, difputel 
have arifen between the troops of the citcar and of 
the company shout the rank of officers. Confider 
this matter well, and give fucji directions’ as may 
fettle ffich hufinefs, that the common fervice may 
notfuner by the like differences for the future. 

You may depend on the firmnefs of my attach- 
ment to you, while the fun and moon endures j 
may the providence of God give you prolperity ; 

, iat S* n * more * lhe ft°«n that had been a 
Jong while gathering on his lordffii p’s .head, now 
threatened no lefs than the ruin of his ill-cotcea 
fortune and reputation.. He endeavoured to pre- 
nf „ w p £ pular clamour and to flop the torrent 
, BMHVrri y * a 5 0mp0l i s enumeration of his emi- 
vehlrVc'nf CS tj di y crs letters inferred into all the 
hehaHhlrJT 1 r C J nt « L 8ence *' The writerswhom 
tl a i ' ^ fophiftry to make 

whereirwho / s conduit in that period, 

tu r i b he h V f 1U r ,nB ^ had been brough! 
caHed him h t °' dfh,p L 3nd his feature*. They 

t Eaft - , an V- h 

ft°p m r^"«n; E n h , ey H faa ’ ,hat SSfteta* 
Th/courtofdir.aors^oHcitrfh^m,’ firIl ' ti T e ’ 
•Ha, income ^3 

ama- 
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amazing (kill in the military profeffion, they ob 7 
tamed for him his majefty’s commiffiori of lieute- 
nant-colonel, and appointed him deputy governor 
of Fort St. Davidj and to luccetd to the govern- 
ment of Madras, and that before he went to his 
government, they folicited him to undertake an 
expedition of great importance ; the intent of 
which was to join the Marattas at Bombay, anti 
Jn conjunftion with th-.m to attack the French in 
the fubah of Decan ; for which he carried out three 
companies of the king’s artillery, and four hundred 
of the king’s troops. That when he arrived at 
Bombay, in beginning of the year 17563 a truce 
between the two nations, having pre\ ented him to. 
aft offenfively agninft the French, his warlike fpi- 
rit fuggefted that thefc troops {hould not lie idle, 
and that his lord (hip hid the plan of taking the 
tfrong fort of Gurrah, poflefled by a piratical 
prince, who upon all occafions had very much dif- 
jrefied the company. That although he com- 
panded the land forces in this fucceFful enter- 
prize, by virtue of his rank ; he (hared only the 
prize-money amounting to 150,00 oh as a captain 
of a man of war. That Admiral WatSon thought 
his cafe fo hard, that fie very generqully offered 
to make his (hare equal to Sir Geajge Focack’s % 
that his lord (hip thought himfelf as much obliged 
to him for the offer, as if he had accepted it, but 
that he generouQy declined it. That in his depu- 
ty government of St. David, he gave univerfal (a- 
tisfaftion to the company and the natives. That 
hen he was tailed from thence to Madrafs, on the 
news of the capture of Calcutta, it was long deba- 
ted in council what force (hould be fent to retake 
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it, and who fiiould command that expedition , 
that it was decided in his favour, and the w ilh of 
every officer that he fhould go upon that exp t*i 
tion They further added, that his lordlhip was 
fent from Madras with a power independent of 
the governor and council of Calcutta that he com* 
mand.d in Bengal both as the King and the com* 
pany’s officer , that the governor and council of 
Madras looked at that period, on the government 
of Bengal as annihilated, \ htch was revived by the 
iutcefs of his army with additional fplendor and 
dom'mon. They obfervccl, that when his lordfiup 
received prefents from the cduntr) powers, there 
were no covenants c v i(hng, the company’s fer- 
sants were at liberty to receive them * that they 
w ere the price of his fcrvicca to the nit on and to 
*he ' company . That the company had acquired a 
million ind half fterltng, and a revenue of near 
ioo,ocol per annum, trom the fucccfs of th*ir 
forces under his lordfhtp’s command at that carl/ 
period , that his lordfhip had devoted himfclf en- 
tirely to i he company’s mihury ftrvice, and neg- 
itcced all commercial advantages . that, after hav 
mg rilked his life fo often in iheir fervice, no judi- 
cious mancould condemn him for hav mg profiled of 
iconK honourable opportunity that ever offered 
^ UIrifl »L^ fortune vvuhout prejudice to the 
Ills cwmr ^ Ut t ^ clr ltmreI t anii the honour of 
i n. • ’ warc ' principles that governed all 
Z ™ • tlm h3d h =orl } taken t hc 1 advan-’ 
efthted thcmftlves, by 
n or p U 1 " 3 “ m "™ d =r<n chief, a „d« «fe 

'.Ur cn °'T* ’ anJ ' Vhat b > th * 

01, th.r country H utu enltlcd - 0 , tfe F mrrv 

° fclf, 
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fclf great as it was, would have been anobje& 

tcarce worth his confidtratton. 

The ev iJtnct of lord Clive before the feledtcom- 
nutec of the houfe of commons, coincided exaftly 
; ith this previous juftificauon of his lordflup's trah- 
ictions As we cannot afterwards cut the thread 
f this moll important parliamentary inquiry, we 
hall fubmit here to public mfpe&ion, the conclu- 
lon of his lord {hip s military regulations wuh the 
.ver memorable campaign of bngadtfcr general 
Smith 

We have already mentioned in the fecond vo- 
ume of this work, the number of troops which 
iiis lordftup had placed on the Bengal eftabhfli- 
aienr, immediately after the conclufion of the 
treaty with Sujah al Dowhh, and \ ithouc enter- 
ing into a minute calculation oT the extraordinary 
Turns not only incurred but mjudicioufly intailed 
upon the company t>y tins unjuftifhblc Hep, ic 
will be fufTicient to enumerate to the (landing for- 
ces \ btch conquered the moil formidable armies, 
that ever were m the Bengal provinces, and to 
d at a compartfun between them and the prefant 
tftablifliment this will (hew ^he augmentation, to 
have been ill timed and unneceflary 

Colonel Mun^o had eight battalions of Teapoys 
a the battle of Buxar, his whole army including; 
I uro perns did not exceed eight thoufand nvm. 
who lefcatcd the combined armes of Sujah al 
Dowhh and Colbm Ally Cawn, with the fneffc 
tram of axjrfkrj> j.Vjf j.vy Afau-s oswli a nr 
boaft of, b**(ides Sujah al Dowhh had the name of 
l ng the gri.au.ft warrior m this pirtof the globe, 
au none of the Eaftcrn princes did e&.uel Co Aim 

m 
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in the cabinet. Thefe two rircumftanccs added 
to the fuperiority of number, might indeed hare 
deterred any other commander from engaging 
with a handful of men ; the nabob, vizier and his 
ally, who had jointly the reputation of having 
heads to plan and to execute ; but the wonder 
mult increafe, after the brave and fkilful colonel 
had baffled all the warlike mcafures of chefe tuo 
ambitious and renowned adverfaries, and difeon- 
certed by a {ingle overthrow all their fchemes in the 
field, and evinced thp futility of their councils. 

Major Adams that gallant and experienced ofn* 
cer, whofe death was a public lofs, had not under 
his command above four thoufand men, when he 
beat Cofiim Ally Cawn at Gurriah, forced his 
entrenchments at Wooden Nullah, drove him from 
port to poll, and at Jaft entirely out of the Ben- 
gal provinces, when he was* obliged to feck for 
prottdhon m the dominions ofSujah al Dowlah. 

If thefe armies who had conquered two principa-" 
lines, could keep pofibffionofoncofthem,oncfhotild 
naturaHy fuppofc that the fame number of forces 
was fufficient to defend and fecure it, when confir- 
med to the company, by the emperor Shah Allura, 
5™?“. r * s, “ of “"‘tonal fuperiority they had ac- 
t . « j 3n ^ wbo ^ e *°difputable fanttion they 
V el n« ea r red t ? I clbbl,fh I Specially as there 
h / Cr Wa 5 llkc P r,nces *n Hindoftan, who 
^ overe 'Snty 5 no turbulent nobles Who 
I indep ^ nce ; «° neighbouring princes 
abI *“ fu Pport an injured prince. 6 * 

l0 S ,n 5! P f0 r med , the tro °P s Int0 bri “ 

fc he niould have fav ^d to the company all 
Superfluous expences, according to the exprefs in- 
junction 
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junction of the court of directors Lift to have re- 
courfe to the paultiy expedient" of reducing the 
pay of approved veterans in^thc field, who had 
ngnalized themselves in the company’s fervice, and 
.made the ineftuuable acquifition of a moft opulent 
kingdom, at the rifle of their lives, and with the 
'certainty of impairing their confiitution in that un- 
dalubrious climate, was a moft unjuft and impoliti- 
cal reformation. The court of directors here not 
apprized of the value of their conquefts, othemife 
we could nof account for their approbation of fucH 
an ill-judged feheme, a$ inftcad of rewarding their 
military fervants, it inflt&ed a real punilhment 
Tor their eminent and acknowledged fervices. 
.Thofe who had no oiher motives but honour,’ 
refigned their commiflions in confequencc of this 
difeou raging regulation, were greatly to be com- 
mended, as they fbewed a proper fpirit of refent- 
ment to their ungrateful maftefsi 
It appears very evident, that tsvelve battalions of 
feapqys were at this juncture more than fufficient 
io proteft from any hoftile attack this new com- 
mercial empire, as the number of Europeans had 
been of late greatly inereafed. They never 
had more than eight battalions in times of war and 
dahgef ; thefe had been an over-match for great 
armies m divers engagements Befldcs thefe, addi- 
tional forces might have been ealily raifed whert 
neceflity fhould have required it, w hich was noc 
the cafe, as, the company had forged their vaq- 
qyiihed enemies to accept the terms of peace, 
<vhich they had thought proper to prefcribc. Tbs 
Spences of nine battalions of feapoys ihould have 
s been faved by a judicious ^economy : each batta- 
5 Vol. III. * O ~ Uon' 
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lion cods the Company no Icfs than i^ocfpoundf 
per month, Vthtth amounts to 1 6 z,ooo pounds 
per annum, for the pay and fubfittence of nine. * 
The pitiful expedient of depriving the officers of 
the batta, tvas a faving of twenty thoufand pounds 
per annum, at the moft, ,j allowing the full compli- 
ment of the officers to the advanced eftabhfhmenp; 
this was a mere trifile productive of great difeoni 
tents -and inconvemenciesy of which however his 
lordfhip with his ufual presumption, made "a great 
merit in his pompous details of the pretended abu- 
fes which he had reformed* Had thefe nine ufelefs 
battalions been never thought of, there would have 
been to this day a faving' 10* the company of onfc 
million four hundred and twenty thoufand pounds, 
after a deduction of two hundred thoufand pounds, 
lor continuing the benefit of the batta to all 'the 
officers to this time. His fordlhrp raifed fome 
battalions which went under the name of PurgannaS 
feapoysj they were to enforce the payment of 
the revenues, and did in faft no other fervicc tbaA 
to opprefs and terrify the dtftreffed natives. Ml*. 
Verelft his lordlhip’s fucceflor, paid fo little regard 
to the company’s intereft, t hat in his government 1 
the army at one time confifted of no lefsthan thir- 
J - 5 ta !'. ons m Profound peace, which coin- 

cided with his lordfliip’s declaration, that Bengal 
’ r^ri^ovornment, thaL is according to 
ifeS*!"?. hlS wortb ) r ^ceffof’s mtwiro; 

, V ftandl:,g ™ k 'P' « »" enot'- 
J° ,nt0 execution the mod 
“i " “ , ,® s of and oppreffion of thefe 


man of Mr * BouIton chair- 
man of the Eaft-Icdia direftorr 1 - 1 


hated the ver/ 

ramc. 
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p?me of Mr- Verclft ; he ufcdjto. fay, *1 that this <■ 
gentleman had done more prejudice to the com- 
pany, than all the bad fervants they ever had put 
together.” 1 think however he ought to have ex- 
cepted his lordlhip. * * » k 

The noble prelident iflued out his mandates in 
the following remarkable terms , 

1. purfuant to repeated orders received from 

the honourable cojirr of directors, JVe have refotved 
to embrace tl}e prefent favourable opportunity , it hick 
pie tranquility of the country affords to reduce the ensi - 
mbits military charges of the }refiden r y ; and to carry 
jnco drift execution a meafure indifpenfible and 
necefljry, if we will maintain the numb-r of for- , 
ces requifite for die fecurity and preservation of the 
.company’s poffsflions. u • , 

2. You are accordingly hereby enjoined to ac- 
quaint all the officers under your command, that 
'they are henceforward to expeft no benefit from 

perquifites of v any kind* but to rely entirely on 
their pay, together with fuch allowances as will 
hereafter be fpecified. , , 

i 3. We fhall ever pay particular regard to me- 
rit ; but the officers in general are tQ expeft the 
reward of their fervices after they have rifen to 
the rank of majors , it being our intention to con- 
tinue to all the field officers every advantage thpy 
enjoy at prefen t. 

- 4 You are alfo further ro give notice that after* 
, the firft day of January next, the ( nhol? batta yull 
\ be (truck off, and the yvj reduced to what \t fos- 
1 pierly was ot) this eftablKhmcnt, and is at this 
t time allowed to the company’s trpops on the Coro- 
\ frjandsl coaft. 

t > 5» Coa- 
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5. Confidering however the diftance from the 
prefidency.’and the unavoidable expense incurred 
by the officers in tranlporting liquors and other 
necefiancs. We do content that thofe Rationed at 
Mongheer and. Patna fhall ftdl receive half batta. 

6, The particulars of which you find ftated in 
the annexed account, which batta they are not to 
regard as a matter of right, but an indulgence that 
mult Hand in lieu of all allowances for boats, &c. 
and it is our defire that the foldiers ftationed at the 
above places fball each receive two grains per 
diem. 


7. We hkewife agree as a future encourage- 
ment, and m remove thofe difficulties, which 
ufually arife in iflutng the pay on account of the 
frequent fcarcity of Arcot rupees, th3t all the com- 
pany s troops fhall in future receive Sunnut inftead 
of Arcot rupees, but ffiould the army or any par- 
ticular detachment be employed out of the limits 
of the provinces, then it is out intention to make 
f in hf ,tl0 “ t0 lheir baila as ma y be thought 


** We make an additional allowance of fort? 
rup-wSper tem to the colonel, which allowance is 

:ZV7 y ' d ,n h ! S abfcncc b y the field officers 
'vhoffiall command for the time be, ng, and as a 

ro ? r r° 0f0 tbt attention, fball always pay 
•• . hn h if C , and . C0 ™cntenc C of thofe gentlemen 
We ^nfentthat field- 
ed i et2cl5m ^ts. fhall be allow- 

h.loxr ,h= mk of a ra°for/ Y ^ CX ‘ C 


£>. W’P 
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\ 9. We pdfitivcly dite& that 1 the pay-mafteV 
pialt m future dilburfe, not only the pay of the 
.officers and fbldiers, but of coofey^and fervants 
of every denomination, employed by the com- 
pany on account of the army* and that he alfo pay 
Ml bills and other charges Contracted on account 
of the brigade, after fuch are duly coUntcr-figned 
by the commanding officer and dot before, - 

Statement of batta to be allowed to the officers, &c.' 
cantoned at Mongheer and Patna. i '* 

V,T. , Sunnut Rupees 

Colonel - - ~ '' P-5 

Lieutenant Colonel • - 20 * 

Major v - 15 ’ 

Captain - - - (J 

Lieutenant - - - * 4 ‘ ' 

Enfigns and lieutenant fire-workers - 3 
Chaplain • - - Q 

Surgeon - - . - •* 6 > 

Afhrtant - - ^ 

Commiflary - - , * 5 

Judge Advocate * - - 6 

Aid de Camp * - » ± 5 

Interpreter - - - C 

Volunteers - - 2 1 

N. B. Only half of the above allowance was 
ifTued to the fubaltern officers at Mongheer, and 
the whole when they were in the field upon adtual 
fervice. r 

* Thus his lordfhip boafted of having reduced by 
thts little mean (hift, the enormous military char- 
ges of the prcfidency j as we are noc exactly infor- 
med of the particular time that the Pergunnah 


t *10 3 1 

feapoys were railed, we cannot fix the accounfof 
this accumulated expence ; but if a calculation 
jvere made, it would appear that the company 
might have faved for thole ten years paft, upwards 
of three millions, the interefl of which Aim would 
have more than fully anfwered the charges of the 
cfccers.batta. No fooner had the different bri- 
gades arrived at their cantonments, and his lord; 
fhip’s train of field officers from Europe joined 
/heir ; refpedlive detachments. That the aboye,- 
znentioned orders were read by the authority, 
and with the advice of the right honourable prefi- 
deat and gentlemen of the fecret committee at 
William, to the commanding officers of the 
t ifferent Brigades. They produced nothing but 
tmiverfa! murmurs, difeontents, and refignatioas 
irom feveral experienced officers, who were treated 
like rebds and deferters, andpunilhed like felons. 

, 1 order was delivered out by the command- 
Jng officers of Brigades, dn the manner it was fcot 
to them, except by colonel Smith, who chofeto 
upprefs the greateft: part of it for particular pur- 
po^s^whmh will appear in the account of his 
.campaign; 

That part wffiich the colonel iffued out began at 
t i ’ ’ • en ^ e . ( ^ at 2 »" refumed the order. at 3, with 
h at *4, with the fig- 
HenrvW Sumner, 'J. Carnac, 

lowing daufr nf coloQel then added the fol- 
iy$ 5 f f hii own authority, December^, 

:: 
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r as to continue the double batti to thofe a&Qallf 
‘ on fervicein the field, and half of that batta to 
* thofe in garnfon, wliilft the brigade is employs 
[ ed out ot the provinces.*’ ^ * * 

Welhallnot at prcfent animadvert 'upon the v 
:olonel’s evafion * we only beg leave to obferve* 
hat it would have been more becoming a com- 
nandmg officer, to have afied with more candour* 
ind informed his officers of the whole of the com- 
nittce’s orders, that they might the better be able 
o judge whether they could .remain in the compa 1 
ay's fervice or give it up, according to the di&ates f 
of honour, and 'the juftice they owed to them- 
fehes. As thistorder of the committee u as a no- > 
torious injury to men who could fupport no longer 
the character of their honourable profeffion, it oc- 
cafioncd fpirlted remonftrances from the fubahern 
officers of the different brigades, to the governor 
and council ; but no regard whatever was paid to 
their jutt reprefentations ; and it was after they had 
given up all hopes of redrels, that thofe injured 
gentlemen Tefolved to quit a fervxce inadequate to 
their ftation. «* « r - 

' A proof thdt thefe diftrefied fubaUerns did not 
complain from a fpirit of hcentioufnefs and mu' 
tmj, is the opinion which Sir Robert Barker trans- 
mitted to his lord (hip, in anfwer to one w hich h£ 
had received from the noble profident ; an extract 
of which we fir all infert firft. 

From Lord Clive to Sir Robert Barker. ^ 
"I am very glad the officers ha\e beenfo prudent 
as to lay afidc their intention of prefentingn memo- 
rial : 1 can afiure you? there has been no memo- 
rial prefented from the other brigades on the like 
ihbjctt. It is jrue* the governor andcounc.l 

' ream, ed 
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deceived a remonflrance from the officers of coloncf 
Smith’s brigade, felting forth, the dearnefs of pro- 
vilions, and all other nece/faries, at that greit 
diftance ; and \ie have m confluence of its being 
only a temporary expence to the company, agreed 
to let things remain on the prefenc footing, untd 
the brigade be withdrawn from Sujah Dowlah’s 
dominions ; but the officers are at ihe fame time 
informed in the moft pofitive terms, that this in- 
dulgence will ceafc the inftant the troops leave the 
Carimanafla. I need not repeat how pofitiVe and 
abfolute the company’s orders from Europe are, 
about reducing the military expences to the pro- 
portion of the eflablifhment on the coaft of Coro- 
mandel ; nay, even lefs, becaufe they imagine thfc 
price of provifions is lower, and I believe you are 
not unacquainted, that the officers for the firflyear 
they ferved in Bengal were all fatisfied with fingle 
oatta; the double batta was merely an indulgence 
Obtained by me, and came immediately out of the 
* pocket. One would imagine the officers 
would be fatisfied with their prefent appointments; 
iince they have a greater advantage in profpea than 
they ever enjojed before, (which his lordfliip 
ineans by a greater advantage in profpeft, is the 
ornvfj fol l d n f0r d ! (ab,ed officers) Add to this, the 
com™ ' Beharand Orilfa belong to the 

whTl y I,lemftdves - a " d not to the nabob ; that 
“ now ,P a ' d w immediately out or their 
J nd al ?° u 8 h th = officers may p&adpre- 

pSnr ons f ^ can no futh 
preldipt.ons from the company. I may indeed 

ioedCnt' ‘ C T m " IeearC ^ol'Jy dL, 

cuticn . P D nt1 ,n ® thc 5 om P art y’s Orders into exe- 
cut.on and enforcing the new regulations &c ” 

Eurift 
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Strati of a Letter 'from Colonel Sir Robert Barker 
to the Right Hon. Lord Clive, , 

44 My Lord, 

Having made an examination into the officers 
field expences, in which I, have adhered as much' 
as poffible to frugality and ceconomy, and accord- 
ing to the regular prices of fervants wages and Mr* 
Moody's charge of things , and his lordlbip’s mono- 
poly in regard to the officers necefiaries, none 
being allowed to carry any thing to the brigade 
but him, I cannot well reduce the captain’s 
monthly expences m the field to lefs than 324 
rupees, and if he keeps a palanquin to 372 ; now 
his pay and batta amount to 300 rupees. In the 
t-ftimate I have made no allowance for his cloathing, 
linen, purchafe of ftores, palanquin, fadlcry, camp 
furniture, &c. Suppofmg his offreckonings to 
anfwer their annual expences, 300 rupees on the 
coaft of Coromandel will furniffi a captain with his 
necefiaries and carriage, but the conflitucion of this 
country is fo much more prone to luxury and extra- 
vagance than on the coad, that the fame quantity 
of proi'ifions, and the fame metHod of ceconomy 
pra&ifcd there, cannot be carried here at the fame 
expcnce j the very commodities ufed by the mili- 
tary gentlemen are increafed thirty or forty per 
cent, between the Madrafs and Bengal markets; 
the cooleys carry one third lefs, and the fervants, 
not to compare the difference betv/een the officers 
ferving without the provinces and thofe within, is 
but little more than the additional charge of Mr, 
Moody's goods j for fuppofc him to fupply every 
\ ol. III. p thing 
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thing for feven or eight per cent, the difference of 
batti is ioo. Every' officer who takes the field 
for i campaign, muff; carry with him thirty days 
fupply, efpecially where horfe are flying about the 
country, and few will carry more either with or 
without the provinces , the number of fervants and 
their wages nearly the fame. 

(Signed) Robert Barkeb ” 


The court of directors were afterwards made fo 
fenfible of the mjuftice done to their officers, that 
the very next year they augmented their pay. 

The committee, in their ordefs, acknowledged 
that Bengal at this time was m a ftate of perfect 
tranquility, without internal or external foes to 
dilturb the peace of the provinces , his lordflup, 
therefore, had an extenfive field to difplay his abt* 
Jities as a financier, without apprehenfion of a war 
that might difconcerc hts plan of ceconomy , how 
tar the noble prefident and his fucceflbr made that 
rich and glorious acquifiuon anfwer the pUrpofe of 

X? I, “ L 'l beft J ud S ed of from the very low 
ebb to which the company was Toon reduced , had 
not government interfered m time, they might 
have been totally turned, and after having been die 
.w if" S i and nlono P°lizers of the -eaft, Ihewn by 
oX f S n H r “ PtCy ’ that Wa n'vd =ven lagacty 

to direft their mercantile affairs 

In their „ “* ,he I nen who have been fupported 
in their iniquitous fchemes of onpreHion and Vll- 

tempted Bff K even at- 

P J 1 y fuch acts of enormous mjuftice 

and 
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and tyranny towards their fellow fubje£b,'as would > 
difgrace the annals of the Turkiffi empire. 

In regard to the fyftem of his lordffiip’s civil. go- 
vernment., it was Ample and uniform, yet chiefly 
confided in turning -every article of ufe and ne- - 
ceflity into a monopoly. As a farther proof of the 
attention of the noble prefident and his committee, 
to the eafe and convenience of military gentlemen 
who afled in fuperior ftations, his lordfhip enadted, 
that each field officer, according to his rank, fhould 
pay hts quota to a committee appointed to carry on 
the bufinefs.of the foie monopoly, and at the end 
of the year he received his fhare of the odious 
taxation, even the common necefiaries which are 
brought from Europe, and without which no Eu- 
ropean can fubfift, were monopolized by Mr, 
Moody, one of his lordffiip’s chief agents ; his . 
noble pa-ron granted to him the exclufive pri- 
vilege of purchafing European commodities, and 
felling them at his own price to the different 
brigades ; thereby many induftrious families were . 
deprived of all manner of fubfiftence, and they had 
no other refource to live but to.purchafe from the 
iliips of Europe goods and provifions, which they 
retailed afterwards for the confideration of a fmall 
profit to the army, 'and to the natives up the 
country. 

This was in particular a great hardffiip upon the 
fubaltern officers, whofe pay was not only reduced, 
but were even prevented to lay it out to the beft 
advantage in purchafing European articles at the 
c heapeft rate, fince, by the fordid knavery of mo- 
nopolizers, callous to all humane feelings, the *ne- 
cc (forks of life were greatly enhanced. 

• Having 
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Having tal en a retrofpeft of Lord Clive's re 
gulations, nr fhall, according to our engagements 
to the public, introduce here the campaign of 
another Afiat.c commander, s hofe dellgns feemtd 
to has e been impenetrable as he after! ncuheroffen 
fyely nor defenfively during all the time he remain- 
ct! on the field of maa.on It svould be illiberal to 
rcHcfl on the oblcurny of his origin, lince, like 
the famous Mare chal Shnejder, who from a taylor, 
sasntfed by his merit to the command of the 
1 ruffian armies— Ergadier General Richard Smith, 
Ico rung the drudgeries of a naufeous fliop, was (he 
artificer ef lus osen fortune 1 his modern hero 
went to India in the humble cspacity of a clerk to 
the captain of a merchant flop a quUiic Ml 
Difk^hf k "'^ s th = brench proserb! tf/tflllely 
^ !vi } VI ^ CC, i on tflc Coromandel coaft 
f f ’’ a " d f ° Und Nt P tu ^ inconfolable, 
tmnn L,h P T"° U! Mars, and tried lus luck 
upon another element The gentlemen of the pre 

™, I? , “T mi tra ""8, thlS tr 'cndlefs, diflreucd 
ro fits’ 1 h f d h !f h half the S°«™r’s gene- 
bhlhmrnr hl FP e ntCd , h,ro a caJ « 'h" efts 
never had a C evera "enossned generals, svho 
ullms sshen l° I !, POr e UnU) ' 10 n > ew their military 
a hments he ° f rma " P™« ^ dc 

fortune hid T' d rcmane J '■"noticed, ,f 
o c the Eaft T n H 3 r anCe< *° 'he full command 

generakf kc In c tr a ^ h 7 d aiI >' - "« wtlh 'he 

as he might better iee d ' vm , ten hls Commentaries, 
his condua, thefirft nld"' !° r thc truc motlvcs of 
upon the coafi: ~ no doubt ^ h" ? “ me hc cotI ’ raandcd 
fTaraaenfiic of a true he^Tug “fc d ^ h h “ £ 

defign 



[ * IX 7 3 

3efign of abandoning the fiege of a place,' which 
he was directed to ftorm •, and had not Major 
Horne, who was then Captain Lieutenant of the 
artillery, bluntly offered to bombard the place, 
and to alTume the command, Ihould the colonel -de- 
fift from the enterprize j the garrifon and inhabi- 
tants had remained without fear or moleftation. 

As we are better informed of his memorable 
campaign of 1765, we are able to fatisfy the curi- 
oftty of the public, in regard to the achievements 
of this extraordinary man-. Colonel Smith was 
Rationed with his brigade at Allahabad, until 
Sujah al Dowlah had finalty fulfilled the treaty, and 
at the fame time covered with his fhield, the 
Emperor Shaw Allum, as the tutelar genius of 
Hindoftan. , 

On Friday the 25th of October, the following 
orders were iflued. 

** The 20th battalion of feapoys are to relieve 
all the guards of the firft battalion to-morrow 
morning — two twelve pounders, and two fix 
pounders, are to proceed to camp to morrow. 

“ The general to beat at half an hourpaft three, 
and the allembly at four o’clock, on Sunday morn- 
ing, when the regiment and the firft battalion of 
feapoys are to march to camp, to celebrate the an- 
mvertary of the Emperor of Hindoftan's corona- 
tion i each man to be furnifhed with fix rounds of 
cxercifmg cartridges.” 

After this compliment had been paid to a page- 
ant of Royalty, the regiment and the firft: battali- 
on of feapoys were ordered to parade at five o’clock 
on Sunday evening, in order to march back to 
Allahabad. 

And 
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. And the next day it was in orders : 

** The P re ** ent that was given yeflerday by the- 
king, is to be diflributed between the artillery and 
the regiment, according to their fevera! ftations," 
though this donation bellowed on the private men 
was inconfiderabJe, yet the general ftiould have 
forbidden his foldiers to receive it, as this nominal 
king had lcarce, from his rich andextenfive domi- 
mons, a revenue fufficient to defray the expences 
oi his wretched houfhold, and of a few troop-, 
which were called his body guards. The Court of 
D'redlors were fo fenfible of this, that thev order- 
ed Colonel Smith to return to the king two jacks of 
rupees, which he had accepted from his maiefty. 
However the general, who like the Roman pro- 
conful, was refolved to return home with Afiatic 
r n J° Ur *j nd 0 P u Ience, found means to have the 
m fecured to him through another channel. • 
d,d not ^ eturn to the garrifon, but encamped 
with two battalions, and two guns, at Subahdan 
3nd a PP oint ca Lieutenant Colo- 

SnmThS W - creout of ,he queffiou, the 

appear her™|er PeC H arr »•** *" 

coaft of CoromanH l varllke exploits upon the 
rauft fumS" d h , a T B " cver bccn receded, « 
pen o„ F rte for want °f =>" ible , 

belonged original!^ d5abllthment > 10 which lie 

In 
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In order to make amends for this omiffion, we ' 
Ihall entitle this jaunt a campaign, left our hero 
Ihould lie under the imputation of quitting the 
army, without having fiiewn himfelf a formidable 
commander, as he really was foie and undifturbed 
matter of the field. 

Though there were no difturbanccs in the 
Korah province, nor apprehenfions from a foreign 
enemy, yet the colonel, in his high wifdom, wrote 
to Lieutenant Colonel Peach at Allahabad, to lend 
him an enforcement. Accordingly it was in orders 
the 15th of December, 1765. 

“ The detachment -of artillery, with two foe 
pounders, with their tumbrels of amunirion, and 
30,000 mufket cartridges, and the firft battalion 
of feapoys, are to march to morrow rrtorning, on 
the firing of a gun, to proceed to join the army 
(viz. the colonel with his two battalions) at the 
camp at Paulgong.** 

The colonel thought probably it was beneath 
his dignity-to travel with lefs attendants, and with 
this additional force, he was able to compel his 
majefty’s fubjetts to pay him his revenues, if they 
refufed to fubmit to his authority. 

Having been informed by Lieutenant Colonel 
Peach, that the defertion of the troops in garrifon 
was frequent, the colonel fent the following order. 

** Camp near FiUtapoor, 7 sib 'December 1765. 
“ The colonel is extremely concerned to hear, 
from the report of Lieutenant Colonel Peach, of 
feveral foldiers of the regiment having fo far for- 
got what they owe to themfelves and to their coun- 
try, as to defert their colours. 

** The 
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“ Tiic lionet flattered himfelf that his admd 
mtion anti exhortation would have had fufficicni 
i'///./'// 5 , ! . r y, ma P ln the regiment to have 


wcigut win every man in the regiment to have 
kept him ftead) in his duty, but he has now foirc 
realon to think, that ioldiers when in liquor, arc 
deluded away by black people , for he cannot flip, 
pofe a European, who had the life of his fcnfa, 

whom he n d“ frCCd0m ‘° be the *"° f "» 
Though we mud commend the colonel ni 
making choice of fuch words in the diftion of his 
khhfj>r’ aS i> t0 morc forcibly the minds of 

them ivl t^hom he addrcfles himfelf, and ,n calling 
. 3 hinfe of their duty from principles of 

I ben le’aie'l ** ^1 ^ as ?t ade “fe of the word /a. r, 
There ,/ 0 ma , k ,- c a few rcBea ‘°™ thereupon, 
toos r e r k n< ! Anat,cs whatever. Moors of Gen 
“iT ^ Pences or their mailers in fiich 
?he oiwer "A n h aS thofe who are undef 

Vants of/h ' i'IL p '" ous and m ercilefs head fer‘ 
manv Bonn ind,a Company Too 

mconteftible ^tf £ V* ^ thl! 

on of our Jprr.n ► * , e un,7 erfal indignati 

nation G 2 Ure * a ftotidhment o! thi 

fion exhibited as fh C ^v. Cnea crue ty an d oppref* 
obhK^d o ,h U r ^ OCk r^ Uraan nature GentleU 
prelfnt ?h^r L Cm / cheS "P m their boufcs, to 

diets, on board of loan w h”® 8 '? by 
rope , vet this „*■.,!? K 1 be tran lported to Eu 
from the imolaeahlp Ut !? n Coulc * not proteft them 
theft petev P t’ “ns 0 !’ I ’ r0V ° , cd ^ntmentof 

their bodies without break 7 C ° U,d n0t lhzS ° " 
0ut brea Mng open doors the) 

— . placed 
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placed foldiers on all the avenues to their honfh,, 
The following is his lordfhip*s order to the offi- 
cer who was fent after Meflieurs Robertfon -and . 
Duffield. “ Contenting yourfelves with placing, 
guards in fuch a manner that.theyj ThcJmas -Frants 
cis Robertfon, and Captain Vernon Duffield, can- 
not poffibly efcape-,.nor are you to fuffer any per-, 
(bn, or perfons whatfoever,* to go in, or come out,i 
yr allow provifions and liquors, or other {applies, 
if any kind, to be conveyed to them, without my 
exprefs orders.” . „ v 

‘They' had fhut thcmfelves up -in their apart- 
ments i the foldiers took up th?ir quarters in the . 
opherpart of thehoufe; when they could hold, 
out no longer for want of food, they were obliged 
to open their doors, and without being allowed to 
capitulate, delivered up their bodies to .the mercy ' 
of their virulent perfecutors. One gentleman’^ 
houfc was broke into in the night time, bimfclf’ 
laid violent hands upon, when in bed with his wife,’ 
tpre from her arms, dragged through the ftreets , } 
immediately put on board of a fioop, and fent . 
dbwn the river.; Several Europeans who ufed to* 
get a comfortable fubfiftance, by trading through 
the country like the natives ; and gentlemen, free 
merchants who , had been fettled for many years , 
part, even without the company’s territories, were, 
all ordered to Calcutta, and there immured inj 
loathfome dungeons*,. an order having been ifiuedt 
out, that none ffiould prefume ‘to go above ten 
miles from the dI ace without ihe^oyer.unr’j: 

If this is liberty, the Chriftian flaves in the Rates _ 
of Barbary, can juflly call themfclves free, in* 
companion with thofe who haye incurred the di£ t 
. pleafure" 
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pleafure of the * principal 'company’s fervants in* 
India. * ^ J * " 

Thefe are fome parts of’ his lofdflup’s beaded 
regulations j his fucceflbr, Mr. Vcrelft, more timid 
than his predecelfor, 'from whom however he had 
imbibed the fame arbitrary meafures of govern meat, 1 
feldom ventured on fuch open ads of violence j but 
his malice and treachery -were perhaps no lefs fatal 
to thofe, whom he was refolved to deftroy. ^ To’ 
prevent any application to the laws of this coun- 
try for redrefs, and that no witneftes fhould appear 5 
againfi: him’in the lupreme cou'rf of Juftice, he 
ordered thofe he had devoted to perdition, <to be’ 
confined one or two hundred miles from Calcutta.' 
He caulcd two gentlemen of unblemiffied honour,’ 
fo be immured three hundred miles from the feat 
of Jus prefidency, in a loanfome 1 fortrefs, during' 
five months; at the expiration of which, thefe in-* 
jured and ill-fated officers were *tranfpor ted in a 
boat to Calcutta, and kept on the river three days 1 
and three nights, during the times of the Barrs 
expoled to the inclemency of the 'weather, with* 
out ihelter or nffiftance. < They were then confined' 
in a difmal dungeon, in New Fort William,' under 
double guards,' where they were refilled the com- 
mon neccflarieS t° fiipport nature rand to com- 
pleat their di.jfiers, when thefe famifhed gende* 
men were endeavouring (through' an attorney) to 
re prefented to the Juftices of the 
n?l5 3 ! CUtta ’ thc y " cre ^ u ddenly feizld in' 
fWm T ms ’,’ puc " n bo2rd of an oU leaky 

r„d z ™" S Th cr as a fac f c ' to ti,s 

-* ' a ' e . s * -The captain h?v»ng re- 
prifon of his fhip, they were 
brought 


ftifed to make 
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brought back with the melancholy proved of / 
being* (hue up a fecond time in Fort William; but 
the Tpirited behaviour of a military gentleman, 
who I corned to be the mftrument of the governor’s 
/clentlcfs cruelty, at laft prevailed on him to fee , 
them free, upon their parole not to leave Calcutta* 
Indeed they might well rely upon their honour af- 
ter the do&orhad given them over, and when 
they were expe&ed every- moment to. give up the 
ghoft. 

Under the fame man’s tyrannical government ^ 
paarsy good foldiers, who had ferved the company 
faithfully, during the five years {Upulated at the 
time they enlifted, were confined to New Fort * 
William for three or four months, on frivolous 
pretences ; fotne becaufe they begged to be fent to 
their native country, after having ferved -their 
time, (others for juft complaints of their woes. 

Theft* are* indifpu table fadts, from which it is 
maniteft, that the inferior isrvants of the Englilh 
company-arc the greateft (laves in India-, and the 
colonel .knows that a foldier who deferts, mult 
change his mode of fervitude for the better* 

Alter fo many inftances of the moft illegal and 
arbitrary proceedings, one fiiould be inclined to 
fuppole that the Englilh rulers in India, are either 
ignorant of our conliitution, or flatter themfelves 
to perfccme and opprefs their fellow fubjefts with 
impunity, at tuch a di (lance from the feat of Em- 
pire. k feems as jf they had interpreted thefpirit 
of our laws to be fuch. as to aShtd cedcefs and pro- 
tection to none, but the fubjetts who actually re- 
fuie m Great Britain ; precluding from this benefit 
all i!u>fc who are fettled in the Company’s territo- 
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^ eS ' ’? thervM « the 7 'could have never carried fa 
.far jfteir tyrannical and nefarious meafures again!! 
,thcihberty, and property of their -fellow fubje&s. 
tln.vatn/thcy endeavoured to conceal from the pub- 
Jic their iniquitous deeds, or to prevent the injured 
irom obtaining' juflice from our fuperior court*, 
■ty purchafing * feats in parliament, and with 
fncir ill gotten riches, endeavouring to bribe 
9 nd -corrupt law and cqutty; the time is hap- 
pily come that no members of the legiflatnre 
pill fit sin (he fenate .-wifh thefe Eaflem depreda- 
tors, and unantmoufiy agree to deleft, expofe, 
TOdpundh 'by ignominious otpulfions from that 
fhefc ° f th e C pM P fc ’ s rcprefentaiives, 

conftirnpnrf r °v bcrs \" l'°fi ; plan was to enflavethe 
tnbunT ? Wh °'? **t had bought-, »» for our 
«„„or S n±T f ,htm ,vm /“on find, that they 
aiuftn'f'n 1 ^ for ever, an ignominious verdifi, 
J Inde^d 2™'"' ° f thdr crim “ a " d iniquities, 
fitven , £5' t ' n ‘ r,CaCp: 5nd deUysof our laws, have 
Many ODDrefTM ; n \ uc K cn 5 0ura 8 em enc to think fo. 
aftion anainP r, "? dlvlduals rather than to bring an 
rapacious lawyer^ S’"' e, 'f" 1 . 0 PP“ ne nts, In feeding 
prudence and ih tb ™S bt it more confiftent with 

PoriTtS had lift r fcrVa,iQn 0f the,r '"^P' 9 - 

woes, antf their fuffer Cm ' tf ^bibitthe lift of their 
which minht be h/»ry n ^ S ^ j mt enor mous fees, 
efpeciaUy sa t w" r d?, Phed f ° r \ h ' ,r 
denial of juftice. ^ C ' a ^ s arc equal t 


~7 J u »«re. 

' . alrpoft 
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ftfmoft through every court of law in 'hopes -of re. 
drefs, and after Eve years chicanery and procrafti- 

, nation, the court of Chancery, that palladium <>f 
equity, thought proper to grant an injunction to 
flop proceedings,' unci! witnefies were 'examined in 
the Eaft* Indies •» the gentlemen defendants having 
pleaded a juftification, though the court of King’s 
Bench and Common Pleas were the onlp jtidges 
in this cafe, ic /was referred to the cogmzanceof 
another tribunal, in order to difepurage the plain- 
tiff from further' proceedings \ and by this artful 
contrivance of their opprefiors, the - two great 
■judges, who pie fide at the court above mentioned, 
with equal dignity and reputation, aflifted by <a 
jury, were reputed incompetent judges of a matter," ' 
which is of, their refort ; and the evidence which 
appeared at the trial, though indifputablc, de- 
clared infufEcient ; whether a .commiflion fliould 
have been granted or not, for the examination of 
.witnefles, wc refer this dccifion to the aft of 
Habeas Corpus, which exprefly fays/ that no in- 
junction fliall be granted but in the court were the 
-caufe is .tried j the title ' of this aft is to prevent 
impnfonment in perfons beyond fea-, {his aft is tm 
addition to Magna Charca. ' ■ . 1 

_ By the great charter, care was taken of the liber- 
ties of the fubjefts of England*, we had no extrq 
marine territories, but. the French provintes that 
had devolved to the king| of the Norman race by 
intermarriage or inheritance, and rhey were go- 
'verned by, their own laws.. Qar ^lanxiujim, wad. 
^xtra marine territories, were'by the Habeas Cor- 
pus aft made (liable - to the laws of England, as 
'founded on the great charter, which *aft fubjefted 

Ireland 
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Ireland to the laid charter This charter was only 
a confirmation of the common law, and no new 
mftitution, fee lord Coke the mirror of juftice and 
others 

Therefore the common law extends to every part 
of the globe, where the Bntifh power is ercaed 
crimes therefore againft general liberty are pun Ih 
able ifcomiritted in India, in the fane manner a 
“ * uc h mifdemeanours had been done in Ene 
land 

An a£lion for an a {fault and falfe impnfonment, 
fhotild on no account whatever be fereened from 
the cognizance of proper tribunals, by fuch an 
injunction, cfpectally when it has been brought to 
that ftage, that the death of the defendant as 
witnefies, or even of the plaintiff himfelf, Ihould 
not prevent his heirs at law from reaping any ad 
vantage winch they might derive from the menu 
of his cafe Otherwtfea woman (for mlhncc)«ho 
has lied in affluence in India with her hufband, 

er ^ eetng him fued by an arbitrary Governor 
and council, and conhned for no crime whatever, 
” ‘l'*? plundered , and after codes 
When n Tt,™" ^° r plt 0r p ' en j ears to get redrrfs, 
when on the point to have the date of his cafe en 

ma! IZ Dy h ! S pccrs > ,hc cm rt of Chancery 
babilitv f*’ Brant an ln J una '°n with a pro- 
fured Lrtfjn bc,n 8 m3dc P^P-^ Her m 
his damage c , ,c / .k° n ‘rficr, and with him 

imnrifonmmr °h ^ bc °^» — *° r an aflkult and falfe 
hafe loft all Cn ® P er fon J, though he might 
yec hls i«ve no re- 
left fnen Jl-fs w m ? 1 Kvc ° r fix chl dren nny be 
” anci deIl,tu ^ her fan ily reduced 
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to Weary on account of the delays caufed by Rich 
ah injunction This does not teem confunant with 
the proceedings of a court of equity 

We hope the reader will excufe this digreflion 
in favour ot the opprefied, and the injured 

Colonel Smith, whofe mighty and important 
concerns could not permit him to enter into the 
particulars of his officers cjrcumRancei, and whofe 
ipecOtations did coincide with the fyftem of mo- 
nopoly eftnbliflied by his lordlhip, thought Jt con- 
fident with his lofty ideas of a commander in 
chief, to have his officers make that brilliant ap- 
pearance, which was a fort of homage pud to h s 
cxilted Ration Inftead of allowing them time to 
have their regimentals and camp neceflarjes fent up 
by their friend* at Calcutta, at the ufual price they 
were obliged to purchafe them from hr lordfhip’s 
*igen% at anextravagant rate, in confcquence of die 
following order given out the 4th of -February, 
1766 

” As miny bo->ts with neceffancs are daily ‘expec- 
“ ted at Allahabad from Calcutta, the colonel par- « 
“ ticularly recommended it to all the officers ot the* 
brigade, woo nave not yet been able to provide t 
“ their complete regimentals, to furnilh themfclves 
tc without delav, as it u probable the brigade may. 
“ be reviewed early in April, the colonel experts v 
“ every officer to appear at the review in his com- 
“ piece regiment its ” 

1 h“ feconcl brigade was cantoned m a foreign 
prince's dominions, three hundred miles farther up - 
the country, than they were tiled to be Rationed, 
which occafiontd every Luropean nectflary to be 
advanced at lealt 50 per cent-beftdes, their Balta. 

had 
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hid not only b*en reduced, but they were paid h 
rupees of an infenour kind b> the colonel, 
jikc the great duke of Marlborough, wiihrrest 
rnlilary virtues, hid differed that fordid vice, called 
avarice to preponderate m lus nolle /cut 
The provident colonel had taken poflWTion of 
Sujah al Dowlah's mint at Banares, and proved 
his great (kill in metallurgy, by recoining a 
money, the immenfe profit of which enabled him 
to do honour to his mailers, is the opulent rep^e 
tentative of a company of merchant, fo\ereig/» 
ot the cad Thefe adulterated rupees were fo-tn'* 
mod part ifiuetl out for the pav ment of the troops 
under Jus command By this means the colore! 
ound an cafy way of difpofing of upwards of one 
it ndred thou land fmelt rupees crcry month, as 
wiU appear by his orders of the 9th of hebruar) 

As the pa) matter has b) midake, paid tfr 
troops of the gsrnfon for the prefent month, in 
Sornt mftead ct V K ,er topees/ the commsrdm; 

arc tequerted to return tolls 
fl r ?' dl ® :r 5 nce butveen the Surst end the 

mved m fvr ° ! ? e troo P s are to continue to be 
psyed in the lime fpec e ns ufuil " 

Kokh „ “ c °" tlnu,:J his progrefs through the 
Konh protme-, sv.th the fplendid retnulofen 

v«h ? at «' could no longer 

his brioad/^^r'k d , t ’ ccnc >' ^ eav c the commmd of 
tins &a T h ' ch hc w J ft ' td to join urcil the 

wjSKST***? 

m da nee, 
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inifonce, and' condemned him .for having prop*-’ ; ' 
gated this illufion, . I think him ; highly juftifiable-r 
in every. refpect.-J If he thought this aifupernatUr i 
ral warning, he a£led like an able and experienced .t 
general,- ,to . leave , nothing to fortune,.’, and , to - be ;i 

guarded againd;. any poffible. furprize f.ahd if he-," 

deceived ..them; by prodigy, ..he made,’ .like Numa^ 
Pompilivis and ’other/great menT'of'. Greece . and d 
Rome, . ! with theintervention .of rauguries.’and vin» r. • 
ons,\the scredulityibf mankind, fubfervient* to .his- 1 
private defigris.V ; .Vk.Vw- 4 .^v'.sV/vf.vV 
Before ,we. proceed in .the narration) of. the Co-W 
loneiV fkilful marches ?and icouhterVmarcheB, it h \ 
pfoper.ro difclofc. to , our .readers his fag'acity pero t 
netration and judgment, for.;fuppreffing .that! 'part it 
of the committee onders'ivhich he^oiild not recori-yi 
ciie with I bis ’ ektenhvcfpfojedls. ; _ f .bike .■ a; goodn 
; general, vwilhing , to keepfamethingm jeferVe/.lKe 
' thought it. was impolitic^ toracquaintliis officers 
■ that the. country.-, was/ in i perfect' tranquility. theyir 
, all knew this, - iarid.a con firmatloiv authe hticated ! by o 
. Lord Clive .and Jmicommittee,* .might have.caufed d 
exclamation'-in the military idifeipline, : commonly 3 
the confequence of fupinenefs'and fecurity if by this- > 

. imaginary danger, i'he.kcpt thet troops in, readinefs :> 
upon any emergency; ' and though .the. pretended ' 
invafion of .the .Mhnrattas into the Korah .’province a 
could hot intimidate officers of (kill and experience - r 
kv his army,\ ; who had feed Mharatpasfin /reality, a 
yet He had forefcch that;Occurrences might happen*.; 
winch were likely .to turn icq .his advantage'*, .the 

. event juftified his fore-knowledge. Vi. r’ji’. . ;<‘‘Vi 

As the people .in .London .are jond' df T Jhev/Y/« 
tpe general, who has ,'neyef ’courted enough ' pa- 

You III* H pularuy. 
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polarity, map ingratiafe himfeif into the favour of 

r ia'i? g ,vin S => grand fpeflscle, a 
body of Mh^ttas horfe marching down free, 
G*^, anti afierrad, fl ™>' 1,11 lh ry dafrend 

““fV" 1 ? nd th ’* no more impoffible thin 
;^' n 5f“ n *o r fe nramhmg over the Alps 
here h,, h ,lnd “' Houfc ■" Leadcnhall flreet. 
DlSL? -v5.“ grcat f din “ ce between the two, 
pmffio'nofTw nn °r 0th "' t,f,: eecountfor the fun- 
Srf 1 ^ Paragraph,, than the Colonel’s 
t'cma ££ <1™ “1 7“ cfficcrsi| 'appmefs > in rtotan-’ 

«SLa h rt, T 'r hen tbar pay »>* to be 

SfeSSd blade" * ' ndulg ' 7 ’ no ‘lae officers 
battahon;” • beS^.Sf«TT ,hc doub,c 
gave the officers apMouehe-r h-.tr J h ' cpmmm “ 
count oFtheunavo.tlsM?' h f . batta ’ “ ac- 
officers in wnEJSSKf “ P ' ncc inc Prre[! by the 
Novi this heinn the 0^7 d l" d P thcr "eceflanesf 
ardouble thediflance of rh r nBade Rationed 
were to be fupphed With the? aW P !? m wblch llrcy 
» natural confluence 'f tf >* but > 

in proportion. t , , * A " eirv pay being iifcreafaT 

troops aremdered P to ra be ra pa h ,d'n P s aiI,S ! 4?’ 
l^rior In value to thofe tf vArcot ^mTpcr cent j 
v 4 w " ** 11 tlje 1 
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the committee affigris as a reafomforthis alteration; 
*‘,a farther encouragement r.to the. office rs 5 l and on 
.account of itheifrequentTcardty of Arcot rupees.’’ 
The troops- under., Colonel Smith f.were -paid I'iri 
Vifier, rupees of J> the ' .Colonel’s own 'Coimttg, ’about 
thirteen • per. cent. -in • value left-' than : the Sdrot'V. 
This was a, farther .'difcouragcment to the OffiCcrs-of 
his brigade. ■ : i*. syry’&m'b 
. Another hardship tile officers felt 'from 'receiving 
thefe .rupees, wasj. that'- they did/not-pafs "current 
in Bengal,;; the people; - itherefore, who.piirch'dfed 
necefiaries fori the army,* raifed* their -goods’ above 
.the price, 1 which 'theymeantJ.foTelPthfcnV'in^prb- 
portion. to what' they knew’ they muft-lofe by thfcic 
Vizier rupees, du ri.vr*.// ilL:: lu.i z : ?v?/ ?.&** ‘ 
: Some morofe and ill-natured Writers ; 'would -Wakd 
fan injurious compariforl'-betwikt 'dhr-hero- and 
-Major Sturgeon, -inregard ‘to ‘his marches, 1 and his 
difpofitions forencounteting van r ideal Vfiemy 
lowing ■> forne »’ parityp-we -fhill “not •’ debafe oifr'xho- 
jdern vjartittr ‘-by 'a’ Timile, ■ which' fnight ' hurt • his 
pYidey andlefieri his confequeh * ■*’> 
At Uft, obr general with four battalions of fetf* 
^poys, Tailed do*n » rtot before? '>btoVon/6Ae'0d£ of 
-Siragpddrly'A.s? the ' grand - ibilitiry ‘operations -of 
vthe mailers' of the ani of War d^ferve (o bb'reco'rded 
’ farthe inftrtiftion 'of thofe deftiriM ' to command 
1 armies, we- fKalPgive a'pafticuiar'accdunt r of the 
• Colonel’s ••’cdnfu'mmate Knowledge* in- tecbics’aftd 
caftrametation; ■ and (hew? after his example," to bb ( 
American generals,' how todefend a-pafs at fifty- 
feven miles ditlance of it. J rV'-'-'"- 

Before we proceed to ; givh a 'defeription of the 
Colonel’s encampment, it is necefiary to point oul 
■ * the 
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the (ituation of .Siragpoor. -‘It has once .been a 
place of.cdnfiderable note, and is (till one of the 
moft flourilhingitov/ns in the province'of Korih; 
It' is pleatantly-fjcuated upon, the banks *of- the 
Ganges, 1 about one hundred and four milesIN. W; 

* and by N t of Allahabad, 'abourone hundred and 
ten: miles W./S;.W. of; Oudc,-. undo about fifty* 
feveri miles E. ,and an^half. N. of Kalpeej iwhicft 
(lands , on the banks rot t he-Jum ns," which riref 
empties. itfclfimo thc Ganges at Allahabad;! ; The 
Colonel encamped -his ’four 'battalions about one 
mile and. a quarter to the S; \V; of the town ;Vto 
the .right: the ground ;\vas ■ rather higher than that 

• which .we poflefled ; .it went with’an eafy, declivity 
to the left, - till dt ended in: a ;hdllow:.overgrOvi'a 
wth Ihrubs andihiall woods.;. Abourtwbor three 
hundred: yards inifrdnt ; was h'hollbw: way that fan 

. the -whole length of ouf, encampment s'.io.thelefr, 
tne_ other: fide -of-ithis . hollow, .ahe. ground 'was 
higher than that we occupied, on which thenbwas 
a final! village,! abbuta mile W.,and;fix N. 'of our 
encampment Here; the'Colonel propofed wailing 
or twenty thoufand Mliararta horfe, which no one 
. ever had .the lead information of bat himfc!f;:an'd 
P ”?• a u“'^5 ary a PP"rance oh theihoffili «• 
?• c ? ,onrf h:id ' denounced 'againS 

of ■ nC ' 0f Kora(l " 1 1*' fliewed ihis , knowledge 
' : reehi^ s i°";> ,as "l ull -«>.his ■fdenee bfitTe 
a ,t l uar 'ft'tt'to the lefciof hii 
of fappHed theivant 

' cade for. the cnemy^^ “ * li ad ' G ®J itl a , mb f' 
.r"/-. While 
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While the colonel was carrying on what he called 
his lines at Siragpoor, Sujah*ai Dowlah Ihewed 
that he was an unbeliever, for he never went to 
the fouthern frontiers of his dominions, which by 
the colonel’s account l the twenty thou find Mha- 
rattas were to enter Sujah al Dowlah. knew that 
there was no Mharattih army, at leaft within two 
hundred miles of thd borders of his territories, and 
thefe pillagers were within their own diftri&s ; 
though the colonel was -as welHnformed on this 
fubjeft as the : Nabob, he might, ns a «fgood 
Chnfhan, believe miracles, which an infidel could 
not reconcile with his faith , fo little regard did the 
vizier -pay to this report^ that inftead of marching 
to the fouth-eaft to defend his dominions, he went 
north eaft to Bhaafey, and having taken poflefiion 
icf that fortreiy and fettled fhofc’ parts of the 
country, ihe turned towards the fouth eaft to Chu- 
'prabj and paid a vifit to Lord Clive, his reftorer 
and benefadlor. , r ^ ’ 

Colonel Smith, never forgetful of his high rank 
^nd dignity, played the, Nabob with all the ftatcly 
grandeiir of thefe eaftem princes , he renewed his 
ftroops from the houdar of his hlephant, and nac 
to be behind them in Afiatic voluptuoulhds and 
fenfuahty, he gave himfelf up to the enjoyment of 
vloofe defires in an elegant feragho or zenpana, they 
mdolgmgnhe pkffion of heroes in the ^rms of 
c favourite concubines, after the tods and fangues 
of the field , if he had not the chalhty of Scipic, 
Alexsitdcr in hts protndcuous amours, 
while the colonel was fhewing himfdf au excelled 
pra&ttioner m eaftern polygamy, ^ circumfb»*cir 
happened which dtfdo f ed his dcfpotic meafires. 
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wfiich no doub t he had adopted after the exairnkci 

, Jome of his prtdeccDbrs in military command. h 

mitonan, my partiality and admiration of theta 
lonel s warlike archicycmcnts, cannot inilpentxr 

• t0 p j r! ,r nn ?, , ‘ ce . 11 ,,is co "Jua, highly culpable » 
wards Mr. \ lrttie, a much injured officer. Tl: 
^ca'c ot this gentleman, is but little known to* 

• c ’ a ?‘ .'hough the rancorous illiberal pen cf 
■ Mr.Strachey, Lord Clive's Secretary, Mr.Vintr, 
, m confequtn ce of the redudhon of the officer, pr, 
' ,'h/r ?" 1 !’ C i fi 'i c > C! ? 1 i ccI wrote a letter o 
‘ done St™, I ii C r ' X , lh of Ma >'t as Lveral others had 

and if the C ?"° I '“Y 6 refign his-commiffimt 
Jeoufft i “'T' F d ? ot Mnk Proper to grant h 


the Ihr vice and ,1. . c«W* d ,l, « b 

- V n fiF at tf^peft /or his command.rg 

month ft °“ U,nducc him !t> watt till fheendtf 


officer, 

the month. , , , . 

iffijed out'a t|UenC ' *?“ application, the colon*! 
praceful to s3 ncra order greatly mjuriotl, and dtf- 
infulflv °7 ccis «= oos of their honour ; ..,vh,tb 

letter aSd^ed^him 1 ’ ,* f *“«''«• A »* 

warded to rfip^r. rj* ^ r,n g-it might be ior-* 
rcprefcntatinn P- C f 1 ^ ent ancl council, that no m& 
with zeal and fidduy^ffrl ■ ■' ,h ° k ,d fo ' C ' 1 
'The colonel f,: u • e,r °P ,nKy1 ' * • 

tulation, nof o n t,, sb *7 mcenfed at this juftexpof- 
But oidcred'mo'nfof°rh firm ir d tiS f “ rro er , decrees, 
ed kave to reng„,. t 'ti°®^ had requefl 


. ‘ 'Mr. Vuiu- r, r° t- tu : . 

.different from ffio'h „f®!' n “ tlo os.of honour v;« 

'waited 6nWthe'8th D f °,^ C 

'!* the afternoon j'and f f* a L ab o«t, three o clo 
s tne colonel, in one 
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us orders,^ had '^declared that/* The, fer vices, of 
: us‘ officers’ were 'by ho means, definable V Mr./Vir- 
;ufi ,, yfieitfbrer Vp^cfted leave Vo refrgn his/com* ' 
niffiori - 'immediately^ upon wtych jin‘ altercation''; 
iaffed be tween <he -colonel a him/ m Tefpetf'to’ * 
us 'intended 1 -' re Rgnftion; tvhicK./he'Vcdloircl' *pc- , 
etnpto ril/ f ef uYed fo ‘he cep t J^Mr. 1 Virtvie'replied^ / 
hat lie ca til cl c n ot ! wliK 3 KbnoVi r °ierve Vi ri d ej / li/ch/ 
»rders'i''thVt rhdeedVlie 'liad infdrttifed* (by Vetter) . 
he’’Cblonel : b^ his Intention jo rt(W aWHe end of '1 
beWonth'/* but as the only ’ahfwer\ which ‘ the eolo-/ . 
efrWhjJiven to that* propofol ■ Was .1 n ! a public ! brj/ y * 
er/ tvhichl fcfle&cdupoif his* honour/, jThjs-Mr.' J 
r irtue acquainted'’ tife;, coVouei“\v4s.°the tCardn’pf'* 
is resigning tiqw/finrc-hejdid hotchufe Vqlaltcr ;J 
i/orderl r and : ^Tter .laying doWh his^corurniilidn/' 
rfdthtT 'colonel^ ‘ table,'. told ’hitri that- he 'flibuld ; 
•ay<b’tKd'4hcampfqent that evening/ alkm^'h'ffiV if. J ! 
e-had : dny commands; to • Calcutti^'Nbl' nbncT ' ‘ 
: ; all,T ‘anfwe’red th'e t c6loneji' : r< !,;V/ V, j a ! - 
;Mr,*yirtiie' returned ,tp , His '*tcnt "immediately ‘ a 
ter this, and ordered. ’all' his. baggage to be pack- / 

*' ^niarch/T He thenor-/ ‘ 
^Vd mis htryant,'to ‘go; tqVL'ieiiteriaqt ‘.Colonel ‘ 
C&cn s ■ ViKe c cqmonnqaht. <5f the Tmes,\ W/’ 
now when ’ He could C^ait .on’ him, and ‘ acquaint “ 
rn with his intentions' Vo { leave’ the cam pi His* r 
tvdnt brought Mm'Word ^haV Mr?'; Peach’ Vai t 
Mr v Vjiju P /rdered -hiih to' return to the 7 "' 
,2”^ ■ wasjitelh' "the evening .■ 

:■ uenred to ^ Jmmediately 'adThitVed ihtb.hiS pre-; /. 
’ wps ^/imnatient/ to* leave * the / 

jhis ’was only" ^ cbmplifnetft hd wiDied! ' 
i: pay tp ( the lieutenant jcolonel^ 'as' commandant 1 ' 
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of the lines , when Mr. Virtue obferved his Ter 
vant coming towards him, he went to meet him, 
“and finding the colonel was up, walked towards 
his tent, Mr Peach perceiving him, immediate!; 
mounted his horfe, wnich was ready faddlcd at the 
door, and rode off to the rear that Mr, Virtue 
fhould have no opportunity to fpeah to him Mr 
Virtue returned to hU tent after this difappomt 
ment, and whilft he was walking before it with 
fome gentlemen. Colonel Smith, mounted on an 
elephant, and Lieutenant Colonel Peach, with 
other officers on horfeback, paffed by clofc to ha 
tent Mr. Virtue. fajuted the colonel, and the other 
officers m the fame refpe&ful manner as ufual, 
and endeavoured to fpeak to Lieutenant Colonel 
Peach, which he perceiving, bnfhly rode up on 
theoppofite fide of Colonel’s Smith’s elephant, 
when Mr. Virtue obferved he fo indufinoufly avoid 
ed being near him, he immediately called for hu 
horre, and in full view of the troops who were pi 
raaed for roll calling, rode out between the two 
left hand battalions of the line, in fight of both 
the cobnds wh° were within left than one hun 

,w y , „ SOf . h ' m , , lv ! r v, "“ c . after traveling 
, wo m, Ies, halted his people, returned back 
to the camp, and tupped with homo of his fnciA 

fat mghtwnh'h™ 0 CakUt “’ and Pr0WedCd ,f< 

, he u Mr y ,rtu r arrived a, Allahabad on I 1 ! 
of, . I immediately wrote a Jettcr to Majoi 

-4S no: mpeh tnd^W, bmrtft °h= would Hi 

iht 
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the earliefl' opportunity. of Returning him thanks 
for the civilities h’e had received of him', and de- , 
fired - to ^ k now ■/ his ■commands for .Calcutta;.; -In 
arifwertbtKis letter, “Mr/Virtue washorioured .with 
a'vifit from 'Major Smith’s 1 adjutant, i # \yho‘ informed 
him, : ‘that' he had 'orders’ from the major “to- putdjim 
')ti arreftyon- which -he “ informed- the adjutant -that 
he wds’ no'military ‘many* and fhould /therefore obey 
ho‘order !, bf 'that/ kind ’the iadjutant 5 replied, 1 j that ' 
h'e apprehended if MrhVirtub perfifted in that re- 
folution he Would : be’taken'up r by f a‘ guard. ; ,"Mr. 
Viftiie-s anfwer <\va$;i ItHatt he -could: -not -oppofe 
force - to f force j t But 1 as 1 he nvas • a i free- born - Bn tifli 
fubjedll he doubtfcdinot’; but 1 he (hould ■ find- relief 
in'thc^aWs- of *‘-his 'country ifbr.’alha&s of violence 
and bppreffiori^ -which -Major Smith/mighc .think 
proper' to 'cxercife> 'towards him— Hehad, then, a 
copy ' of ! an ' arre ft'* in .writingdelive red • to - h i m, ; and 
figned "by .‘thir- 'adjutant.—.' .This'/occafioned; Mr. 
Virtue ‘to. write again to } Mnjor Smith, '/to acquaint 
•him' that- he w& no foldicr, 1 -nor/did he thinklhim- 
felf fubjcdt to j his icommands; ? therefore. could ; nbt 
‘bb’eyiOiem; ! »and ■concluding\\vith' i tlietfame-'vyords 
he had fpokeuo.'the adjutants- Mr; Virtue' after 
-this, - remained three »/of four, days at "Allahabad, 
•without furdierVm'oleftation, and! then 1 proceeded 
.'.publickly down the ’'river (to Ghun argur,- f and'.after 
' paying i his- compliments* to iJMajor^GalIier,~ithe 
•’commanding officer; -continued hisf -journey t tcxjBa- 
- nates and Patna. . On Mr.- Virtue^ arrivalat -Ban- 
■ Ktpoor, ‘ he'Was laid hold of by ia party of Teapoys, • 
' who ■ carried him to lieutenant EuHartop -W-[this 
gentleman Went withihim -to > CoJoneljSir;Rpbert 
Barker, the commanding “officer y Sir Robert^ -who 
fl '. ‘Vol; lUrVcU f-SFM I .- 1 i: Scarce 
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fcarce deigned to look at Mr. Virtue, afleed himij 
lie confidcred himfclf in the fcrvicc. Upon fca 
anfwcring in the negative, Sir Robert ordered Mr. 
Fullarton to confine Mr. Virtue in Chalccy To-rb, 
'which was done in a moll fcvcrc and ignominHW 
lnanner; he was fomc time confined to a fed 
apartment which admitted the rain ; the unhealthy 
fituation in which he was placed, brought on dX 
orders which he was doomed to fuffer, without tbs 
aHidance of a dortor; and he was long confined 
before he knew what he was confined for, or upon 
■what principles he was detained. What a dif 
agreeable fituation Mr. Virtue mud have been in, 
when informed that Lord Clive had fwom he would 
u!o\y him from a gun or fhoot him, and the leas 
•Tie was to expert was death of fomc fort. ‘ The* 
declarations before a trial, were mod infamous} 
.k werc die times when honed fptrited men, 
Avho wilhed well to their employers, were, under 
various pretences, cruelly opprefled with all the sg- 
•gravations of outrage,' and contumely. - 

™ not until tile fifteenth of fuly that Mr. 
Virtue was broughfbeforc a military' court, unto 
f!!u ds k T“ houc my ‘pt^inus notice. After the 
(Captain Thomas Pearfon) had at- 
° f thc chatges againft him. Wr. 
•ther hl f,rcd the " un uc "ld inform him, who 

- to T cu(l ?mary by the laws of the realm, 

•’foS/> Pr ° n " " md >' nolici: <° P rc P a te himfelf 

- thaT^htn' AdV °- Ca "j 'hereupon roao’e anfwn, 

the ru ac ‘l lra . ,n ; td 'he prifoner, 'by a letiti 
pretty-eighth of June lad, that it «» 
th. ‘Right Honourable the Commander, n Cnicft 
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pleafure, that he fhorild be tried as foon a i mem- 
bers could be affembled for that purpofe. i 
Mr. Virtue then obferved ,to the court, that he 
had always declined appearing before any military 
court, being no military 'man; but fince they had 
forcibly brought him before them fo unprepared* 
he begged leave to rente a few minutes, which 
requeft on repetition was granted ; but before he 
■retired, he mentioned to the court, that Colonel 
:Sir Robert Barker was among the number' of wit- 
refies in the lift ; he gave to the 'Judge Advocate, 
from Chalcey Tomb, and’ was furpnzed to find 
him fitting to judge him — Mr. Virtue was filenced 
by the Judge Advocate, who informed him that 
Colonel Sir Robert Barker had that peculiar pri- 
vilege of being both witnefs and judge. ' 

"When Mr. Virtue returned ! to the bar of the 
icourt-martial, he protefted againft the authority 
and'iunfdiAion of the court, read the fame to the 
court, after which he laid the proteft down upon 
i the table. The court was then cleared, and after 
.debating upon it about half an hour, Mr. Virtue 
.waS again called in, and the prefident informed 
(him that the court had rejected his proteft, 'and 
every part thereof, and that they would imme- 
c diarely proceed to the examination of witnefles for 
• the king, which they accordingly did ; and after 
, completing the evidence in fupport of the charge 
agamft the prifbner, the court defired Mr. Virtue 
i to prepare himfelf for his defence againft eight 
f o’clock the next day. The court then adjourried 
/' then, and he was remanded back to prifon. 
r court on Wednefday the fixteenth met ac- 

j cording to adjournment^ and Mr. Virtue being 
[ brought 
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brought before them - by a guard as on the pre- 
ceding day, was defired to make his defence; 


'•'“‘“o ucurca to maKe nis acrence; 

whereupon he again offered his protefl, agairnl 
the iur.fdifHnn nf rh* n.nrr nn ^i. t0 |j 


- — _.- r .... uiicicu uii pruicu. agai 

the junfdiftion of the court,, and* was again tow 
that his protefl had been already rejected, and that 
the court (till did rejeft ir, and therefore uifhed 
him to make his defence; but Mr. Virtue refufed 
to plead before a court whole authority and jurif* 
dtdlion he never could acknowledge. The court 
finding Mr. Virtue firm in his refolution of not 
pleading, required the Judge Advocate to endeavour 
to. gee new evidence againft him, acknowledging 
that the charge againft Mr. Virtue had hitherto 
been but weakly fupported, by the depofitions 
already taken. They then adjourned till next day \ 
they met and adjourned from day to day, from the 
lixieenth of July to the twelfth of Auguft following, 
when they met, and Mr. Virtue was broughtagam 
e ore them as on the foregoing days ; the Judge 
Advocate being required to produce his frelh ev> 
dence^gajnft Mr. .Virtue, made anfwer that he 
could procuce no witnefs to prove that Mr. Virtue 
5fjj re ‘ V ? ) pa>r f or but that 

vlvf f r f 0ns rcad r t0 a »tft "pon oath, that Mr. 

“ had ’ m , th = Protefl: which he read to the, 
“•o«V-,e C u n0 ' Vlcdged ,hat hc received 62 
Tome /f mon . th of Ma f 1:1(1 > but there were, 
■°KL r„ ,‘1 mem bers who had honefty enough to 
' had uZ 3 P „ r0p0f ? 1 - and Glared, ritat J they 
cVerZar? ,7 ““"f r f J ' raed his faid proteft, and 
“'ey could not think of picking 
Zinft l,i P m n r p c rt of !t t0 bri "S i" evidence 
hfm the h”’- e'H’ the > r at tlle fame time refufed, 
tended to do' 
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locate (if he had no evidence to produce) to'clofe 
the profecution upon the evidence already given. 
Whereupon Captain Pearfon, the Judge Advocate, 
proceeded to fum v iip the evidence ; the manner in 
which he did it being fo lingular, we beg leave to 
>ive it at length in his own words. It gives a juft 
dea of the times of his Lordfhip’s government, 
ind what his dependants were capable of doing — • 
ive Ihall throw a few reflexions upon the manner 
)f the Judge Advocate’s fummoning up the evi- 
dence, arid will fltew that no fuch conclufion could 
juftly be drawn therefrom. 

The Judge Advocate then obferved to the 
court. 

1. That it had appeared by'the evidence of Co- 
lonel Smith, that the prifoner received his exprefs 
orders not to leave the camp without his permif- 
fion. That the prifoner had difobeyed thefc or- 
ders and deferred his charge, had appeared by the 
evidence of Lieutenant Colonel' Peach ; who, on 
the 9th of May in the morning, reported him to 
Colonel Smith, abfent from camp; and that in 
confequence of this report, orders had been iflued 
out to arreft him, which were produced in court. 
That the prifoqer hjmfelf had not thought proper 
to deny thofe faXs, but had protefted againft the 
'authority of the court, alledging that he was no 
officer in the fervice, ‘ and therefore not fubjeX to 
military laws. 

2. That the court, after having heard the pri- 
mer, read the laid proteft, rejeXed it, confider- 
ing the prifoner as fubjeX to their jurifdiXion. 

3. Thatjt had appeared that the prifoner, in his 
letter tq Colondl Smith of the 6th of May, agreed 

, to 
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to fcrve to the end. of the faid month, which is 
luffident.con tract for the fimicted time. 

4*. That he confidered himfelf as 3n "* 
bearing the rank of Lieutenant, had appeared bj 
his figning himfelf as fuch in a letter of the 7th ci 
May, addrefled to Colonel Smith, by the major 
part of the Korah detachment. 

5. I hat he was muflered as a Lieutenant in tit 
service, on the firfl of May, had appeared by the 
evidence of Mr, Cobham, commiflary. 

6. That his pay for May ha had been drawn 
by the commanding oficer of the battalion he be- 
longed to, m the cullomary manner of thefer- 
Harper 3ppeared b >' lhc evid ^nce of* Captain 


* k 7 -- 7 ™ tbe ? r,foner Mrafelf in his proteft had 

monTif d S > u C !i eCeiVed two rupees in the 
month of May, had appeared by the fa.d proteft. 

court tL 1 ,”? 8 ' AdTOCate further obferveS to the 
fa 'r-t'vo rupees has always been, and 
fanTrl tn ,h“r ” ary ^’ of a Lieutenant of la- 
thirty.. , C crv:cc , for ctery month containing 
Batta. fine a / Si r l ^ aC ad ot her allowances ot 
, Yfc JX ! y and occafional 

With the^Jr ! hac , m cal «.of the fame nature 
he has received 1 h* Wbtn . a .P riPon?:r acknowledges 

« fuffiuient evldcke d, , c™f. CUft0 ‘“ r) ' " admi ‘ it ’ 

P«!tcft. an n dc“„M cr S“ r LTf ed the , P'! to ’f 

thorifed to condemn nr r - d 'u? “ lc SC»y aU ' 
Advocate Concluded wither "'l J“ d f' 
crimes the nrifonrr ob , rerv i"g, that the 


crimes the prifoncr is °“ erv ‘. n g- ‘1™ > l,e 

clearly proved by r„ ffi crcntev!dfn«r th ’ h3d '*'* 


The 
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5 iTe court being cleared, and the prefidettt and 
nembers having taken into mature 'confi deration, 
he evidence , againft the prifoner ? they, were of 
opinion that he was guilty of the crimes laid to 
us charge, viz. difobedience of .Orders and defer- 
ion. The firft of which being a breach of the ift 
trade of the 5th ,fe£tion of the articles of 'war, 
;hcy have fentenced him, and he is ' hereby t fen- 
:enced to be, cifhiered with infamy, by having a 
word and efpontoon broke over his head, and a 
a(h cut in pieces before him, at the'head of all 
;he troops cantoohed at Banhipoor. , 

\Ve (hall not trouble the public with the particu- 
lars of what the vJitnefles depofed; ,the Judge Ad- 
vocate called on them to fupporrthe charge againft 
Mr. Virtue; we (hall confine ourfelves ^ entirely to 
his fummoning up the evidence, and charge to the 
court, which appears to have been 'done with all 
the acrimony of party, and in'folcnce of office. 
We (hall be very fuccinft in our obfervations, ’but 
that we may 'be properly underfiood, we >h five 
numbered the paragraphs. 

> 1 ft. It muft be noticed, that Mr. ’Virtue was- 
ordered into confinement at the inftance of Co- 
lonel Smith another evidence js therefore want- 
ing, to confirm what the colonel may advance, as 
proof againft Mr. Virtue. What Colonel Peach 
depofed wa*$ nothing againft Mr.Wirtue, { it was a 
natural eonfequence ; if he was not prefent he muft 
be abfint ; how is this made difobedience Of 
orders ; it cannot by the accufcr Colonel Smith 
telling him fo. 1 

It is a known faft, that Mr. Virtue left the de- 
tachment, and went off with all his things, dn pre- 
fence of both the colonels, who were m front of 

the 



the troops drawn up for roll-calling. Colonel 
Smith was in the houder of his elephant, and 
Lieutenant Colonel Peach on horfeback, who re- 
gained fome time, and looked at Mr. Virtue, 
with his fervants, who were between fifteen cr 
twenty in number. May not we now a fit Colonel 
Smith why he did not immediately fend for Mr. 
"Virtue, if he looked upon him as an officer, to 
know the caufeofthis, and enquire the reafonwh) 
he was not with his battalion upon the parade 
Why did not Colonel Smith, if he'thought Mr 
Virtue had deferted, fend a pofitive order tc 
Major Smith who commanded in Allahabad Fort, 
to tnake^ him a prifoner on his arrival there. All 
_that Major Smith did, was, that when Mr. Virtue 
fent him a letter, acquainting him of his arrival, 
and that he would do himfelf the pleafure of waiting 
on him to receive his commands at Calcutta— 1 
lent his adjutant to put him under an arreft, but on 
Mr. Virtue’s making anfwer that he could notobc) 
~ ,r ’ ^ ' V3S n0 officer, he received no mo* 

meflages from the major, though he remained 
lome dap , after at Allahabad ; though it appears 
that Major Smith was examined, the Judge Ad- 
* J has taken no notice in fummonmg up u 
cs. dence of what he fa.d. Why did not the cob 
nei when he fent an order to Mr. Sage, refident 
; : Banares, to fetze on Captain Parker, and 
kSi 3 P nfoncr » a,r ° fend him word to by 

: hold of Mr. Virtue w ho was hkewife there. And 
why did not Sir Robert Barker when -Mr. Virtue 
T *T by Lieuf enant Fullarton, im* 
n- c Y’ order him into confinement, without 
asking him the queftion, or if he confidered him* 

fclf 
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elf as in' the fetvice. ' It plainly appears by (his 
runner of a&ing; they endeavoured to draw Mr. 
fifcueinto 1 an error; by which they might take 
in advantage bf him ; but finding him too much 
ipon his guard, they \vcre determined at all events 
o confine him with the hopes of finding out, a 
:rime againft'him afterwards. ', , 1 a - 

If this was hot the cafe, why was’ he not' infor- 
med when made a prifoner, of the crime he was 
Tiiilty of. "The judge advocate acknowledges that 
Ire did not inform him, until the 2 3th of June, 1 and 
Mr. Virtue was made a'prHbner on the 7th.\‘ '* ’• 

' '2d, 3d, “4th, and 5th. Mr. Virtue's .writing a 
letter to colonel' Smith, telling him 'that' he* would, 
refign at the end, of the month, furcly could not 
be binding upon him,’ when the colOnel .afterwards 
told him in public ordfcrs,' ‘that he did not ^ defir o 
his fcrvices ; Mr. Virtue did on the 7th confider 
himfelf an officer, ’ (confequeritly mull: have, been 
muftere'd)butit was only 'until he knew from the 
colonel whether or not his offer of feivice was ho- 
.nourably accepted of * when he found that .riof. to 
.be the cafe, he infilled 'upon refigning* immedi- 
ately,' and did accordingly refignto Him' his com-' 
’million.- " ’ *'* ( ■*.' ' \ ' 

*. 6th .and- 7th. Mr/ Virtue’s pay being drawn m 
the cuftomary . manner,' 'does t by ' no*-- means ' sfiV £t 
.him; nor is it proof againft 'him in faring That 
he acknowledged to have received lixty^wo ru- 
pees in the' month of May by. his, prerift ; whsa 
' the proteft and every part of ifwas' rejr&d’.by the 
court.’ This is moft invidious and unfair. - - .* 
8th and 'gth; Though fixy-rr, o ru""~s hi* =** 
ways been, and now i.y the '* 

Vol. Ill, x ' * " W> 
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Iiftutenant : yet it was a faft alfo, that every lieu- 


tenant in the feapoys, which Mr. Virtue was a 
lieutenant of, has monthly allowance which ex« 
adtly correfponds with their pay, whether the 
month contains 28, 25, 30, or 3 1 days; how then 
could the judge-advocate determine whether it 
\yas this allowance or his pay Mr. Virtue men- 
tioned in his protefl ? Mr. Virtue did not ac- 
knowledge having received his pay, but to have 
received fixty-two rupees by his proreft. 

. ,ot h. We will leave to the impartial public to 
judge, how far the court, was right in rejetting 
Mr. Virtue's protefl and proceeding In the man- 
ner they did. We beg leave entirely to differ h 
opinion with the judge advocate for the crimes; 

Difooedience of orders and defertion are not h 
the fmalleft degree proved by any evidence which 
appears upon an examination of his own charge.” 

A very worthy member of that court-martial, 
lieutenant colonel Graham, who, was then a captain, 
has often been heard to fay, that he would give 
hve hundred guineas to be legally releafed from 
Ins oath of fecrecy. When the fentence of the 
court-martial was communicated to Mr. Virtue by 
the bngade major; it was accompanied by the fol- 
owing | etrer fwm h , mfelf . as ; t £ s ' ho f „ r . 

and f * VGr / .^ 0neft man w ho were on the fpof, 
ana ms friends in particular, I beg leave 10 infert 

tranfiL!.Vk' th “* fini * e concern, I 'muft be the 
of orders J V " ° fcdl °" eI Sir Robert Barker, 
o Wnre r"l ,UreIO )° u - How much fuch 
teS® rU T Ch 1 ™ n - as 1 k "cw you .0 

’ casme : 1 cm equally confcious how fenfi- 

bly 
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bly every friend feels for you. I could, though 
fui'h a fubjcft cannot fail to move with concern, to 
damp with melancholy every line, write much to 
try to comfort you in your fituation ! But 1 am for-' 
cetl abruptly, through uncahncfs, to break oftV 
with alluring you, &c. 

John Jones.” 

To fum up the abfurd and illegal proceedings of 
this court-Martial, more odious than thofe of the 
ftar-chAntber » their tncompetency is proved from 
the following cifcumftances of Mr. Virtue's cafe. 

He was called in the 1 6th of July, before the 
court martial, and dt fired the fecond time of his 
appearance, to mike out his defence ; on his de- 
nying the legality of the court, and protefting 
agamft it, the court adjourned for want of fuffici- 
ent evidence, and ddued the julge^advocate to 
endeavour to get new evidence. They adjourned 
from time to time until the 12th of Auguft, and 
then the judge-advocate informed the court that 
he cannot produce any witnefs to prove that Mr/ 
- Virtue received pay for the month of May, and 
yet in fumming up the evidence, , he would make 
11 appear that Mr. Virtue’s own proteft, which the* 
Court had refufed to admit, was good evidence a- 
gatnft him » becaufc (my- two rupees happened to 
be mentioned in it,* which he conftrued into pay, 
though they were no fuch words in the proteft, and 
becauTe a lieutenant’s pay is fixty-two- rupees when 
. the month confift of thirty-one days. 

This lawtefs com t, found upon the 12th of Au- 
guft, without having examined one witnefs, fuffi- 
cienc proofs to find Mr. Virtue guilty of the crime 

laid 
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laid to hts charge, and to dtfgnce him by a mol 
imquuou and degrading fcntrnce 
When Mr Venue armed in England, fc* 
brought an action a^atnft lor I Clive fjr falfe im 
prifonment, in full aflurarce oi receiving fomsfi* 
t isfatfl ion , though not ad-q late 10 the injury fit 
the cruel t-eatment 1 c had received but his lord 
fhip’s character had not ) ct been explored to th 
public, and hi* good fortune fupported, jet hn 
drooping trophies 

1 he 20,000 Mantras, v hom Colortel Smith had 
imagined ready to invade the ling’s domar , 
''vhich lay beyond our ally Sujah al Dovvlah'sdo 
minions, did fo infatuate the jury v ith an op*- 
nion or Mr Virtue’s guilt, for having refigred ho 
commifiion at the time of this ideal danger, th: 
they brought in a verdift for his lordflnp 

So uncertain law is, that what is reputed legal 
to day may be declared the contrary to morrow 
and a poor opprefled roan, v ho expefts from the 
hls , coun ^y ^redrefs for the injuries done 
almoft fare, after the ex 
n r f h J s > and ‘he tl.fguflful chicanery cf 

tin t P P i ad ‘"F- 10 nar ' e «•* a juft 

time fnr r b I°“E ht 3 " aftran at the to' 
b«tv anf? ft da,ln S x rotation of pc font! !i 
richer 7<?\ ° ft h “ ciufe » by the weight cf 

ntereft J Iadm1 ' h = ™ through th= 

fe v t h 'L fnends “ftored to the company’s 
cter L ? h P ro P c t Handing , Iron 

tn..t.ed by Ins Kb. fct^s^hdft t bo^hf/r 

' com- 
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:ommHfion to’ the fame aft of ju Rice an<j humani- 
:y, could they diveft themfclves of party connec- 
tions pufilanimous apprehenfions, and fhamcfuv 
prejudices. f < • ’ . 

Give r me leave, gentlemen of the direeftors to ad^ 
Irefs you on this important fubjeft, and to ,afic 
you fome queftions relative to the mod flagrant 
ifts of opprefiioa and fordid knavery committed^ 
by your chief fervants, for fifteen years paR:.. 

Have not your predeceffors in the direction z-; 
dopted the invariable maxim, to fide with the opu- 
lent, the tyranical and the rapacious, and to with- 
draw their protection from the injured, the opprek 
fed, and the guiitlefs ? 

Have they ever made an examplary puntthment 
of men in high -Ration, in civil or military capacity, 
who have been the inRigators of princes cruelly 
murdered and unjuftly depofed •, of the abettors of 
the mod nefarious deeds ; frauds, plunders and mo- 
nopolies; of men who have difgraced , the Britifh' 
name, and the company of merchants they repre- 
fent ; of villains who havediveRqd^amifhed, perfet- 
cuted and ruined nations and individuals, Indian and 
Britifh fubjefts? if fome have been fufpended for 
a time, they have been reftored to their former Na- 
tions or their command. .Have they cvcr.ef- 
poufed the caufe of their faithful inferior fervants, 
and gensroufly contributed to their fupport, when’ 
forced to feek for redrsfs, at an enormous expence 
in Weflmihftcr-hall ? Had they found in Leaden- 
hall-ftreet the ipftice and which. they 

ought to expeft and {o demand, government had 
never interfered in your interior admtRration, all 
the branches which were, corrupt and vicious, the 

records 
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records of parliament which I fhall open in l'* 4 
following numbers, exhibit fuch horrid fccresct 
wickednds and tnquity as will b- an indelible d f 
grace, upon fotne ot ) out prefidents, generals «rj 
their cmplojers 

The time is happily come that every attempt cf 
a chartered company to enflave their fellow tub 
jcdls will not pafs unpunithed, if the America? 
colonies are likely to withdraw their alJcgia"ie 
from the bed of fovereigns, for fome acts ot p* 
liaments calculated to check their mutinoLs ipi 
fit and refiratn their trade What hive jou to 
expeft from fovereigns and nations ? jou baie 
lu ft«. red to be reduced to the molt ignonimoi 
i afialage, and the moft into erable thraldon f on 
jour countrj men, whom jou have ungenerouflj 
forfa! en, in their complicated difafters md calairi 
tics Should the fame fpint of perfccution md r 
jufttcc, influence the council of Bengal, I hope there 
«s virtu- enough in fomc of j our ferv ants injured, 
to obtain redrds igainft ungrateful matters, m their 
ov n courage and refolution Your commerce W 
jour empire may be irretrievably lolt in thcco* 
vulfive pines of rage and dcfpur 

Having b-gan the colonels campaign Itch* 
croudv, it is not in our power to fupnort the irony 
to the conclufion 1 * 


1 he cotonel no longer able to 1 cep up the idea 
° i aratl1 trm invading the Korah province, 
anil th- nms fcitmg in, he thought prdper on the 
join of Mi) toaiJrcfihisIo'dfhip in the follow^ 


Mua ”V s lm,n r n 3 1c atioMier n arch to 
the IS.W. towards Guatlar, it leaves me at lil-rt/ 

W 
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:o adt without npprehenfion. By the 4th I ‘intend 
;o break up this camp and fend the troops with alt 
expedition to Allahabad.” 

'I his only and ever memorable Bengal cam* 
iiign of the colonel’s being now at an end, it re-' 
bains to d if pel the cloud of falfe rumours which 
carped the judgments of many, who were not ac- 
quainted with the circumftances and fecrec caufe for 
propigating thefe reports. We will even prove 
!hat the colonel himfelf was fenfible there was no 
juft caufe of apprehenfion of the Maratta’s inva- 
ding the company’s Ally’s dominions, or he was * 
unworthy of the ftation he held. “ , 

If the colonel really imagined the Marntta's 
were refolved to invade the Korah province, fhould 
he not rather have encamped the troops under his 
command on the banks of the Sumna, where they 
were luppofed to enter, inftead of the Ganges 
which left the enemy a fpace of fifty or lixty 
miles of country to devaft, before they could 
reach his encampment; and what end could an - 
Bver the throw mg up of lines? it was only putting 
the company to a great expence for no purpofe 
whatever j and they were even fo foolifhly ill con- 
trived, that had the enemy made their appear- 
ance, he muft have left them and gone into Suraja- 
poor, otherwife that city muft have been plundered 
in fight of his army ; but a ftronger reafon than 
this would have forced him to it ; he could noc 
hive fupphed his little army even with the com- 
mon necefiariesofjifc ; and he had fived his fhcep- 
prn, for tt cannot be called with propriety by 
any other name at fo great a diftance from the ri- 

' ver i 
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ver : that lie would have been obliged to quit it, 
merely for want of water. ' 1 

When thefecond brigade was ftaticnedat Allahi- 
Bad, it was Only until the Nabob Sujah al Dowla\ 
fhauld make good the fixth article of the treaty ef 
the 1 6th of Auguft, 1^65. The 10th article fays 
As foon as this treaty is executed, theEnghfli 
€t forces fliall be withdrawn from the dominion! 
*' of his highnefs, excepting fuch as may here* 
\\ cefra ry for the garnfon of Chunar, Or for thi 
defence and protection of the king in the city of 
Allahabad, if his majefty fhould require a force 
“ for that purpofe.” 

The company being in alliance with the em- 
perors of Hindoftan, and the nabob Suiah al 
.1 . treat J agreed to protert jhe 
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as a general -A faithful difmterefted fervant would 
only have atted m concert with Sujah al Dowlah 
when called on by that prince, and not topped 
forth the champion, to wato the blood and trea- 
fureof his employers to defend his dominions, when 
Sujah al Dowlah had an army fufhcient to oppofc 
them, laying ina&ive in the centre of his domini- 
ons. As tin officer, the colonel ought to have - 
marched with his four battalions to the banks of 
the Jumna, and there to have oppofed the Ma* 
ratta’s coming into the country, intoad of throw- 
ing up entrenchments at Surajpoor, the whole 
breadth of the Korah province, from the place 
the enemy were fuppofed to enter at. 

It was rumoured about that fifty thoufand 
French were encamped at Bologne ready to be 
tranfported to Haftings, and that this was the 
place, and no other they could land at. \Vhat 
ihould be done to an Englifh general, who intoad-" 
of marching to Haftings went and encamped his ( 
> 3 rmy at Liverpool, and befides put the nation to 
-twenty or thirty thoufand pounds expence for en- 
trenchments ? 

The colonel in his letter of the 30th of May to 
his lordffiip mentions, that the Maratta’s had made 
another march to the N. Wi towards Guallar : 
they did fo, but they were marching in their own 
country, making a little tower, as the colonel was 
doing, in the Korah province j they were even 
beyond the mountain which lay about thirty or 
factv oife Csuth Kalptt. Before ibe ccAonvl 
made fuch an uproar, he ought'to have allowed 
the poor Maratta’s to have been out of their own 
country, and to the northward of thefe mountains, 
Vol. Ilf. U march- 
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marching in full gallop E. N. E- and then eta! 
then Sujah al DoWlah ihould have been prefent. 

Colonel Smith has the honour of being the firft 
Britifh commander who ever entrenched himfclf 
from a few Maratta horfe ; there was never a 
fubaltern in his detachment but would have beat 
them with half the troops he had under his com* 
mand. Why did he not call m the afiiftance of 
the reft of his Brigades from Allahabad, if he was 
afraid to face them in the field rather than thftlw 
op entrenchments, when two-thirds of his brigades 
were laying mattive at Allahabad. 

Colonel Richard Smith having obtained thecoir- 
mnd of the a?my at Allahabad, and w ith, that the 
diredtion of the king Shah Allum, had an extenfive 
field open to him,m which hefoon difplayed his abi- 
lities, not only as a great general, but as a confuro* 
mate ^politician, farmer, financier and merchant. 
He took into his fervice one Kellaram who had 
a ^ ervant °f .Setabroy, afteru ards rtiade nabob 
of Parna, in whofe name he took from the king 
* grant of the fubahlhip of Allahabad, which for 
near three years he held at the rate of feven lack 
per annum, and thereby made an immenfe annual 
proftt. He alfo obtained from Suiahal Dowbh,a 
grant of exclufivcly malting all the faltpetre pro- 
«nf. e Tn, m *5? P rince ’ s dominions in the name of 
Sniftii be§ ‘ , In the name of the ofienfible 
. ^ooeeral Dovvlah, he procured the pay- 
h t r i C ?? ac ^ s flowed yearly by the com- 
tAm kl 5 S, v and in the name of one Vincv 
a mrAw? C ^ ar ? S ba - nyan t0 Sir Robert Birker, he 
SnmSvT 1 th u mmt at AIIah ^ad, while he fh 
tioned his brother captain John Smith at Banaras, 
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vho hkewjfe held the mint ft that city m the name 
of his ban) an Calichum The ufe of thefe mints 
was extremely convenient, for when mere was too 
much bofinefs at Allahabad, the colonel ufed to 
confign his treafure to hts brother at Baoaras, where, 
and at Allahabad the rupees fent up from Bahar,as 
well for the payment of the king’s fhpend as for 
the pajment of the troops, were fueared into vi- 
piery rupees, and ifllted at a rate which yielded a 
profit of eighteen per cent to the concerned 

1 his bufinels u as too profitable to be eafily aban- 
doned, and therefore under a pretence that Spjah 
pi Doivlah had encrcafed his army with hoftile in- 
tentions the company’s troops confiding of nine 
battalions of feapoy s, one regiment and two batta- 
lions of Europeans, with r* o companies of artil- 
lery and three troop of ca,alry were detained at 
Allahabad, upon double batta But the poor Jung 
w as not left to the management of his o\\ n officers, 
for when they \ anted their accounts to be fettled, 
they conftantly applied to our colonel, who foC 
prefentipg an arzec to the king, and getting hup 
to fign it for the patting of an account of fifty 
lacks, is faid to have received fix lacks as a re- 
ward from Ivlonccr al Dp^vlah, who on account of 
the obftru&ions he met with m his bufinefs, has 
been kno\ n on this oenfion tq have faid to an 
XngUfb gentleman, 

bleyne lanuarko, bhooka ckhhkerke, tookrah 
phenl dea hong . 

V I faw tV animal was hungry , and I threw him 
« a moiM” 


The 



The mifunderflanding with Sujah al Dowlah 
was fomented until the poor governor of Calcutta 
was frightened or cajoled to confent in November 
1768, to a deputation of our colonel with Mr. 
John Carder and Mr. Claud Ruflel, which coft 
the company four laclcs of rupees, and on which 
Smith and Ruffe! obtained very confidcrable pre- 
fents from Sujah Dowlah. 

By thefe means our colonel foon encreafcd his 
mite, and returned to his native country, where 
his wealth enabled him to corrupt the Englifh bur- 
gefles of Hindon, but he found viftue enough 
in the Britifh fenate, to deprive him, of a feat ac- 
quired by notorious bribery gnd the inglorious arts 
of his defpicable agents. 

^ As the nation called aloud for a parliamentary 
inquiry, in regard to the tranfaftions of the Eaft 
India company’s fervants, on w^ich the noble lord 
invefled with the fupreme civil and military com- 
mand in Bengal had hadfo powerful an influence, 
we (hall have the fatisfaftion of exhibiting to the 
public thefe rapacious and tyrannical culprits, fe* 
\rral of w hich were members of the legiflature, 
that they could neither biafs nor corrupt, by their 
ill-gotten riches in their true colours at the bar of 
the fe left and fecret committees of this auguft af* 
lembly. ]f their iniquitous deeds have pafled un- 

C!? 1 • namcs W,JI Hand upon record no- 
ted with difgrace qnd infamy. 


Narra- 
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Narrative of the defection of the officers of tha 
army m BengM in the year 1766, taken from 
the report of the committee of fecrecy appoint* 
ed by the Houfe of Commons to enquire into 
the ftate of the Eaft India company^ 

The mutinous defe&ion of the officers of the ar- 
my in Bengal, in the year 1 766, is an event fcarce- 
jy to be paralleled in the hiftory,of any age or 
country. In order to give as diftindt an account 
as poffible of fo confufed a feene, it may be ne^- 
ceflary ■ to explain the circumftance which is al- 
ledged to have given rife to the combination, al- 
though the eye of an impartial obferver on the fpot 
could not fail to difeover, that the licentious dif** 
pofmon of the company’s civil fervants not only 
'coincided with, but a£tua% inie&ed the military 
branch. « 1 

It Is many years fince the Eaft India company, 
in confide ration of the extraordinary expences and 
inconveniencleS unavoidably incurred ( the cam- 
paigns in that country, indulged the officers in 
thetr fervice with 3 certain allowance per diem, ex- , 
cluftve of their pay ; this allowance originally 
went and (till goes by the name of Batta,” oc 
field expences. 

When the Englifh forces took the field, incon- 
jun&ion with the nabob Jaffier Ally Cawn, afcec 
the battle of Plafiey, our military expences were, 
agreeably to treaty, defrayed by bis excellency 
who likewife thought proper to encreafc the emo- 
luments of the officers, by granting them a dou- 
ble allowance, which of courfe obtained the name 

of 
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pf f( double Batta;” and lord Clive at that time, 
fn order that the gentlemen Ihould not too confi 
dently depend upon the continuance of this new 
bounty, reprefenced to them, that it was merflyj 
temporary indulgence of the nabob, an indulgence 
not enjoyed by our officers in any other part cf 
India, and could only continue to thofc in Bengal 
during his excellency’s pleafure. The cxpence of 
this double batta however, though firfl: introduced 
•and paid by Jaffier Ally Caw n, -was, iniprocefsof 
time, thrown upon the company ; who, umiii-’ 
ling to adopt itich an expenfive precedent, not 
vithftanding the revenues of feveral diftri&of 
lands had been affigned over by the nabob to the 
■company for defray ing the charges of the army, 
-repeatedly iflued ’orders, in the moll: pofirtvc 
"terms, that it ffiould be aboliffied , but the iitu- 
-tionof their military and political affinrs in Ben- 
gal, was fo frequently critical, and the fupenor 
Servants m the civil branch fo averfe, perhaps 
through want of refolution, to abridge the officers 
o any emolument; that l a remonftrance from the 
army never failed to convince the go\ ernor ard 
' t ? f the lm P r °P ri «y of ffich a refolution 
,r be r remCmberedj that thc accomplilhing 

T, ° nC 0f th ' P r >nopal points of re- 
preflodupon lord dive m the year r 764, 

‘-Tors cf t n , r *, qV l a i a oourc of prbpr.e- 
a'-ceDt Inr/ Ia ~ft uc b> die'was prevailed upon 10 
With refolnt; I” 0 '', 1 j' government of Bengal, 
mrfiled Iflnm Ve d,1 i»«n-eaednefs he fteadtly 
Ifu h metres a r '"’“a °/ hE ™*al at Calculi/, 
be LTat nTTf "Tt- bcft onleolated to efta 
the treat parpofes of h, s appointment , and the 

trjmi 
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hnquility of tiio covintiv being the nectffary 
pound work of alt other permanent regulations; 
le concluded as foon as pofflble, a general peace 
hroiighout the pro\ inces, upon terms both ho-» 
tourablc and advantageous tcf the company. 

The war being ended, it was judged proper to 
1 ithdraw our forces from the dominions ot our new 
Mly, Sujih Dowlah, ahd to quartet them at fuch 
daces, and in fuch chvifions, as would not only 
?c moft conducive to the health of the foldiers, 
out mod convenient for furmfhing detachments* 
nhich from time to time, might be required to 
aftift in the colle&ion of the revenues, or to march 
upon other accidental fen ices The uhole^army 
Was regimented, dgTeeably to the plan propofedby 
lord Clive, and approved of by the company, be-* 
fore his lordlhip embarked for India It was alfo 
divided into three brigades* each brigade confift- 
ing of one regiment of European infantry, one 
company of artillery, fi~ battalions of feipoys (or 
black infantry) and one troop of black cavalry, 
with field officers m proportion 

The firft brigade was ordered to gdrrifon Mon- 
,ghyr (300 miles from Calcutta) under the com- 
mand of lieutenant colonel SirRobert Fletcher, m 
1 the abfenceof brigadier general Carnac, who had 
been tailed down to the precedency , to tala his 
feat at the feleft committee, of w hich the court of 
directors had appointed him a member The 
thud brigade, commanded by mlanrJ ivy JBiib*.rr 
Baker, was cantoned at Bankipore near .Patna, 
about too miles beyond Monghyr, and the fe- 
cond brigade, commanded by colonel Smith, was 

Rationed 
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Rationed at Allahabad, 200 miles beyond Patna, 
by the earned defire of the king and Sujah al 
Dowlah, in order to lecure them againft the inva- 
fionof the Moratta’s, until they fhould have ftfi- 
ciently. recruited their own army, which the length 
of-the lace war had almoft entirely deftroyed. 

■ The reftoration of peace and public tranquility, 
together with the eftablifhment of a more perfect 
fyftem of military difcipline and fubordinatioa 
than could have been effected before the regi- 
menting of the troops, afforded a favourable op- 
portunity for carrying into execution the com- 
pany’s inftrudtions relative to the reduction of & 
batta. 

. Orders were accordingly iffued by the felcd 
committee to the following effect, viz. That on 
the lft of January, 1766, the double bstti 
fhould ceafe, excepting with the fecond brigade* 
which, on account of the high, price of proriii 
ons at Allahabad, and the cxpence of procuring 
the neceftary Europeans articles at fo great a di* 
ftance from the prcfidency, were to be allow cd 
the double' batta in the field, and the old original 
fingle batta in cantonments, or in garrifon, untill 
they fhould be recalled within the provinces ; f° r 
'the fame reafons half fingle battas was to be coo- 
tinuedto the troops at Patna and Monghyr; but 
the reft of the army, not engaged in actual fef’ 
vice, we mean, the detachments at the prefidency* 
ct fubordinate factories, and Coromandel, that is 
t0 " crc t0 have no batta at all. 

The officers had been too fuccefsful in their 
rcmonftranccs againft former orders of the If 
nature, to omit prefering them upon this occa- 

fio* 



fxirii The pofutve orders of the company were* 
however, urged Ito, diem .in. reply nor cM lord' 
Clive .and the felcrf .committee flatter them with 
any r hopes that the indulgence ‘of '.double .batia 
would be. prolonged beyond rhe . time limited : 
the itdudW accordingly took , place oo the firlt 
day of the new year; 'the gentlemen of the army^ 
dviih whatever rclu&ance, thought proper for the 
prefent to acquiefce •/ and all bomplaint feemed to 
have entirely fubdded.' , But this was only an ap-, 
pearaticeof fubmlflion i private meetings and ean- 
fultations, were Held upon the fubjedt in each bri- 
gade ; fecret‘co*mmi trees we're formed under the 
denomination of free-mafons lodges, and'mcans'of 
obtaining redrefs deviled, !whicn feemed to have 
ho otHe'r at tei native" than a mutiny of the whole ar- 
my, confifting of kdjbdd ’ men; and/ in confe- 
quence, the extirpation' of the" Englith company 
in' Bengal*. They Had no', idea, ■ perhaps*,' that 
'things could come to fuch’ extremities-; • their mca- 
fiires were calculated merely' for' compelling the 
sTd mini fl ration ro‘ a ’renewal of the. battap.by a ge- 
neral relignation cf,their commifllonSj .without re-, 
garding’the probable' cdnfeqhcnces j'm.themfelves,' 
or to the public ; and uhanimif^V'th'ey doubted 
hot,, would enfure, fucccfs. This alarming com- 
,,binatioh was originally planned in December 1765, 
or. January ,1766, at.Monghyr, and from'- thence 
propofed to' the. captains and fubaherns of, the fc- 
corn! and third brigades. _The firft letter that ap- 
P”, r . s W have Been -written, was to tlie officers in 
garrifoti at Allahabad, who immediately Had- a 
ywt tying to debate the , matter • at this meeting a 
, letter was alfo produced frpm the third , brigade \ 
. Vo i. III. '• . X*. 'bur 
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b'ut before they determined upon an anfwer to ti 
ther, they wrote to attachment of their own bti- 
gade, encamped at Korah ; who confidering them- 
felves .upon actual fervice, replied. That they 
could nq^in honour immediately join in the defec- 
tion ; but that, after the expiration of their pre- 
lent fervice, they would not continue to holdtheil 
commiflions to the prejudice of thofe gentlemen 
w ho mould refign b 

. Tiie ° ffice / s of the fartie Corps at Allahabid, be- 
ing on duty m a frontier garrifon, concluded they 
were as much upon aCtual fervice as thofe employ- 
C r P • e and therefore concurred with the 
refolution of the Korah detachment. Such wastfo 
purport of the anfwer fent ro the third brigade, 
wit a requeft that it might be communicated to 
by them to the firft. This ftate of neutrality, 
however, was not long preferved : the fehtiment* 
?/ hono “ r * he fifeond brigade foon gave way to 
i n |?.? atlon » as if the number of afters 
^ JU t ftt ? ed . the aaion i and thefe gentle* 
* h „, ‘\‘ h = beginning were reftrained by ion* 
S “ ° f Py n,:, P Ie . ■" "he end as outrageous, 
Sfr >'"gths than either of the 

•ii"a'nni;S :lde - a , c ? mmi " Se of correfpondence 

letters^thar J , Wl!l IuP authority to anfwer sb 
to aeree tn '^ U S? me rDm their affociatcs, ar,J 
£ if «« « to ptopofo, fuch meafutes 

'commlnfoas oV hmk P ropcr - Ncar l4v0 h ' ,,ld^K, 

fhort time coIwfj U < ln j 3nd Pu btdtefns wire in * 
tS™a„« in?' d ’ and lod S' d *> the handset 
delivered tart,. < i U3r! "-"'a(fers, in order to be 
Delivered to the commanding officers of the ref- 
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ncftive brigades, ‘on the fir ft of June, which was- 
the day fixed upon for the general refignarion; 
though, to give a colour of moderation to v thet£ 
proceedings, they determined to make’ an offer 
of their Cervices as .volunteers till the 15th of the 
time month, by which, time th$y imagined a final' 
anfwer might be obtained from lord Clive, or the 
/cleft committee, in their .favour. 

All officers upon detached parties, of whom . 
there Were a confiderable number, in various and 
difUnt parts of the country, were written to by 
their particular friends, or in the name of the 
brigade to v. hich they belonged, ezrjneftly pjeffing 
them to 'enter into the combination, ,nnd not to di- 
vulge the affair. With regard toihofe who were 
picfcnt doing duty with their refpeftiye brigades, 
they bound themfelves by a folemn oath to fecrecy, 
and kept it fo firiftiy, that even the field officers 
upon the fpot enteriamed not the jeaft ftifpicion of 
what was going forward ; they were liken ife fwora 
to prefetve, even at the hazard of their own lives, 
the life of any officer whom the rigour of the 
court-martial might condemn to death. But in 
order as far as pofiible, to avoid incurring the pe- 
nalties of mutiny and defertion, they determined 
*0 refufe their ufual advance of pay for the month 
of June 

M an expedient to prevent any recantation in 
ihis confpiracy, each officer bound himfelf in a 
penalty bond of five hundred pounds not tace- 
acccpt Hs commiffion, if offered, except upon 
condition of having the allowance of double batra 
reuored : and, to obviate the misfortune of Lord. 
Lhve s proving fo refolute as to reieft their dr- 
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tnandsj a fubfcription was raifed among them- 
lelves, each fubfcribmg in proportion to Ins ranki 
befidcs which, a confiderable fum is faid to haw 
been contributed pm ately by gentlemen in th 
civil Venice, in aid of the military caufe. There 
monies, together with fuch forfeitures of the five 
hundred pounds penalty above mentioned as might 
be incurred and levied, were to eflabliih a fund 
for the irfaintalnance of thofc who flood in need 
of it, in cafe all the commiflions ihould be at 


cepted, or of thofe who might be pointed out as 
principals, and difmiflcd the ferv ice, even though 
the army in general ihould be requefled to relume 
their commiflions, and the double batta be re-cfb* 
bliihed upon its former footing, by the fame 
means the expenccs of their voyage to Europe 
were to be defrayed, and commifflons of equal 
rank purchafed in the king*? regiments ; to which 
they never fuppofed their mode of relinquiflnrg 
the company’s ferv ice would prove the lead £>h- 
ftruftion. The plot was thus ripening, when a 
circumftancc occurred, which could not but in 
fpire them with additional hopes of fuccefs, fincc 
it feemed to prognofticate for the fervice of at 
lealt one entire brigade, about the very fame time 
nxed upon for the general refignation. The cir- 
cumftance alluded to, was the fudden approach 
of between fifty and fixty thoufand Morattocs to 
war s the frontiers of Korab, about one hundred 
and fixty miles from Allahabad at all events, 
however, it was judged expedient, that Oolond 
5 ”! 1 ’* "£ h thc "hole of the fecond brigade 
p the European regiment, which it was not 
thought proper to nfque ,11 the field during the 
' exceffi'* 
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:xccffivc heats of April and May, and which there? 
fore was left to dogarrifon duty at Allahabad) fhould 
take poft at Scragepote, where he was accordingly 
ardtredto encamp, and obferve the motions of 
the fufpe&ed army. 

Such was the fituation of affairs in March 1766, 
ivhcn Lord Clive and General Camnc fet out 
!rom Calcutta, in order to regulate, with Mr. 
5 ykcs, (refident at the nabob’s court) the col- 
lections of the revenue, at Muxadavid and Patna, 
for the year enfuing; to receive from Sujah Dow- 
lah the balance due of the fifty lacks of rupees 
(fix hundred thoufand poundsj flipulatcd by 
treaty in Augufi; 1765 ; and to hold a congrefs 
with thofc princes of the empire who were defirous 
of forming alliances to prefctvc thcmfelves and 
the company from the incurfions of the Mo- 
rattoes. 

Lord Clive arrived early in April 1766, ,at 
Muxadavid, and was now adjufting the flate of 
the revenues of Bengal, which was to compleat 
his bufinefs at the city, when he received a letter 
dated the 19th of that month, from Mr. Verelft, 
a gentleman in council at Calcutta, inclofing a 
runonftrancc from the officers of the 'third bri- 
gade, relative to the reduction of the batta ; rc- 
■prefunting in very exaggerated terms the high 
price of provifions, neccllaries. See. and requeit- 
ing that the late double allowance might be con- 
tinued. The board thought proper to defer fend- 
mg an anfwer to this until they could obtain Lord 
Clives fcwinu'nts thereupon. He, without de- 
** v > c ^ mnvUmt tatcd his opinion to Mr. Verclil, 
that the runonilrance, if jt had not been trani- 
’ mitted 
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ttiiccd through the commanding officer; nor ,* 
cornpanicd with a letter to the governor and nun. 
cil fhould be fent to colonel Sir Robert Barker 
tor his information, acquainting him at the fjijit 
time, that the board did not intend to take art 
Pther cognizance of a paper fo irregularis- brought 
. , bc f orc th ™-. But, left it might have been reL 
ar y tranfmitted, Lord Clisc propofed in that 
.cafe, tljat ananftver ftould be fent, fimilar to that 
already gu-en to the like remonftrances, which 
had been made when the orders for llrihing of 
the batta were iflbed. With this addition, hov 
1 P) 51 “ wa , s ohfetsed, the paper nas fill, 
hoe. b |T r ? mll,<! ! ltcnan,s of,1 ' e feapoy batta- 
runrVnJ°j !aV ' e * n extra allowance of two 
ba?m rfrn d,C ”>.; vh, , ch - with 'lieir payand (ingle 
form fe lmtln e ln th = whole to two hundred and 
linol n ™ pC ' Sj 0r thirt P Pounds fifteen ft.!- 
cofld n„r * W0 'P encc Earthing ftcrling per month) 
fouldnot be deemed an uncomfortable fubSIt 

kuroDean^a ?• oP tbc . P>' cc of provifions and 
fdeertained, yet" S°n«h b ' 

mart tl r ma ^ not irT »proper to re- 
Sl tha^n r^ for T rare much cheaper in Ben, 
f l e batta mt *n C ? a ^i Coromandel, where dou- 
dearer onlv • ncver bn . own > 'hat the latter are 
’ of diftance |, r .. PrQ P° C a° n t0 the fmail difference 
gritam ■ - and S ,hofe tw ° Pl®» »nd Great 
peffar.es from Calc^T" 0 ' of tranfporting ne- 

eannot be fo great as on th o a rV° f ’ 
becaufe the ° n c <>aft of Coromanach 

viSblc ve s ',,™ 1 '"^; 1 ' ntcr fcdfed with na- 
s.gauie riyers. Luxury indeed is boundlefi; and 

hence 
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Hence anfe the imaginary wants, and the real ' 
diflrcfles, of officers" on the Bengal eftablifh-J 
ment. , * 

The diftribntion of pay and allowances will 
<Tive a juft idea of the advantages afccruing to 
military gentlemen in the fen ice of the Enghfh 
'fcompany m that part ’of India j advantages mtfch 
'gfeatcr, it is prefumed, than thofe of any other 
forces in any other part of the world < Hitherto 
* no fufpicion had arifen of the intended refignatioo, 

? 4 s even this lafl remonftrahee" was perfectly filent 
f on that head. x 

* It was not till the 28th of the fame month 
(April) late in the evening, that Lord Clive re- 
ceived any advices whatfoever of the mutinous 
refolution that had been feveral months in agita- 
tion 5 and it is to be obferved, that the -firu in- 
formation 'came from lieutenant-colonel Sir Ro- 
bert Fletcher, who in a letter, dated Mongh) r, 
25th of April, acquainted his lordfhip, that the 
officers of the firft brigade refolded on another 
attempt for the recovery of the batta ; that their 
cornmiffions were to be fent to him at the end of 
the month, together with a letter, informing 
him, that they would not draw any pay for the 
month of May, but would continue to ferve till 
the^ affair fhould be finally determined for of 
againft them. To give a farther infight info the ^ 
matter, he inclofed a letter he 'had the day be- * 
fore received from Sir Robert barker, together 
with a copy of his anfwer. In * the above-men- 
tioned letter from Sir Robert Barker to Sir Robert 
Fletcher, is mentioned a quarrel between two 
1 oncers at Baftkipore j their names were Duff and 

Davis ; 
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Davis i the former a captain, the latter an enfignj 
in the third brigade. t 

At: a general court-martial that had been heM 
upon one of thefe gentlemen, in confequcnce of 
the fitting fire to the quarters, it appeared, that 
the difpute arofe from Enfign Davis’s refufing to 
give up his commiflion to Captain Duff, \vho 
would have forced it from him. Sir Robert Bar- 
ker, upon examining into the rcafori of fo ftrange 
a tranfaftion, to his great furprife* became ac- 
quainted with the combination which had been 
formed in the third brigade, during his abfcnce 
on an expedition to Bettoa. This premature dif- 
covery very much difconccrted the officers, as the 
ift of June had been fi\ed upon for the genera! 
refignation ; and it was not propofed, that theit 
intentions fhould tranfplre before that day. h 
now however, became neceflary for them to 
make fome alteration in their plan, in order that 
Lord Clive, and the feledjt committee* fhould not 
have time to counter-a£t and defeat it. Thefirft 
and third brigade accordingly refolved to refign 
on the i ft of May; but the fecond brigade, be- 
ing at fo great abidance, could not receive in* 
formation of this change of meafures early chough 
to refign on the fame day, though the mutinous 
fpirit broke out in camp within a week after. . « 
The fucceeding day's port to that which 
brought the intelligence from Sir Robert Fletcher 
to Lord Clive, brought a letter, dated from the 
camp, at Carah, the 1 5th of April, figned full 
batta, to an officer of the fecond brigade, who 
had attended his lordfhip from Calcutta, and was 
then with him atMutjyl, The contents of this 

■verj 
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^cry extraordinary letter was immediately catti-* 
mumcated to Lord ClHfej who was now fully 
convinced that the combination was geheral; 
though he judged it was not likely that fo con ft- 
Arable a number of thinking men ihould long 
ontmue unanimous in a caufe, riot onl> highly 
ritmnal in itfelf, but which, upon failure of 
uccefs, would involve many of them m inevitable* 
uin. Some few there might be to whom com- 
ortablc fortunes, already acquired m the fen ice, ■ 
night render the refignation of their commiffions 
i matter of indifference j but many, on the con- 1 
nr), he knew thcife w ere, whofe circumftances/ 
vhofc youth, or whofe extravagance^ - could not 
>car that they Ihould voluntanb deprive them-' 
elves of the only means of prefent fubfiftence,* 
ndta alfo cut off from every profpedl of obtain- 
ng a happy independenev. How far indeed the 
cfolution of men made defperate by difappo'mt- 
nent and impending ruin might be carried, could 
lot eafily be determined ; the troops might fol- 
ow their example, and a general mutiny enfue. ‘ 
armed *orce from the coaft, or £ from England, 
<*ould in that cafe, perhaps, have been the only* 
emedylcft; on the contrary, to grant a.>requcft/ 
cmanded, as it were, fword m hand, wouicLhave 
•ecn a condecenGon, not only repugnant to the * 
hara&er he had hitherto fupported, and fubver-' 
iv e of his authority as governor arid commander 
n chief, but might have beer^ attended with -the 
uirft of evils : for when threats in this inftancc 
hould have been found fuccefsful,' fubordination. 
nd difeiphne would have been openly difav owed, . 
Icmands of a more exorbitant and fenous nature 
Vol. III. Y might 
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might have followed; the civil government mig!s{ 
&t length have been totally overthrown by the mi* 
litary, and the very exigence of the company id 
B engal deftroyed. Submiffion, therefore, oa th: 
part of Lord Clive, would not bear a moment’! 
deliberation. He had a few officers in his fmte 
whom he could depend upon ; a few others, h; 
concluded, might be had from Calcutta, nndtk 
out factories ; and fomc of the free merchants 
would, it wns^ imagined, in cafe of neceffity, ac- 
cept of commiffions. He determined likewife to 
leave the city as foon as the important bufinefs ht 
was tranfadling would permit, and to endeavour 
to reach Monghyr before the 1 5th of Ma) r . By 
tnefe means, he was in no doubt of being able tj 
retain command over the foldiers, till a corps of 

St Gcor OU d 3rr5Ve fr ° m th >° P rel * dcnc >’ of Fort 
Lord Clive, General Carnac, and Mr. Sjks, 
orming a committee, met in confutation on the 
°i th u 29thj and de ^rmining r that the 
S: 1 A-r 0 * 1 *? Z m y ou B ht not to be complied 
CU t0 tf » C C0UnC »^ at0ll “ 

ouaTnt ^? nffthcywould » without delay, «c- 

SL 'f S r ern 2 ent Madrafs with the dif- 
ordc s to L ^ ° fficerS ' and P«6 them to iff«c 
cTuS „ n(r l 5 i many ca P tain s and fubalterns, as 
on theco-ift ^ ared ^ FOm immediate fence 
cadets Si ^ Coroln ™?« » and likewife to hch 
,o“& i th f ,S 33 jnightl>e thought-qualiftd 
“efc tocXw’ % h °‘, a in' rod.- 

The committee Ben g^i on the Ihortett notice, 
dugeefted bv the ^ u ? animoU3 in the metftnc 

nggetted by the committee ; and on the id of 
' ’ Ma)> 
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MayJ* fent off their, difpatch ,‘to' Fort , St. George. . 
General GaittaVd "was at this 'time , gone .to., the 
horthward'to accommodate^, either. by negociatjoa 
Ob force. of arms) the difputes between tnc nabob , 
of Arcot and'/th'e SubaK of .the Decan ; 'and. as’H 
rmghf be necefiary.foqthe governor and.coyncU a£ 
Madrafs to have ms opinion) -How far the xequeft 
from' Bengal could be complied , Mr.yV erelft' 
trVnfmijffedl to .the general a copy. ^f. the* lafcmen^ 
tionetfleiter, which, proved- the means pif expedi- 
ting the preparations for the Xupply .required.^.., 
i : ' Lord Ciive.' ih'tKe.'mean time, wrote ,to. colonel 
Smith, Sir Robert Barker, and SirRoher.t Fletcher, 
upon the' fubjeeff df Vth'e 'affociation, inddfmg to 
each a'copy.of the letter written by the committee - 
to’ ihe council) that .they might, have full informal 
tion of the meafures' that were intended- to take • 
place at the fame , time, giving them^authority/to 
m’ake public' His'/eptimehts ,'if they ‘v/eredikely. to . 
haye^any good effeft'. . r b ([ ; 

' Frqrt'i this , time to ' life, fecoocj ,of Majq, no ; far-' 
ther infelugence was i;eqeived/^The filence" of cq- # 

: lbhfei Smith andSir Robert Barker,, gave his >lord-.‘ 
fhip fpme hopes; as he’ expreffed'.himfeVf that day* 

. in a letter to Mr.'Verelft; “ That the officers had 
; mutually deliberated upon their Scheme,' and found 

* it not,very conveniendy. practicable';’’ ■, adding,- • «.«. 

( dan hardly) think', that feeing us fteady in our rdb- 
1 lutiphv, they will venture to brave the ; cdnfcqucn^ 

* £ cs -. .T hc fitmriefs with which, we have hitherto^ 
i fupported our civil regulations^, ,mu(t Heave 7 them 
d xvithout a profpea .of remifThefs ih-thofe of the .mi- ' 

* litarvi' 1 ' : 1 
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A feu -hours, however, brought him a btt« 
from Sir Robert Barkbr, dated the 27th of April, 
which convinced him, that the thi^d brigade vis 
as unanimous as the firft , in his anfwer he directed 
Sir Robert Barker, to find out, if poffible, the 
perfon in whole hands the commiffions were depo- 
sed , to put m arreft thofe officers whofe condift 
could come Under the conftrudbon of mutiny, and 
to detdinjthem jirifohers at Bankipore, rill a ge 
neral court martial of field officers could fie fum 
moned,, lince a trial by their comrades wodd 
hav&djeen very lfieffedhial, and it w as too evident 
that urrlefs^the fevertty of martial law were exerted 
to pumfff the pnnicpal inftigators of this combi 
nation, there would foon be an end of difciphre 
in the army, and of authority m the Raft India 
Company oVer all* their ferv ants 

The like inftrudtions were at the fame time lent 
to colonel Smith, and to Sir Robert Flefcher h 
the poftfcnpt ofrhefe letters is mentioned a letter 
figned firft brigade It was addreffed to captain 
Fred Smith, and Thomas Pearfon, the one Aid 
fle ^amp, the other fecretary to general Carnac, 
and the contents as follows . 

“ Gentlemen, 

hllc VC Z C r'r' a 'r nform yo* 1 . ‘I>« all the officers 
at ’ " nrl i° r Pa,n:1 and Allahabad, (except 
etScMk^ P'raps to power too) hat e refolved 
'? e ferv ' c = 'he firfl da; of May next, on 
Aoaoft ‘ s reft ° red <» " hr>t } tt was l July and 
w.thu ,„ 7 lVr dr o‘ 3ucft that y°u w, 11 concur 
* “* m reM "S '0 fervo but upon thofe terms 

rrU.e 
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This is no hafty ill corfdu&ed'Tchems, but tho 
fettkJ refolution of the three brigades, who are, 
to a man, refolved to lend every officer to evcr- 
lalling Coventry, who tefufes to join in a caufe fo 
juil arid honourable. We therefore beg, that you 
‘will, immediately upon receipt of this, tranfmit 
'your fentiments to fame of your friends here, who' 
may communicate them to us. We further beg, 
that you wiU confider maturely on this fubjecl:, be- 
fore you come to any refolution ; for depend upom 
it, we are determined to go through with it, at the 
rifque of life, fortune,* friends, and every thing 
that is dear and facred. » 

The gentlemen at Moradbaug may be able to 
inform you of material circumfhnces. Till we 
have your anfwer, we are truly and'fincercly, 

Monghyr, •* Your friends, 

«7 April 17 66. * r the firft brigade.” v 

t ' i 

The gentlemen at Moradbaug, mentioned in 
this better, belonged to a considerable detachment 
doing duty at the city. They were all at, this* 
time deeply concerned in the ’combination ; but 
lord Clive being upon Ihe fpot, made them fenfi- 
ble of their folly, and prevented, them from 
throwing up their commifiions 
' On the 29th of April, f Sir Robert Barker wrote 
again to lorchCIive, acquainting his lordfhip with 
his more full conviction of the determination of the 
officers, and with the meafures he was purfuingj 
ift/i oniy 10 tnake it, but to prevent any alarming 
Confluences, when it fhould come to an iflue, 
plthough hitherto no difpdhuon to mutiny had ap- 
x ' peaied 



[ »74 1 

peared among the private menj of’ his brigade. 
This could not fait ot giving fatisfaftion : burloni 
Clive was under fome uneafinefs on account of tftt ' 
garrifon at Monghyr, where he had reafon to chirk 
the whole fcheme had been originally planned; 
and Sir Robert Fletcher’s fflence added much 
his anxiety ; for it was now the 4th of May and th 
only letter he had received from thar gentlemw 
upon that fubjett, was dated the. 25th of April; 
he therefore thought proper to repeat his former 
injunctions, that Sir Robert Fletcher fhould 13- 
form himfelf of the ‘names of the’ principals, ard 
of as many particulars as poffible relating to tie 
afibciation ; directing him at the fame .time to 
take the moll effe&ual means of fccuring the fide- 
lity of the fubahdars, or commanding officers of 
the black troops, in cafe the European foldiers, c 
the feapoys had betrayed any fymptomsof difaffec; 
tion ; however, before thefe inftruCfions ueredii- 
patched, a Ictterarrived from Sir Robert Fletcher, 
dated the fii(Vof-May, inclofing one to him from 
42 of his officers, together with a, copy of hts an- 
Aver,. and alfo a letter to him from Sir Robert 
Barker ; the letter from the officers was accompa- 
nied by their commiflions, w hich they requeued 
Sir Robert would keep, till an anfwcr fhould ar- 
rive from thofe w ho had the power of granting 
their demands ; and in the mean time they allured 
him, that as they refigned from principle, they 
refolvcd to ferve without pay of any kind till lho 
1 5ch. ^ 

, This aftual refignation of the officers of the Rrfi 
brigade no longer permitted lord Clive to doubt, 
that the other two brigades would, with like punc- 
4 . tuality 
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taltfy comply with the terms of the sfibeiatiofi 
ft. fupply from Fort St George, and Ukewife the 
jfliftance of the merchants, became immediately 
neceffar j The letter to the gentlemen of council 

ap Calcutta, jnclofifig the pffeers addrefs to Sir 
Robert Fletcher, \ as therefore dilparched uithout 
delav lhe next day, the 5th or May, a letter 
from Sir Robert Barker, dated the 30th of April, 
informed lord Clive, that on the 29th the officers 
of hts brigade had made him acquainted with their 
refoluior to reftgn vheir commiffions on the firlt of, 
Ma ;> though they were willing to ferve without 
either pav or batta till the 15th, by which time 
jthey iuppofed lord Clive vyould reach Patna, oc> 

\\ me hisanfwer to their demands 

Sir Robert Barker after having affembled the 
'officers, reprefented to them, that the crime they 
' \ ere commuting was no lels than mutiny, a defer- 1 
non, and that he hoped for their own fakes, they 
ivould reflect upon the confequences, and rclm- 
guifh a projeft, which, if perfifted in, would cer- 
tainly be ruin and dilhonour upon tbemfelves t 
Arguments of this kind, from a commanding 
officer umvcrfally beloved, could not fad makings 
lomc impreffion on their minds , but at the clofe 
of the conference they declared, “ That they 
vme folemnly bound and engaged with the other 
brigades, to offer their commiffions on the firftof 
May, and that they could not be off * 

% Sir Robert Barker having been informed, thac 
the men at Monghjrhad exprefled their refolu-* 
tion to mutiny, repeated to lord Clue his appre- 
t henfions of it, and mentioned alfo an information,. 

her 
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lie had received, that a fum to tlie amount ti 
140,000 rupees, near fi6,oool. fieri ) was fub- 
fcribcd for the officers by the gentleman of Cal- 
cutta. 

*1 hefe circumftanccs it was thought neceflary to 
communicate to the council, not only that the) 
might be apprized of the progrefs of the combina- 
tion ; but that they might exert their endeavours 
to difeover thofi; gentlemen in the civil fervice, 
who had granted fuch large encouragement to the 
mutinous difpofmon of the army. 

Lord Clive then acquainted bir Robert Fletcher 
with Sir Robert Barker’s doubts concerning the 
men of the firft brigade, charging him to aft with 
all poffible circumfpeftion, and authorizing him to 
engage the attachment of the non commtffioned 
officers by aflurances of reward, if he fliould fee 
a ncceffity of putting their behaviour to the'tfcfti 
he further direfted him to make fuchWeffiry 
preparations as could be made without creating fuf 
picion, for detaching the troops in fma 11 parties at 
a moments warning, and with the like caution to 
colleft boats for conveying the officers to Calcutta, 
lince he was determined. If he found them re- 
iattor y, on his arrival at Monghyr, they ffiould be 
iorced to depart within twenty four hours. A let* 
ter of the fame date, and to the fame purpofe, was 
alio difpatched to Sir Robert Barker. • 

»y a letter of the fecOnd of May, Sir Robert 
Fletcher acquainted lord Clive, that he was con- 

trnn ed v° dlft ? bancc COuId happen, even if the 
troops knew the conduct of their officers } but 
fcowevw, for the fake of amufement, arid a 
trefh fubjectof conversion, he had marched half 

the 
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e brigade to theMiftanc'e.of two .miles From .the 
rt* under pretence, of ^reducing fome ftrong •raud( 
rts at Carraepoor. " ' - s • \ ^ 

Iriatifwer to thisj .lord. Clive ordered hirtnim-\ 
iedtately to feed re the captains who had been moil 
Jive, and, to fend them down prifoners to CaV 
itta. ' , _ \ •; / ■ • . ; ,■;* > 

The feminients of the officers of the third bri= 
tde, who were abfent . upon detachments, were 
it certainly known ; but between fifty and fixty ! 

: thofe prefentj in . cantonment at Bankiporej 
;pt ftri&ly to their engagement. ’ ’> b 

On the firftof May in the forenoon*- Sit Robett : 
arker. received the following -laconic' epiftle from 
is adjutant; ' 1 ■ •* * • * * J . • 1 ■ 

...•SIR*' ,, • : V*’/- • - 

v , “ The inclofe’d IcttcrsAtfcre juft rtow brought td- 
ra ; one' of them, direfted to you, 1 Vfehd'by de-f . 
re of the officers of the third brigade*. the v 
ther, • I believe*' you will think not improperly'' 
deled. , , 

lam, Sit, .■ ’ J *: . ' 

! Your moft obedient -humble fervanf^,' 
vlay i, i yC5, \ V • * .. ‘ r , 

Robert fan* adjutant. 4 ’ 5 

The letter’d! reded to Sir’Robert Barker, which. 
VIr. Robertfon .enclofed (and which' Sir.Robert 
returned with an affarance that he would put the- 
reverity of military law In execution, if any-man 
Ihould mifbehave) was figned ; officers of the third 
brigade, it contained a repetition of their grie van- 
VOL. Ill, • . z - . b ces. 
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ces t and terms of future fervice ; fotne expreltio*) 
.of perfonal regard for th- colonel, and a readme, 1 
to a£t as volunteers,' and obey orders, till the 151!! 
cf the month, when they expedted to be nude 2c 
quainred with lord Clive’s definitive anfvver. 

The other letter which Mr. Robeitfon mtnur> 
tQ be not- improperly added, was the pacqoetd 
commHIions, together with his authority for feri 
ing them j which was as follows : 

To Enfign Robertfon. 

“ SIR, 

* f We defire that you will, before twelve o’clod 
to-day, fend our commiflions to Sir Robert Bar- 
leer, colonel of the third brigade, together nirht ,, i 
inctofed letter. 

We are, 

May 1 ft, 1766. Your obedient fervacu 

Eleven o’clock. 

1 Officers of the 3d brigade. 

Sir Robert 'Barker had, before th's, fufpeftfc 
but was not fufficisntW certain, that the adj»«* 
was a principal and aitive member of the affod: 
tion. He therefore intimated to him that day uf* 
the parade, that he (hould order him down to G> 
cutta ; in confequcncc of which intimation, M 
* Robertfon thought fit' to write him the follow* 
letter. 


SH 
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“SIR, 

I did not well underflow! what laft you fpoke to 
is on the parade, whether it was, that you meant 
3 fend me a prifoner to Calcutta, or that you ex- 
uded l would go bccaufe you defired ic. Xf the 
irll, Yis well » if the latter, 1 mull acquaint you 
hat I, without having done anything unmilitary* 
ir improper, refigned the fervice this morning, 
eleafing myfelf from military ordtrs, you accep- 
:ed, examined, but chofe to return the commifli- 
3ns ; among It whtch mine was one If I have 
done wrong, I mud be brought before the civil 
power, having freed myfelf from all military re- 
fir icUo ns. 

5 To leave this immediately will be to lofe all I 
am worth ; fo that it will be necefiary to fend me 
(a prifoner, that I may know where to apply here- 
after for ieftiturion. 

I 1 am, SIR, 

Your obedient humble fervant. 

, F. Robertfonf* 

This letter did not, intimidate Sir Robert Barker 
rom forcing Mr. Robertfon, and three others 

0 proceed immediately to Calcutta ; a mea- 
ure which contributed much to the preferving 
»ood order and difciphne in his brigade till the 
r 5th of May. 

As the affairs of the army were now become verj 
critical, lord Clive determined to leave the bull 
ntfs at the city unftniibed, to the management o 

1 . *• Mr 
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Mr Sykes, ind to march with tII poffible expedi 
tion to Monghyr, which place he propofed teach 
ing on the 1 4th. 

On the evening of the 6th, he accordingly fit 
out from Mutajv I, accompanied by general C«r 
nac, and the few officers belonging to the body 
guard and an tfcort of feapoys 

Majors Champion and Pot it r, and captains 
Smith, Pcarfon, and Martin, who were all the 
officers that could be collc&ed at fo ffiort notn? 
pnd whofu attachment to the fuv ice, aswc!l« 
fteady adherence to dtfuphne, might fecurelybf 
relied on, were ordered forward, to proceed with 
the utmoft: halle to the afliftance of Sir kolw* 
Fletcher 

Lord Clive, that night, at Sydokbaug 12 tr?^ 
from Mutajyl, received a letter from Sir Robert 
Fletcher, dated 3d May, acquainting him, t^t, 
“ That he had pfed every argument in hispcnvir 
to perfuade the officers to a change of condod, 
but that they had ieverally told him, they were 
determined ro abide by what they had done ” By 
nn indofed letter to his brother, a captain at M* 
drafs, fopen for his lordffiip’s perufal) it appeared, 
that the gentlemen intended to write to their mi * 
tary friends at 1 ort St. George, to prevail upon 
them to rejedt all propolals that might be m®k 
for their removal to Bengal 

This fclumc was evidently calculated to bring 
additional dillrefs upon the government, and tl ttt 
bv tb compel lord Clive into tern $ of accommo 
nation But in order to counteract the meditated 
miichiet, alerter Mas immediately difnatched ta 
\h» council op Calcutta, requeuing they would, 
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for a time flop all ^private letters to and from 
Madrafs, except filch as could not be fulpc&ed to 
'relate to the combination ; and, as a communi* - 
‘cation offentiments, from one part ot the aimy to - • 
'another, might at this jun&ure prove extremely 
dangerous ; it was further propofed, that the like 
caution fhould be ufed at the poll-office ac 
jCaicutta. 

j During the next day’s journey, lord Clive had 
an account from Sir Robert Fletcher, that he had 
again remonftrated to no purpofe with the gcntlfe- 
, men of his brigade 5 that they were rather more 
inflamed ; that they flattered themfelves their let-' 


( ters to M ad rafe would have thedefired effect ; and 
^that it was now artfully infinutted,a mutiny of the 
| men was already planned, and inevitably happen, 
df the officers fhould be dilmifled. A copy of this 
letter together with his lordlhip’s anfwer is an'ex- 
trafb of a letter from lord Clive to Sir Robert Bar- 


,her, the 8th of May. 

The day following, lord Clive learnt from Sir 
Robert Fletcher, that he had fent to Calcutta ,1 


j captain and lieutenant, upon tufpicion of their 
, having been the moll afhve in forming the com- 
bination ; but that he was per loaded every pre- 
caution had been ufed to conceal the principals. 
"1 he gentlemen however of this brigade, as well 
as of the third, flill continued to their duty, though 
their refolution in the mam point was not altered ; 
pnd by the convcrfatton of the latter, 'Sir Robert 
Barker underftood, that upon his refilling to ac- 
cept their commiffions, they had fent them by the 
poft to Calcutta ; nor was he deceived, for on the 
(econd day of March, lord Clive met an exprefs 


with 
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‘ ‘“'fie pacquct, addrcfled to the cover-’ 
nor and council, which upon being opened w?s 
foundto contain the commifijons of that brigade, 
together \virh a general letter of reltgnation, dated, 
t « itt of May. Lord Clive detained the com* 
nulftofts in his own cuftodv, and forwarded the 
letter to the board. 

During thefe tranfa&ions the council at theprf- 
u ency had received and taken into confidtration 
tne comrrmtee*s difpatch of the fourth. Theaffo- 
ciation of the officers being fully confirmed, and 
o e of the firft brigade having actually tendered 
their ?ommiffions, the board unanimoufly refolwed, 
agreeable to an intimation given them by lord 

^ V « a fett y ft, ’ uld bc ' v ' itten to s ' r Rc- 

bat Fletcher, or the officer commanding at Mw- 
gh K , earprefling their fenfc of fuel. ancxtraotdP 
2 ,2 0d uruvarr nntable proceeding ; authoring 

iffTred andT commdflons attvere 

f d to order down to Calcutta, within the 

refinne/r^'?, y - f °“ r ' 101Jrs - cver y * - W 
prudentlv hV G | V,C j ’■ *“ nce no con fidence ?ouId 
d fertrfV P n CCd '? the of H'ofe who had 

W ththech, A y ; IS 3 man " or in.-onfillent 

* a"" 0 *® =" d gentlemen. 1 hey 

ranfraiitert l ’ the ft,d letter ffiould b. 

BeneTcarni 8 'J' of lord Clive and 

fanaionofthcr’nrmel^ ^ “ n,! 8 h l har0 ^ 

be lent to the n, cY ’ - and tbat an cx P re| s Ihould 

a ffift Benraf in of f har united efforts to 

they would, without en - C ^’ and requeftifig 
uffiCers cadeje w ,0 [ S of tlnje , embark all the 
• rS ’ C3detS and «**«. that- could poffibly 

bc 
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[pared, agreeable * to the former letters from that 
buard. In the mean time the council, in 
confequencc of the requeft of the commit- 
tee applied to the free merchants, requiring them 
to give their affiftance on the prefent defection of 
officers till the vacant commiffions could be filled 
up. A fioni filing as it may appear, it is however 
an inconttflible truth, that out of netr too of 
thefe gentlemen refident ac Calcutta, neither dis- 
qualified by age nor infirmities, two Only w ere 
found who would accept' of commifiions, upon 
this very important occafion, notwiihftandmg they 
knew that the fervtce, that they were to be fent 
upon was merely parade duty ; that even this 
would iaib but a few weeks j and that the faith 
of the governor and council was pledged to allow 
them the privilege of trade duty free ; and to re- 
commend them to the court of dirc&ors for a more 
eflential reward to the company’s welfare •> the 
trifling excufes made by fo considerable a num- 
ber of thofc gentlemen, amounted at leaft: to an 
approbation of the" conduct of the officers, if it did 
not confirm the truth of the information.* that a 
fubfcription was raifed in Calcutta for the fupport 
of the military combination. 

On the 10 th of May, Lord Clive and General 
Carnac received at Siecaragutty, the letter from 
the council to the officer,, commanding at Mong- 
hyr ; this they immediately figned and difpatched 
to Sir Robert Meicher, with iome private inftruc- 
tions for his conduct, upon the receipt of it, a 
copy of it was at the fame time fent to Sir Robert 
Barker, that he might intimate to the officers'of the 
third brigade , : the unanimous opinion of the board 

upon 
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tlport the proceedings of thofe of the fhft» 

■the nth a letter arrived from coloi ie l -bmith, 
dated the 29th of April, advifmg, that a conlide- 
Table detachment of the Maratca’s arrO)’ vas in 
motion ; that they had advanced down the South* 
«m ihore of the Jumna, oppoftte to the territories 
of Korah ; and that Callagarou , one of the chief, 
with fixty thoufand horfe, was arrived at C u ip)» 
where he was collecting a Urge number of boats. 
This letter was addrefled to the feltft committee; 
but The critical Situation of affairs would admit of 
no delay in the reply ; and the colonel was evi- 
dently yet unacquainted with the deferd° n °* * li 
officers. ' ' 

Ltnii CVcvt \tarefore *nt>\ \t>vw?w- wra. 

with full authority to aft, in refpeft t° form^S 
alliances with neighbouring princes, in ftich mar- 
ner as the emergency of afFairs might require. 
And as the refignation of his officers, a* urns 
of the enemy’s nearer approach, might he attend* 
ed with the moFt fatal confequences, his lordihip 
impowered the colonel provided he fljould juJge 
that the troops \sere ripe for mutiny, and thereby 
find hitnfelf 'reduced to the utfnoft extr£ m,r y> h Jt 
under no other circumftances whatfoevetj to make 
terms with the nialecontents j 
This day and the next 'Lord Clive received 
} farther accounts from Sir Robert Fletcher, ef 
preffing the highefl opinion 1 of the fidelity of to* 
troops, infomuch that, ** He would ftake his h< c 
upon their good behaviour, notwithftanding the 
apprehenfions entertained by SinRobert Barker. 
He obferved, that the word which could happen 
was a mutiny amongft the Europeans, who were 
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fo'inconfideraMc a number, that he would pUtei’My 
man of them to death by the Teapoys, before they 
could get a cartridge from the magazine ; or indeed 
before they could form thtmfclves underarms* bis 
own quarters being fo near the barracks, that he 
could almoft overhear every thing that pafled. . ( 
Confident as theie afiuraticcs was, lord Clifrc 
thought it expedient to purfue his journey with the 
ytmoft. expedition j although the heat at this fea- 
fon of the year was fo infupportable, that many of 
: the men had already died upon the march y but it 
was neceOary to reach Monghyr, if pofiible, be- 
fqtc the' departure of the officers s and he was now 
v, ithih one day’s journey of tbe place, w hen early 
[irt the morning of the 13th, his progrefs was de- 
cayed by a fudden fall of waters from the moun- 
tains, which carried away a bridge that had been 
thrown over a branch of the river he was obliged 
to pafs 1 the flreamof which was now fo extremely 
deep and rapid, that it could not be forded, eveq 
by elephants, till late m the evening. A whole 
’day was rhus unavoidably loft : repeated advices 
however, from Sir Robert Fletcher flattered his 
lordlhip, that rfo difturbance could happen among 
,the troops m garrifon : he hoped indeed that the 
•officers Would remain quiet till his arrival; but at 
'all events Sir Robert could not now be much 
Miftrefled, as the gentlemen who pufhed forward 
pfrom Mutajyl was already arrived to his affiftance, 
land the letter from the governor and council con- 
tained fuffictent mftruftions for his conduct. On 
^ the 14th, Sir Robert informed his lordfliip, that 
1 he had begun the embarkation of the captains, and 
had appointed a furgeon’s afliftanr, two cadets,' 
,and a ferjeant, to aft as enfigns, in order to con- 
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vince the fubal terns that the brigade would not hi 
entirely dellitute of officers. Soon after upon tfc: 
receipt of lord Clive’s letter of the 13th, he inn 
ted the gentlemen to duty a day longer : but firi 
of them began now to be very troublefoir.e ; a"t 
appeared to intend encamping till the arrivals 
their alTociates from the other brigades. 

The description of affairs at Monghyr, has !; 
this period been collcdted from Sir Robert Fletcher 
It may, however, be not improper to take a vie* 
of them from rhe officers who were detached thi 
therfrom Moolajyb. 4 

On the arrival of thefe gentlemen at Monghyr 
the 1 ath of May, about nine o’clock at night 
they .were furprifed to hear the grenadier’s irate! 
beating, at then the reveille, when they carre t* 
Sir Robert Fletcher’s quarters, they there fouu: 
half the European regiment affem bled, andfinginj 
and the drummers beating. 

The next day they feverally viftted the officer! 
of their acquaintance in hopes of prevailing upc r 
them to relinquifti the difhonourable proiedt the) 
had fo rafhly engaged it, or at leaf! to continue 
doing duty till the arrival of lord Clive and gere 
ral Carnac. 


They reprefented the infamy and ruin tha 
would attend them, if they fhould in this manna 
eierr the fervi Le : 'that a combination to refig* 
their commiffions all on the fame day, could lx 
^ n ° lefs 3 crime than mutiny: and i: 
the fo Idiers fhould be tempted to follow their ex- 
ample, the mtfchief would hoc end without blood- 
Ihed, and the murder of many of their country- 
men. that lord Chve came firmly refolvedjiot « 
JlcId U P the P oint ro them, and would rather fuffir 

death 


£eath than condefcend to make terms with a fet 
of men who vere endeavouring to aboltfh ill mth- 
jjiy diivipt®® and fuhordinatton They farther 
remon<lmted upon the ingratitude of their beha- 
viour to Jus lordfhipj who had already given to 
'the amount of near 70,000! as a fund for the fup- 
port of all officers and men who flvoutd be invalid- , 
cd, or worn out in the ferv icc, and like wife for 
fhe maintenance of the u ldows. 

In anfwer to thefe arguments the officers decla- 
red, That they were folemnly bound to quit the 
^brigade, whatever might be the confequence „ that 
*they had imagined unanimity in the nicafure mull 
have enfured fuccefs , but that could they have 
luppofed lord CIivl fo inflexible, they v\ ould never 
have formed the combination That as to his 
^ordffitp’s generous donation to the army , they 
''were entirely ignorant of it, Sir Robert Tlctcher 
l- not having communicated to them a fyllable of the 
t-matter , and that had they been informed of it, 
gratitude, as well as felf intcrcff, would certainly 
'^prevented their prefent conduct They thenalledg- 
ed that Sir Robert himfelf originally, fet this com- 
bination on foot, arifu'ly m-ikmg them the tnftru- 
ments of an oppofmon to lord Clive’s government 
they acknowledged the probability of a mutiny a- 
mongft the foldisrs , but declared at the fame 
time, tint fhpull it happen, they would exert 
5 their utmoft endea ours to quell it Several of 
them, particularly captain Goddard, lamented tbs 
^want of an opportunity to acquaint lord Clive and 
{ general Carnac with the pair Sir Robert Fletcher 
vlrnaifto), in begirrmg aid promoting this un- 
fortunate iff ir , but defired major Champion, and 
captain Smith and Foilon, vv ould not fail to re- 
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port their afiertions, the truth of which theyfa'4 
they were well able to prove. * • • 

• On the i gth major Champion and captain Pear-' 
fon were ordered out to the camp of Curaoporc, 
two miles from Monghyr fort. The reft of lord 
Glive’s detachment of officers remained in canb 
fon, to be ready in cafe of a mutiny o*f the Eurfc 
peans, which began now to be apprehended. Ai 
eleven o’clock at night, two battalions of feapojs 
were marched, under command of caprain Smith, 
to the cxercifing-ground, where they lay upon 
their arms till morning ; when the captain props- 
fed to SirRobert Fletcher, that they ffiould return 
to their own parade, not only as it commanded tie 
principal gates, . but as detachments could be mots 
readily made from thence to di^crent parrs of the 
garrifon ; and that in order to obviate any fufpi* 
cion, it fhould be given out, that lord Clive being 
hourly expected, it w*as neceflary to keep thefts* 
poys in the fort, leaft they fhould ftraggle, awl 
nor quickly drawn up on his lordfhip’s arrival 
This advice was immediately followed. ' 

’ afternoon caprain Smith received an order 

from Sir Robert Fletcher to get the two battalions, 
under arms and to march with all poflible expedi- 
tion to the European barracks, the foldiers having' 
mutinied, the captain had nenh ? r fubaltern nor 
ferjeant to nffift him. One of the refigned ofictfi 
happening at that moment to come on the parade, 
“ orde « d to talte the commard of 

oAh=othcr 0 him'ei? con,n,andaI1 ticking ebq> 

hi 
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As the mutiny was not unexpected, lie had 
ircviouOy taken a view of the ground near the 
arracks. Adjoining to thefe is a hill, whereon 
lands the falluting battery*, which he was appre-* 
bonfire the mutineers would endeavour to fei?c ; to 
ivoid anyfignal of his approach, he gave orders 
hat the battalions fhoukbmarch in the profound- 
:ft filence., Inftead— of" proceeding the common 
road, round the hill, he got up the back of it, and 
fuddenly took poffeffion pf the battery, by which 
means he had the full command of all the barracks, 
the fotdiers had actually got under arms, intending 
to follow their officers, and the artillery were pre- 
paring to do theYame ; but the appearance of thefe 
two battalions of feapoys, with fixed bayonets, 
threw them into confufion, of which captain 
Smith took the advantage, and told them lie would 
immediately fireuponrhcm, if they did not retire 
peaceably to their quarters. * Sir Robert Fietcher 
l alfo, who was now arrived, harrangued and di- 
ftribujed money amongft the mutineers, and gave 
liken ife to each of them two rupees. They allur- 
ed him, they had been made to believe that he 
was T to head them, otherwife not a man of them 
would have thought of turning out ; adding that, if, 
that vas cot the cafe, they would not mind their 
officers, but live and die with him alone. While 
Sir Robert was talking to the men, feveral of the 
officers came and told him, that as they heard the 
Europeans had mutinied they were willing to of- 
fer him their affifiance, This he refufed,°acd or- 
' “ ere d them all to quit the garrifon, within the 
fpace of two hours, under pam of being fent off 
with guards. Before fix o’clo ck rhey acecord- 
mgly deported; three only of the whole brigade 
were left, tv, oof whom were then confined to their 

beds 
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feds. Sir Robert Fletcher's own account of tills 
hft trnnfaSion, appears in his letter of that night 
to Lord Clive, in which is the following very 
extraordinary paragraph : 

“ Some have been very troublefome, and par* 
ttcularly thofe whom I have all along fufpe&d, 
aod whole confidence I ofed every art to gain 
in January lad, when I heard that -the whole 
were to form a plan of quitting the brigades with- 
out giving any warning, I even went io far.as to" 
approve of fome of their fchemes, that they might 
do nothing without my knowledge.” 

•\After perufal of this, it will naturally be rf- 
collected that the earheft intelligence given by 
Sir Robert Fletcher, of the combination of his 
officers was in his letter to lord Clive dated the 
25th ot April, fix days only before the day of 
resignation. In the morning of the 15th of 
May , lord Clive and general Carnac arrived at 
Monghyr, where they were immediately inform- 
ed ot all the circumftances above related ; Sir 
Robert Fletcher the fame day took an opportu- 
nity, m convention with lord Clive, to repeat 
the matter of his letter to his- lord ffiip of the 

ab ° v ' quoted, but upon this fubt 
ject, lord Clive for reafons which will hereafter 
to P ro P er at that time 

feed *7 d r l{rat5sfaftioa - Orders were if- 
drltn «m ni ? ht f ° r thc whole brigade to be 
th ‘ he FT***"* Clive intending to 

he arrnrH ‘ *1 ^ ^ ‘ U liie m Oming of the l6tH 
he accordingly »ent to the parade where the'. 

m J? r y good orfer, though very' 

Ills [frit attrat ' I E “ ro P ean foldiers required 
S M ac " m,on ■ therefore addrefled him- 



t *»* 1 1 

fclf to them in the ftrongeft terms : he reprtf- 
fented to them the henioufnefs of the crime 
heir officers ha l committed : explained to them 
:he around upon which the difiatisfaftio'n had 
mfen; informed them that the double batta u'as 
tterelv an occafional extraordinary allowance, and 
[lever till now looked upon* much lefs de- 
manded,, as a right* that the withholding it was 
an aft of the. company, the governor and coun- 
cil therein only obeyed the pofitive commands 
of the court _of directors ; that the combination 
which the gentlemen of this battalion had form- 
ed, to refign the fervice altogether on the -fame 
day, was no lefs a crime then mutiny, for- which, 
the ringleaders would certainly undergo the fe- 
vered pumfhracnts that martial law could infiift? 
and the molt of the inferior offenders fhould’be 
fent away to England byj the fir It flips of the 
enluing feafon :~£>e further'obferved to them, that 
he was himfelf a foldier, and had always been a 
friend to the army; and he. had lately giyen a 
very ftrong inftance of his regard both to the of- 
ficers and private men, having eftablifhing a 
fund for the fuppovt of all thofe who fhould be 
invalided, or worn out ; and alfo to the u idon s 
of thofe who Ihould did in thfe ijrrvice. He con- 
cluded with exhorting them to behave with re- 
gularity and fobriety, and to do thetrduty as fol- 
diers iliould, till the arrival of officers, who were 
then oa the road to Mooghyt. v 

He then fpoke by an Interpreter to the feveral 
battalions of black, troops, and highly applauded 
them for the inftance they *had fo lately given of 
thurfftcadincfs and faithful attachment to the com- 
pany ; 
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pany ; he drftributed honorary rewards (6 (he 
veral commandants, and non-com miffioned officers, 
and ordered double pay to be i/Tued to the private 
men for the months of May and June, the whole 
brigade was much pleafed with theft marks of re- 
gard from the commander in chief; exprefied tbeir 
iatisfailion and gratitude \\ ith decent acclamations") 
and when they were difmifled from the parade re- 
tired without tumult and difturbance to their quar* 
ters. . , i 


A detachmenr of the feapoys was the next day 
fent out in queft of the refigned officers,- who were 
now encamped within a few miles of Monghyr, ia* 
tending to wait the arrival of their aflbciatesfrorrt 
the brigades,. and confult together upon the uncx- 
pected defeat they had already met with, 'lord 
v-livefulpecting their intentions* gave orders that 
they mould immediately proceed to Calcutta and 
allured them that if they did' not depart quietly 
me detachment fhould convey them away by force. 
This meffage had the defired effieft.-and die de* 
" ** .S^jfon, vM* 



^S CU ^° rd - 10 "P* co Monghyr, 

tt rTV”' ,eam twdv. fthei ex. 
petted m a few days from Calcutta. 

lord Clive b a C nd S ’ huS rcttled zi Monghyr, 

on th- , g eneral Carnac refolred to proceed 
Z ceTlt “ Pat " a ’ l rom , they cL d the 

' eafil > conV£ y “ffift*nee to colonel Smith, 
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hhok critical firuatlon required their principal at- 
tention. In the mean time, they lent forward a 
few officers to Sir Robert Barker, with orders, in 
cafe the)r prefence fbould not be abfolutely necef- 
jary at Bankipore, to march with all pofliblc expe- 
dition to Allahabad, , where they would receive far- 
ther orders from colonel Smith. < 

Neither the officers nor the men at Bankipore 
behaved m fo tumultuous a manner as thofe at 
Monghyr. The re (ignition indeed took place at 
the fame time ; but a much greater proportion of 
officers remained with Sir Robert Barker than with 
Sir Robert Fletcher, as fo much cooler had they 
grown upon reflection, that many more would have 
returned to their duty, had they not been appre- 
heniive that fomc of the ringleaders would be called 
to account by a court-martial •, tit 'which thofe that 
retraced might be obliged ro officiate, contrary to 
he oath that had bound them to protect the lives 
Df each other. , As to his European regiments, it 
:onfllled chiefly, of new recruits w ho Ihewcd not 
he leaft dtfpofition to be troublefome. His chief 
lefjclcncy was in artillery officers. He therefore 
ook the command of that corps btmfelf, and like- • 
vife a battalion of feapoys. Lieutenant colonel 
-hapman an officer of great experience and addrefs 
yas very inftrumental in preventing >a total defer- 
!0n „ °f fubalterns, and m preferving difeipline a> 
nongft the Europeans in the cantonments, v hillt 
najor Grant took charge of. a confldcrabb divifion 
if the brigade, which Sir Robert Barker had pru- 
lently detached upon the fitft information he re- 
cived of the intended retfgnation, 

V°L. Ilf. X B 
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. It is now time to give an account of the tranfac* 
tions at camp in the lines of Serajapore, tinder ih 
command ot colonel Smith, who being in a very 
critical fituation, at the eve as it was imagined of 
a battle, and at a great diftance from that relief 
which the other brigades might obtain, laboured 
under peculiar difficulties. 

On the 6th of May all the officers in camp, two 
only excepted, wrote to the colonel, for leave to 
refign their commiffions, fome demanding tfeit 
difeharge immediately, others on the firft o* J une j 
Hisaftonifhmcnt at this extraordinary con d tuff, ami 
the vefolution he immediately expreftin his letter to 
the feledl committee and his^general orders Jffiita 
out that day, of which the fbUav,ing are copies: 

“ My lords and gentlemen, 

' “With furpprize and concern I acquaint )Wi 
that the major part of the officers of this detach- 
ment have wrote to me fer leave to refign their 
commiffions : fome have demanded their difeharg 2 
immediately, others at the expiration of the month- 
• I tranfmit you a copy of the orders of the dayr 
which will fliew in lively colours my opinio ioi 
this tranfa&ion : In the mean time, I requefl: >°° r 
immediate anfwer concerning this event, vwth yof r 
inftrudtions. / 

The officers of the garrifon at Allahabad far* 
>^lfb figned a requeftofthe fame nature ; but, asrt 
was fmuggled to me, without coming through if* 
-proper channel I fhall return it to them ; howevri 
it ferves to convince me that this is a genen> 1 
' dtflaffedrion, 

f had 
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If all the officers of this detachment had deter- ' 
nined to turn about on their colours, Jt Ihould have 
lad no efFe& upon my meafures. The field and 
ome two or three others who have- not forgot 
1 hat they owe to their own honour, muft exert 
hemfelves with more alacrity. ^ 1 

I have the honour to fubferibe myfelf, with 
nuchrefpeft, 

Camp in the lines of * Richard Smith,’’ 

Scrrajapore, 6th May 1766.. < r 

General orders given 6ut by colonel Smith at the 
camp in the lines of Serajapore, 6th May 176 6. 

ff The colonel cannot find words fufficient to ex* 
prefs his aftomihment at the conduct of all thofe 
officers who have applied to him for leave to quit 
the fcrviceat this particular jun&ure, as a time when 
an enemy’s army, and that army fo numerous, is 
encamped at no great diftancc from us. This ia a 
behaviour fo foreign to every thing that has the 
leaft connexion with honour, that the colonel 
blulhes to find his country-men can fo readily facri* 
fice their own reputation to any private views or 
confidcrations. v/hatfoever : when thefe honourable 
% motives have no longer any influence, the fervke 
of fuch officers is by no means defirable, , Captains 
Scott and Auchmury, captain lieutenants Clifton 
and Black, lieutenant Elleker; and enfign Mayer* 
ley, having defired leave to Tefigrt, are ordered to 
proceed to Calcutta dire&ly. All thofe ,'officers 
who have been pleaftd to fix the firft of June as the 
. period of their lemecs, fhall have an anfiver before 
tfiat day : in the mean, time the colonel cannot but 
- remark^ 
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rcnrrlt, that tho r c officers who Inve requefled Ica;q 
to r.fign their commiiTions, hav e fet a mod cs* 
traordimry example to the black troops, and the 
colonel by their conduct, w ill be reduced to Ire 
needfity of placing that confidence in the fiddly 
of the black officers, which hitherto had been pro- 
perly repo fed in the zeal of his fellow countrymen 

Richard Smith v 

Colonel Smith’s letter .•ccompnnied with a copy 
of the above orders, came to lord Clive’s handsua 
the morning of his arrival at Monghj r : * 

On the 7 th of May colonel Smith received tf* 
following letter from the officers in camp : 

t To colonel Richard Smith, commander in chief, &c. 

, “SIR, 

y When afperftons, unmerited, ungenerous ari 
unjuft, arc publickly call, with evident intend* 1 "** 
to blacken the reputation of a corps, who have by 
length of fer\ ice, and the moll ardent zeal, emi- 
nently diftinguifhed ihcmfelves for their beloved 
country, the honourable company, and their own 
honour ; and who have repeatedly been vitnrf'M 
the variLty of endeavouring, by reprefenting the 
moft fubmtfiive and molt confident with the cha- 
ratter they are ^termined to maintain, ofhbpirg 

the lead redrefs or profpeft of relief from grievan- 
ces mfupp or table to their minds, it behovefh them, 
m vindication of themfelvcs,* to make this public 
telttmomal, that neither the fuppoftd enemy, which 
4 ^ they 
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hey dcfpife, nor the defign of injuring their* ho- 
.oiirablfi matters, which they hold dear; has the 
raft tendency, nor was the fmalldt motive ^ con- 
lucivc to the requeft of any individual of this 
mrns, for liberty to refign the fervice, which, 
uth theutmoft rcgrec, they are compelled to re- 
mqmlli for that happinefs, which is the only end 
>f their being in more hofpitablc climates. t 

When even hopes are annihilated here, can k 
hcccfore be expedted, that any ties can be more 
rinding than the ties of nature; or that freedom, 
xnd the defire of that liberty wc inherit from our 
fathers, can be denominated difltonour or re- 
proach J But, though firmly allured of the juftice 
and probity of our proceedings as individuals, 
we cannot behold, without fomething more than 
farrow, the public orders of the 6th inftant, 
which, as they can be productive of no compunc- 
tion in minds fatisfied with themfclvcs, wc hum- 
bly think that whatever part of them was intended 
to ftigmatife us with difhonour, had much better 
been omitted : as this is a point every gentleman 
will find tpo haid to reconcile to his own breaft, 
vc arc forry wc arc obliged to give this inftance 
<?f gratitude to the fcrvicc, at the peril of lofing 
that honour, which, than life, is to a foldicr 
more dear. 

In the mean time we will adhere to our duty, iq 
the manner each has fignificd for himfelf ; but to 
Continue fen ice without confidence ; yea, without 
honour, as by imputation wc arc at prefect Cup-, 
P " er f» in reality, to be what wc are thought, 
anu to merit tvhat wc do not defervej we defire 
therctorc that tips may be forwarded tq the ho- 
’ nourablc 
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nourable prcfident and council, that by no mtf. 
representations we may yet differ in their eftecm} 
and are dill, with the gr eared rcfpcft,- 

Sir, 

yth May, Your mod obedient, 

Humble Tenants, 


David Scott, Capt. 
A.ForbesAuchmuty,do. 
Ch.Clifton, Capt. Lieut. 
Alcx..Black, ditto. 

E. Ellcrhcz, Lieut. ' 
C.Mavcrly, Enfign 
Alex. Dowe, Capt. 
John Buckley, Enfign 
Robert Brook, Lieut. 
Wm.Vertue. Lieut. 
Wm. Benton, Lieut. 


James Nicols, Capt. 
William Fenwick, fr 
John Jones, Lieut. 

G. B. Eyres, Lieut. 
Richard Rice, Enfign, 
Matt Nail, 2tl Lieut. 
Henry Ltdele, Lieut. 
Dennis Ficldhoufe, Enf, 
Daniel Dow, Enfign > 
G.ibt. Harper, Lieut. 
Gabl. Johndonc, Enf. 


To this the colonel returned the following 
anlwer : 


eneral Orders. Camp in the Line of Serraje' 

„ . , porc v May8th, 1766. 

^ th c fi rlt point of honourin allofficersbf the 
arm> ihould be fidelity to the date they ferve, fo 
? n !? te con fiderattons can exculpate or extc* 
of rhofc °®«rs, who can ft 
thefr • Uty 35 t0 foIm ™ affociation againli 
Jr"“ ! T re cr P ecia ">' time when 
dce mnvVT Cmpl °P cd < and poffibly actual fa- 
riablrfn r Pre "- ; tht c ° ,onc >fi therefore inva- 
firdl r ° p, T n ’ and thinks fuch conduct it 

foreign to every thing that has the lead conncc- 

'■ * tioq 



{ *99 1 

.(ion With honour ; for this re'ifon, thofc officers 

.that fixed fo fliort a period to their fer vices, were 
romifed an anfwer before the end of the month* 

’he colonel has received a letter, figned by the 
lajorpart.of the detatchment. When officers 
>rget what they owe to their own honour, and 
le public fen ice, the colonel is by no means 
irprifed they ihould forget the refpedk due to 
im ; therefore as Captains Dow and Nicols, 
.icutenants Eyre, Benton, and Jones, had ac- 
ilainted the colonel with their intentions to re- 
ign at the end of this month, he now dirc&£ thofc 
fficers to proceed without delay to Calcutta* 

‘ RICH. SMITH.” 

In the afternoon of the day whereon this laft 
general order was lfiued, Lieutenant Vertuc came 
:o Colonel Smith, and defined leave to refign his 
:ommiffion immediately. The colonel told him, 
:hat by the general order of the 6rb, he was pro- 
mifed an anfwer before the end of the month, and 
that he certainly lhauld have an anfwer before the 
expiration of that period ; but that he would rot 
permit him to refign. After fomc altercation. 
Lieutenant Vertue told the colonel, that if he 
would not accept his comtnifiion, he fliould be 
under the neceflity of having it with him : he ac- 
cordingly laid down his coramiffian upon the ta- 
ble*. acquainted the colonel he had done fo, and 
took his leave. Colonel Smith finding the Iieute- 
nanx b.-uk \Vifwrrrrp, tuoV fneuevd- 

fary meafures for his being apprehended, that he 
might be brought to trial for difobedience of or- 
ders and defemon s he was accordingly put ip 

arreli 
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crfeft onTiis arrival at Patna. The fentcnce pn 
‘‘■upon him by the general court-martial will b* 
hereafter mentioned. 

Colonel Smith, on receipt of Lord Clive’s Ut- 
ters of the 2.9th of April and ad of May, nw& 
public his lordfliip'Vfentiments,- together with 
thofe of the committee, in their litter to 6 ‘ 
council at Calcutta ; -and recommended to Major 
Smith the ofheer commanding at Allahabad, to 
ufe his utmofi: influence to bring the officers »< 
garrifon to a proper fen fe of their duty, difp 
ing to them at the fame time the following re* 
monftrance from himfelf upon the fubjeft. 

To the Captains and Subalterns of the Second 
Regiment of -Infantry, in garrifon at AH> 
•habad. - 

et Gentlemen^ 

« If the public fervicc could poffibly difpc r £ 
with my abfcnce from the camp, moft affuredh 1 
would repair to Allahabad, for I cannot read} o'J 
letter to me, wherein you declare your inten- 
tions of refigning your commiffions, vritho^ 
feeling the utmoli concern. As 1 cannot theft- 
fore allemble jou together in perfon, 'I mufttib 
this method of offering my fentiments. I intrC 2 
you, gentlemen, for yo\ir own honour, for 
, honour, and for the honour of ( the regiment, t 3 
weigh well this matter ; viewer) I bclcech yo u * 
duelled of prejudice, and fuffer not yourfelvest* 
Jbc trifled with againft your better judgment, f 
have traufmitted Major Smith, the command^ 

ofFcit 
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n^Rccr at Allahabad, the. fed determination of 
Lord CUse and the committee, with fo me other 
papers relative to this matteT which die Will ’com- 
municate you* It is unpoffible for me to fee, 
Without the thoft alarming refle&ions, all . thole 
inevitable confequenccs which muft enfuc, if you 
perfift in this improper wcafurt. I conjure yoii 
not wantonly to abandon your fair pfbfpetts in 
this fm ice; and as l jure not yet tranfmitted 
}our jequeft to the committee, I^cahnOt receiVfe 
njufter fatis faction than a defire from ybu to fup- 
prefs it. ' { 

u To my fituatjon in the field you Hr k no ft ran- 
gers ; let me but again hear you are fteady in 
your duty, and I lhall fend orders for tharty of 
) ou to join me with the utttioft ejs-pidltion, that 
If the cnen\y ftiould attempt to enter thtfe pro- 
sincts we may Ihdre the honour of defeating theft 
intentions. 

i .> 

"With real regard, I afr^ 

Genii emeu. 

Your moft obedient, 

Humble fervant, 

Head Quarters in the RICH. SMITH.” 

Lines of Serrajepore, 

May 12, 1766. ( 

This letter, inftead of prevailing on the offi- 
cers to pr^eted no farther in their u n military 
refolutions, ferved only to eJcafperate them the 
more, and drew from them the following intem- 
perate replj ; 

C 


Vox. Ill, 


Tc 
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To Coldrel Richard Smith. 

“ SIR, 

«« Your letter addrefled to us, and thnt of thef 
honourable committee to the council, hav <, been 
made public to us by the major this morning; 
and we aTC no ways furprifed, that after the in- 
famy you ha\e endeavoured to brand us with m 
the order of the 6 th of Mi), you ihould enter- 
tain the mean opinion of us, that we ftiould be 
frightened from any refolution we have already 
tefhfied to the public. The temerity of an ordcf 
of this kind is whit principally furprifed us, as 
we can conceit e no good end it would anfwer to 
the fervice while oppofite confequenccs may be 
eudent You have therefore put it out of our 
power to fender the honourable company thofe 
Voluntary fen ices we had before offered , fo that 
we are come to a final determination of proceed- 
ing downwards, as we plainly perceive by youf 
not tranfmitting our letter to the council, that wo 
are tnfled with, and arc unanimoully refolvcd to 
fet out for Calcutta the 20th Fnftant. , 

r 

We are, blR, 

With due refpedt. 

The Gentlemen of the 2d regiment.”’ 

Upon this new declaration, that they wquld 
not continue to fene after the 20th, Major Smith 
found himfelf in a very difagrceable fituatton , 
every captain and ev ery iuba Item of the Euro- 
pean regiment. Lieutenant Delafield only ex~- 

ccpted. 
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ccptcd,' were concerned in the combination, and' 
many of them behaved in fuch a difrefpeCful and 
turbulent manner, as convinced him they were 
rather inclined to promote than difeourage a mu- 
tiny of the men. 

Their letter to the colonel,' above quoted, was 
by the major deemed of lo infolent a nature, that 
he Intended to have put them all in arreft, but he 
was informed, that if he did, they would make 
x the foldiers take up arms againft him, as they 
had already engaged the men in their caufc. Un- 
der thefe circumftances he judged it ncceflary to 
ifpatch an exprefs to Serrajcpore for an old bat- 
alion of feapoys which lie had long commanded, 
nd whofe behaviour he knew might be relied on 
n any cafe cf emergency. This battalion, under 
he command of Lieutenant Brooke, performed 
he march .with furprifing expedition : in two 
lays and fix hours thcy.rqachcd Allahabad, which 
s one hundred miles diftant from the lines of 
Serrajcpore, arriving fcveral hours before the 
ime fixed upon by the officers for evacuating the 
j-arrifon. Major Smith had by this time brought’ 
ievcral to a more proper fenfe of their duty, and 
:hcy all agreed to ferve, according to their firfb 
propofal, to the end of the month. This modera- 
tion of temper did not 'however remain general. 
Oq the 2 2d, Lieutenant Monfell, and Enfign 
North, came to him as deputies from the corps, 
defiring to difmifs Lieutenant Peek from the em- 
ployment of adjutant, and to turn him away* 
from his table ; and when the major defired to 
know the rcafon of this mutinous unfoldier-like 
{i^eflage, they- replied, that Mr. Feek had re- 
traced 
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tradted from his engagement with them, and Was 
no longer a -man of honour. Major Smith en 
raged at this additional inltance of difaflcftion' 
immediately confined Lieutenant Monfefl and’ 
•Enfign North, and ordered Lieutenant Dclafield 
and Lieutenant Broohe to get the eighth battalion 
under arms.^ He then went himfelf and put all 
the officers in garnfon m arreft, except fom ■ tel- 
ling tnem he expelled they Ihould in lefs than an 
hour make a proper fubmiffion for the affront they, 
fumed 10 hts authorrty ; and that if they pre- 
fumed to break their arrefl, or attempted to raife 
any d.fturbance ,n the fort, the feapojs ftonld 
have orders to put every one of thei to death 
This fpmted behaviour produced immediate fubl 
million, and he foon releafed them all, except 

whom n h Ct ?| en '' f 1 , thedepl,t;ition > :!nd four others 
P«nT. he thought proper fend prifoners to 

‘ While the officers at Allahabad were thus me 

the fidelity ‘of the'black "troops J*° d - ou ! ,t . of 
that no good was to be expedhd’ fronw?” 1 ™ 5 
rality of the -European officers unT l genc - 

thc dcfcaL 

many of the officers of ^ZTCT^’ 
had , aligned their 

verthelcfs 
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mthelefs tD do duty all thefe, therefore, at the'' 
mtercdhon tof Sir Robert Barker, lord Clive con- 
ferred to reitore 

Intelligence being brought, that thofe who had 
left the cantonment, v,ere dill hovering about i J atna; 
a party of Teapoys were lent out to order them to 
depart immediately to Calcutta , and as the officers 
from Serrajepore and from Aliahab*id vs ere upon 
the road, detachments \ ere placed at proper fta- 
ttons to obferve their motions, and to prevent their 
raffing difturbance* in the country. Lord Clive at 
the fame time wrote to the Trench and Pdtch 
, chiefs of Chandernagore and Chinfura, informing 
them of what had pall, and defiring them not tofuffer 
any of the fcnghffi officers to rake refuge in their 
fattortes To Sir Robert Hetcher he lent orders, 
that not a man of the fecond and third brigade 
fhould, on any -pretence v/hatfoever, be permitted 
jo enter the gates of Monghyr , and to the council 
at Calcutta he recommended that a watchful eye 
fliould be kept upon the conduct of the officers af- 
Jer their arrival at the precedency and that if 
they attempted to foment d fturbances, they firould 
J)e all confined in the next fort, until the Europe 
fhip ffiould be ready to receive them on board 
In the mean time 0 as many of the principals of 
the combination as could be found was put under 
^rreft, m order to rake their trial *s foon as a gene- 
ral court-marti3l pf field o m cers could be fummon- 
pd The temper of the fecond brigade alio was 
npvv much altered, the officers whom lord Clive 
bad Vent forward to Allahabad, on their arrival 
received orders from colonel Smith, to join him at 
^errajepore , but there happily pros ed no occaf on 
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'for their fervice. The fate of their combination 
at Monghyr and Bankipore, foon became pub- 
licity known at Allahabad and the camp. The 
gentlemen of the fccond brigade were now convin- 
ced that the fcheme for recovering the double 
batta would prove inefic&ual ; they faw that font 
Clive would not yield to their demands ; that colo- 
nel Smith was -not afraid even in his critical fitua- 
tipn to mid wholly to the fidelity of the black offi- 
cers i that fome of their afiociates were in arreft 
for mutiny and defertion, that ipany others were to 
be lhippcd olTfor England ; that a flrong fupply 
would foon arrive from Madrafs, and that in the 
mean time the field officers of each brigade, with 
the affiflancc of a few captains and fubalterns, who 
‘ by a timely fubmiffion were reftored to the fervice, 
could keep the whole army in good order anddif- 
cipline. Thefc confiderations addid to the reflec- 
tion that their fortune and reputation, if. not their 
lives, were at flake, prevailed upoft them not to 
quit their brigades at the time agreed upon, but 
to folicit forgivenefs and reflorauon. They ac-r 
cordingly made all poffible fubmiffion for the irre- 
gularities they had been guilty of, and requefted 
permiflion to continue in the fcrvice ; colonel 
Smith who had authority from lord Clive to par- 
don thofe whom he vvifhcd to retain in his brigade, 
reinftated all who had behaved with moderation, 
and who were not in other refpefts unworthy of 
favour. ’ ' , 

Repentance and humiliation now became general. 

Letters of recantation arrived from drtiatt. every 
officer, each acknowledging the ralhnefs and 

crimg 



" r j 

Crime of the late aflociation, and each_ foliating 
permiffion to return to his duty. Few of the iubap- 
terns had any other means of fubfiflencc, than their 
commifiions in the company’s fcrvice, and many 
of them were very young men, who had been in- 
veigled, or rather forced into the comb lna tion by 
their elders ; -for when the ringleaders faded in the 
art of perfuafion, they fcrupled not to ha v c recourfe 
to violence, threatening Tome with the eternal oblt- 
quy of their brother officers, and others .even with 
death, if they refuled to refign their co m miffions‘; 
tendernefs and companion therefore to°h place of 
the rigour of military difeipline ; all fhe enfigns, 
jmany of the lieutenant$7 and feveral tff the cap- 
tains were .reinftated in the fervice j b uc order 
jto prevent any further combination, u was at thd 
fame time given out in public orders, that every 
officer that had refigned, and was reftof ed > Should 
,be .obliged to execute a contract not to quit -the 
fervice under a certain limited time without giving 
year’s notice. > » * 1 . 1 ' 

. * With regard to thofe who had cl carted their 
duty in the field at Serrajepore, fevtjral of them 
were kept in arreft to take their trials ; then 
others whofe conduit had been in 'a lefa degree' ex- 
ceptionable, were ordered to <hold,thefu in readi* 
nefs to embark for Europe. 

,* Many of the .vacancies were in a few weeks filled 
up by officers from the coaft, who vrC** admitted 
according to the rank they, held .on the Madrafs 
eftablifhment, fo far as not to prejudice any of e- 
qual rank in Bengal, whet* had' not refig ned their 
commifiions. , J 1 > - » 

T he 
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-The army was thus in a manner new modelfra/ 
tvnd, we may \ecuure to aflert became foon as com- 
pleat, as to good officers and difcipline as any army 
of the company in India, ever was before that 
period. 

. The happy iffue of this confpiracy is nor to bs 
attributed to the refolution of lord CliVe alone : an 
oppofition of fuch a dangerous nature, abetted and 
encouraged as this was by many gentlemen in civil 
fervice, and at a time when the provinces \ver6 
threatened with an invafion, could not haVe been 
overcome, had not the meafures fuggefted by hiS 
lordffiip been-fteadily purfued, and unanimoufly 
fupported by the council. Much is alfo to be at- 
tributed to the activity and firmnefs of the field- 
officers of each brigade, without which all the ef- 
forts would probably have proved unfuccefsfub 
Thefe gentlemen as has been obferved In the coutfe 
of the narrative, feverally everted themfelves in 
fupprefiing the tumultuous difpofition of the officers 
under their command, and alfo in. preventing a 
mutiny of the'foldiers,- which deemed almoft the 
natural confequence of a defection of the captaini 
and fubaltems \ nor would it be proper to difmils 
this fubje£t without remarking that the fate of th6 
Eaft India company, depended at that time, and 
will ever in a great meafure depend upon the at* 
tachment of the native difeiplined troops, which 
indeed is not to be fufpc&ed, fo long as they art 
regularly paid, well commanded and treated with 
humanity. * *■* 

To what lengths the military gentlemen, had 
they fucceeded in the Brft inftance.; would. after- 
wards have extended their demands, can fcarcely 

be 
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he conje&ured ,* but it has been confidently a Hefted 
that three other points, befides the reftorauon of 
double batta were 'intended to be flruggled for, 
viz i 

’ I ft. The abolition of the new .covenarts, con- 
cerning the receipts of prefents from ( the princes 
of the country • < * 

and. The annihilation of the powers of the fe- 
lecb committee > and, . 

3rd A folemn promife from the governor and 
council, and a (landing order of the board, that 
none of the officers in Bengal fhould, in future be 
fuperfeded by any others appointed by the court of 
diredoTS from England or from either of the com- 
pany’s fettlcments tn India. 

It is not to^be imagined, that all thofe officers 
who were now excluded the fervice, and direfted 
to leave India, readily complied with the orders 
for embarkation. Some there were who determi- 
ned to refill : among thefe were Meflrs. Duffidd 
and Robertfon, two of the ringleaders of the com- 
bination in the third brigade. 

In the month of Auguft when they received or- 
ders to embark in the lord Camden, then under 
difpatch for Europe, they lent a remonftrance.to 
the board ; fettingforth, that they fhould be great- 
ly diftrefled if driven to the neccfficy of leaving 
India before they had fettled their pm ate affairs ; 
and that therefore they neither could nor would 
comply* v. ith the orders *,they alfo delivered in a pro- 
teft, declaring the board rcfponfible for the confe- 
quences of enforcing obedience ; M r. * Robertfbn 
at the fame time reprefenting that the ill date of 
Vol. III. £>d his 
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his health' would not admit of hismaking a xtofagd 
without endangering his life. 

That there might be no doubt irr this particu- 
lar, the governor and council dire&ed the prin- 
cipal furgeons of the fettlement to vifit him ; and 
the fubftance of their report was, that they did 
not find any objection, on account of his health, 
to hiS going on board of fhip. 

Apprehenfive that the authority of the board 
Svould not thus be baffled,* the gentlemen thought 
proper, as a dernier rcforc, to ihut themfelves up 
in their houfes, and barraeade their doors. Thefe 
means they concluded would effedhrally fecure 
them from the civil power ; and as to the martial 
law they defied it, becaufe they had been pieafed 
to refign their commifiiohs, and would no longer 
be confidercd as military men. The governor 
and council immediately taking into confidcration 
the meafures ncceifary to be purfped upon this 
occafion, came unammoufly to the following re-' 
folutions, viz. 

“ Refolved, that as Mefirs. Duffield: and-Ro* 
bertfon have, by their unwarrantable and muti- 
nous condudin the late afTociation, forfeited the 
privilege 'of refiding within the boundaries of the 
Company’s pofTeffions ; and hav£. In defiance of 
the order of the board, refufed to embark on board 
the Lord Camden for Europe, they be compelled 
to embark on board the faid fliip, that they 
'may be conveyed to England; and although 
from an ad of George the Fir ft, wc derive a 
fufficient authority to have recourfe on this occa- 
fton to the civil power; yet, confidering that 
Meflrs, Duffield and Robertfon are military men, 
v and 
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and that the delays that unavoidably attend the 
proceeding of the civil magi (Irate in Calcutta, 
would bc'extrcmcly dangerous to all law, good 
order, and government, ai a rime when the mu- 
tinous opinion, that the army is not fubjc&to the 
articles of war, i\ fo induftrioufly propagated and 
openly avowed, it is agreed, that- the laid' gen- 
tlemen be, without delay, apprehended by the 
military power, and kept in confinement as mu- 
tineers, until they can be embarked, when they 
fhall befent on board the Ihip under a guard.” 

At the fame time, the board think it a necefiary 
.caution in the inftruftions to be given to the offi- 
cer who lhall be employed upon this occafion, to 
prder him on no account to break open doors 'or 
> windows to come at the perfons of Mcflrs. Duf- 
'field and Robertfon; but Ihould he find them 
barracadocd in their apartments, and -that they 
obftinately perfift in refilling to furrender them* 
felves (as from the information received will moll 
probably be the cafe) that he content himfelfwith 
placing ccntinels round the houfe, fo as to pre- 
vent an efcape, and to hinder any perfon or pro- 
vifions going to them. r 

Thefe are determined upon as the moft mode- 
rate means of inforcing the above refolntion of 
the board ; and the right honourable the prefi- 
fident is de fired to give the necefiary orders for 
carrying the fame into execution. * 

• We cannot but be unanjinoufly of opinion^ 
that the mutinous conduct of thefe gentlemen, 
firing wcwAvl 

alone have juftified the refolntion of this day's 
(ponfultation ; 'but we are farther 'convinced of the 

proprif’fv 
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•propriety thereof, when we confidcr the noli fri- 
vilous pretexts and difingenious artifices have been 
made life of, in order to c\ adc the legal executive 
power of this government; that the moft auda- 
cious defiance has been publicly bid to our au- 
thority; and that the ptrmirribg thefe men to 
. continue in the fettlcmcnt would not only create 
an opinion, that every man has in himfelf a righr, 
independent of the company, to refide in India, 
but likewife greatly tend to the encouragement 
andincrcafc ot that fpiritof fedition, mutiny, and 
•confpiracy, which has been raging throughout 
the army, and which is ofir indifpcnfiblc duty, 
for the fccurity of the whole, by almoft any 
means to overcome. 

The refignation of the officers in Bengal, which 
• has been traduced, is a concerted mutiny and affo- 
ciation of difeontented officers, notwith Handing 
all the mifreprefentations of the right honourable 
the prefident and council before the committee of 
fccrccy appointed by the houfc of commons, was 
in every refpeft juftifiablc, is ’a lawful refinance 
againft injuilice and oppreffion. * The officers 
who had the foldicrv at their command fhould , 
have 'engaged the affifhnce of the men which 
could alone have fccured fucccfs, Lord Clive 
having declared, that nothing lefs than a mutiny 
of the foldiers fhould force him to comply with 
the terms of the officers ; and I take upon m\ fclf 
‘to reproach them for their daftardly behaviour in 
fufFering fo many gallant officers, injured and per- 
fected, to be fent to Calcutta. 

No doubt that many of the civilians upon the 
Bengal eftablifhment, fenfible * of • their wrongs, 

were 
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were equally dtflatisfied at fuch unwarrantable 
proceedings of the noble lord and his committee, 
and a&ed with a becoming fpirit in railing fub- 
feriptions for fuch officers as might refign their ' 
cotnmiffions, running the rifle to be fufpended or 
chfmiflcd the, company's Hfervice, rather than to 
be neutral fpc&ators of fuch odious mcafures. 
Captain Goddard, and other officers of the firft: 
brigade accufed their lieutenant colonel Sir Robert 
Fletcher to have been the firft mftigatoC of theic 
refignations : he was charged, when he found a 
re Agnation was not to go tor ward by his private 
hints and encouragements^ to have at laft ventured, 
to recommended it publicity at a table of a dozen 
officers ; telling them that the brigade major and 
his aid de-camp, ffiould firft fet the example ; and 
that their dtfeontent, joined to that of the civilians- 
would inevitably deprive his lordlhip of all power 5 
adding, that he was well acquainted with the four 
gentlemen lord Clive had called from Madrafs to 
fill up vacancies in council at Bengal, who he was 
fure would all join againft: him. He was accufed 
of having faid, that the army was infulted, their 
fcrvices rewarded with ingratitude, and that his 
lordffiip's defign was to reduce officers to contempt 
and beggary. , ( 

Sir Robert Fletcher wrote tQ his lordffiip a few" 
days after, in a manner, that could not fail to con- 
vince his lordffiip that the accufation in general 
was founded upon truth : he faid, that the concern 
he had in a (lifting and encouraging the officers to 
refign was aggravated, and confefled his impru- 
dence. The judge *advocate general \ at the.in- 
ftance of captain Goddard laid a regular informa- 
tion 
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tton of mu tin} *123100; Sir Robert Fletcher, who 
^as thereupon put on arreft the third of July, the 
d 3 y on which he arrived at Patna. 

One captain Scainforth of the firft brigade at 
Monghyr, during the coutfe of thefe tranlaftions 
being m liquor, had made ufe of threatening ex- 
preflions again# his lord Grip's life, for which he 
was tried and fentenepd to be cifheered 

The lenity which prei ailed at thfe general court- 
mam?! upon the trial of fis officers for mutiny, 
obliges us to obferve, that a contract foetus to be 
Implied* as one of the obligations neceffijry, forfub- 
jeftmg an officer even in pay to the rules and arti- 
cles of wit, as appears m the preamble to the aft 
of parliament for pumffimg mutiny and defertion of 
officers and foldiers inthefetvice of the Lad India 
edmpany The members of the court martial 
conhdercd thCnifelves, this defeft, as a plea on the 
bdhilf of the prifoners. 

* Tire rage with which the officers had been actu- 
ated by the reduftion of the batta, was a natural 
confequence of having been deprived of advanta- 
ges which they had before enjoyed , numbers of 
them were involved in debts, from which they had 
no profpcCt of extricating themfebes, and were 
really teduced to much diftrefs by the feantmefs 
pi their allowances. 

Sir Robert Tletcher had promifed to accept the 
^refignation of the officers of his brigade, as he w*s 
fenfiblfc they had an undoubted tight to refign , 
the officers in the company’s fervice, not bound by 
any contraft, could legally refign their commtffions 
without the confent of the governor and council, 
fend were not guilty of mutiny m dotrg it confe- 
v quently 



fluently Sir Robert Fletcher could not be guilty of 
mutiny in only advifing them to it. The company 
itfclf has acknowledged, that the officers might re- 
(ign thetr commiffions* by having refolved to ob- 
lige them, in future to fign contracts, and by put- 
ting, the refignation of the officers of the firft bri-* 
gade'in public ordcrs-Ut the prcfidency. 

The fentence of the court- martial upon lieute- 
nant-colonel Sir Robert Fletcher* was, u That hav-, 
fng been guilty of mutiny, excited fedition ; the 
court adjudged him to be cafhiercd ” How could 
he, bound by no contract with the cofnpany, be 
adjudged guilty of mutiny and fedition ? 1 leavd 
thofe conrerfant with military laws, -to which in 
faft neither he nor all the company’s officers were 
not fubjett, to decide. , 

* The fubftance of the bond executed by the offi- 
cers, and tranfmitted co lord Clive by Sir Robert 
Fletcher \yas, that having entered into an engage- 
ment co refign their commiffions in the company's 
fervice, and not to refume them uplefstke batta of 
the troops was again reftored to what it was in July 
and Auguft 1763 They bound and obliged them- 
ifelvcs feverally not to accept of ,any commiffion-in 
that fervice* til! they had obtained the fatisfaefcion 
required, under the penalty of 500I. fterling, re- 
coverable in any of bis majefty*-s courts of-juftice. 
This obligation was to be void and of no effe&, if 
the batta was reftored to the above-mentioned 
ftandatd i otherwife to remain in full force and 
virtue. 

The officers of the third brigade commanded 
by Sit Robert Barker, „ fent a . temonftrarice ad- 
drefTed to lord CUrc and the council of Fort Wd- 
' liam. 
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Ham, fetting forth their fufferings, and the mife- 
nes that either prefled or threatened them evtry 
■where, in confequence of the orders of the 3 ill of 
December for the curtailing of batta. 

• Without ncceflaries faid they, ’tis prefumed it 
will not be faid we can fubfift in Indoflan ; and alt 
commodities here fifty, fixty, and upwards to two 
hundred per cent, more than at Fort William. The 
.wages of fervants too remain unalterable. Indeed 
to an officer nothing is new except multiplied di'f- 
trefs. The prcfent allowance is much inadequate 
to what is eflentially requifite to the fupport of na- 
ture, and the fiation an officer is honoured with. 
You Iinbw the fatigues 'of an officer in hot and 
rainy .weather ; the neceffity of his having a hoffe 
or palanquin, and the prefent impoffibility of his 
procuring either. They concluded, by befeeching 
the prefident and council to cancil the orders of 
the 31ft of December, which were already moll 
feverely felt; and if not countermanded, mult 
quickly bring poverty and wretchednefs on the 
officers. 

•'Their grievances -were unnoticed and obtained 
no redrefs., If one confiders the dearntfs of all ne- 
ccflaries in Indoltan, and the various things an 
officer is obliged to be provided for, the pay of the 
company great as it feems, is by no means adequate 
to their expences. 

The following Ihews the pay, batta, and additio- 
nal allowances to the different ranks, of military 
officers, ferving on the Bengal eftabltlhment, in 
pounds fterling, at 2s. 3d. per current rupees. , 
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Total per Annum, Sterling/ 

Colonel - £>* 3433 *9 1 

Lieutenant colonel - * - ■ J 3 0 ° l 3 11 

Major - " 975 5 

Captatn - 4^4 8 

Captain lieutenant - 37 1 12 ^ 

Lieutenant - • " I 4 4 

Fnfign - - * ‘ 2I 4 5 ^ 

Cadet - - - u 52 18" t 

t 

, Seapoy Officers* 

! 

Captain - 464 10 8 

Lieutenant - 369 2 3 

Iinfign - - - - -28 738 

1 " l 

Artillery. 

Captain - 500 9 ir 

Captain lieutenant - - 413 11 8 

Firft ljeutenant - * 290 14 2 

Second lieutenant - - 290 14 2 

Lieutenant fireworker - - 229 3 4 

Cavalry, 

Cnptain - - - S 55 '9 S 

v-aptain lieutenant - - x ^ 

I irft lieutenant - - 354 12 6 

Second lieutenant - - o 3it * g 

C °™' - - - 289.6 8 

Quarter matter grnerj! . . ,5, 1D S 

Vol. Ill Ec .K->S= 
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Total per Annum String 

judge acU ocatc general - - 4^4 10 8 

Chaplain - 4^4 10 _ 8 

Aid de camp - - 4^4 10 1 8 

Secretary - - * 4^4 10 8 

field engineer - * 4^4 10 8 

Brigade major - - 464 10 8 

Surgeon 1 r - - - 10 8 

Sufgeon 1 affiftant - - 278144 

Adjutant - - - 278144 

Quarter matter - - * 27S 14 4 

CommifTary and conductor - 214 5 

Staff in ftaff, compofcd garnfon from civilians 

Interpreter * - 4^4 10 8 

Pa) mailer - • 464 to 8 

Deputy paj matter - - 278144 

Corhmiflary of matters - 464 lo S 

Deputy ditto - - 278 14 4 

Comrtuffary of boats - - 464 10 8 

Deputy ditto - 278 14 4 

Town.majOr - - - 1 * 1S5 16 3 

Barrack matter - - 185163 

Town adjutant - J - ga iS 1 

"N B The batta of officers m cantonments is 
only half of -that enjoyed m the field , the batta af- 
ter dotting the Caramnafla, is double the field 
batta j 

In the colonel’s abfcncc the next field officer 
commanding the regiment receives the additional 
‘ batta 
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batta of the rank above him, with forty rupees per^ 
diem for his table, 1 1 • 

Every ftaff officer, cxcluCve of the pay of the 
rank he holds in the army, receives the pay and 
batta of the rank he holds in the ftaff. j „ 3 ji 
Sir Robert Fletcher in a letter to lord Clive, dated 
Monghyr the 25th of April 1766, concluded in 
this manner, I judge the other brigades are rjpe 
for an infurre&ion. Whatever the indigent majo- 
rity ot officers may, or may not have for carrying 
this matter fo far, I hardly fee any colour of a plea 
for thole who bear double polls. 

Above one hundred and thirty officers wrote a 
letter to captain Carnac, dated Korah April 15th 
17 66. They acquainted him that in confequcncft 
of the orders of the 31ft of December, the officers 
of the firft, fecond, and third brigades, had come to 
an agreement of refigning their commiflions which 
were lodged to the amount of one Hundred and 
thirty. They therefore reqUefting him to fend .his 
commifiion to fomc friend of the firft brigade, with 
fuch directions as he Ihould think proper, as cxp6r 
riencc had (hewn there was no dependence on ( ver- 
bal declarations. They acquainted him that all 
the abfentees had heen wrote to bn the occafion j 
and that a fubfeription had been opened fpr fup- 
porting thofe who might want it ; in cafe the coun- 
cil fliould think proper to accept of all their com- 
millions, or to indemnify thofe 'Who f mighty be 
pointed out as principals and fufferers , fhould the 
batta ever be reftored. This letter was figned 
Full Batta. j t , 

The officers bound themfelves by their honour to 
poy a fum of money, in proportion to the rank 

they 
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they held in the company’s fervice, in order to deV 
fray the expence of going to England, and pur- 
chafing an equal commiffion in his majefty’s fer- 
vice, tor any officers, who might lie fingled out to 
fufier in the caufe, in which they were engaged. 

HU lordffiip was much enraged at an anonymous 
letter figned, Firft Brigade, which faid, that none 
but pimps to power would refufe to refign their 
commiffions. “ I with, faid lord Clive, in a let- 
ter dated Mootejyl, May 2 1766, to colonel Smtth, 
if 1 could difeover the authors of tliefe anonymous 
letters, my utmoft endeavours ffiould be ufed ta 
gee them ffiot.” - ’ 

This proves his lordffiip’s violent and bloody, 
difpofilion, with the unprecedented military difpo- 
tifni he intended to eflablifh in Bengal. 

It feems colonel Smith had perfuaded lord Clive, 
that the Maratta’s were prepared to invade the 
Korah province, as his lordlhip mentions in a leti 
ter, dated at Shahabad, May nth 1766, that the 
colonel’s return to Allahabad might carry too much 
the appearance of a retreat ; for this rcafon, the no- 
ble prefident approved of the colonel encamping at 
Serajapore, recommending him topreferve his poll, _ 
till the pretended motions of the Moratta’s ffiould 
admit of his march to Allahabad. Should they ad- 
vance to the frontiers, continues his lordffiip, you 
will aft in the manner you may judge moft defen- 
five for the provinces of Korah and Sujah al Do- 
'Iah’s dominions. The colonel was empowered to 
enter and conclude fuch treaties with any of the 
adjacent powers, as he might think the emergency 
of affairs in thefe parts might require : however, he 
did not imagine th?t gn txcyrfion would be at x 

temptc^ 
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attempted fo late in the feafon, especially into tho » 
pabob’s country, fo well Secured lay the Ganges. t 
The nabob of Bengal having paid a vifit to lord 
Clive at Sydokbangs, and being then much out of 
order, died the 8th of Majr, of that Sort of Sever 1 
which affefts the nofe, and Syfa Dowlah the next 
brother was placed upon the Mufnut. 

Lord Clive and colonel Smith with ten or twelve 
officers, proceeded with all expedition to Patna, and 
from thence proceeded to Banaras and Allahabad. 

His lordfhip at that lime lodged to the amount 
of near Seventy thoufand pounds (a legacy left 
him by Meer JafHerJ in the company’s caffi, the 
interclt of whicn he cftabhffied as a fund for the 
Support of officers and men, who may be difabled 
qr worn out in tjie fervice. 

To a colonel 500I per annum ; to a lieutenant- 
colonel 300I. to a major aool. to a lieutenant' 
loot, to anenfign 70I. to a Serjeant 20I. to a cor- 
po-al 15I and iol. to a private man ; part of 
which ptnfions is to be continued to their widows. 
Wc cannot but commend Such an eftabliffiment r 
this extraordinary aft of his lord/hip’s public fpiric 
and generofity was at this junfture fuggefted by 
policy, when mod of the officers in the company’s 
fervice was diflatlshed of his other military regula- 
tions. 1 his eftabliihment has been fincc different- 
ly regulated by the company. A great number of 
officers put their commiffions in a box, and had 
them prefented to his lordfliip : one of them writing 
to !us friend. Said, “ I do not doubt, but that you 
have heard of the five Jacks he has given to the mi- 
litary , a generous foul, to break their heads firft 
£nd then gi\ e them a plalfter.” H c v as taking the 

moft 
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tnotl dcfperate ftieafures againft the officers who 
had refigned ; wlmlly influenced by ambition and 
felf-inrerelt, if the noble prefident had compaflld 
his defigns, tternal flavery with (hame would have 
been the officers lot. Had the men joined them, 
his lordfhip would have been forced to come into 
their terms. In a letter to the officers of the third 
brigade, are the following words ; ** What a pimp 
your colonel is, I wonder you don't flog him. M 
Thev were reproached for having in adaftacly marw 
ner let Duffield be fent to Calcutta. 

The following is a convention been his lordfhip 
and the general ; over-heard by an officer of the 
1 third brigade, 

. • General Smith. Whaf will your lord fhip do with 
the army ? . , 

Lord Clive. Hang one' half for an example to 
the other. 

General. How will you be provided with offi- 
cers ? 

Clive. Send to Mndrafs and Bombay for all they 
cm fpare ; and makd ferjeants and corporals for 
the prefent. 

- General. Our ferjeants and corporals will never 
do for officers. 

Clive. They will do till we get better. 

General. And when you have got better, what 
will your lordfhip do with them ? 

Clive. Why reduce one half to their former fla- 
tions, and for fear the other half fhould be too 
flrong,. I will order them to Calcutta, clap them 
on board (hips, and fend them to Bencoolcn^ 
where they thall do prixate duty as hefore. 

General, 
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Geheral. Your tardfhip will bejiable to profe- 
cutions at home. * 

Cine. I’ll be d-d then ; for I’ll fend inch in-** 
ftru&mns to the governor, that few fhail refrain Vo t 
tell the’ ftory. 

* General. If the men join, \vhu ( V/tU you do ? < 
Clive. By G-d,* I mult give them their own term3 i' 
but the gentlemen by afting as volunteers feemed 
determined to prevent that ; let them do fo a little 
while longer, and by G-d I’ll do for them. 

The above is anabfolute fafr, which proved that 
if the officers had engaged thtir men to follow 
them, lord Clive fhould have been forced ^to give 
up all thoughts of a miilrary reformation* " 

Lord Clive in the proccfs of his examination 
before the feledt rommittec of the hotffe'bf Com-* 
mons, fa id, that the city of Muxadavad was asex- 
tenfive, populous and rich, as the city of London i 
v 1th this difference, that there are^ individuals id 
the firft, pofiVfling infinitely’ greater property than 
Ivy m the laft city : thefc, as tielf as other men of 
property, continued he, made me the greateft 
offers f which neverthelefs are ufual upon fuch oc- 
tafions, and what they expe&ed would have been 
required) and had X accepted thefc offers, I might 
have been in pofleffion of millions, which the pre- 
fent court of directors could not" have difpoffeffed 
me of; but preferring the reputation of the. Ertg- 
bill nation, the interefl of the nabob,' and the ad- 
vantage of the company, to all pecuniary confide- 
rations, 1 refufed ail offers that u ere made nr , not 
on!) then, but to the laft hour of m> continuance 
ia the company’s fervice in Bengal and do chal- 
lenge friend or enemy to bring one fmgle ir.flance 
- - of 
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bf my being influenced by interefted motives 
the company’s difadvantage ; or to do any aft that 
could reflect difhonour to my country, or the com- 
pany, in any one adlion of my adminiftranon ci- 
ther as governor or commanding officer. I little 
expedt to have had my condudt impeached, or to 
have received fuch treatment from the court of di- 
rfedtors, efpeclally after the many public and ho- 
nolirable teflimomes of approbation I had received. 

Thefe were bold aflertions after the numberlefs 
inftanCcsof his lordfhip’s fordid and difgraceful mo- 
nopolies. I really believe, he would not have 
carried things to the extremities he did, had he cx- 
pedted ever to have had his condudt impeached. 
He produced a copy of the company's letter, dated 
March 8, 1758. Indeed, at that time their infa^ 
tuation w-as fuch, that they looked upon his lord- 
finp as a prodigy of valour, the greateft hero and 
fhtcfman of the age, as appears from the following 
extravagant encomiums on his fervtces, and that 
revolution, which will be a lading monument of 
infamy. 

“SIR, 

0 Our fentiments of gratitude, for the many gfeat 
fm ices you have rendered to this company^ toge- 
ther with the thanks of the general court, have 
been hitherto conveyed through the channel of our 
general letters ; but the late extraordinary and un- 
expefted revolution in Bengal, in which you had 
fo great a Chare of adlion, both in the cabinet and 
in the field, merits our more particular regard ; and 
Kcasdingty ts&carct itawppattwutty «* 
t turning 



t 225 ] 

s turning you our mod fincere and hearty thanks for 
the zeal, good conduct and intrepidity, which 
you have fo eminently exerted on this glorious oc- 
cafion ; as well as fpr the great and folid advanta- 
ges refulting therefrom to the Eaft-India company e 
we earaeftly wifh your health may permit your 
continuance in India, for fuch farther terms, as 
will give you an opportunity of fecuring the foun- 
dation you "have laid ; as likewife to give your 
afliftance in putting ;he company‘s mercantile and 
civil affairs in a proper and advantageous footing, 
upon the plans now tranfmitted. For this purpofe, 
as well as in confidcratioa of your eminent Services, 
we have appointed you governor and prefident of 
Fort William in Bengal and its dependencies, in 
the mapner mentioned in the general letter, by this , 
conveyance ; to which we have annexed an ad* 
clitional allowance of roool. a year/as a teftimony 
of our great regard for you. *His lordfhip wjio had 
exprefred the utmoft contempt on divers occaiions, 
for the opinion of the court of dire&ors, was glad 
to produce this teftimony in his favour ; what an 
inconfiftency with the illiberal abufes of which he 
had been fo prodigal on the blunders and mlfcon- 
duft of thofe managers of India affairs. It muff 
be obferved that after this revolution, the large fums 
granted by the nabob' to make good the Ioffes of 
ieveralinhabitants, ( were more than fufficient to in- 
idemnify them, had lord Clive made an impartial 
xind judicious dlftribution, and not diverted part of 
this public money to his own ufe and that of his 

♦ creatures. 

, Although the nabob gave the company a crore 
of rupees, 3 ec as the company, was at an im- 
Vol. Ill; F f menfe 
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menfe expence of maintaining the fettletuent at 
Fulla, the military charges of the troops from Fort 
St. George and Bombay, and the hazard ihoie pres- 
idencies had been cxpofed to by drawing them off 
.from thence : the charges of fortifications and re- 
buildings, replacing flores, increale of garrifons, 
the lofs of a feafon’s invrftments, if not more, and 
many obvious particulars, were taken into the ac- 
count, it would appear that the company were ftill 
confiderable fufferers. Not only the money ftipu- 
lated in the treaty with the nabob w as {uffident to 
indemnify the inhabitants of Calcutta for their re- 
fpedtive Ioffes, together with the intereft thereon, 
but the company might have been benefited by 1 
confiderable furplu«, if properly applied ; the di- 
rectors inftruCtions ,w ere to depofit fuch furplus in 
their cafh, to be expended in fuch manner, as 
would tend to the general utility and fecurity of the 
fettlemcnt*, lord Clive never made fuclx difpolmorl 
of the money, as he was directed by his em- 
ployers. 

In regard to the fictitious treaty, lord Clive infor- 
med ‘the ’committee, - ' that when Mr. Watts had 
nearly accomplilhed the means of carrying that re- 
volution into execution, he acquainted him bv let- 
ter, that a frclh difficulty had Itarted ; that Omi- 
chund had infilled upon live per cent, on all the 
nabob’s treafures, and 30 lack in money ; v and 
threatened if he did not comply with that demand, 
lie would immediately acquaint SerajahDowlahwith 
vdiat was going on, and Mr. Watts fhould be put 
todeath. That when he received this advice, he 
thought art and policy warrantable in defeating the 
purpofes of fych 2 rilfain ; and that his lordffiip 

himfdf 
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Kflifeif formed the plan of the fictitious treaty, to 
Xihich the committee confcntcd : it was fertt to ad- 
miral Wwfon who obje&ed the figning ofit ; buc 
to the beft of his rcmcmbrimcc, gave the gentle* 
man who carried it (Mr. Luihington) leave to fign 
•hts name upon it. * That hts Jordfiup never made 
•any fccretof'it; thought it warrantable in fucJi a 
cafe, and would do it again a hundred times, anci 
did it with a defign of difappointing the expecta- 
tions of a rapactous man. That Orotchuna was 
•employed as an agent to "Mr. Watts, as having 
moll knowledge of Serajah Dowlah's court' and 
had commiffion to "deal with three or four Jnore of 
the court. He pretended not to know exactly the 
'.amount of the treafurcs of -Serajah pdwlah, but 
believed about three or four millions ; that Mr. 
l.uflungton was the perfon whp figned admiral Wat- 
•foh’sname, by his lordlhip’s order. He was at that 
time fecretary to lord Clive. Hi$ lordlliip declared 
that he did not receive above 16 -lade of rupees 
clear all in money, denying to have received any 
jewels. It appeared that the noble lord had tranf* 

1 muted to the company fomc account of the treaty 
■with the" nabob Meer Jaffier, but no copy of ir ; it 
is amazing that an inftrument of -fuch importance, 
•fiiould have been delivered over v. ithout a copy be- 
ling taken." The 13th article^ his lordfhip pretended 
never to have recolledled it till he was laft in’lndia. 
‘His lord fill p acknowledged haying wrote to the di- 
rectors that there wds no fucb‘ article to the belt of 
‘ 'his knowledge. Bv that article, the company flood 
'bound m alliance with fftecr Jaffier. The inftru- 
’ ™ enE which the nabob figned contained only twelve 
articles, and that figned t>y the thirteen. The 
* * ' • twelve 
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Jwelvc articles were all in Perfian, and onlv the 
thirteen in Englift. Lord Clive’s letter to the 
Dutch governor refpefling the thirteenth article 
was not entered into the public proceedings at 
Calcutta, though a public proceeding of a very 
important nature. Lord Clive having an in- 
dependant command from the gentlemen” at Cal- 
cutta, did not think proper in every circumfbnce 
to tranlmit the particulars of his proceedings to 
them. ° 


Captain Brereton, who was lieutenant with adl 
mira! Watfon in the Kent faid, that he had often 
heard the admiral fpeak of the trealy that was to 
decewe Omichund i that it was prnpoled to him to 
fign this fiftinous treaty to deceive Omlehiind of ,o 
lack, u htch he refufed to dp, as dilhonourable lo him 
ps an officer, and an affront to propofe it to him ■ 
that is was propofed feme bedy jl, ou Id ftm u f or 
him, winch healfo refufed, and faid he would waft 
his hands of it, he would have nothing i 0 do with 
it, he vyas a ftranger to deception, they might do as 
-S'y P 1 leafed. The depolition abfolutely contradids 
the affiert.cn that Mr tufting, on had authpr, y from 
the admiral tof.gn for him that fiftitious treaty a^ 

captam Bremen further, declared, he had often 

heard the admiral fay, he would nor authorise any 
body to do it, adding, he was fure the admiral bid 
. 100 ' good heart to put his feal to fuch an inflru 
ment. Admiral Watfon heard “ 

! " in ' • “ (“ s d 5«l> bed, of his name having been 
to the fictitious treaty ; and the ferrei • 
had agreed to ftare theWiirty lack ftp ulated m the 
agreement with Omichund among themfelve and . 

excluding the admiral of hisftareT bfcaufthe had 

notfigned the treaty. The admiral faid, that he al- 

w ays 
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trays thought the connexion difhonourable,' 1 and 
-as there was fo much iniquity amongft mankind, 
;}ie did not wifh to ftay any , longer among 
them. This was luff before hi$ death, which 
♦happened the iOth of Augutt, 17 57, Captain 
’Brereton faid, he was npc prelent at this cbnyerfa- 
tion, but ijv-tha next room j and that it was 
communicated to Ihtm by captain Martin, dead 
,fincej the moment tfie came out of ’ the room* It 
fee ms the admiral never applied to the feleft com- 
•mittee for a part of this mon'ey,' but after his 
'death, 'his executors did, Captain Brereton faid, 
♦the admiral did not mention the gentleman's name 
•who proposed to fign ♦ the ft&itious treaty, but 
•faid with a fneer/it was a member' of the fecret 
committee. That he had heard the admiral fay, he 
thought it an extraordinary mdafure tO'depcrfe a 
'man u itli whom 'they had fo lately made afolemn 
-treaty ; that, if he xvas inftrutfed by the king to 
afford the liaft-lndia company afiiftance in their 
-affairs, he aflillcd them with, forces according to 
-his duty ; that he always underftood ^from the 
admiral’s converfation, that he did fign the real 
•treaty, but never heard him fay whether he ap- 
proved of it or not. The admiral -would never 
-give his confent to any tranfadlion that he held 
idifhonou rable, that ihould infinuate his approba- 
tion as deception. 

r Captain Brereron further faid, that he did not 
“believe the Eaft*India company could have fuc- 
•ceeded in their different enterprises, and particu- 
larly in effefting the revolution in favour of Mecr 
Jaffier, withput the affiftance of his majefty’s Blips 
?od troops, \Vhcn the admiral declared, he had 

not 
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hot figned the fiftittous treaty (Ih rugging up hfc 
fhoulders,} he alluded to colonel Chvc an t { t h c f c . 
left committee, in concluding that he } n d j c f t 
them todo as they plcafcd. 

Sir Eyre Coote being called upon to giv c an ac- 
count of the tranfaftions in Bengal in iJ lc y CaP 
1757, that came rothin his knowledge faid, That 
Jie was a member of the council of war, previous 
to the battle of Plafiey upon the 2jft of June, 
when colonel Clive called the council tog er h cr f Qr 
their opinion, whether it would be prudent l0 comc 
to an immediate aftion with the nabob, t) f .fortify 
tliemfelvcs where they were, till they could be re- 
inforced by the Marattas ; , the opiniohs lieute- 
nant colonel Clive, two majors and ten captains 
_ were again ft coming to an immediate aftic^ f 0r3 „ 
immediate engagement were the opinions 0 f major 
Eyre, Coorc and fix captains. The reafo^ f 0r jj*, c 
Eyre Coote’s opinion in this council have ij een a j_ 
ready explained, and having read a defer iption of 
the battle of Plafiey, he ggve an account < 3 f the at- 
tack upon Chandcrnagorc, to fhew -the Id’,ff crcnce 
of lofs when afting againft: European o r Indian 
forces ; and it appeared, that the lofs w as much 
more confiderable at the attack of Ch.mder na g ore> 

. . Being defired to give his opinion \vhetl lcr w jth- 
i3ut the afiiftance of the king’s troops and fl,;ps in 
the whole of the tranfaftions in. 1757, tl, e entcr _ 
•prizes uoatd have fucceeded ? He laid, he had no 
.idea that they could : and whether the am™ u hder 
colonel Clive alone could have taken Ch^nderna 
gore without the afiiftance of the navy anq line’s 
troops,?’ he faid the probability was againft then? 
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Hts lordllup obfervcd, that he had made foms 
miftake in a tortner part of his evidence , that he 
certainly (herald not ha\e declared that admiral 
"Watfon had confented to have hts name put to 
the fi&itious treaty, if he had not underftoed from 
"Mr Lufmngcon, but that he would have ordered 
bis name to be put whether he had confented or 
not* 

The following extract of a letter from his Iord- 
flup to the ft eft committee at Tort St George, 
dated the 12th September, 1757, was read. 

* f It is with the deepeft concern I acquaint you 
■“ of admiral Watfon’s death, his zeal for the fer- 
vice of the company, and the extraordinary fuc* 

** cefs it was crowned with, both at Gcrrah and tn 
** the expedition, will make Ins memory, particu- 
tc larly m India furvive to lateft ages ” 

Lord Cine in evidence to the manner in which 
Meer Jaffier gave his jaghier, informed the com- 
mittee, that the firft letter he ever wrote about a 
^aghire, was to the beft of Ins remembrance on the 
gift of January 1759 As the nabob owed his 
lordftnp his government, he had been a means of 
having honours conferred on the colonel, m creating 
him an omrah of the empire , but that he had 
given him nothing to fupport thofe honours 

Lord Clive further informed the committee, 
that he applied to Juggut Seat, a banker, and a man 
of great weight and influence with the nabob, who 
prefented him in his name with the jaghter mclofed 
in a Aiken bag, in confequence of having be^n 
made an Omrah, without this ufual appendage of 
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Ins new dignity. In anfwer to winch, he replied, 
that the nabob never granted jaghiers in Bengal 5 
thatOrixa was too poor, but that he might have 
one in Bahar. His lordfhip declared upon his ho- 
nour that he never applied for any jaghire, either 
diredtly or indire&Iy, after that period; and thap 
v/hen the nabob prefen ted him the jaghire, near fix 
months afterwards, he had not the feaft idea of the 
amount of it, nor of its being the quit-rent upon 
the company’s lands, till the parent explained it ; 
that the amount of the jaghire was reckoned abput 
30,000!. a year. • He faid, he had received the be* 
nefit of the jaghire from July 1759* tol ki$ day. 

Lord Clive made a declaration, which thews he 
looked himfelf upon the nabob’s armjes as con- 
'Uitiptibk and licentious troops, that requited very 
little military knowledge to conquer them. He 
faid, it is the cuftom of that country never to pay 
the army a fourth part of what is promlfed them ; 
and it is only in time ofdiftrefs they can be paid at 
all ; and for that reafon the troops always behave 
fo ill. That the troops of Meet Jaffier had mutt* 
nied, becaufe he could not pay them,’ as there 
were great arrears due to the army by Sc raj ah 
Dowlah as well as Meer Jaffier, amounting to 
four milions fterling. He faid, he had been in- 
formed that the nabob’s jewels amounted to near a 
miliori fterling 5 that the worft of them, worth 
about 50,000!. were fent to Calcutta, and fold 
there as part of the treaty money’; and that th? 
nabob made afiignments of lands for fulfilling all 
the articles of the treaty, in the nature of mortgage ; 
his lordfhip declared, that he was made an Omrah 
by his xequeft to Meer Jaffier, to* make the appli- 
cation to the mogul. Some days after this evi- 
dence was given, lord Clive acquainted the com- 

• mittce. 
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nuttce, tint, upon recollection, he was mifial.cn 
in the anfwrr he made : being aike.i, on whole 
application he u as made an Omrah ? that his an- 
fwer to it now i«, by Mcer.Jaflier’s to the Mogul, 
and without application on his lordihip’s part. 

Lord Clive acknowledged, that when Sera] ah' 
Dowlah arrived, after his defeat at the city of Mu- - 
xa.da.vad, his palace was full of treafure ; but with 
all that treafure he could not porchafe the confi- 
dence of his army ; and that he was employed in 
lavifliing confidcnble Uuns among his troops to 
engage them to another battle, but to no purpofe. 
That the day on which Meer Jaflur fliould enter 
the city being fixed, his lordfhipmade alfo his emry 
at the head of two hundred Europeans and five 
hundred feapoys. That the inhabitants who were 
fpeftators upon that occafioo, mull have amounted 
to feme hundred thoufands ; ' and if they had had 
an inclination to defiroy the Europeans, they might 
have dofte it with (belts and (tones. On that day, 
continued his lordfhip, being under no kind of re- 
ftraint but that of my own conference, 1 might has e 
become too rich for a fubjedt ; but I had hxed up- 
on that period td accompliih all my views whate- 
ver, and from that period to this hour, which is a 
fpace of fifteen years, I have not benefited myfelf 
dire&ly nor indiredtly, the value of .one (hi 1 ng, 
the jaghire excepted ; I have been placed in great 
and eminent ftations, furrounded with temptations ; 
the civil and military power were united in me ;* 
a circumltance which has never happened to any 
other man before that time, or fince : the com- 1 
mittee will therefore judge whether 1 have been mo- 
derate or immoderate in the purfuit of riches. His 
Vol. Ill, G g lord- 
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lordfhiphad forgot the monopolies and other pecu- • 
niary tranfaftions in which he was e flen dally con* 
cerned, the tail time he was inverted with the lu- 
preme power in the Bengal provinces. Lord Clite 
went on to relate, rhat Mccr Jaffier being proclaim- 
ed nabob, and a day fixed upon to confider the 
nabob’s treafures, and to fee how far he could, 
comply with the treaty immediately; after that 
ftate was known, this matter was left to be deci- 
ded by the Seats, two men of immenfe wealth and 
•great influence ; and it was agreed, that half (hould 
be paid down, and the other half in three years. 
That at this meeting was Omichund ; and when' 
the real treaty came to be read, the indignation 
v and rellntmentexpreflVd in that man’s countenance, 
bars all defeription. Hefaid,- this cannot be the 
treaty, ,it was a red treaty that I faw ; (meaning 
wrote upon red paper; that his lordfhip replied, 
“ Yes, Omichund, but this is a white treaty." 
That this important bufinefs being accompliflied/ 
he returned to Calcutta with the army, and the 
Nabob (of his own making; foon began to fill his 
.own greatnefs, and mamfefted evident defigns of 
u fh along of all dependence upon the Englifh, and 
of evading the fulfilling the reft of the treaty. 1-hat 
he difmifled from hisfervice thofe great men who 
had been the inftruments of his^greatnert, and he 
put to death the only fon '.of ;Serajah ‘Dowlah. 
That as foon. as s the rains were over, he took the 
field, without the, company’s aflirtance to quafli* 
three rebellions^ but when he came iferioufly to 
confider of his fituation,, he thought proper to call 
upon the Engliflufor afliftance ; ai}d thatfhis lord- 
fhip marched immediately to join him. That at 
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the city he had a meeting with the difeon tented clitefsj 
when he engaged to protect them in their perfonsj 
and to ufe hti influence to get them reftored to fa- 
vour, That this was eaHly accomplifhed, and he 
then infilled that he -ihould immediately pay down 
that part of the treaty-money, which was then 
due, and that he ftiould affign over lands, fuffia- 
ent in mortgage to fecure the reft. That no diffi- 
culty was found in fubduing all his enemies, ex-* 
cept RamnaVrain, who was the nabob of Bahar, 
and at the head of a great army, and would not 
acknowledge Meer Jaffier without the JEnglifh fe- 
curity ; which being given and a profnife made, 
that he fliould remain m his government, he came 
to the nabob and paid his obedience. That the 
country being now juft fettled, he returned to Cal- 
cutta, with an intention to embark for the Carna- 
tic, and taking the firft favourable opportunity of 
returning to his native country : but in the interim 
the chiefs arrived from Europe^ which brought 
out the very ftrange appointment of four gover- 
nors, which was called a rotation government, be-* 
ciufeone governor was only to be as fuch for three 
months. Hehadnotthfc honour to be appointed 
one of thofe governors : upon which the gentle- 
men who had that honour, as well as the reft of the 
council who thought proper to deviate from the 
commands of their honourable employers. Alledg- 
ing, that a rotation of governors for the future ma- 
nagem:nt of their aftairs at the prefidency of Ben- 
gal, weighed w.rb all its attending circumftances, 
was' repugnant to the true inrereft of the company, 
and the welfare of the ftttlement in general : that 
placing the prefidenilhip in fame, one perfon,” vas 
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the cleat eft and ea(k(Tmediod of conducting their 
concerns, as with us preferring the influence the 
late revolution had given them, with the Subah 
of thefe provinces. That a rotation in the execu- 
tive part of government, would be attended with, 
great difficulties 'and tncomeniencies when the 
treaty with the nabob was nor perfected in all its 
branches, the poflefiions of the lands incomplete, 
the fettlemenc tn no pcfture of defence, the French 
confiderably reinforced with. military and a fleer. 
Their defigns u ith refpedt to Bengal hitherto un- 
known, and the impoffibility of imprefling a pro- 
per idea of this divided power in the minds of the 
Subah and others, accuftomed to the government 
of a Angle perfon. 

’I he four gentle men appointed governors acqui- 
tfcedto this opinion, and were made fenfjble that 
fnch a, rotation in the executive part of govern- 
ment, would be extremely prejudicial to the real 
iitcrcft of the company. And, ^is lord Clive had 
been named head of the general committee, his 
friend Mr. Watrs, who was with his lordfhip the 
principal inflrument of the late revolution, that 
had proved fo beneficial to the projeftors, was de- 
termined to fix the prefidentfhip, in a Angle per- 
fon, namely, colonel Clive ; perfuaded that this 
appointment would anfwer all the fordid views and 
expectations of them both, till they heard further 
from Europe. After having made a pompous enu- 
meration of colonel Clive*? eminent lervices, abili- 
ties and merit, and nprefented his fuperior weight 
and influence with the Subah and his officers; he 
pro ailed on the reft of the council to make him 
an offer of being nreiident of the company’s affairs 
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In Bengal, till the pleafure of the directors fhould 
be further known. 

Lord Clive did not hefitate a moment to accept 
of a requeft: fo agreecble to his ambition ; and 
foon after, he received his appointment from the 
court of dire&ors themfelves, in confluence of his 
magnified vi&ory at Plafley. The noble lord, with. 
Ins wonted modefty affumes the principal merit of 
having reftored the company’s affairs upon the coalt 
of Coromandel, uhcn.Mr. Lally arrived with fuch 
a force as threatened not only the deftrudtion of all 
the fettlements there, but of all the Eaft-India 
company’s pofieflions ; it is known that Madrafs 
rauft have ihared the fate of Fort St. David, had 
not the French panted money, which gaVc time 
for (Irengthening and reinforcing the place, ndbly 
defended by Mr. Pigot, general Lawrence, colo- 
nel Draper, Mr. Caillaud, major Brereton, &c. 
Indeed his lordftiip, contrary to the inclinations of 
his whole council, projected and luckily accomplifh- 
ed’the fcheme of depriving the French of the nor- 
thern fircars fwhofe revenues were computed to a- 
mount to 4.00,0001. a year.; But the compleat fuc- 
cefs of this expedition was owing to the gallant co- 
lonel Ford, by whofe courage and conduit,' fupe- 
rior to any thing that had happened during the 
courfe of the war, the French were totally driven 
out. 'As for the fiege of Patna, which his lordfhij) 
obliged the king’s Ion to raife, every body knows 
that 'this pufillanimous befieger fled at lus ap- 
proach. 

The ether l'urceisr'ui’ expeaYtion of cofonei* 
who intercepted the Dutch in their march toChin- 
fura, was the confluence of colonel Clive taking 

upon 
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upon hintfclt 10 commence hoftilitics againU a na- 
tion, with whom we were at peace, on a fufpicion 
that Meer jaffier, the nabob of h:s creation, had 
encouraged them to come to Bengal. f Indeed, his 
lordfhip fuggefted the danger of an imafion, but 
colonel Ford was charged' with the rifk to oppofe 
it. After the defign of the Dutch had been fro- 
ftrated, by colonel Ford's aifhvity, colonel Clive 
refigned his government to Mr. Howell, and the 
military command to colonel Caillaud, and em- 
barking on board a ffitp in February 1760, armed 
in England in July. 

Had the directors been acquainted, as they have 
been fin ce, with captain Clive’s firft military ex- 
1 ploits, and the lucky circumftances that favoured 
them ; this might have difpenfed with the precious 
token Of their efteem, I mean that fword fee with 
diamonds, ofw'hich his lordfhip boafted, in read- 
ing the’mmutes of the Eaft-India company, with 
the refoK es of their repeated thanks to the felett 
committee of the houfe of commons. When they 
dtfired him to give his confent that his portrait or 
ftature fhould be taken, in order fo Be placed infome 
confpicuous part of the India-houfe, that his emi- 
nent and fignal fervices to the company might be 
ever had in remembrance ; they fhould have beert 
better informed and lefs precipitate, before they 
decreed fuch honours ?o the heaven bom general. 
The revolution a ffefted by his policy, has proved 
fince a difgrace to the Britifh nation. According 
. to his own declaration, Mccr Jaffier proved a trea- 
cherous ally, as he charged the nabob before the 
committee with having invited the Dutch into the 

Bengal 



[ = 59,1 

/ , 

Bengal provinces, and connived at their railing' 
troops in the country. . ' > < 

Colonel Catllaud gave an account of what he 
lcnew ot the tran factions preceding the revolution in 
1760, and what induced him to confent to that re- 
volution. He was called to Bengal 101759, t0 
hke the command of the troops , in the room of 
colonel Clive ; and was informed, that the prince 
(called Shanzadda) was again preparing to enter 
the province of Bahar with a larp;e army, 'and 
joined by fevcral Zemindars of that province who 
had not taken part with him the year before. 
This proves that the revolution effected by the 
arts of colonel Clive and Mr. Watts promifed 
nothing 1 fs than a permanent peace and fecure- 
pofleilion of the new acquifions'in Bengal. 

The nabob of Parnia had taken the held on the 
Eaftern bank of the Ganges ; about half way be- 
tY/cen Patna and Muxadavad and his motives for 
* fo doing were ; the umbrage he had taken at the 
late encroachments of the company, being inclined 
to join the prince, if a favourable opportunity of- 
fered. Colonel Clive judged it therefore expedient 
that he fliould march, with a detachment to Muxa- 
davad, there to wait his arrival and his orders. 
Colonil Call hud fet out from Calcutta m Decem- 
ber, t with the detachment of 300 Europeans,' 50 
artillery, ftX| pieces of .cannon and a battalion of 
feapoys, con fitting of about 1000 men, and arrived 
at Muxadavad the 26th. j On the- 6th of January 
Lord Clive and colonel Ford joined him. Lord 
Clive then introduced him to the nabob, recom- 
mended him to his fricndflaip^ and-defired he would 
repofe all the confidence poffiblc in colonel Cail- 
. lau 1 
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laud, who was well inclined and attached to luY 
intereft. On the 14th Lord Clive and colonel’ 
Ford fet out upon their return. And on the 18th 
he began his march to Patna, joined by the nabob’s 
fon at the head of a large number of cavalry for- 
ces. There was a' great many difficulties inferring 
out the expedition ; the low flare of the nabob's 
treafury obliged him to borrow money, as he could 
get it from the bankers in mortgaging countries 
for it. Colonel Caillaud reached a place oppofite* 
to which the nabob of Parnia was encamped. £ 5 n 
the > 30th, he had not declared his inrentions 
openly ; but (aid, he was ready and willing to obey 
the nabob's orders m everything ; to pay all the 
revenues that tvfcfe due, and to prove himfelf a 
faithful fubjeft and fervant. He was at the head 
of a large body'of troops; and as the affairs of 
Patna were than fituated, it* was dangerous to ha be 
fuch force in his rear, without knowing v> hether he 
could truft them The colonel endeavoured to 
fettle matters between him and the nabob as well 
he could ; he would except of no mediation but 
his ; he would not fee the young nabob, but took 
his fccurity, that if he faithfully difeharged all the 
demands the old nabob had on him for revenues 
due, he would endeavour to get the nabob’s confenc 
that he fhould remain in his command. This kept 
colonel Caillaud feven days, and at this time the 
prince was drawing near Patna. The fubah of 
that province, had a considerable army under his 
command, befides a battalion of our feapoys that 
was left m gatrifon at Patna by lord Clive, who 
joined him upon that occafion, and marchad out 

of 
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of the city with thefe forces. Colonel CniJlatfd re- 
peatedly wrote to him, and preficd him not to come 
to an action but wait his arrival, and had no doubt 
then of luccefs againft the prince/ However, he 
.chofe to follow h‘s own advice ; he engaged the 
prince ; two of his principal jamantdars deferred 
him during the action ; he was totally defeated 
and fevercly wounded : four hundred of our fea- 
poys marched to his affifiance, when he was fur- 
rounded by the enemy, faved him, and were cut 
'to pieces themfelvcs, with three European gentle- 
men, two officers, and one gentleman, a volunteer. 
The remainder of the battalion fecured his retreat 
into Patna, which the ShauzadJa immediately in- 
vefted. The colonel, received the news of his de- 
feat the nth of February, and marched with all 
expedition in’ his power ; fuch as obliged him on 
the 15th to raife the liege of Patna; ar.d on the 
1 2d the two armies met and engaged. The young 
nabob follows quite a contrary dilpofition to that 
colonel Caillaud v. anted him to^make, but he faved 
him in imminent danger, and the enemy was to- 
tally routed. The inftant the engagement was 
over, the young nabob retired to his tent, on ac- 
count of the wounds he had- received. Colonel 
Caillaud requelled and conjured him to give him 
ever fo fmall a body of cavalrv^pnd with his Eu*< 
ropcans and feapoys, fatigued as they were, he 
would do his belt to purfue the enemy, and clear 
the country of them ; he was deaf to all the colo- 
nel's intreaties. The handful of troops he waff at 
the head of, were fatigued beyond mrafure with 
the forced marches he had made, put it quite out 
of his power to purfue the fugitives. •Ec&ksout 
Vol, III. H h ' of 
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of fix pieces of cannon, which he had in the field, 
four broke down during the engagement, and fome 
'lime was necefiary to put thefe carnages in repair. 
At length, he pertuaded the nabob to leave the city 
of Patna on the apth of February, and on the ad 
of March he received advice that the prince was in 
full match for the province of Bengal. He had the 
advantage of a day’s march of the army, as his 
confided almoft entirely of cavalry, unincumbered 
with baggage. On the 7th, colonel Caillaud got 
within ten miles of him \ he marched off in the 
night, and took his way acrofs the mountains, to 
etlter the province of Bengal in another part ; 
a road through which no army before had ever 
marched: how ever, the colonel followed him, and 
on the 4th of April joined the old nabob who was 
in the field. On the 6th, with their united armies, 
they got fo near the prince, that he propofed to the 
nabob to give him a body of Cavalry, and fome 
horfes to affift him in carrying the Europeans, who 
were exhauftcd and fpent \\ith fatigue, and he 
would attack the prince in his camp that night. 
This he would not comply with, and the next day 
he came up however with the rear of their army,* a 
river only dividing them ; he again fent repeated 
meffages to the nabob to beg he would only march 
a body of cavalry jp keep the enemy in play until 
he could come up with his infantry ; but this he 
would never cdnfent to, and the enemy marched 
off unmolefted ; and in two days after took the 
fame round into the province of Bahar. The colo- 
nel concerned for ihe fafety of Patna, which he 
knew was deftitute of troops, detached captain 
Knox, with 200 Europeans, a battalion of feapoys 
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Snd hvd pieces of cannon, to march with all th& 
Expedition he pofiibly could for the relief of Patna* 

If the prince fliould befiege it : he came in time to 
lave the city, on which the prince had made two t 
general alfaults, and was preparing for a third* ~ 
when Captain Knox arrived with fome part of - his 
detachment* and obliged him to raife the fiege a 
fecond time; , Colonel Caillaud remained in camp ( 
With the old nabob and his fqn until the i6th of 
May, when again he marched againft the nabob 
of Parnea, Whom the fubah of Bengal had endea- 
voured to bring back to his duty, which the other 
refufed; and Would comply with none of his terms, 
broke his promife with the colonel* and wasfetting 
out with an intention of joining the prince. On 
the 226 , he again reached Patna, and crofled the 
river there ; but before that happened, captain 
Knotf, whom he had ordered to march from Patna 
acrofs the river, to endeavour to flop the progrefa 
of the nabob of Purnca, fo that he might get up 
with him, had taken a itrong and judicious pofl, 
and was attacked by the nabob’s whole army, and 
maintained his poll with great bravery. 

On the 27th, the colonel came up with the ene- 
iny who had been retreating as fall as they could ; 
the young nabob with his army being two miles in 
the rear J the cannonading began between the two* 
armies ; he foon feized their cannorij diflodged 
them from all their polls, and would have obtained 
a complete vidlory, if the foot could have overtaken 
the cavalry, of which his army was chiefly compo- 
sed; he had none of his own, and the nabob would not 
fend him a (ingle horfeman : they continued pur- 
fuing the nabob of Purnea until the 3d of July j 
i - they 
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they were to have continued their march next day, 
iv hen between one and two o’clock in the morn- 
ing, Pdr. Lufhington came into his tent with a mef- 
fenger, and told the colonel the young nabob was 
dead ; his furprile was beyond e^prefiion, and 
having enquired how the accident happened, he 
was anfwer by a flafli of lightning as he lay on his 
bed: jn a few minutes after his l)uan or prime mi- 
niftercame to the colonel in great diftrefs, alluring 
him that if fbmething was not immediately done, 
the confequence would be the plunder of the camp, 
and the nabob’s troops marching off, whenever 
they thought proper. There was no way 'to pre- 
vent this accident, and the confufion which mull 
follow, but to endeavour to lifcep his death a fecret 
- from the army, in order’to gain time to bring fome 
of the jamantdars of the grtateft confequence, and 
attach them to the intereft of the company. The 
colonel fent for one or two of > thefe he could moft 
confide in, told them the cafe, and requeued as a 
mark of the regard they bad for their old mailer to 
continue faithful in the fcrvice of the old nabob, and 
to bring over by degrees, as many of the other ja- 
mantdars as they could to this way of ‘thinking ; 
he, on his part engaged to ufe all his endeavours 
with the old nabob, that all the arrears of pay 
and all the juft demands they might have, ftiould 
be fettled to their fatisfadbion. It was then 
agreed, that the army fhobld march back towards 
l’atna, and give out that the young nabob was 
ill : this was performed in feven clays, and du- 
ring that time, except the people u ho were in- 
truded with the fecret, the army had no know- 
ledge of the young nabob’s death. 


This 
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This was the conclufion of the colonel’s cam- 
paign, who foort after his arrival at Patna received 
advice of Mr. Vanfittart’s arrival at Calcutta, a*s 
governor. , , ^ 

•Mr. Holvvell who had Succeeded lord Clive in 
the chair, only by virtue of his rank, in ' order of 
fucctfiion ; and the certainty of another governor 
being 'fdon appointed, was known to the whole 
Country ; and of courfe, thht degree of fefpedfc 
which the nabob w'ould have had for a governor 
appointed by the company, was ‘not paid to Mr. 
tlolwell, who adtcd as president in the interim, of 
another’s daily icxpefted. Mr. Hohvell foon fawr 
this and refented it. The nabob’s w eak and Irrefo- 
lute charader gave fhll more difguft to Mr. Hol- 
well, who had too much fenfe to find fault with 
Ins councils and his meafures. He became fenfi- 
ble that this man whom lord Clive had raifed to the 
mifnud to ferv6 his private views, was worfe in e- 
very refpedt than his predecefibr ; ahd wifiied for 
/another revolution. Thus every fubfcquent gover- 
nor of Bengal adtuated by private pique, or dif- 
pleafcd at the public condodt of the nabob’s ap- 
pointed by the companies, thought he had a right 
to change the fyftem of the nabob’s of Bengal’s go- 
vernment, and even to depofe them at pleafure. 
Colonel Caillaud being applied to, as commander 
in chief, to fecontl the defigns 6f Mr. Holwell, 
delivered his fentiments on the fubjedt, with the 
candour and freedom of an honeft man, in the fol- 
lowing terms. 

u Bad as the man may be, whofe caiife we now 
fupport, I cannot be of opinion,* that w e can get 
rid of him for a butter, without running the rifh 

of 1 
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of touch greater inconveniencies, attending on fucfi 
a change, than thofe we now labour under. I pre- 
fume the eftablifhtng tranquility in thefe provinces, 
would reftore to us all the advantages of trade we 
could with for, the profit and honour of our em- 
ployers ; and I think, we bid fair to bring that 
tranquihtity about by our prefent influence over the 
fubah, and by fupporting him, than by any change 
which can be made. No new revolution can take 
place without a certainty of troubles, and a revolu- 
tion will certainly be the confequence, whenever we 
withdraw our prote&ion from the fubah. We 
cannot in prudence neither, I believe, leave this re< 
volution to chance ; we mult in fome degree be 
inftrumental to bringing it about ; in fuch a cafe 
it is very poflible we may raifea man to the digni- 
ty, juft as unfit to govern, as little to be depended 
upon, and in fliort, as great a rogue as our nabob } 
but, perhaps not fo great a coward, not fa. great a 
fool, and of confequence much more difficulty to 
manage. 

As to the injuftice of fupporting this man on ac- 
count of his cruelties, oppreffions, and his being 
detefted m his government ; I fee fo little chance 
in this blefied country of finding a man endued with 
the oppofite virtues, that I think we may put up 
with thefe vices, with which we have no concern, if 
in other matters we find him fitteft for our pur- 
pofe. 

As to his breach of his treaty, by introducing 
the Dutch laft year,^ this I believe cannot admit a 
doubt. Colonel Clive before he left the country^ 
feemed to excufe what was fufpicious in his conduft 
in that affair, by giving out, it proceeded *iot from 

a&ual 
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a&ual guilt, but from the timidity of his nature, 
Rut if we ft ill fufpeft him from further circumftanr 
ces, we always have it in our power to put it to 
the teft: at once, by making him adt as he ought, 

» hether he will or no. 

With regard to drawing our fwords againft: the 
lawful prince of the country, no man can more pity 
his misfortune than I have done, nor would any one 
be more willing and happy to be inftrumental in 
a (Tiding him to recover his juft right. But, fuch a 
plan, is not the thought of a day, nor. the execution 
of it the work of a few mopths ; 'there is a power- 
ful party fttll remaining : the vizier with the Ma- 
ratta’s and Jutes, whonotwithftanding theconftant 
fuccefs of Abdallah againft them, (till make head 
againft him, and fuch are their resources and their 
numbers, that I believe they will at Iafi: oblige the 
Paian*s to leave the country ; for though they ca'n- 
not beat them fairly out of the field, they bid fair 
to ftarve them out of the country. 

You have no doubt received advice from Mr. 
Haftings, that Adallah has. fent orders to the fe- 
veral powers, to acknowledge the'prince, king of 
Hindoftan, by the name of. Shah Allum ; rupees - 
are (truck by his order at Banaras and Lacknow, 
in that name ; orders are alfo given to Sujah Dow- 
Jah, to accept the poft of vizier ; and our nabob 
has got, it is laid, inftrudtions . to acknowledge 
him, and pay him the obeifance due to the king of 
kings,' as he is (tiled. 

< If wc were perfectly fure Abdallah would remain^ 
as he fays, unid he faw the prince well fixed on the 
throne, and the peace and tranquility of the coun- 
try reftored j wc might, I think, all join together, 

• be 
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be a match for the Marat ms ; but we mud bd well 
allured that Abdallah will heartily engage, and 
\yhen engaged in the caufe, will firmly fupport ; 
for fhould his appointment of his be more fas it is 
pofliblc) than a tmtfhmg ft rake to end his expedi- 
tion with the eclat of having given us a mogul, and 
when a certain number of the country powers had 
entered into the alliance, he fiioukl think of a re- 
turn to his own country, and leave us to fight 
It out with the other contending party: I fear the 
vizier and the Mara ttas would be too ftrong for 
thofc who remained of the alliance, fuppofing them 
to be the Rucltah's, with Sujah Doyvlah and the 
nabob of Bengal. However, fuppofing all this 
ihould take place, why could this not be done with 
our nabob in our hand, ftiU his friends and his pro- 
tettors ? 

The rains will give us time to negotiate, to fee 
we go on furc grounds, and make fuch a plan of 
the alliance as will do us honour, and be an advan- 
tage to our country and our employers. But let us 
not abandon the nabqb. Befides the rqafons I havd 
urged above, one more Hill remains, which I 
.believe will have fome weight, and make us cau- 
tious how, we attempt, without very ftrongand ur- 
gent reafems, any change in the prefent fyltem. 

< The caufe which firft>gave rife to the prefent 
fhire of influence, which we enjoy in this p 3 rt of 
the mogul empire is well known. A juft refenti 
ment for injuries received, was the firft motive 
which induced 11s to make a trial of our ftrenmh ; 
our fuc cedes enlarged our view's, arid made us 
chearfully, embrace all opportunities of increafing 

that 
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ttiat mtereftand influence,' both oh account of the* 
advantages^which accrued from it % to the honoura- 
ble company ; as likettife, the hopes that it mighty 
in time prove a fource of benefit and riches to our 
country: fuch were, Ibelie\e, the motives of the 
honourable company, when they folicited and ob- 
tained colonel Coote’s regiment from the gbvern- 
tnent ; and fuch, 1 am certain, is the plan: which 
the colonel propofes on his .return to purfue and to 
iupport, in hopes to convince the miniftry, and 
the company, as he is convinced himfelf, that if 
they pleafe tofupport his project, it will prove of the 
greateH: advantage to the public. 

All we can wifli to dols, not to fuffer the nabob 
to impofe on' us, and to check every beginning of 
an independence he may endeavour to aflume. I 
think, we muft put an end to our fighting fyftem, 
and talk coolly on affairs, &c.” 

However, colonel Caillaud approved in Septem- 
ber a revolution, which he had difapproved^in 
May, and the motives of this feeming tnconfiften- 
cy , w ere, that the prefident of Beng&l could net 
preferve the afeendency which lord Clive had over 
the nabob,? which flowed from the fenfe of the fa- 
vours he had received from hts maker. He decla- 
red, he had put off by delays, and fometimes with 
reafons every change of fyftem in the nabob's go- 
vernment, which though he adopted Mr. Holw ell’s 
plan in his mind, yet he was defirous to wait till 
the arrival of a permanent governor. That till 
then, he thought of nothing but temporary expe- 
dients^ formed tn tharhu} and. tn rhr_ tojojwu >Tbar. 
the extraordinary death of the nabob's fon had 
Vol. III. Ii mad© 



t *c>°vT 

'made a ^ great change in, the fitnatibn oF affairs in’ ‘ 
that country. * TJie confidence he had in Mr. Van-, 
fittart’s abilities and judgment,' made.him without 
reluctance adopt his plan j he knew his motives, 
they were honeft and difinterefled as to himfelf ; 
honourable and advantageous to his ' employers, 
and fueh as the necefiity of the times, the particu- 
lar fituation at Bengal, .the general ftate of the' 
company’s affairs throughout India, vindicated in • 
his opinion. He declared before the committee of - 
the houfe of commons, being afked, whether twen-’ 
ty lack or any other funrwas flipulated for. bring-' 
ing about that revolution ;'thac the night Cofiim 
-Ally’ Khan figned the articles, for accepting the 
management Of the affairs in Bengal, "’under Jaffier 
Aify Khan,- fin the prefence, as he believed of M r. 
Vanfittart, Mr. Sumner, 'Mr. Holuell and Him- 
fclf) the hew vice-nabob,' after exprefling the ma- 
ny obligations he had for our intended good offices 
in his favour, tendered a paper to Mr. Vanfittarr, 
which as this gentleman interpreted, contained a 
note for 20 lacks of rupees, payable to the gentle-’ 
men then prefent, who all concurred in’ defiring 
* Mr. -Vanik tart, ’ agreeable to the fame .difintereft- 
ednefs he had profcfTed, to return that paper to 
Cofiim Ally Khan ; celling him, that he rmioolc 
their motives for his advancement. < He' prefled on 
■ Mr. Vanfittart again the acceptance of the paper, 
tfclling him, that if they continued to refufe- that 
favour, he fhould fear that the gentlemen prefent 
were not well plea fed with the appointment. -Mr.’ 
Vanfittart, who knew his own motives, as well as 
thofe of the gentlemen in the committee, told Cofiim 
Ally Kfiawn," returning him the paper again, 

*‘ When 
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4{ When you' have paid off all arrears due to tra 
company, to your own troops; that the peace df 
this country is Retried, and that your own treafury 
is full j if then you think proper to rriak? us any 
acknowledgment for^the icrvices now done you, 
>ve /hall not then be unwilling to accept fuch mirks, 
■as you will be pleafed to’ give us of your friend- 
/hip.” ThiTafTair ended there,’ and colonel Caij- 
Jaud declared Solemnly -upon his honour, there was 
no fiipulattons,' no partition treaty, or any thing 
of the land 'mentioned’ then or after, to -his know- 
ledge, of that tranfattion. ? ‘ J 

Colonel Caijlaud laid, he little expcdled after 
thirteen years femes in that country, and nirife Of 
them in the field ; that the little fortune he made, 
-fhould become the obje’dt of fo public an enquiry’; 
but, he was happy to meet this enquiry! more than 
’half way, and the more fo, in th'is'particujar poinf ; 
as perhaps it may give him an opportunity of doing 
juftice to the memory of the man from whom he 
received fingular favours, meaning Mr. Vanfittarl, 
•who conferred them with his ufual delicacy and g£- 
.nerofity ; fo that he knew not but to this minute, 
tile fum he received upon the occafion, and th’at He 
’was willing and ready to declare, 'may be charged 
to his account. 

After Cofiim Ally Khan was placed in the go- 
vernment, he went up to the army at Patna, came 
down again, embarked for the coaft in January 
remained there a year and an half, and 
coming back to Calcutta, called there upon extra- 
ordinary bufinef6. In G&ober, 1762, Mrl Van- 
fittart men going to Monghyr, told the colonel, 
** If i am happy enough to fettle with the nabob 

the 
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the •unfortunate differences that have fubfifted be- 
tween him and my council, and, that I cap with 
propriety remind him of the fervices, you jointly 
did him ; I (hall certainly endeavour \o fervc you.? 
Mr. Yanfittart went up to Monghyr, and embark- 
ed on board a (hip for' Europe in the jear 1 763, 
Colonel Caillaud received an account current from 
Mr Vanfittait, in which he found credit for two 
lack of rupees, unfohcited as -he had mentioned 
before, and much beyond his expectations ; and 
this, upon his honour, was the whole fie Received 
dirtftly or indirectly upon that occafion ; fo little 
was money his object or thought, that he never en- 
quired or knew w lT»t others might have got upon 
the fame occafion; and, that if money had been his 
objeift, he fbouldhave been more curious in his in- 
quiries. It is not dated in the account from Mr. 
Vanfittart, from whom the two lack came, but he 
fuppofed from Cofiim. He fold Coflim took pof- 
ftffim of the boufe and efifetts of Mcer Jafficr, 
after Jafiler had taken out every thing that he 
wanted. It appears that Meer Jafiicr rather than 
confcnt to the terms propofed, fen; for Coflim, and 
gave up the government to him immediately. 

A member of the houfe being peefent, detired to 
acquaint the committee, that he was chairman of 
;he company at that time, and was the principal 
caufe of colonel Caillaud’s coming home, in order 
to do judice to a charaftcr he entertained a high 
opinion of ; that the court of directors entered into 
a minute enquiry, v hen he was unanimoufly acquit- 
ted, and returned to India with higher honours. 

Mr. Sumner dated his reafons for aflenting as a 
member of the (elect committee, to the mcafute of 

* depo- 
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pofihg Meet JafHer, and placing Coffim shy Khan 
pn the Milnud ; and laid, that without infilling 
on the public treaty on the part . of Meer 
Jaffier, in the inftance of the- Dutch inwafion, and 
the many other doubtful parts of his cohduCt,' the 
irregularities of his private life, or the Crimes and 
cruelties with which he was charged ;he would relt 
fhfi rcafohs for lus conduit on the necefiuy of) the 
reformation, from the extreme difficulties and im« 
ninent dansers, the affairs of the company, as well 
is thole of the ftate were reduced to by rh£ jealoufies, 
indolence and inactivity of the nabob Meer Jafiler, 
and the bad ad mint ft rat ion and corruption of his 
minifters, in the collection and diflipat'on of the 
revenues ; and adding tp thefe, the inteTtme trou- 
bles through the whole country, he wa* of opinion, 
and ftftl continued firm in the fame, that it would 
have been impofijble to have fupported thfr fyftcm 
of government ihen eftabhfhed two months longer, 
and that embarked as they were with M e cr Jaffier 
they muft have inevitably fhared in his ruin. Mr. 
Sumner wifhed to havejt underftood, th 3 * when the 
committee firft entered into negotiation "ith Meer 
Coffim, the only idea was reformation in themimf- 
«y ; not a tevolution in the government, and that 
U was the unexpected obftinacy'of Meer Jaffier 
alone, not an original defign of the committee, 
that placed Meer Coffim op the Mifnud ; that -he 
believed it was a circumftance as little thought of tyr 
"Mr. Vanfitart as by himfelf, when he left Calcutta, 
/On.his vifit to the nabob, for the purpufe of tliofe 
reformations ; but, he readily admitted the neceffity 
of the fubfequent change made by Mr* Vanfitart, 
every part ot which, from his intimate knowledge 
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of the man, he gave the fulleft credit to. He ret 
peated,' that he was and Hill remained of opinion, 
that the deftruftion of Meer Jaffier’s government 
jwade the intended reformation neccfiaty, and 'hav- 
ing gone full lengths, there was no room for reced- 
ing ; and thar ? on the whole,- he flattered himfelf 
when all matters were duly weighed, his conduct 
•woulcUtend juflified in the opinion of every candid 
jind impartial man, whether he was confidered as a 
fubjeft of this kingdom, or as an immediate fervant 
pf the company. . 

The Dutch being alarmed at the daily encroach- 
ments’ of the Englilh company, and forefeeing the 
precarioufnefs of their ellablilhments on the Coro- 
( mandel coall, Should the pabobs of Bengal be re- 
duced to the flare of abjection* they have been of 
late years brought to-, Mr. Bifdom, ,dire£tor of 
Chinfura, wrote ro the jiabob Jaffier Ally Khan 
divers letters, the fubflance of which, is a* follows: 

l{ Our fcttlcment was eftabbfhed here long before 
the Englifh, and ether nations entered this kingdom, 
of which we were eye-w itneffes. Our power was 
then greater, as well as our trade ; bur now we per- 
ceive, tliat both our power, intereft, and wealth are 
loll, whilfl: that of other nations daily increafe. In 
this cafe, what couife have we left ? our dilhonour 
and ihame is almoft inevitable. 

For this reafon, and for the fecurity of our 
poflefiions, as well as for the fervice of your excel- 
lency, I have fent for troops into this country : 
you are our mailer and fovereign, and therefore I 
hope for your protedlion, and wait your order to 
bring our troops to this place. I beg to obferve, 
that nothing -but the law of the ftrongefl could pre- 
vent 
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tent the Dutch from fending reinforcements tc> 
Chmfura, as the e^ent (hewed it, afid they ac- 
knowledged no other fovereignsthan the nabobs of 
Bengal, confequently *they had the fame right as 
the hnghfli to augment the garrifons of their efta- 
bhlhment for their fccurity, and lord Clive took 
upon himfilf to oppofe them by military force in 
open violation of the peace bettt ixt the two nations. 
However, it fee ms that even Meer Jaffier himfelf, 
the creature of lord Clive, did befriend the Dutch 
in fecret, 3nd was more apprehenfive of the Eng- 
lifh po\ er, than of a Dutch invifion 

As our nation, continued the Dutch director. Jus 
always oeen encouraged by the favour of your ex-* 
cellency, and more particularly from that time* 
when having a favourable regard to our company's 
bufinefs, you repeatedly aflured our chief of 
Caflimbozar, of your attacliment , conficlering 
thefc ctrcumftan^es, I was extremely furpnfed, that 
your excellency during your refidence at Calcutta 
entered into an agreement, that you would ftrength- 
cn the fort of Mafia Tcnna, in order to prevent the 
Dutch from coming this way, and alfo give a note 
ta the Englilh, directing them to oppofe the ’com- 
ing up of our army. All thefe things confldered, 
itleems plain to us, that your excellcecv did not 
enter into the agreement, or gave this order from 
any ill opinion of us, but it is all to be imputed to 
the overbearing and rapacious fpint of the Lnglifh 
but, if any one enters mtp an agreement through 
force or diftrefs, and afterwards does not abide by 
it, he will (land juftified by the lav. s of God and 
man, particularly the governor of a kingdom, 
v ho wifhes for nothing elfe, but the good ofh s coun- 
try 
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\fy and the prosperity of his people. I am therd J 
fore in hopes, through your juftice and favour, thaC 
you will recede from your agreement and order, and 
that we fhall obtain an order ^rom your excellency,- 
for bringing up of our army ; and alfoj that a posi- 
tive order may be given to the Enghfti on no ac- 
count to moleft them ; for we fent for the faid 
army into this country, in confequence of your 
direction. The king's revenues are greatly de-* 
trimented, and the country almoft ruined* and of 
this you can only look upon the Englilh as the 
foie caufe. Our nation formerly brought confi- 
derable fums' , of money into this kingdom^ and 
did not carrv any ; and now the Englilh are fo 
powerful, that no trade can be carried on by us, 1 
for which rcafon no money now arrives, and the 
Englilh yearly remit confiderable films. By this 
means the. revenues of the country are greatly 
decreafed, and therefore how will you be able, 
without great difficulty, to maintain your forces > 
and when your enemies come upon you, you will 
not then be capable of oppofing them : this time ' 
if you will favour the company they will ever be 
at yqur command, and your prefent anxiety and 
uneafinefs may be removed. Your excellency* 
cannot rake a better flep, and I hope’ you will 
take this into your favourable and ferious confi- 
deration,- and return me a ptoper anfwer. 

The troops were brought here for the fecurity 
of the fhips : this I acquainted your excellency 
of feveral times. During their flay in camp, they 
molefted no man, nor had any difturbances with 
the country people : thisalfo you are well allured 
oi > it. was. tfovy: toj yttGMivw. nh/yy ftgbx. 
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blit the Englifh hoifted Moors colours, and Imme- 
diately came down upon them, and a battle en- , 
fued. I was defirous that feme advantage ihoukl 
arife to the riots from the fa!e of the goods' when 
they were brought up; and intended to have landed 
on board the Ihips, the falt-petre and other goods 
that were bought, and with the people that came 
here, difpatch them to Europe; but the Englifh 
would not permit the boats to pafs I am v, illing 
to aft up to our agreement* and hope your excel- 
lency will adhere to it alfo : m this we entirely de- 
pend on your favour. The company have for a 
long time carried on trade here ; and therefore 
earneftlydefirc you will continue to them your fa- 
vour and protection, as tve are.not able of ourielv es 
to root out our enemies.” v ' 

Indeed the nabob of Bengal was bound by the 
fecond article of the treaty, to prevent any fhips or 
troops of the Dutch coming into Bengal, and cer- 
tainly the Dutch would have afted as our enemtes 
had they bee r\ permitted to introduce feven or eight 
hundred Europeans : the pretended hofUHee* were 
but rcprifals for the injtrrtes they had received from 
the Englifh company. The (Irength of the Dutch 
before that operation, in all their factories amounted 
to about 150 military men, which was not fuffi- 
cicnt to proteft them. 

In the courfe of the examination before the feieft: 
committee appointed bv the houfe of commons, in 
regard to prefents received by the company's fer- 
vants at the' revolution, which placed Coffim Ally 
Khan on the.Mifnud ; Mr. Sumner confirmed in 
his depofnion Mr. Van Kuan's difintereftednefsj 
the uitnefs declared the caufe of his difmiffion 
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from the company's fen ice, was his having figocd 
a letter to the court of dirt&ors, as one of their 
council among many others, wherein they expoftu- 
latcd on what they thonght harfii and undelened 
treatment ; that this letter gave the directors fuch 
umbrage, that every man m India who had figned 
it, was dlfmifled w ithout the kaft regard to the 
merits or length of their fervkes. 

Several months after Co film’s eftabh foment, 
Coja Petrufe, the nabob’s agent in Calcutta, pre- 
fented Mr. Sumner in the name of the nabob, with 
io,oool from the time of his difmifiion, to his 
leaving Bengal. The 20th of January 1762, he 
received further, and in the like manner at difftr- 
ent times the fumof i8,oool. '1 his was a free and 
voluntarv gift, as by far the largetf part of the 
prefent was received after his difmifiion Mr. 
Sumner cqnfidered the tranfadlion fionourab^, and 
never made a fecret of it Mr. Hdlwell who was # 
of tbecourcil, received two lack and 70,000 ru- 
pees , Mr. Mac Guire one lack and 80,000 ; Mr. 
Culling Smith one lack and 34,000 , Major Yorhe, 
who commanded the detachment immediately at- 
tendant on Meer Coffim, onb lack and 34,000'. 
It was not known, whether Mr. Vanfittart received 
an) thing, as he had declined receiving the nabob’s 
firit offer on account of the exigencies of the (late 
which were prtfling, and had declared to Cofiim r 
tint if when the company was fettled, he feund 
himfelf in a fuuatton 10 gratify his fricnos as he 
thought proper, he would for his part, under luch 
eircumttanct', freely accept any token of l ■<; re- 
gard, and iuppofed the other gentleman \ odd do 
the fame. Indeed, conlidering iliac prtfems are 
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received indiferiminately in India, and that felf- 
intereft u the only 'motive of actions there ; Mr* 
Vanfittart’s generous refufal on this occafion cannot 
be too much commended. *■ 

As Meer Jaffier at the time of the .revolution, 
had not dtfeharged his debt incurred by his treaty 
with the company m 1757, a balance remained 
due, for which when the alignments in the Burd- 
wan country were given up, the company received 
jewels and other effects, which were confidered as 
full {ecurity, not as payment. 

It feems the nabob Cofiim Ally Khan, had fuller- 
ed much uneafinefs by Mr. Vanfittart’s refufal of 
the obligation of 20 lack of rupees, and faid,’ he 
apprehended Mr. Vanfittatt and^the council were 
not fo much his friends as’he wi*hed , upon which, 
Mr Vanfitcart gave him the ftrongsft afiurance of 
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out foundation, for he always feemed ready to 
come to a fair and equitable account. The gover- 
nor and council thought proper afterwards to giva 
Contrary dnt&ions ufpefting that unfoitunate man. 
Whillt major Carnac was at the head of the com- 
pany's force*, refufed ablolutcly, for reafons bet- 
ter known to himfelf, to obey fuch orders, alledg- 
ing this was a dtlhonourable net to deliver this man 
to his enemy. 

Colonel Coote having fuccecded major Carnac 
in the command of the army, purfued the fame 
meaiures with refpeft to Ramnarain The colonel 
gav e his opinion of his difapproval of the revolt!-, 
non in favour of Cofiim, as a meafure he thought 
would be productive of the lofs of the reputation of 
all perfons concerned in it. 

Upon colonel Coote’s arrival in Bengal, he found 
there two different parties of the council ; the one 
that had formed the revolution, and the other that 
difapproicd of it, and as the affair had happened, 
however unfortunate, he thought it might prove, 
he made it his bufinefs to endeavour to reconcile 
the two parties, with a refolution at- that time, not 
to interfere in any matter Of bufinefs or politics, 
where he thought no honour was to be gained. 
However, he U'as over perfuaded by Mr. Vanfit- 
tart and the other gentlemen of his party, fas a 
meafure which they imagined would be of great 
fervicc to the company) to go up to the army at 
Patna j accordingly, he delired they wOuld give 
-him inflrudtions to proceed by. It plainly appears 
by them. That the governor and council had two 
qbjrdtsjn view in fendirg him there ; one was the 
fixing a plan of operation upon the fyppofition that 
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they (bould be able to conduct the Mogul tb Dehly ; 
rhe other to fecure and protett Jlamnarain in the 
province of Patna. Upon his arrival at Patna, he 
applied with the clofeft. attention to the bufinels 
upon which Jie was fent there, and jnformed the 
Shawzadda of the fentiments of the board towards 
him; and the defire the Knglifh had toaflift him' to 
the utmoftof their pov.er, which’ he feemed very 
l’enfible of, and very defirous of having ; ac the 
fame time, de firing that he itright be proclaimed and 
acknowledged by us, as he had been by different 
powers in Indollan the Shawzadda thought it 
very extraordinary, that where he himfetf refided, 
there he was not acknowledged. Colonel Coote in- 
formed Uamnarain, that he had orders from the 
governor and council to protedt him, provided he 
would fettle his accounts with tho nabob, and there- 
fore defired him immediately to 'fet about it, in- 
forming the nabob of the fame. During thefe tran- 
faftions the colonel received a letter, from the 
board recommending it to .him to proclaim the 
•* king : he found that an immediate compliance to 
this requeft, might prove of fatal confequencc to 
the nabob, and to the company at that time ; for 
he had given away feveralof the beft provinces to 
different people that belonged to him, particularly 
Purnea ; .he therefore thought it, to the beft of his 
judgment, ,for the advantage of the company-and 
the nabob, as it was the prince’s inclination to let 
him go to Sujah Dowiah ; at the fame time he had 
got the nabob tb confent tcv that m’eafure, ana to 
pay a vifit with him to the prince ; that it was 
~ thought advUeable, both by the nabob and feveral 
of the company’s fervants who \\ ere prclenr* that 
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the nabob for himfc.f, anti colonel Code on -b:- 
lulf of the Lnglifli, rtioultl com the (jccis, anil 
ichtiow ledge him Mogul on tie day that he 
il oulcl pifs the boundary of the province, this 
he fein-cd la ii icj with, in l it was agr*- I, tlu* 
.rajor C*rnac with part of the arrtiy Hiou d ofcorc 
lun , the major in for mi ig c< linel Lot u , in pro* 
p*r time of the day he fhouU join Sujalt DowL!?, 
in order that the might Keep his propjile , the na- 
bob content mg entirely to nil this matter; and 
at the fame time agreed, tint if they prafecutcd 
the expedition, ai d fettled matters with Sujah 
Dowlah, that he would advance the ten hek to- 
wards the payment of the company’s forces 1 he 
king v as but a few days gone, s hen the nabob 
feemed to aher his fentiments entirely, with re- 
•gard to the promifes he had made, and tutneJ his 
thoughts towards the feting of Ilemnaram, for 
v h eh, tr colonel Cootc would give him up, he 
offered himfeven lack and a half of rupees, and 
whatever he plcafcd to the gentlemen of his f" 
mdy , this, the Colonel comnumicitcd by letter to 
the governor and council. The nabob finding he 
could not gam his point, with regard to Kamna- 
rain , then thought it neceffary to write the gover- 
nor, Mr. VanGtam, the mod Icatuhlous inve&ifes 
md filfc accufations agamlt the colonel, and was 
de ermined, that he would not declare the king , 
the) had both given thetr words of honour for do 
rng ic *1 he nabob had then a l^rgc army encamp 
ed on the. ouefide of Patna Colonel Coote was in 
the city and from the detachment winch he had 
made, and v hich were lent for, the coll-dtion ot 
the revenues with major Carnac , ha had npt then 
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under his command above r 50 European', 70 of 
v hich were in the hofpitais, and about 300 feapojs; 
he was with this force to prottft Ramnaram, the 
city, and 10 defend his own honour. The nabob 
knowing hU weaknefs, thought it a proper oppor- 
tunity to get poflefilon of the city. He applied to' 
the colonel for leave to come into the fort of the 
city, the day before the Mogul was to be proclaim- 
ed ; to which colonel Coote agreed, and he feemed 
thoroughly fatisfied, provided he only brought in 
the attendants about his perfon ; this he confented 
to : the night, before^ the Mogul was to be pro- 
claimed the nabob, fent the colonel word, that he 
would not proclaim him, nor come into the city, 
unleis he had the gates delivered up to him, which 
he would by no means confcnt to ; at the fame time, 
the colonel informed him, that he had given his 
honour for declaring the Mogul on fuch a day, 
and that he would have the ceremony performed m 
the city, which would not appear proper in the 
ctes of the country, as he was fubah of the pro- 
vince, and begged to have a conference upon the 
Jubjedt, which the nabob declined ; the colonel 
was informed by hisfpies, that that very night the 
nabob’s camp was all in motion, and his artillery 
brought towards the city. ' 

Colonel Coote fent next morning to one of Jus 
chief mmifters, to learn the rcafon of fuch a move- 
ment, and the meaning of the nabob, which he 
told him was done by Coja Gregery, who was his 
hi ad general ; and he was not afraid to fay, at the 
Durbar that it would be. of uufctuef. 

Finding the next night the fame movements and 
diflurbances in his camp, the colonel, thought it 

necef- 
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necefiary to go the next morning itimfeif, and to' 
fee him if poflible; Accordingly, he ordered a com- 
pany of feapoys and a troop of thirty horfemcn, 
to get themfelres in readinefs by fix in the morn- 
ing, at which hour he fent Mr. Watt’s to. inform 
the nabob of the colonel’s coming. It was feven 
before he arrived at his tent, afid Mr. Watts in- 
formed him, that the nabob was not to be feen ; he' 
had fent to him, but had not feen him : he went 
into the out r tent, taking pi flols in his hands for 
his own fecurity and fat down there till he fhould 
hear farther ; as it is a cutlom in India, when they 
mean ill to a perlbn that vtfits them in camp, to 
cut the teht cords, and let the tent fall on the per- 
fon they mean to deltroy ; colonel Cootc defired 
captatn Ifer to place two of the troopers round the 
tent^ to prevent any mifehief of that kind, and 
t finding the nabob would no: fee him, he rode an ay, 
and left Mr. Watts to inform him of his bu Gnefs : 
this the nabob reprefented to the governor and 
council, as a grievous infulr, for which- the colonel 
received fevere letters from the board, add at his 
return to Calcutta, he defired a drift enquiry might 
be made, which was done, being honourably ac- 
quitted of the nabobs falfe imputations. The co- 
lonel had been ordered to withdraw th'e protection 
from,Raranarain, which he did accordingly ; he 
was foon after murdered and his treafure feized. 

Colonel Munro’s depofition before the feleft 
committee appointed by the houfe of commons, 
coincides perfectly with this excellent officer’s c ha- 
rafter and reputation, as a man of great honour and 
veracity, a great dtfeiplinarian, whole military 
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fkittand and 11& joined to a cool intrepidity quel- 
led the mutinous tpirit of the army, which he led 
afterwards tn victory. His evidence extremely in- 
tcrefting in every particular is in fubflance as fol- 
lows ; 

“He was in April 1764, under the kind’s orders, 
from his majefly’s fecretaries of date and war, to 
return to Europe, with fuch of his m3je{ty , 5 troops 
as did not chufc to enlift iqto the company’s fer- 
vice ; but, before he embarked for Europe, two ex- 
p re fits arrived from Bengal, acquainting the gover- 
nor and counctl at Bombay, that Sujah Dowlalt and 
Coflim Ally Khan had marched into the province* 
of Bengal at the head of 60,000 men. Major 
Adams who commanded the army was dead ; that 
the fcttlcmcnt'of Calcutta was in the utmoll con- 
ftemation, and the company’s affairs in the utmoft 
danger ; they therefore requeued that the gover- 
nor and council would apply to him to go round 
immediately to take the command of the army with 
his majefly’s troops, and as many as could be 1 pared 
from the pfefidcncy of^Bombay. As his majefty’s 
intention in fending out troops to India, was toaflift 
and'defend thecompanyin their different fettlcments, 
he complied with thcrcqueft,andarrived atCalcutta 
with his maj?fty’s troops, and a detachment from 
Bombay fome time in May. Mr. Vaqfittart who was 
then governor, acquainted him, that the army un- 
der the command of major Carnac had b.*en upon 
the defenfive, fince the death of major Adams; and 
Sujah Dowlah, with ‘his army having invaded the 
province ; he retreated before the enemy. Mr, 
Vanfittart requeued colonel Munro to join with the 
troops He had carried f«-em Bombay, to join the ar- 
my who were in cantonment at Patna, and take 
Vcm. III. X, 1 t h c 
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the command of them. He found the army, Eu- 
ropeans as well as fe2poys mutinous, deferring to 
the enemy, threatening to carry off their officers, 
demanding an augmentation of pay and Urge fums 
of money, which they faid had been promifed 
them by the nabob : and ditobedient to all ordf?r, 
400 of the Europeans had gone off in a body, and 
joined the enemy fome time before he joined the 
army. This being th p fittiation the army was in, 
he fully determined to endeavour, to conquer that 
mutinous difpofition in them, before he would at- 
tempt to conquer the enemy. He accordingly 
went with a detachment of the king and company’s 
Europeans from Patna, with four pieces of artille- 
ry to Chippera, one of the cantonments. The very 
day the colonel arrived, a whole battalion of fra* 
pays with their arms and accoutrements, went off 
to join the enemy. He immediately detached a* 
bout 100 Europeans,- and a battalion of feapoys, 
whofe officers told him, they thought they could 
depend uponr them not to deferr, with’ two field 
pieces, to efideavour to come, up with the defer ter s; 
and bring them back" to him ; the detachment 
came up with them in the night time, found them 
afleep, took them prifoners, anti carried them back 
to Chippera. The officer who commanded the. de- 
tachment fent him an exprefs, acquainting him with 
the hour he would arrive at^Chippera \uth the pri- 
loners. The colonel was ready to receive them 
with thff troops under arms ; upon their arrival, at 
Chippbra, he immediately ordered their officers to 
pick him out fifty of the men of the worft charac- 
ters, and who they thought might have enticed the 
’tarnation to dclert 'to thc enemy ; they did ,pick 
out fifty, he defired thcm’to pick him out twenty- 



„ ' C .-^7 1 

foiir men of [hofi: fifty of the worft characters j lie 
immediately ordered a field court-martial to bci 
held hy their own black officers, and after repre-* 
finting ro the officers the heinous crime the battaJ 
lionhad been guilty of, defired they would imme- 
diately hnng him their fentence ; they found them 
guilty oT mutiny and dtfertion, fentenced them to 
iuficr death, and left the manner to him* Colo- 
nel Munro ordered immediately four of the twenty- 
■four to bcued to the guns, and the nrtilfcry-om-< 
cers to prepare to blow them away. There was a 
temarltabte circumftance, four grenadiers repre- 
fented as they always had the poft of honour, 
thought they were entitled to be firft blown away; 
the four battalion-men were untied from the guns, 
and the four grenadiers tied and blown away ; up- 
on which the European officers of the battalions of 
feapoys, who were then in the field, came and told 
him, that the fcapoys would not fuffet any more 
of the men to be blown a way* He ordered the 
artillery officers to load the four field pieces with 
grape ihot, and draw up the Europeans with the 
guns in their intervals ; defired the officers U) re J 
turn at the heads of their battalions ; ordered them 
immediately to ground theit* arms, and if one 1 of 
them attempted to move, he would gi\c orders to 
fire upon them, and treat them the fame as if they 
were Serajah Dowlah’s army. They did ground 
their arms, and did not attempt to take them flip 
again, upon which he ordered firteen more of the 
twenty-tour to be tied ro’the guns by force, and 
blown away the fame as the firft, which was done* 
He immediately ordered the other four to be car- 
ried to a cantonment, where there had been a defec- 
tion of the ieipoys fome time before,^ with pofmveJ 
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orders to the commanding officer at that cantont 
xncnt to blow them away in the fame manner a* 
the guns, which was accordingly done, and which 
put an end to the mutiny and defemon. 

The colonel took the field after the rains, and 
fixed the 15th of September for the rendezvous of 
the troops from their different cantonments. A 
couple of days before the army marched, he had 
intelligence that the enemy had advanced fcveral 
parties of horfe, and had thrown up fome bread- 
th orks on the banks of the Soane, to impede the 
crofting of the troops. He ordered Major Cham- 
pion ivith a detachment and four held pieces, to 
march, and crofs, the Soane, fome miles below 
where the army was to croft : after fixing w ilh him 
the hour and day that he intended to arnre at the 
Soane with the army ; the colonel defired that he 
might be at that time on the other fide, and endea- 
vour to diflodge the enemy, ;ind cover the landing 
of the troops. He was lo .punctual in executing 
his orders, that he began to fire upon the enemy 
juft as the van of the army appeared upon the banks 
of the Soane, ^and foon diflodged them, by which 
means the whole army in four hours was landed on 
the other fide, without the leaft molefiation. The 
colonel continued to march pn towards Buxar, 
where the enemy uas. . The kill t« o or three days 
the line of march was a good deal ha r rafted by the 
enemy’s cavalry, fo much, that two ferjcants > and 
fix or feven men of the advanced guard were kil- 
led. On the 2 2d of O&obcr, he arrived at Buxar, 
and encamped with the army juft without, range of 
the enemy's fhot ; and upon Colonel Munro’s go- 
ing to reconnoitre their filiation with fome of the 
field officers, he found the 'greateft part of them 
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r entrenched, with the Ganges upon their left, and 
the fort, or village of Buxar, on their rear , he in- 
tended to hai c attached their camp about one or two 
m the morning of the 23d, and fenc out fpies to 
bring him fome intelligence, to know whether' he 
could bring his artillery on the right of their camp, 
refolding nor to attack them on their left, that he 

■"might have a better chance todrne the enemy in- 
to the Ganges, he hhewife wanted to know, in u hat 
part of their encampment the force of their artil- 
lery lay, and where the tizier and Coflim Ally 
Khan’s tent flood The fpies did nor return to 
camp till twelve at ntght, they reported, that the 
enemy were under arms all night, moving their ar- 
tillery, and fencing off their women and treafure m 
the night. Colonel Munro went immediately with 
fome other officers to look at their difpofitton ; 
many of their troops yvere under arms, but not out 
of rhetr entrenchments. The colonel and the offi- 
cers who had accompanied him, thought they only 
meant to (hew themfelvcs, in Order toftrihea terror 
into the kngltlh troops, riever imagining the/ 
would quit their lines in order to attack them, as 
a black army neyer before attacked a European 
army , the Briufli commander returned to the 
camp, wiihing the enemy would come out and at- 
tack. him for his aimy Was encamped in order of 
battle. About eight o’clock in the morning, the 
field officer of the day came into the colonel’s tent, 
and acquainted him that the enemy’s right was in 
motion, and he was fure they meant to attack 
him, he immediately went out with a reconno ter- 
ing glafs m lus hand, and judged the fame by the 
difpoftnon of the enemy ^ upqn which he ordered 
the drums to beat immediately to arms, which 

was 
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was done, and the troops advancing from their efl* 
campment, and were in a few minutes ready to re- 
ceive them. The > a&ion lafted from nine till 
twelve* tRe enemy then gave way, went off very' 
fiowly, blowing up feveral tumbrels, and three • 
large magazines of powder as they went off. ‘ 
Colonel Munro immediately ordered the Ime to 
break into columns and purfue. The enemy had a 
bridge of boats over a rivulet, two miles fiom the 
field of battle, they pierced the boats, and funk 
.them before the rear of their army got over, by 
which means there were about 2 000 ot them drowned 
and finking in the mud ; that was the bed piece of 
generalfliip Sujah Dow lah Ihewed that day, becaufe, 
if the colonel could have eroded the rivulet with 
the army, he would either have taken or drowned 
his whole army in the Caramnafia, and come up 
with his treafure and jewels, and thefe of Coffim 
Ally Khan, which amounted to between two 3nd 
three millions. 

1 The ftrength of the Engls/h army at this bat- 
tle v. as as follows : ' 

Europeans in battalion rank and file, 746, of 
which 240 were ktng’s troops; artillery men yt, 
European cavalry 40, in all European 857, ex- 
‘ clufive of officers j'fcapoys, rank and file, 5/297 ; 
black cavalry, 918, in all 7,092 ; train of artil- 
lery, 20 field pieces. European officers killed, 
two ; wounded, feven ; European foldiers killed, 
34 ; wounded 49 • non-commiffion officers killed, 
three ; wounded fix j European killed and wound- 
ed, 101 ; feapoys killed, 205; wounded 414; 
miffing, 85 ; black cavalry, killed 45 •, wounded 
24-i killed and wounded, 847 ; artillery taken in 
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the field, 133 pieces of different fizes, all upon 
carnages, and mod of them Enghfti. The enemy 
Mere no lefs than 40,000, exclu/ive of thofe 
dro\ ned, zooo of them were lulled in the field of 
battle As there were no furgeons to drefs thofe 
of the Engltfh army that hid been wounded, and 
give them affiftance, Colonel Munro went for five 
days fuccetlivcly to ■every man of the enemy’s 
wounded m the field, and gave nee and water to 
ftich as would take, which was all he could giv^ 
them, 1 he army remained at Buxar for fevenl 
days, until hofpicals were prowded for the tyound- 
£d, and to bury the dead He then marched the 
army into Sujah Dowlah’s country, and fent an ex- 
prefs to Calcutta for farther directions from the go- 
vernor and council. The Mogul, Shah Allum, 
wrote him a letter the day after the battle, giving 
him joy of the viCtory over the vizier, who had 
kept him as 1 fhte prifoner,' and defiring I would 
take him under my protection, and acquainting 
me, that though he was with the vizier in camp, he 
hid lefe him the night before the battle. Colonel 
Munro anfwered, that he would immediately fend 
an exprefs to Mr, Vanfittart, the governor at Cal- 
cutta, but that he would not take mm under pro- 
tection until I knew how far fucli a ftep might be 
proper, and for the intereft of the company He 
fent to the colonel and wrote to hi in repeatedly be- 
fore he had an anfwer from Calcu n, deiinng 
the colonel to come to him, for he had lomeihing 
very particular to, commu.mcaic to Hot J co- 
lonel at laft fent him word, that he would wait upon 
him, provided he would not look upon lumfelf as 
under the Engltib protection , to which he con- 

fented. 
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fented. When colonel Munro waited upon the 
Mogul, he told him, that if the Englifh would take 
him under prote&ion, he' would give them Sujah 
Dowlah’s country, or any thing- elfe they pleafed 
to demand, and repeated many grievances and 
hardfliips that Sujah Dowlah lay him under, and 
faid, he was only his ftate prtfoner. T he colonel 
continued his march with the army towards Bana- 
ras, and the Mogul continued to march with his 
guards, and encamped every qighr* pretty dole 
to our encampment. Before the army arrived at 
Eanaras, colonel Munro had an anfwer from the 
-governor and council, who confented, that the king 
fhould be taken under prote&ion. Upon the ar- 
my’s arriving at Banaras, Sujah Dowlah fent him 
his minilter Beney Bahadre, with overtures of 
peace, which the colonel refuted, btcaufe he in- 
filled upon it in the firft inftance, that the nabob 
'would deliver him up, Coffim Ally Khan and 
'Sumro, the former had ordered fo many of the fub- 
jefts of Great Britain to be maflacred, and the 
latter undertook to put the horrid crime in execu- 
tion, when no man in the nabob's army would un- 
dertake it but himfelf. Sumro was a German, and 
a general officer ; and had been befpre a ferjeant 
in the French fervice, deferted from them to the 
Englifh, and from them to Coffim Ally Khan, 
Re commanded Sujah Dowlah’s army at the bat- 
tle of Buxar, and had three or four hundred French 
deferters from the Englifh army under his com- 
mand. Bena Bahadre told the colonel, Sujah Dow- 
lah never could think of giving up Coffim Ally 
Khan, or Sumro, but if he palled from that demand, 
he might have any other terms he pleafed j he faid, 
c Sujah 
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Sujah Dowlab would t give 25 lack t>f rupees to 
defray the expences the company had been at in 
tbc war , 25 laek to the army, ’and eight lack tor 
the colonel. This he fold him, in the pretence of 
captain Stables and Gordon, who were his aid de- 
camps : Mr. Stewart, the colonel’s ftcretary and 
interpreter. His anfvver was; if the \izier gave 
me all the lacks m hts treafury, I w ould make no 
peace with him, until he had dehvercd'rae up thofe 
•murdering rafealss for I never could think that my 
receiving eleven or twelve lack ot rupees,, ■was a 
fufficient atonement for the blood of thofe unfor- 
tunate gentlemen that were murdered at Patna, nor 
a fufficient atonement to the grief of their parents, 
friends and relations; thelc were his words Upon 
this. Bene Bahadre, and he parted. He returned a 
fccond time, with afturances from Sujah Dowlah, 
that if colonel Munro made peace with him, he 
would put him upon a method of laying hold of 
Cofiim and Sumro, and nr»de ufe of all the per- 
fuafive arguments he could to induce him to make 
'p^ace. The colonel, dill infilled upon his iirfl pre- 
•*liminary : Bene Bahadre defired, if that was the 
cafe, that he would permit captain Stables, who 
fpoke the country language, to return with him to 
the nabob’s camp j that the nabob wanted to fpeak. 
to captain Stables. The colonel, told the captain, 
that as he was fully determined never tp depart 
from the vizier, gu mg up Coflim, and Sumro in 
particular, he did notwifhor advife him to go, 
for that they might ufe him the fame wry as the q- 
ther unhappy gentlemen at Patna Captain Stables 
'replied, tint he would with pleafure nfk his own” 
life, "could he be the mftrument of bringing thefe 
Vol. III. A M m tyro 
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two to be made public examples of, He accord- 
ingly,went to the nabob’s camp w ith Bene Bahadre, 
and when the captain returned, he told the cqlonel, 
that lince the vizier found he v'as fully determined 
to have Coffim and Sumro, in regard to Cuffim, 
he would for no confideration whatfoever deliver 
him up, but let him cfcape ; but as to Sumro, if 
he fent two or thue gentlemen frorti the linglifti 
camp who knew Sumro, he would afk him to an 
entertainment, and in the prefence of thefe gen- 
tlemen, he would order him to be put to death, 
.He offered captain Stables a fum of money, to en- 
t.eavour to prevail upon the colonel to agree to his 
terms ; but, as he never would, the next thing to 
be confidered was, the manner of driving Sujah al 
Dowlah entirely out of his country, who was then 
atLucUnar with the remains of his army j and to 
con fide r of the manner of fettling his country., Co-* 
lonel Munro, wrote roCalcutta to the governor and 
council, and fent them a letter he had received from 

,!?? mUC J ab ° Ut this limc » Propofing that he 
fhould have fo much of Sujah Dowlah’s country, 
and cede the reft to the company, requefting' him 
to make no peace with Sujah Dowlah. He defired 
% ISST thC d ! re<at0 , hs of the governor and coun- 
r re ? ard , lto matter » acquainting, them 

JlT « ! at he « a , s determ »ned to leave the army 

ftin h ZT u ta mh3tk ™l> »>■= W 

^ooD h •n,° U dfa ' thatfpar """ !,h ,1IS majeffy’s 
l hc S°> “nor and cooral Tenia copy of a 
reaty ,o be esteemed by ,he king. uhich J/dcn’e 
accordingly prefect the L . hlcfof p a[n &c _ , 
Colonel Mf, , ro _ lef, th . army. January the 6th 
>76j.and met major Catnac upon his way to late 

the 


the cdmrmndf he told him, whit liis plan of ope'^- 
tions would be, hid he remained in the command. 
He held it as a rule, never to b‘e departed from in 
that country not to come to a general action with 
the army, except where every thing is at Hake, as 
he was in pofielfion of the gr^atefl part of Sujah 
Dowiah’s country, he had detei mined to remain 
fome time longer in the camp, as the vizier’s army 
muft of courie difperfe when his money was out. 
He propofed afterwards, to have marched the army 
towards Lucknari and to have rifhed a battle to 
take pofielfion of this place and IUahabad ; major 
Cafnacfaid he would follow the fame plan His cam-* 
paignk mentioned before, have fiiewn how “much 
his military condutt differed from that of colonel 
Munro, by whole prudence, fagicity and refolu-' 
tion, the governor council and all the fervants ac 
the company's fettlements in Bengal and eUewhere, 
were freed from all apprehenfions, of Sujah Dow- 
lah and Coffim, as the victory, of Buxar, bad put It 
Out of their power to invade the company’s terri- 
tories. Their inveltmcnts for* Euroje were car- 
ried on that year in the fame manner as ufual j they 
had no enemy nearer the feulcinem of Calcutta than 
tioo miles, and that enerhy at the head of the remains 
of a conquered army : this was rhe prolperousfitu- 
ation colonel Munro Iqfc the country in, and before 
he embarked for Europe ; and before general Car- 
nac joined the army, idr Robert Fldtcher took pof- 
feffion of IUahabad and Lucknar, and totally di{*« 
'pethdthe remains of Sujah Dowl ah’s army* 

Coi’onef iVfunro attributed the mutinous difpoii- 
tion of the troops, when he took the command, to 
a relaxation of Oifcipline, and to the benefit they 
- thought 
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thought themfelves entitled by their fuccefies, and 
for having remained fo long in the field. Thele 
Europeans that mutinied, and deferted to the ene- 
my, moftly French, and fome Germans, mixed 
with the Engli/h companies. 

It appears by Colonel Munro’s evidence, that 
the Indian princes get their artillery from Eng- 
land, Holland, and France. There is hardly a 
ihip that comes to India, that does not fell them i 
cannon and fmall arms ; _the gunpowder they make 
the moft of it themfelves. They cSft (hot in a» 
t bundance, but there is no black princt that calls 
cannon but the king of Travelcorc. The cannon 
and military (lores are fmuggled into the country. 
Indeed the company has made fome examples, and 
fuqh a practice might beeafily prevented. 

The company may raife as many battalions of 
fenpoys as they pkafe. One method to make 
them faithful and good foldiers, is'b ftrift difeiphne. t 
Another, is to incorporate them with Europeans, i 
allowing them to follow their own cuftoms and 
manners with regard to religion, when it does not 
interfere with their duty ; they Ihould be well 
paid, and have good cloathing ; taking better 
care of them when they are lick, and ufing them 
with more lenity in every refpedt when they be- 
have well. The number of European ofneers 
fhould be increafed amongft them., f l he colonel’s 
opinion Is, in order to preferve . our conquells in 
India, to keep always a proper force of Europeans 
in that cduntryi never fuffering the company’s fer-' 
vants to make war againfl the country powers, until 
it isevidencthat they are the firftaggrcflors.making 
4 proper ' 
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proper laws in the country, and enforcing then?, 
execution. 

He thtnl s an eftabhfliment of no Icfs than 4000 
man ihauld be "kept m the Bengal pro\inces, to 
defend themagainfl: all the country powers u ho make 
wangainfl the Englifh, and to counterbalance the 
black troops w ho mutt be neceflarily employed in 
that country, and who are capable of being 
brought to difctphne almoft equal to the Euro- 
peans About 700 men in time of peace are fuffi- 
cient yearly to fupply the recruits, necefiary to 
maintain an eftabhfliment of 4000 men. 'Any fo^ 
reigners whatfoev er, never ought to be employed by" 
the Englifh m that country, there have been fre- 
quent examples of foreigners deferting to the ene- 
my when in the field, and they cannot be depend- 
ed upon in time of attion. The Catholics of Ire- 
land might be \ery well and fafely employed ij, 
private foldiers. One third of the Luropcans 
ftiould be car airy, which is certainly, of very great 
ufe , in that calc, the company fhould not wane 
an eftabliihmtnt or black catalry, being of no ufe 
in time ot peace, and in tune of war, only of ufe 
to 1 '•cp the hpe quiet on the march 

It has bv-en the cuftom from time immemorial 
for captains of Lnglifh lhqs to fell arms an l mill 
tary ftores to the natives of India *1 he I rencli, 
Dutch, and Danes always did the fame , and there 
is no probability of preventing other nations from 
carrying on this Trade Though it might be a dm 
gerous experiment to train the feapoys lo as to make 
them equal lo Europeans, they cannot be governed 
wuhou a ftndfc diTciphne. 

The 
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The ]£ing gave a jagbire to Colonel Munroj \Vno 
Was fomeiime in poflfcIJion of it: thisjaghire upon 
fame of the provinces in Bengal, amounted to 
tt, 5 ooI. a year for life, in confideranon of the co- 
lonel’s fervices to the Mogul and. the country* 
Upon the receipt of it, he wrote immediately to 
Mr. Spencer, who, was governor of Calcutta, ac- 
quainting him with the king’s benefaction. The 
colonel received his anfwcr after he had quitted 
the command of the army. 3nd Mr. Spencer ac- 
quainted him that his receiving fuch a jighire was 
fo much contrary to the.interefl of the company, 
that they never would fuffer him to hold it ; that* 
the company had gone to law with" Lord CUve a- 
bout his jaghire, and requeued that he would de- 1 
liver it up to the Nabob when he Ihould fee him/ 
who would not only behave hondfomely upon the 
occafion, but that the company would never fee 
him the fuffrrer from fuch an act, aftdr the 'fervices 
he had done them. From that moment, he revi- 
ved to deliver it up to the Nabob, and upon hls^nr- 
rival at Muxadavad, he waited on the Nabob, who 
was,then ill at his palace', and told him. that he 
had got a jaghire from the king, but ns he vas re- 
turning to Europe, he would leave it with him* 
This was in the prefence of Mr. Middleton, refi- 
ding at the Durbar, Captains Gordon and Stables* 
TheNabobj upon receiving the jaglnrc, fmileJ,and 
faid to the colonel, This a piece of gcncrofity I 
am a little accuftomed ; but if I live you fliall not 
be the fu Here r.” 1 Ie ordered his mimttcr* Nuftd- 
vcomer to defirc the interpreter to acquaint ihc co- 
lonel,, that he begged his acceptance of two lacks 
of rupees, which would be at Calcutta about the 

- time 
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time of his arm a! thcrci Colonel Munro received 
at Calcutta a Utter from the nabob’s fon, ac- 
quainting him with his father’s death, requeuing 
hlsintcrcU for him to foccced his father ns fubah, 
3rd alluring him, as he knew the whole tnnfaftfon 
of the jaghire, and thrpiomifrs his father made to 
the colonel, that he v.oulJ make d tm good ; and 
In this fuuation colonel Manro left his jighire, and 
his lacksl Since he came to England, Mr. Spen- 
cer wrote to him, that he had acquainted lord 
Chve with the demands he had upon the govern- 
ment, and that his Jordfhlp promiltd him, if 11 erd 
was fo much remaining of the nabob’s Cruiftanding* 
debts, he would order the payment of the two lacks 
of rupees to the colonel’s attorney. 1 am very 
happy fald he, before the committee, from his lord- 
(hip’s eminent fcrvices to this country and the com- 
pany, that he has a more refponfible fund for the 
payment of his jaghire ; at the fame time, I cannot 
help regretting that his lordfhip did not think my 
two years rent deferved a better fund than the na- 
bob’s outftanding debts. I.ct my fmall ferviccs 
be rewarded as they may : let individuals think of 
them as they pleaie ; 1 hope f?fts will come out 
before this committee is at an end, to fhew them 
and the world, that this country lias been ferved ; 
that this Eaft-India company has been fared by 
more thin one or two mtn ; many brave and gal- 
_ Jtm men have done honour to their king, hat edone 
for vice to this country, and have faved the Eaft- 
'Irdia company ; and fome of them have loft their 
lives in the caufe. I never received any ptrt of the 
two lack, nor any prefent from the Eaft-India 
company . 



[ iSo 1 

At the time the Mogul granted the Jaghlre, the 
nabob did not pay to him any revenues or acknow- 
ledgments from Bengal. When lord Clue v as 
upon the fpot, the colonel thought his lordlhip’s 
neglcft, intimated a mean opinion of his fcrvices, 
other wife he would have ordered the nabob to pay 
the two lacks due to him Mr. Spencer had been 
offered ten lack of rupees, if he would continue 
Nundcomcr, about the perfon of the nabob, which 
he refufed. 

When colonel Munro faw the king firft, he of- 
fered him the Dewanner, he had offered it before 
fo Sir Eyre Cooie after the_ Mogul’s father’s death ; 
Mr. Vanfmart had the fame offer*, which he de- 
clined, not knowing how far lie could be juftified 
in fuch an aft, or how' far it might be detrimental 
to >he company. Toe reafons for colonel Monro’s 
refilling the fame advantage were, that he formed 
no plans of any kind, but that of extricating the 
company from the danger that threatened them. 

- The governor and council ought to be the jiidges 
of whatever is conducive or prejudicial to the*m- 
tereft of the company, and the colonel knew' what 
was for the honour of his majelly’s troops to be 
concerned in. The mogul could and would have 
done any thing at that time that the colonel defired 
without the confentof the nabob, and the company 
would has e reaped any bece'it that they plea ltd 
from the king’s unlimited tonceflions, as ever fince 
Coflitn had been drove out of the country, the 
company themfeUcs have beeu the nabob. Colonel 
Munro declared, that could he have foreleen the in- 
gratitude and the mjuflice of the company in regard 
to him, fince his arrival from India, he never 

v outd 
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' %'ould ' hdve given uphis jaghire:- While he had 
tHe command of the army, he rbfufed the offers of 
above 3 do, ©boh. at different 1 times for malting al- 
terations in the oifices of the government, and he 
hever received a (ingle rupee by way of prefentj ei- 
ther in money of jewels, except io,oool. from Bui- 
wantfing, for havingmaintained.him in, the zemin- 
dary of the country; . Colonel Mu tiro’s evidence 
‘does eqUal honour to his military conduft arid difin- 
terefted principles; The vidtory of Buxaffrom 
the great force of the enemy, and the number of ' 
ihc artillery, is one of thO moft interefting that ivas 
ever fought in, India. , Such a fucccfs'at one blow. 
To as to defeat Utterly Sujah Dowlah and Cofiiriri^s 
deiignS again ff the Bengal provinces, wasattended 
with the . molt 'important advantages to the com- 
pany. The colonel's' ,'ikill and aftivjty before the 
Opening of die campaign, and his judgment in lead- 
ing them into 'the field, with the. excellent difpofi- 
tion he'made for. receivingor, attacking the enemy* 
cannot be too much commended, and ranked hitti 
above moft Englifli commanders in Indoftan. ' . 

• ■ With fefpeft to the jaghjre, it is equally contra- 
ry to the honour and the intereftof thecompany,- 
that it fh'oukTthus Become tributary, as’ it were to 
it’s own • fervarits ; and the foHcitihg or even ac- 
cepting, Y grant of . the, fovereignty ; of the com- 
pany’s pofleflioDs,' appears To inconfiftent with .that 
relation,' that it is as illegal, as it h improper. . The * 
Eaft-lndia company, feniible that the jagheer gtven 
- by Ally* Khan to lord, Clive, arifing out of the lands • 
grautedby the nabob to the faid company, .was an 
encroach ment upon their' poileilions ; directed the 
, governor and council of Bengal not to pay any far- 
, "Vat. HI. , . -Nn • ther 
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ther fum to lord Clive on that account ; In confer 
quence of which, all future payments of the rents 
claimed by lord Clive as a jagheer, were ordered 
to be (tope. Upon which, his lordfhip thought fit 
to commence a fuit in the court of chancery 
againft the company, infilling on a title to thofe 
rents. The diredtors inftrudted their fervants to 
take the proper fteps to inform themfehes of the 
real date of the fadts, material to the difeuffion of 
the feveral queflions upon which the plaintiff’s 
claim appeared ; and, in particular, to make 
jiroper inquiries into the authenticity of the pre- 
tended patent fromthe mogul, creating lord Clive 
an Iman, or Omra, of the empire, which he made 
the foundation of his title, deriving from it a » 
capacity to accept a jaghire, and a light t D expedt 
one. If no fuch patent had been ev cr iffued, as 
they had great reafon to believe, or, if any of the 
vifual forms neceffary to make it valid and effec- 
tual were wanting, they would ha\e been decifive 
againft him. The manner of obtaining the fup- 
pofed grant of the jaghirc from Jaffier Ally Khan, 
the nabob’s motives, intentions, &c. were to he 
minutely enquired into, and in cafe, there fhould 
have been (as lord CliVe’s own letters led. the di- 
redtors to fufpedt) any impofture in any of the 
inftruments fuppofed ro have formerly lflued, or 
if any thing of that kind fhould be attempted at 
this jundture, they were to fpare no pains 
nor expencc to dettdl it. They were diredted to 
make immediately effcdlual applications to the 
courts ofDchly and Muxadav ad, to preVent the 
iffuing any new grants or confirmations, by which 
the plaintiff might fupply the defedts of his pre- 

fent 
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font title, or acquire a, new one, though he fhotild 
have none at preftnt : they were fo iully fenffo^ 
of the many inconveniences to thecompany, which 
fuch a title, fhould it be eftablifh’cd, would occa-, 
fion, that they made the ftridteft enquiry into the 
foundation of the claim, 'and if there was no title 
at pfofent, they were to ufe their beft endeavours 
to prevent the acquiring one. If thefe rents were 
to be paid, they thought it, upon many accounts, 
much more for the mterell of the company to pay 
them as ufual to the nabob, foi the ufe of the 
mogul, than to any pretended grantee of theirs. 
Circumfbnced as things were at Bengal at r the 
time the late nabob w;is induced to make the 
grant, which gave occafion to his lordlhip’s claim, 
they thought the company had a right to evpcdt 
to be releafed from this tribute altogether, and 
that their prefent claimant, then go* ernor of the 
company’s fcttlerncnts, and commander of their 
troops, ought to have employed the influence 
this ftation gave him, in procuring this condeflion 
for the company’s benefit inftead of his own. 
The prefent fituation of things encouraged them 
foil to hope, that both the mogul and, the reign- 
ing nabob might be prevailed upon to relinquifo 
thefe rents in favour of the company, as well for 
the fake of the rev enue, as to prevent the com- 
pany being ever again embarrafled with a claim 
like the prefent. The governor and council at Cal- 
cutta were directed to ufe their beft endeavours to 
obtain that conceflion, in cafe thefe rents were 
foAl tfa&i vVrputoi. ^ , 

For the pnrpofe ot cnrryingthofe orders intoexc- 
cut,ion,Mr. JohnSpcncer, or Mr. Warren Haftings, 

with 
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with fome qther of the company’s fervants as were 
belt qualified by their equity and know ledge of the 
language, were ordered to Muxadavad and pelhy 
to undertake this negotiation ; 'and in cafe lord 
Clive was to employ an agent in Bengal, to a (lift 
him in any thingrelative to the matters ind|fput$ 
between him and the company ; none of the 
council were to accept this office. 

Iffiefe inftruttions, dated 30th December, 
■ 1 763, lord Clive had repealed on his going to 
India the laft time, when he was appointed go- 
vernor and commander in chief of the army in the 
Bengal provinces. 

As his lordlhip has feverely animadverted on 
Mr. Vanfittart’s conduft, for having depofed 
Meer Jaftier ; we fliall fet forth the caufes of the 
refolution unanimoufly approved by the governor 
and council. 

Tfte nabob Jaffier Ally Ichan vvas of a temper 
extremely tyrannical and avaricious, at the fame 
time, very indolent : the people about him were 
either dyect flat es and flatterers, or elfe the bafe 
implements of his evils. There was no chance of 
having the affairs of the government properly 
enndufted, but by their removal. He attributed 
all the ill fuccefs of his affairs to imaginary plots 
and contrivances, and facrificcd lives without 
mercy to the excefs of his jealouf) : numbcrlefs 
were the inftances of men of all degrees, whofe 
blood he had fpilt without the leaft afligned rca- 
fon : he had caufed to be murdered the mother, 
the widow, and the daughter of Serajah Dowlah; 
befides feveral of his great officers. The nabob 
bf Dacca refufed to obey the cruel order 'of put- 
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^ijlg to death all the furvivors of the family of 
the nabob Alivcrdec Khan and Serajah Dowlah, 
and the meffenger* who had private inftru&ions 
to execute this tragedy, in cafe of the other’s re- 
fufal, mafia cred, and drowned them, with about 
twenty women their attendants. * 

Executions of this kind had made the Nabob* 
the dread and detection of all good men ; and 
Jie necefiarily became a prey to the people of mean 
extraction and abjedl difpofition, who knowing ’ 
that a got ernment fo managed could' not liana 
long, fought only to make themfclvcs rich by op- 
preffions of all forts, upon the country and inhabi- 
tants. To the heavy taxes laid by them on the 
markets, .was aferibed the vnufual fparcity and 
dearnefs of provifions at the city, the capital of a 
country once efteemed the moll plentiful in the 
world. 

* His confidents were men of low birth, whoen; 
gaged him continually in idle apd vicious amufe- 
ments, keeping him by that means in utter ignot 
ranee of his affairs, ail'd in a Hate of indifference as 
fo their fuccefs. No money came into hvs trea- 
fury; at the fame time, nothing was paid to his 
army, infomuch that his troops mutinied, and 
furrounded his palace in a tumultuous manner. 
Threatening to take away his life, which they 
would certainly have done, had not his fon-in- 
law and fucceffor, the Nabob Colfim Ally Khan, 
become anfwerable, and paid them a very large 
fum out of his own treafury. The imminent dan- 
ger with which his perfon was threatened on this 
occafion, awakened him for a moment ; but it ivas 
no fooner removed than he fell back into his ufual 
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lethargy. The fame unworthy mimftcrs remain- 
ed fttll his only counfellois, and continued in the 
management of his affairs to the laft day of his ad* 
minif^ation, which he left in fo confuted and im- 
poverifiied a Hate, that in all human appearance, 
hja would have been cut off by his own fcapoys,and 
the city become a feene of plunder and dsfotder 
before another month could have elapfed ; having 
• made no provifion for the payment of the long ar- 
rears due to his people. After Coffim Aliy Ilhawn 
had freed him from his former extremities, this 
dinger he could not but forefec, and more than 
once declared his apprchenficns, yet he had not 
the i ower to exert the neceflary means for prev ent- 
ing it, but funk the deeper into deje&ion'. 

Befides this inteftine danger to which the go- 
vernment was expofed, two armies were in the 
held, waiting only for the fair weather, to advance; 
the Sha Zadda towards Patna, and the Biir- 
boom Fvajah towards Mecrihadabad, the capital, 
The Rajahs of the countries bordering upon the 
mountains, were ready to fliakc off their oepend* 
ance, ^nd had already offered confiderable fup- 
plics to the Baarboom Rajah. .Another Rajah 
had committed open hoftilities, and taken poffcf- 
iion of all the country above Boglepoor, which en- 
. tttely flopped the communication* between the 
two provinces on that fide of the river. In a 
word, the whole country feemed ripe for an uni- 
vcrlal revolt, thefe parts only excepted, which 
from their natural weaknefs, or neighbourhood 
with the city, intimidated them from taking up 
arms. To encounter all thefe difPcultics, there 
was nothing hut troops without pay, from whom, 
< * t there? 
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therefore, no great efforts could be expedited. Of 
this, a very remarkable inftancc occurs in the 
detachment which was oidercd againft the Baar- 
boom Raj ih, three months before the Nabob's 
abdication, but never adtanccd more than three 
leagues from the city, in which fituatlon they conti- 
nued upon Mr. Vanfittnrt’s arrival at Calcutta. 

All who were acquainted with the tranfadfrions 
of the government, know that this is a true dc- 
fcription of fa&s ; and all that are convinced of 
the fadts, muft agree, that affairs were at an ex- 
tremity no longer to be negledled, without rr.ani- 
feft: danger ofhaving theprovincc over-run, and the 
trade entirely rutned. Mr. Vanfittart was refolvcd, 
therefore, to ufe his utmoft endeavours to get thefe 
bad minillers removed ; and judging it might be 
difficult to prevail on the Nabob to part with his 
favourites without fome degree of violence, he 
brought with him a detachment of Europeans and 
feapoys, under pretence of fending them with 
Colonel Caillaud to re-inforce the army at Patna. 

Mr. Vanfittart arrived with the colonel at Cof- 
fimbuzar, the 14th of Odtober, and the next day 
the Nabob paid them a vifit The 1 6th, they went 
to the city, and returned the vifit on the 18th. 
The Nabob came to Moradbaug, by appointment, 
to talk upon bufinefs; in the converfation which 
Mr Vanfittart had with him in the two former 
meetings, he had taken occafion to reprefen t to 
him in general terms, the bad management of his’ 
.minifters, the miferies and univerfal difaffedhon of 
the country, and the defperate ftate of his, as well 
as of the company's affairs ; in order to give him a 
more full ‘and clear view of the evils brought on,* 

through 
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through the WeaWfs of his adminifttatlon, and to 
point out the means of their remo\ al, he had pre- 
pared three letters; tvhich, after a fhort and friend- 
ly introdu&iao, he delivered to the Nabob, who 
teemed much affeded by the perufal of them, but 
endeavoured more to put an end to the conference 
than to propofe a remedy to the evils. 

Mr. Vanfittarr, however, prevailed on him to fend 
for his dlnnet at Moradbaug, and in a manner in- 
filled on his coming. to fomc determination for thS 
immediate reform of the government , at length he 
confeficd himfelf, through age and grief, for the 
late lofs of his fon, uncapabtc alone of flruggltng 
againft fo many difficulties that he had much 
better take the nfliftance of one frotn amangft his 
relations, on \yhofc true attachment and fidelity he 
might more fafely rtly : he named fite or fix, and 
nmongft them Cofiim Ally Kawn j Mr. Vanfittatf 
ashed him* “ Which of that number was moft fit 
to aflift him in his prefent exigencies ?'* he re- 
plied without hefita don, “That Cofiim Ally Kawn 
was the moft proper ; nevcrthclefs it was with the 
titmoft difficulty, Mr. Vanfittafc could prevail on 
the nabob to fend for him ; and fo very late, that 
before Cofiim could arrive, the old nabob was fb 
extremely fatigued, and in filch a ftate of anxiety* 
that he could not refufe his return home to take his 
reft. He was convinced indeed, that it was to no 
purpofe to detain him: for fuch was the jcaloufy 
he difeovered with refpeft to Cofiim Ally Kawn 
that Mr. Vanfittart perceived he never would con- 
tent, without fome fort of force, to gtVc the other 
tlit mems of rcftouog qsdtt to his affairs. An 

hour 
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hour or two after the nabob’s departure, Coflint 
Ally Cawn arrived, and feemed to be extremely 
apprehenfive, that the nabob inftead of trufting him 
With the management of his affairs, would endea- 
vour by dome means or other, to get rid of him. 
Mr Vanfittart agreed therefore, "in opinion With him, 
that he Ihould not go to themabob's houfe until 
meafures were taken for his fecilrity. This rcfolve, 
howeVer, to give the nabob the next day ('the ipth} 
to refleft upon the letters before-mentioned, in 
hopes, that he would propofe tome meafures of ^re- 
gulation. Mr. Vanfittart heard nothing from him alt 
day, but found 1 by his intelligence, that he had 
been in counril with his old advifers, whofe fug- 
gcftlons hfe was fure would be contrary to the wel- 
fare of the country in general, and that of the com- 
pany in particular. ‘ He determined therefore, to' 
aft immediately on the nabob’s fears : there could 
not be a better opportunity than that the night of 
the 19th afforded, it ( being the conclufion pf the 
Gentoo feaft, when all the principal people of that 
caff would be pretty well fatigued with their cere- 
monies ; accordingly, Mr. Vanfittart agreed with 
colonel Caillaud, that he fhould crofs the river with 
the detachment, between three &Dd four in the mor- 
ning, and having joined Cofiim Ally Kawn and 
"his people, marched to the nabob’s palace, and 
furrounded it juft at day break : Mr. Vanfittart be- 
'ing extremely defirOus to prevent any difturbance 
or bloodlhed, wrote a letter to the nabob, and de- 
livered it 10 the colonel,- xoiV.nd j.o rpijxo nr/ixoh a 
time as he fhould think moft expedient. The fol- 
lowing is a tranflatioa of it. 

VoL. III. A O o 


I have 
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«f I have been waiting all this day in cxpedfe- 
tion that you would have lettled fome of the weigh- 
ty and urgent affairs upon which I yefierday con- 
ferred with you, and that you would have acquaint- 
ed me with your determination ; but, you have not 
favoured me with any anfwer concerning them ; 

* from hence it plainly appears, that as long as thefc 
evil counfellors remain about your perfon, whatfoe- 
ver I may reprefent to you for your profperity and 
welfare, and the good of the country, will have no 
effedh The folly of thcle people will foon deprive 
‘you of your government, and prove the ruin hke- 
w'tfe of the company’s affairs. I have Judged it 
improper, that fuch evils and difgracc mould be 
brought upon us for the fake of two or three men ; 
for this reafon, 1 have fent colonel Caill&ud with for- 
ces td wait upon you $ when the fame colonel ar- 
rives, he Will expel thefe bad counfellors, and place 
your affairs in,a proper ftate : I will fforrly follow. 
Xet not y our excellency be under any apprehension*, 
but chearfully receive the colonel, and give orders 
.to your mm, that they commit no disturbance, nor 
; raife tumults in the city. I folemnly declare, that 
,1 have no other view, but your good and welfare : 
.look upon me as your fincere wcU-wilher, and re- 
main fatisfied.” 

, Meafures had been taken at the fame time for 
feizing three of his chief counfellors j’the intention 
oi Mr. Yanfittart being only to remove thefe un- 
worthy mailers, and to place Coflim Ally Kawn in 
.the full management of all the affairs, in quality of 
deputy or fucceffor to the nabob; the neccffary 
preparations being accordingly made, with all the 
-care and fecrccy poffible, the colonel em&arlccd 
_ with 
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-Vith die troops ; joined Cofiim Ally Kavn without 
jhe leaft alarm, and marched into the court-yard 
.of the palace juft at the proper inftant j the gates 
of the inner court being fhut, the colonel formed 
his men avithout, and fent the letter to the nabob, 
whowasatfirft in a great rage, and threatened 
he would make what refiftance he could, and take 
jus fate. The colonel forbore all hoftilitics, and 
feveval mefiagex pafted between him and the nabob. 
The affair remained in this doubtful (late about two 
hours, when the nabob finding his perfifting was to 
no purpofe, fent a mefTage to Colfim Ally Kawn, 
informing him, he was ready to fend him the feais, 
and all theenfigns of dignity, and to order, the Na- 
bit to be ftuck up in his name, provided be.would 
agree to take the whole charge of the government 
upon him, to difeharge all the arrears due to the 
troops, to pay the ufual revenues to the king, to 
favc his life and honour, and to give him an al- 
lowance fufncient for his maintenance. All thefe 
conditions being agreed to, Cofllm was proclaimed, 
and the old nabob came out to the colonel, decla- 
ring that he depended on him for his life : the troops 
then took pofieffion of all the gates \ and notice 
being fent to governor VanGttart, he immediately 
repaired to the palace, and was met by the old na- 
bob in the gate-ray he alkcd.if his perfon was 
fafe, which teemed nos/ to be all his concern. 1 told 
him, that not only his perfon was fafe, but his go- 
vernment too, if he pleafed, of which ictsas never 
intended to deprive him. The nabob anfwered, 
*9 That he had ro more bufmefs at the city, that 
he fhouldbein continuil danger from Coffm, and 
fhaufhe was permitted to go and live at Calcutta, 
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he fhcfild be extremely happy and contented. Mr. 
Vanfutart could not help lamenting his fudden fall; 
yet he was not forry for this propofal, as he knew 
affairs would be much better managed without him; 
and his retaining a fharc in the authority (however 
fmal!) could not fad to caufe foch perplexities a$ 
might prove in fo critical and dangerous a junc- 
ture, of the worfl confequencc to the adminiftra- 
tion. Coflim All}’ Kawn was accordingly feated on 
^he mifnud, and the governor paid him his con- 
gratulations in-the ufual form; all the jamindnrs 
and perfons of diftinftion at the city, came imme- 
diately and made their acknowledgment to the new 
fubah, and in the evening every thing was as per* 
feftly quiet as if there had been no change ; the 
people in general feemed much pleafed with the 
revolution, which had this peculiar felicity* attend- 
ing it, thrft it was brought about without the leaft 
difturbancc in the town, or a drop of blood fpilt. 

• The nabob did not think himfelf fafe even for 
enc night in the city : Coffim fupplied him with 
boats, and permitted him to take away as many of 
his women as he defired, fwhich he did to about 
the number of ftxryj with a reafonable gratuity of 
jewels. Mr. Vanfittart furnifhed him with a flrong 
cfcort of Europeans and fcapoys,- and intended to 
lodge him at Nnjazeel, but he would not truft him- 
feU there, and begged he might fleep in his boats, 
clofe to Miradbaug, which he accordingly did. 
He continued at Miradbaug the next day, and In 
the evening the governor vifited him with colonel 
Caillaud. He appeared then pretty eafy, and re- 
conciled to the lofs a power, which he owned to b<? 
jather a burthen than a pleafure, and too much 
for his abilities ’to manage, Ijnpe the death of his 
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fon ; the enjo) ment of the reft of hts days in fect> 
rity under the Englith protection, fcemed to be 
the chief objeCt of his wilhes. 

On the morning of the 2.3d, he fee out for Cal- 
cutta, and arrived there the 29th ; he was met by a 
deputation from the council, and treated with eve- 
ry mark of refpeCt due to h s former dignity. * 

* When Mr. Vanfittart was at Madrafs, colonel 
Clive frequently wrote to him upon the ftate of the . 
affairs of this country, and told him, that whenever 
he returned to Europe, he would procure his ap- 
pointment to the government. The friendfhip and 
connections between the nabob and the colonel, 
whom he called his fon, were well known to Mr. 
Vanfittart ; but on his arrival he obferved, thattha 
Englifh forces employed in themabob’s fcrvice, and 
in the fupport of his government at Patna, were 
kept without their pay. The forces of. the fircar 
Rationed in thefe parts were difaffe&ed to- the fer- 
vice for want of pay. The feapoys of Marlheda- 
bad had furrounded the palace in a tumultuous 
manner for the arrears of their pay, and endanger- 
ed the nabob’s life. His minifters from their cove- 
toufnefs and bad difpofitions, had fee afide all 
juftice, were plundering the poor without caufe, 
•deftroying the fubjeCts with wanton barbarity, and 
ybnngmg ruin and defolation on the country. A 
fcarcity of provifions never know n before in the 
Bengal provinces, had reduced the people of all 
degrees to the greateft diftrefs ; w Inch was entirely 
owmg^to the bad management of the old nabob’s 
minifters. All the lands and villages were in a 
Rate of defolation \ the minifters of the fircar re- 
garding only their own intereft, negleCted the wel- 
fare of the fubjeCts, and opprefied the induftrious. 

* , in 
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in rapine, violence, and injuftice. Mr. Vanfit-. 
tart dame to his government in the midlt of thefc 
calamities ; when the dignity of the nabob, the re- 
putation of the cofnpany, and the profperity of 
the country were almoft expired. It required his 
abilities to remedy all thofe evils, even for the prc- 
fent, and to furmount* fuch difficulties. Though 
his enemies have impeached his condudt and judg- 
ment, particularly lord Clive, for having placed 
6n the mifnud the treacherous Colfim, whofe in- 
terefl Mr, Vanfittart himfelf was afterwards obliged 
to abandon ; he could not forefee the ingratitude 
and villainy of Caffim, who before his elevation 
had fupported the character of a man of fenfe and 
moderation. 

Thofe who had publicly declared thcir.diflent 
from this revolution, and expreffed their entire 
flifapprobation of the meafures purfued in confe-t 
quence, alledged the following reafons. “ They 
complained that the whole board had not been con- 
futed, othertvife this meafure would have been re- 
jected by the majority. They faid, that when Mr, 
„ Vanfittart, urged the old nabob’s immediate com- 
, pliaoce with what he had propofed to him, with a 
miliury force,'’ The nabob returned for anfwfcJ, 
'• <{ That fuch u(age was what he never expedted 
’from the Englifh ; that whilfl a force was at his 
gates he would enter into no terms, and that it was 
.his defire our troops might be returned to Murad- 
-bang. When colonel Caillaud threatened him to 
i\orm the palace; aftontfhed' and terrified by this 
menace, the nabob opened the gates ; exclaiming 
that he was betrayed, that the bnglifh were guilty 
of perjury and breach of faith that he perceived 
* ' * : * • - 4 • 1 their 
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their defign agamH: his government ; that he had 
friends enough to hazard at ltaft one battle in his 
defence, but although, no oaths were facred d- 
nough to bind the LngUfli, yet as he had fworn. to 
be their faithful friend, lie would never fwejvc 
from his engagement, and rather fuller death than 
draw his fvvord againft them ** So fufptcious was 
he, according to their report, of being fold, that 
he defired to know w hat futn of money Cofiim 
was to give for the Subahfhtp, and he would give 
half as much more to be continued “He hoped, 
however, if they intended to dethrone him, they 
would not leave him to the mercy of his fon-m- 
law, from whom he feared the worft, but rather 
v ilhed they would carry him front the c ty, and 
give him a place of fafety in Calcutta They re- 
prefented this laft requeft of the nabob, as the ef- 
fect of his fear and dcfpair, which was immediate- 
ly laid hold of, and conttrued tn the light of a vo- 
luntary refignation That the old nabob had been 
hurried in o a boat, with a few of his women and 
nedeflanes, and fentaway to Calcutta in a manner 
unworthy of the high rank he had fo lately held, 
as was alfo the fcanty fubfiftencc allowed him by 
his fuccefibr 

That Jaffier Ally Kawn had been depofed In 
breach of a treaty, founded upon the molt folemn 
oaths, and in violation of the national faith, a 
prince of whole friendfhip and attachment they had 
had fo many fignal proofs, and in vv hote caufe had 
been employed with great furcefs. 

Tn regard to the army laid to J a flier’s charge* 
which to thofe unacquainted with the Eaftcrn go- 
vernments v ill appear deiervmg of the higheft re- 

fentraent 
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fentment from a civilized nation ; fuch is the fata 
of politics in every Afiatic court, that through the 
apprehenfions of the fovcreign, and the intrigues 
and artifices of the great men about him, inftanctS 
of cruelty and oppreffion are but too frequent ; and 
even the molt beloved amongft them are taxed 
v/ith conniving at thefe adts of violence, often' 
committed by perfons in power without their know- 
ledge ; as there are no regular punifhments for 
criminals of high dations, recourfe is often had fo 
the dagger, or poifon, to punifh the guilty. The 
enemies to the revolution pretended this to be the 
cafe in mod of the inftances alledged again Jaffier 
Ally Kawn; they accufed Coffim of having dif- 
covered a greater propenfity to cruelty, when being 
In pofieflion of the palace, he was defirous of malt- 
ing the firft adt of his power the affaffinalion of 
Jaffier, and was very much difpleafed when he 
found we intended to give him protection at Cal- 
cutta. Since his accefiion to the fubahdary, they 
charged him with numberlefs a€ts of cruelty and 
extortion, and of having made the more immedi- 
ate objedts of his ill ufage, thofe who had been the 
mod avowed friends of the Englifh. Indeed, want 
of money was the greated difficulty the nabob la- 
boured under, but this did proceed from the diftrac- 
ted date, in which the country had been ever fince 
colonel Clive’s departure j fo that a very fmall 
part of the revenues came into his treafury. Some 
of, his countries were affigned to the company for 
the payment of hts debts, and others under, contri- 
butions of his enemies ; and though the force we 
had in the field, under major Carnac was more than 

fufficient 
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fuftuicnt to rep 1 the invaders, ho material advan- 
tage \ as gamed over them, but by continual 
marches and countermarches, our o /n armies be- 
came as deftruRive as tnof- of the irvad rs 

Ibe) affirmed that Cofilm was defpiftdand dif- 
liked befcrc he came to the milnud, and that his 
behaviour fince, had be^n fo opprefiive and tyranni- 
cal, that tc could not fail confirming the, public 
hatred of him Thty could not however deny, 
that tht- company acquired by this revolution a 
confiduable addition ot territory, and received a ^ 
lar b er yearly revenue 

I hev complained of Cofiim mcreafing the num- 
ber of his troops, notwtth Handing tne actual tran- 
quility of the provinces, and tin- he was arm- 
ing and difciplinlng as many foapoys as he could 
procure, in the Imropean manrer, to make himfelf 
more. formidable. T hat he was erecting a large 
fort at Rajahmaul, which he propofol to mal e his 
place ofrefidence, and hoped tu be out of the reach 
of the prefiltnc). 

I hat inftcid uf checl mg the overgrowing power 
of the prefent nabob, it was daily promoted, as he 
1 ad the abfolute command of the company's forces 
at Patna , the chief there, having had dirodhons to 
let him have w hat number cf troop, he plcafU to 
demand, without being allowed to ju l K e ot the na- 
ture of thefervice for which they ar<. demands. d. 

Notwithftanding this zealous attachment to 
Cofiim, they were apprthenhve lie would not aift 
the part of a faithful ally towards the company., as 
be betrayed a continual diftruft of thofl who had 
appeared anv \ a\s attached to the company 
Vol III V p They 
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They Tepiefented the nabob's large army as a 
burthen upon the provinces, and only kept up to 
fcreenhim from the king’s power , 1 and through his 
jealoufy of the company, which if reduced, would 
have cafedthe country of an immenfe expence/ 

There is no doubt, that many grievances com- 
plained of agatnft Coflim after his eftabliftmtenton 
the mifnud, were real ; and in julUce to Mr* Van- 
fit tart’s memory, we exculpate him of any felfiih 
views in this revolution, fince he was convinced of 
his error afterward', and finding he^had been mifta- 
ken in his opinion of Coflim, he approved of the 
xneafures taken to deprive him of the power he had 
abufed. 

The committee appointed to enquire into the na- 
ture, flate, and condition of the had India com- 
ny, and of the Britilh affairs in the baft Indies,' be- 
ing determined to date the material parts of the con- 
dud; of the company’s fervants, with refped to the 
powers intruded with them by the company, in the 
civil and military departments, in the adminiflra- 
tionof judice, in the accepting of prefents, in the 
■ management of trade, and in the revenues and coin- 
age, conceived the rranfa&ions concerning Jiam- 
rarain, naib or deputy governor of Patna; under 
Jaffier Ally Kawn, to be of material condquence, 
as they contributed chiefly to bring on the war 
with Coflim Ally Kawn. 

Lord Clive, a member of the committee, being 
requefled to relate what were the engagements en- 
tered into by Ramnarain with the nabob, faid, 
(( There wafc no engagement in uniting ; that after 
his lordfhip was Called up to the nfliflancc of Mecr 
Jaflier, his excellency.defired him to write to Ram-, 

naraiq, 
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htrain, a flaring him of the Englifli proteftiori^; 
for that Ramnaram would put confidence in fuch a 
letter, bucjiot in one from himlelf, and lhar he fliould 
by that means get poffelfion of Ins perfon, and 
might cut oh lus head : that his lordftrip told him it 
was nottheoiftom of the Lnglifli to bp guilty of 
fuch tranfa&ibns, but that if he was inclined to re- 
duce him by force of arms, he was ready to aflifi: 
him. His lordflup afict wards wrote to Ram- 
' narain, that if he would come into the prefence 
*and acknowledge the nabob, he thould be kept in 
his government on the fame footing, as he had been 
under Serajah Dowlah. T^lnt he came according- 
ly, pud obedience to the nabob, and was confirmed 
in his government, upon condition that he fliould 
p.y the nabob Mtcr Jafficr, the fame rents or tri- 
bute, as he had paid to Serajah Dow Iah ; w hat that 
w a*, his lordflnp did not tell, but he declared he 
was to hive paid a certain jum, \ hich might have 
b^.n increaled and decreafed upon varipus circum- 
fhoces That, when he took leave of Meer Jafiier, 
at hia departure for linglahd, he talked over with 
him the Rate in which he left ti e province. That 
„ he always underftood, that Ramnarsin remained in 
* the government of Patna, through the Englifli 
^ prottduon, much againft the inclination of Meer 
J«ffisr j and that, if his excellency had had any 
comphmts to have made agatnft him,, he would 
f certainly have made them to his lordflnp; bet that 
none were made. 

Mr. 1 Mac Guire vrhilft he was chief at Patna, 
„ had received orders for delivering up Ramnamn, 
which he would not execute. His opinion then 
tv as, that Ramnaram fliould have been fufpended 
^ - th«? 



the ferwcef but h ,s 'pet fan protected , he under- 
Hood l>> the term dilnufiing him, tint hi-; guards 
fhould bewuhdra n, and that hu fhould betoullv 
fufpended from ail inti rf^rcncc jn the government, 
nil hts accounts fhould be fettled . and that when 
he was to be difmifle J, he was informed that fo'ce 
if reccflary, was to be ufed to prevent tic nabob’s 
feizmg him. 

Mr. Mas. Guire in Ins corrcfponden'c with the 
governor and council, had adviful that Ramnaram 
fhould be delivered over to the nabob's court of 
jufticc, that hem ght be compelled to make up the 
accounts of the fircar , for, whilft he found the go- 
vernor and council \ cre mediators v ith the inbob, 
not to dilhonour him, he 1 nev he could not be ob- 
liged to com pi) , and ur ler this fliolter the nabob 
cool I not bring him to julhcc. Mr. Mac Cure 
Oechr.d, he did not mean to iubje£t 1 im to the va 
ruus methods ufed by the nabob's court, to force 
a p^-Dn by lorturo to fettle their accounts ; .r*il 
when Ramnaratn c.mc inro the hellah, previous 
to his b-ing dJi.crtd over, he had bdidrs the na- 
bob's word, tfi v protection of the I ngliHi , provi- 
ded he v oold f.'tle Im accour's vith the govern 
ment. It appevei from Mr. M-c Cure’s cvi* 
dence, that h.fiai received from Coilim ally Kaivn 
70,000 rupees, on delivering tin. leys of the hellah 
at Ibitra, which vas a fliort time, previous to the 
period vihen Uamnann \ a*> removed f om the go- 
vernment of I*atna. I le rev cr rotif d to the court 
of directors the receipt of this preftnt. T he coun- 
try having been in a Hate of var hr a coafidcrs- 
ble tune, prcviotis to the delivering up of Rjuraa- 
mn, the rents could riot be regularly coHcfted un- 


dcr thefe circuir.ftance«. . It had been ftipubted by 4 
the council, that Uamnarain IhouUl pay to the 
nabob of Bengal for the rent of Bahar, three lacks of 
rupees* a year ; that he lhould pay .the tribute to 
the Ma'ratta’s, the Jaghirdars, and to keep up a 
certain number of/orccs, all which might amount* 
to forty lack of rupees a year. * > 

The nabob did ifot admit that fuch .agreement 
had been made; but if it had, Ramnarain could 
not want a fum fufficient to make his payments to 
the nabob. His manner of raifing money was by 
receiving prefents from different rajah’s to a large 
amount, wjthout ever collecting the rents, regu- 
larly. Mr. Mac Guire did not deliver overRam- 
narain uil the igth of Augufi: 1761, the very day 
he was difmifled from his office of chief at Patna , 
when he gave him to Mr. Hay under a guard of 
protection, *and Ramnaram compromifed matters 
with the nabob for 50 lack of rupees in, the begin- 
ning of September following. 

Though the terms on which* Ramnarain was to 
hold the government of Patna were not known, it 
is certain, feme engagements were entered into by 
lord Clive, to fupport him in the Naibat. Thc‘> 
E-pghfh protection was withdrawn from Ramna-'i 
rain, immediately after Mr. Mac Guire’s difmif. 
miffion from Patna, and upon his removal the mi- 
litary command was placed under the chief of the 
faftory, as was ufual when .the commanding offi- i 
• cer prefent was not above the rank of a captain, 
and the field officers were called away, that it 
might be fo on this occafion. There had been no 
dilputes betwixt the civil and military powers, pre- 
vious to Mr, Mac .Guire’s rec3l, which might ac- • 
- , ' count 
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fcotint for It: Ramnarain was at laft put to cleaffi 
by CoSim Ally Kawn, as v.cll as R„ja Butlub his 
competitor, and almoft everv Gcntoo in the pro- 
vince of any rank or fortune, mod of which fed 
were well difpofed to the Enciifh, and rich. Ac- 
cording to Mr. Vanfittart’s minute, the 20th July 
xy6i, Ramnarain was dated to be highly culpable 
towards the nabob, and his conduft had put it out 
of the power of the prelidenc and council to proteft’ 
him longer in Co /hameful an injuflice ; but ic was 
faid in his vindication, that the province of Bahar’ 
had been a feene of war and dcioinron the whole 
preceding year,’ fo that all re fources from thence 
were cut off Indeed the jealoufies, the nabob 
Coflim Ally Kawn entertained of the Compaq’s 
fervanrs. engaged him to make cxamplary pumih- 
ments of thole who Ihould feek protection of them,' 
in regard to k the fetzing, and putting to death Hards 
Choudry in the year 1762. He had been ore of 
the company’s contracting merchants at CofHm- 
buzar faitorj , and had like wife been employed as 
the company’s agent at the nabob’s court* At the' 
time he was fetzed, he wasm lorpe employment 
under Ccfiim Ally Kav n. When Mr. Vanfmart' 
made him nabob, he permitted Mr. Mott, sn 
Jinglifhman, to relide at Mu~adabad, as a banker, 
Choudry complained tli2t Mr. Motr, prefuming on 
the influence he had over the nabob, by Mr. Van- 
fittart's means, had feized a houfe and fome hnd 
at Mu^adabad, which belonged to him, and in 
conference of Choudry oppofing by force this 
piece of injuftice, Choudry was feized, and after 
jome confinement blown away from the mouth of 
a cannon. Mr. Vanfittau did not ufe his influence 
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\o fave him, deeming his execution a juft reward 
for his rebellion. 

The firfi caufcs of the war between Coflim Ally 
Kawn and .the company, might be traced from 
the publicationof the Mongheer treaty ; as foon as 
it was promulgated, the nabob .Coflim Ally Kawn, 
f.*nt orders to all his zemindars and officers to pre- 
sent the Englifh from trading in fait, bectle-nuc 
and tobacco. - . • ■* 

, it appeared, that the nabob had given inftruc- 
tions to flop the Englifh in their trade, all but his 
friends Vanftttarc, and Halhngs;-and that the 
.breach of Coflim Ally Kawn, arofe from his defire 
and intention of making himfelf totally indepen- . 
dent of the Englifh *, though fome attributed it to 
the inordinate defirc of the company’s fe'rvants to 
carry on the trade of the country, without paying 
him his duties. Indeed, the Engltlh in general 
traded duty-free j and prior to the year 1757, in 
all articles, except fait, beetle-nut, tobacco, falt- 
petre, and chuttofilk, which were all farmed out. 
Salt is an import at Bengal, being made at Maf- 
falapatam and in Perfia. The Englifh. began ro 
trade in fait about the end of 1757 s foon after 
which it became general. Coflim Ally Kawn 
threatened to lay open the trade in Bengal duty- 
free; and if the order had been putin execution, 
all nations would have been on the fame footing as 
the bngUftu Coflim Ally Kawn was really deter- 
mined, from the beginning, to fee himfelf out of 
ti e tyach of the Englifh power, as ezpechtioufly as 
pofiiule ; and it v. as natural he Should do fo, 'ha- 
ving no fecuriiy for the Englifh faith, being better 
kept with him than his two p'cdectflors. He 
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expreffed his refentment on afl occafions agaiafi: 
fuch perfons of the country as had any intercourie 
with the company’s llrvaats, fo that none of the 
officers of the government dared \ifit them in the 
familiar manner which had' been ufual for three 
'years- pal]: : he removed the feat of government 
from Muxadabad, which had been the metropolis 
of his predeceifors, and chiefly refided at • Mong- 
heer, which was at a confiderable diftance from 
the Englilh fettlenient. In all ports of the coun- 
try, of Mongheer and Dacca particularly, they 
were bufily employed in making arms for him. 
He difmifled molt of the troops employed by Mecr 
Jaffier,from a fufpicion of having an attachment to 
the Enghlh, and got a new fet of mogul officers in 
his lervjce, who brought new troops with them : 
he raifedand difeiplined, a confiderable number of 
fcapoys, and , collected a large army at a great 
cxpence, which mud have been defigned to a& 
offenfively, as by the treaty with the Englifh, they 
were to lend him afiiltancc in cafe his affairs re- 
quired it he endeavoured to cut off the commu- 
nication between the factory at Patna and the city, 
by (hutting up a gate contiguous to the fa<ftory ? 
and fenced the part of the city towards the river 
with a wall, to the great inconvenience of the 
company’s boats ; and this could only have been 
v done with hoffile intentions, as the vicinity of the 
factory, and the Cnglilh troops therein, were the 
befi: defence he could have on that lide. In fine, 
the chiefs of every fa&ory complained of fuch 
oppreflions and violations of the hnglilh rights, as 
indicated an abfoluce determination to quarrel. 

Tire jhaTrfcTmm-s were actufed to be tVe princi- 
pal advifers in thefc mtafures, as they feemed to 
r ; asiih 
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wifh to haVe the Englifh extirpated from the courts 
tr) , that the principal lharc of the commerce n ighf 
be ca-ried on through them One Coja G egorv 
was at the head of his armv, and he had fev oral 
Armenians in the command of his ieapojs bat- 
talions 

The Cngbfh undoubtedly had been guilty of 
glaring abufes m the articlc^f trade* in open vio- 
lation of the treaties , and, indeed, the inland 
trade that was illegal, proved the foufce of the. dis- 
agreement with Coffim He naturally believed, 
that every gentleman who did not approve of the 
revolution, was hoftile to him, and from thence he 
v as charged of having been guilty of Several m- 
ftances of difrefpect to the company’s lervants, 
becaule he had refufed a vifit from Mr Ellis , an 
vdgm'y, Etd general Carnac, b-fore the commit- 
tee o f the houfe of commons tha* had ncier before 
bameftredto the eh tf of a faPbry Had Mr Carnac 
been ipore convcrfant with the difficulties of ob 
taming formerly an audiende from the nabobs of 
Bengal, and the fubmiffion of the company’s ie - 
tariti when after repeated felicitations they u uci 
admitted to th*nr pTefehce, He would not have pre- 
fume 1 to abufe the crondefeenfion of the commutes, 
appointed Dy the houfe of commons, in calling 
indigijj the refufal of a v ifit from a fovefetgn to an 
obfeure memb r of a m-rcantile fociety, which m 
England, any man denies to his equals vv lthoiu bef 
mg called to account for his uncivil behaviour- 
It fc“ms as if every paltry chief of a factory 
looked upon himfelf as a potentate , and the caft- 
cm princes who granted them fettlcments, and 
Vol III Q^q afford-* 
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afforded' them protection, are now reduced to the 
humiliation of being intruded upon by all (hofe 
little European upttarts, when it is the.r pleafure to 
infift upon an explanation, with fovereigns whom 
they have levelled with their own. dais. Mr. 
Carnaps ideas mutt have been ttrangely altered 
ever fincc ho was a needy lieutenant m Abercorn's 
regiment. Quantum mutalus ab illo. 

. Mr. Ellis, indeed, as the general declared, mutt 
have been of a very warm difpofition, to have 
(hewn fuch an implacable refentment on this occa- 
fion. _ , 

' General Carnac being farther examined, in re- 
gard to tjic military tranfaftions of that period, 
find, that' on the iftof January, 1761, he rook 
the command Of the army, which lay encamped 
clofe to Patna, the capicpl of the province of Bahar, 
then in a moft diftrafted Hate. The Shahzadda, 
who lnd in his fervice monfieur Law, with the 
{battered remains of his countrymen from Chandar- 
nagore, was in Congar Kawn’s country, no more 
than fifty miles from Patna, where the difaffe&ed 
Knjas flocked to his ftandard, and every zemin- 
dar made a pretext of the troubles, to evade pay- 
ment of his Stipulated revenue, fo that all refources 
from that province were at a (land. Moreover, 
the Indottan troops, who compofed part of the 
army, were gto^vo outrageous from the changes 
of government, as they defpaircd recovering the 
} .immenfc arrears of piy due to them, by the depofcd 
nabob. The protection afforded, by the Englilh 
to 'the Shahzadah otcafioned much difcontenc and 
jealaufy'to the nabob Coffim Ally Kawn ; nor was 
the prince eafy on his part, having been exceed- 
ingly 
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ingly alarmed by an infurre&ton m his camp. He 
fufpe&ed this mfurre£tion to have bean let on foot 
by Cofiim Ally Kawn, and finding that heither 
the prclidencj , nor the nabob,* were in i condi- 
tion to fas our him, to the extent of hiswi(h-s, he 
was fblictrou* to leave the hnghfh army ’ 

All poflibility of accommodation from the cor* 
tmual { ries of difputes which had fubfiltird between 
the Engltfh and Cofiim Ally Kawn, being cut off 
by the inhuman murder of Mr. Amyatt, and the 
gentltfmen of his family, and his attendants, as 
th-y were returning under the faith of a fafe con- 
duct to Calcutta , a war was declared agatnft him 
the beginning of July 1763 1 fie reftoration of 

Meer Jiffier \m rtfolvid on, and he was pro- 
claimed accordingly. r 

Major Adams of 1 is tmjefty's 84th r-giment, 
upon \ horn the chief command of the army had 
d-iolied, after colonel Cootc, made his way 
through every oppofmon to the capital, and pofitf- 
fed himfelf of it by {form. 

After a campaign commenced and profecuted 
under the inconceivable hardlhips and difficultr. 
which met nably attend being in the fi"ld during 
the v lolence of the wet feafon in Bengal, Cofiim 
Ally Kawn was driven out of the provinces, and 
J figmlized his flight by the unparalleled and barba 
rotis maliacre in cold blood, 6f every L^glifi gen 
tleman, cud and military (Mr Fullerton excepprd; 
and of a number of other p-rf ms, anountmg in 
the whole to near 300, who had the rmsfomn'', 
fficfchsftees of war, co be hit prr&necs 
In the progrefs of this war, Cofiim was finally 
pslled out of the provinces of Bengal, Bahar and 
, O ifia 



Orifia. On the fourth of July if/had been deter* 
mined by the board, to proclaim Meer Jafner, na. 
bob, having the preceding day, received fome 
alarm on account of Mr, Amyatt and the Coffim- 
bu2ar factory, though no certain intelligence had 
been procured ; the letter-carriers having been dri* 
ven from their refpe&ive fbtions, by order cf 
Coflim Ally Kavv n. On the rath, they received 
inte!ligence.«f the total defeat of the troops at Pat-- 
na i and a confirmation of the ma fiacre of Mr. 
Atnyatt. On ‘the nth, the nabob Meer Jafner, 
after having concluded the treaty with the govern 
nor and council, left Calcutta to join the army, 
then advanced to Agurdcap. On the 19th, they 
came 10 an engagement with the enemy under the 
command of Mahomed 1 ucky Kawn, at Bullo* 
pot a, when they gained a ^complete \i£tory , in 
confequence of which, the enemy abandoned Cut* 
wall, a fort on the conflux of the rivers of Coffim* 
buzar and Agar. On the 23d, the army advanced 
toChuna Cftlly, and on the 24th in the morning, 
fturmed the cremy’s inveftments at Mootejil," by 
which they gor poflefHon of Muxadabad, with 3- 
bout 50 pieces of cannon of different catilevies. On 
the 2d of Augufi, the army after crofling a nuPa 
or nvinein the face of the enemy, came to a ge- 
neral engagement wirh the whole of their troops 
in a plain remarkable for the former defeat of Sultan 
$ujah, called Garish. The enemy had collected 
their whole force, confiftmgof twelve battalion* of 
teapoys regularly difeiplintd, and 15000 hoife, 
with t7 pieces of cannon, mounted in the Tnghfh 
manner, being many of them taken from their irr- • 
vl (ftwa, ?.wd fc-y i-yc. Ew* 

ropearf 
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TOpems After an obftmate difpUte of four hoyrs, 
m u Inch the enemy broke a part of the Engltlh 
troops, and had taken pofleflion of two pieces of 
their cannon tney attacked his majtfty's bpth re- 
giment in front and rea-, but the king and the 
company's forclsgiintd at laft a complete vi&ory, 
the entemy having abandoned all their cannon, to- 
gether with 150 boats, loaden with grain and 
other ftores. On the 1 ith, the army advanced to 
Omahnulla, a fort which the enemy had fortified, 
being {uuate between the chain of h Us and the ri- 
ver , from the former to the latter, the) had thrown, 
up an entrenchment, on which they had mounted 
100 pieces of cannon , after having amufed the 
enemy with their approaches and batteries on the 
bank of the river, where the Enghfh army made a 
falft attack , on the 5th of September they made 
the real one, on the foot of the hill, in which after 
an obfllnate refinance they fucceeded, and got 
poT flion of the whole of their cannon,, having 
made a \ery great daughter of the enemy, and 
taken about 1000 of thetr cavalry prifoners ^ 
Cofiim had near 60,000 people m arms m that 
entrenchment, and the whole Enghih arm) did not 
amount to mire than 3000 firelocks. About the 
cn 1 of S-*pt»mbwr, they advanced towards Moi- 
ghcer, which having attack-d r-guhrly, il ty made 
a prafttcable br A ach, and the gjrrilon coniiftmgof 
2000 fi.apu)s uulated , tl at place Colfim had 
* made his capital, and had ftrengtbened as much as 
his time and ctrcumftinces would admit. There 
they received accounts of the rmlEcreof the Eng- 
lifh gentlemen and ibid i"r% 1 ho were pntoners of 
^a;. At Chabaud, when On march to ■Mongheer, 

major 
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major Adams received a letter from Ccfiim Ally 
Kawn, ligni Tying his refolution to cut off the ling. - 
li(l> gentlemen in his pofleflion, in cafe the army 
fhoulcl advance further. 

It was while the arm) lay at Chabaud, that thev 
were informed that Ramnarain and Rajih Hnllub 
were Tent out in a boat from Monghocr, before 
Cofiim had left it, to a little breach in the river," 
in fight of the garrifon. where they were put ta 
death ; and about the fame time rajah, Futufing, 
and nine more of Ramnarain's relations, were like- 
wife put to death ; and on the advance of the army 
towards Patna, they found the bodies of the two 
fedts buried in an apartment of a houfe at Ihhar;' 
thty had been put to death by Cofllm’s order, and 
expoOd under a guard of feapoys, to bcafts and 
bir Is ot prey, that they might not be b'irrted, 
accorhng to the rites of their religion j-being 
Gentoos. 

About the end of the month, they were advanced 
to the enVjrons of Patna, which place, after afpi* 
rited defence, they made themfdves mailers of, on 
the 6th of November by fiorm, the enemy having 
On the courfe of the fiege, got pofTcflion of one of 
their batteries, and blown up their magazine. .Af- 
ter P<irna was taken, the enemy made no further 
(land. The army advanced about rhe end of De- 
cember to ihe banks of the'Caramnalfa, the buun- 
dar) of the provmrr, at which time Cofiim with' 
the fluttered remains of his army and his treafure, 
were waiting to complete the bridge of boats ovir 
the Ganges in order to crofs over to Sujih Dov- 
lah’s country* which he entered on the Ath of De- 
cember. Ccfiam A% KaWsaxmy was battet ap- 
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pointed arrd better difciplined, than any Trfdiab ar- 
my was eycf before. The probability - of fuccefs, 
muft have evidently appeared in favour of Cofum, 
though the troops under major Adams, were all de- 
termined to a man," either to conquer or die, there 
being no other refourGe. ' Colfim Ally Kav/n had 
purchafed the greateft part of his field artillery 
clandeftinely of the Europeans 5 he had carriages 
made by his own people from Enghlh models ; 
they were made with elevating ferews, and in eve- 
ry refpedt as good.as the models.’^ • ~ ■ 

Mcerjaffier, fome time before' his' death, had 
aflbciated in the government, hisfeumd fon Nud. 
jumul Dowlah, then about twenty years of age, 
and declared him his fucceffor* Upon the death 
of Meer Jafficr, which happened in die month of 
January i 7 Mr. , Middleton, then xefidcnt at 
ti\e durbar on the part of the company, was pre- 
fent at the ceVemony of placing Nudjumul Oowlah 1 
on the mufnud, and gave and received the com- 
plimentary prefents on that occafioo. , , 

* The govcrnor ( and council fent a deputation, 
confifling of four gentlemen of the council, to the 
nabob* who concluded a treaty with him. As 
Nudjumul Dowlah ’was to be fupported in his go- 
vernment by the company, they ftipuhted fuch 
conditions as were convenient to their affairs! From 
the timfr, the barrier between the country govern- 
ment and the company had been broke down, 
contelU for power h^d arifen between them, rill in 
*76 3* when the ‘Engliih affairs were brought into a 
molt critical btuatian "by the war with Cofiim Ally 
Kawn. In the new treaty, therefore, with Jaffier 
Ally Kawn, in 1763, it had been ftipulated, that 
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he fhould not maintain above 12', 000 horfe/ and 
23,000 foot. Thus deprived of power to be* 
come formidable to the Englifh, he had no mb 
Jitary force that could add ftrength to the army 
during the wars with Sujah Dowlah, which for 
Jbmetime wore fo ferious an afpeft, as to oblige 
the fervants of the company to augment their 
forces, which, together with the great diftance of 
the fcenc of action, increafed the military ex- 
pences beyond the extents of the company’s funds 
in Bengal. This was reprefented to the nabob 
in Odfober 1764, and he was with difficulty pre- 
vailed on to contribute five lacks -of rupees pef 
month, towards the expence of the army, fo long 
as the war with Sujah Dowlah fhould laft. The 
little afliftancc that had been received from any 
forces that had been- kept up by the* nabob, con- 
vinced the council, that the entire defence of rjis 
provinces muft henceforth reft upon the Englifh 
army.. It was therefore thought wife and prudent* 
to difeharge the nabob from the expences of keep- 
ing up any military force, but luch as fhould, Be 
necefiary for the parade and dignity of govern- 
ment ; the diftributing of juftice, and the bufmefs 
of 'the collections ; and in order to indemnify the 
company for the increafed burthen of their expen- 
ces, it was rcfolved to propofc to the nabob, that 
the temporary alignment of five lacks of rupees 
per month, fhould be converted into a perpetuity, 
fo long as the exigencies of the company's affairs 
fhould require it, or there was a necefficy for keep* 
ing upfo large a force for the defence of the pro* 
vinces. 

This 
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This was in fa£l, the lart ftroke of policy, whlcll 
lodged all the military power inherent to the nabob/ 
into the company. '1 hey had feduced the num-*.. 
ber of his troops ; then forced liim to pay an annu- 
al fubfidy for the fupportof their additional forces, 
and concluded, by depriving the nabob of a {land- 
ing army, and impofing upon him a perpetual tri- 
bute, towards the cxpence of the company’s new 
(levies to enflave him. The eftabiifhed income of 
the company at this period, was about 1,400,000 
pounds' 1 fie rling, per annum, including the five 
lacks per month, and exclufivc of Goffipore, which 
had been ceded to the company by tht- king, and 
had yielded to tile company near 230,000!. per 
annum. 'I he military expcnces,incljding the charge 
of fortifications, amounted to about 1,100,000!. per 
annum : civil cxpences of feitlements to .about 
2oo,ot>ol. per annum ; fo that there would have re- 1 
matned a clear income to the company of about 
350,000k to be employed m the purchafe of invert:-* 
iinents, exclufive of the profits arifing from the 
files of goods imported from kurope. Such was 
the iituation of the company in point of income, in 
April 1765; and repearedlv as the direflors had 
enjoined their fervants not to extend their territo- 
rial objects, the council thought the Converting 
the temporary aflignment of five lacks inro a per- 
petuity, was the moft eligible mode of ascertaining 
to the company proper refources for their prodigi- 
ous military difburfemems ; and it has appeared 
fince, that the immenft expenres they have been 
at for maintaining formidable ‘armies, were incur- 
red swa wrAy tt> defend Vne provinces, ’out to mak 
new conquefts, and new encroachments. They 
- You IU. R r tried 
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tried to perfuide the nabob that he was left in a fi- 
tuatton as defirable as any of his prcdectfiors. 

'1 he old nabob ‘had been fo nvetted to Nund* 
comer* a man of very bad character, that the v\f ole 
affairs of government had been committed to him 
without any controul : he had once been comickd 
before the board of afliftmg *the enemies of the 
company in their dtfipns on Bengal ; and though 
very ftroncty fufpedtedof carrying on a treache- 
rous corrdpondencc with our enemies, during the 
war with Sujah Dov.Iah ; yet the nabob, notwfih- 
- Handing the rcmonllranccs of the board, continued 
to fupporr him in the plenitude of power, 'ihe 
court of dhcdlors ordered he flioulj not be em- 
ployed in any ofiice of trull, which together with 
the opinion the board bad formed of bis ebarafttr, 
brought them to the refolution of having him re- 
moved from fo abfolme a ftvay ; confentif g, hovc- 
\er, if the nabob (hould infill upon it, to have 
him in any lucrative office, with fuch checks as 
fhotild prevent mifehiefs to the public. 1 he board 
therefore came to the refolution of recommending 
Mahomed Reza Kawn, being the fittrfl: man for 
• their purpofe. 1 he immediate collcftion of the re- 
v enues was to be under Roy Dulub, and others de- 
vnted to the company, who were become fo inter- 
tiled in the bufinefs of the collections, that they af- 
lumed a right of rtmbnftraring, when people who 
did not concur into their mcifurcs, were cm- 
- ployed. 

The’annual fall of rupees had been coofidered ?5 
a very g» eat grievance to that country : it was 
therefore made a fttpulation in the treaty with )Su- 
jum zel Dowlah, that he would make jointly v/ith 
\ the 
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the board, proper regulations for removing fo great 
a grievance. The company’s deputies, as was ex- 
pected, met with great oppofition from Nund co 
mer, an artful and ambitious man , \ hofe o\\ n pow cr 
i as to be fo great)} lefened by the new treaty, pro- 
pofed to the nabob The chief objection tint the 
nabob made, was, to the nomination of Mahomed 
Reza Kawn, of whom Nund corner hid mfufed to 
Ins nutter fo great a degree of jealouly , th t the 
deputies found the nabob ftr6ngly prepaflefied w tth 
an idea, that the council meant to place Mahomed 
Reza Kawn on themifnud The deputies having 
given him folemn aflurances, that there was nofuch 
defign, the young nabob was at laft convinced. 
They were particularly earned to have the treaty 
executed, as they learned that Nudjum al Dowlah, 
b) 'advice of Nundcomer, had applied for funnuds 
from the king, mtvndng to nkc pofleffion of the 
provinces by virtu- thcreo r , prev ous to any ihpu- 
lation with the company ; and, on the very day for 
feaung iSuijnm a\ Dowlah on * re nufnua, under 
the mlluence of the company, he fent word that 
the funnuds were arrived, and it was with fome 
difhculcy he was prevailed upon to poftpone the 
public receipt of them The board had expreffed 
in ooinion, thit if funnuds were necefLry, th<“V 
fliould be obtained only through the influence of 
the company, and were dilpleaf d tint Nundco- 
mer had applied for them without thur concur- 
rence. 

1 he new treaty hsv mg b-en ex-ruted, and Ma- 
homed Reza Kawn having be n received by the 
nabob is his mimflcr, the deputies proftcuud the 
other object of their comn llBon, which wis to ob 
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Inin fach a knowledge of the revenues, as might 
enable the board to give their fintimcnts to the 
pabob on the allotments neceflaty to be trade in 
the collections. To this Nundcomer gave the ut- 
jnoft oppofitton, as an enquiry into the revenues 
Was fare to difeover any rmfmanagement of his. 
The fubfeqrient orders of the board, with refptft 
to Nundcomer, gave the nabob great offence. Mr. 
George Vanfittart had brought down from Patna 
fame ftrong prefumptive evidence, of his having 
carried on a treacherous cqrtefpondence with the c- 
nemies of the company, during the war with Sujah 
Don la h; upon which, the council pofitively dr* 
retted, that Nundcomer Ihpuld be lent down to 
Calcutta, to anfwu the charge. The nabob was 
very unwilling to part with Nundcomer, but the 
"board periling in their order, -he was fent down to 
Calcutta, i 

It was with extreme concern, Mi. Vanfittart and 
his council were driven to the necefiity of allow- 
ing the forces of the company to pafs the bounda- 
ries of the Bengal provinces, as the court of di- 
reftors had frequently ejtprefled a with, that their 
fervants would not extend their territorial objects* 
The unprovoked invafion of Sujah Dowlah com- 
pelled them to deviate from that line. 1 he battle 
of Buxqr put the Englifh forces immediately in pof- 
falfion of the county of Gafiipore ; and as it was 
jmprafticable for the governor and council, after 
that evenr, to withdraw their forces back to their 
proyinces, th-y refolved to afk the king far fun- 
nuds far that province, as an aid towards defray- 
al* preaV fxy-trim t»f the army. 


When * 



C ’ 3*7 ' 3 

\Vhcn the treaty with Nudjumul Dowlah was 
concluded, lord Clive was expefted to come with 
extraordinary paw ers ; but, it was impoffible for 
the council who were there, to have left thefucccf- 
fion to the mufnud foiong in fufpence, as^to have 
waited his arrival. Ic would have been equally 
improper to have allowed the young nabob to exer- 
cife the powers of government without entering 
into ftipulatlons with him on behalf of the com- 
pany ; befides, that the’ leaving of an event of that 
importance to the country undetermined, would, 
probably, have created much mifehief and eonfu- 
fion with refpeft to the collections, and every other 
object of ftate, and no member of the board pro- 
pofed to wait tilLlord Clive’s arrival. 

But to return to Nundcomer, he was confined 
immediately upon his arrival at Calcutta, and . was 
not permitted to leave his houfe w ithout permifiion 
from the governor. A molt glaring injuftice, as 
the board had no right'whatfoever to fend for him. 
to Calcutta, nor was he obliged to anfwer the 
charges they had brought againft him for mifeon- 
du£t in his office as minifter to the nabob. Had 
the accufation been proved or not, the board had 
no power to compel Nundcomer tofubmit to their 
juriiclidtion, though he might not perhaps have 
difputed it. It was not* till foms months after his 
arrival at Calcutta that he was examined by the 
hoard. 

The opinion of the court of directors upon the 
conduct of the company’s fervanrs, in the courfc _ 
Oi tne war agairilt Cofiim Ally Kawn, did not co- 
incidewirh the demand that had beert made of the 
Gaffipore country, and the intention of conquering 
- Sojah 
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Sujah Dowlah’s dominions for the lung. They 
required them to adopt feme fyftefri, which might 
dearly mark out the barriers of the country go* 
vernment, and the company's territories; and 
ordering the ftridteft enquiry to be made, whether 
any contribution had been exacted by ,the fervants 
from the nabob Nudjumul Dowlah cn his accef- 
fion to the fubahlhip. 

‘ It feems that the annual amount of the nabob of 
Bengal’s revenues, after payment of the fum ftipu- 
lated by treaty, was ahout two millions feeding. 

In the courfe of the examination before rhe com- 
mittee appointed by the houfe of commons, men- 
tion was made of prefents, to the fervants of the 
company, and having purfued their inquiries 
thereupon, they gave the houfe a fummary and 
comprehenftve view of the v. hole they had hitherto 
difeovered upon an objeft fo* important, and 
thought proper to add the following fchedule. 

Account of fuch fums as have been proved or ac- 
knou [edged before the feledt committee appoint- 
ed by the houfe of commons, to have been dtf- 
tributed by the princes and other natives of Ben- 
gal, from the year 1757 to the year 1766, both 
inclufive ; difhnguillung the principal times of 
the faid diftributions, and fpecifying the fums 
received by each perfen refpedtively. 

Revolution in favour of Meer Jaffier in 1757. 

Mr. Drake, (governor.) £. 31,500 
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Colonel Clive as fecond in the feleft com- 
mittee - ' 

Ditto, as commander in chief ■ - 1 

Ditto, as a private donation - £. 234,000 

Roy Dulip, who had the principal ' 
management in the diftnbution of the 
treafury of the murdered nabob Serajah 
Dowlah, received upon the acceflion of 
Jaffier Ally Kawn as a prefent from co- 
lonel Clive, one lack, 25,000 rupees, 
being five per cent on 25 lack <' 4 

Mr. Watts, as a member of the com- 


mittee, 240,000 rupees 
Ditto as a private-donation 
Major Kilpatrick 
Ditto as a private donation 
Mr. Mamngham - 
Mr. Becher - 

Six members of council, one* lack each 
Mr. "Walfh ‘ 

Mr. Scrafton 

Mr. Lulhington 

Captain Grant - 

Stipulation to the navy and army - 


j [. 800,000 
27,000 
3 .W 5 3 
27,000 
27,0:0 
65.200 




/-r.:6r,c75 


Lord Clive’s jaghire was Iil:ewi 3 
period. 

Revolution in favourer CccE 
Mr. Sumner 
Mr. Holaell 
Mr. McGuire . - 


at this 


2S.C0? 
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Brought forv 

vard 

79.5S2 

Mr. Smith - 


I 5 > 354 

Major York 

* 

15.354 

General Callad 


12,916 

Mr. Vanfitt3rt, 1762, received five lacks 

5 8 >333 

Mr. Me, Guire 5000 gold mohurs 

- 

s >7 5 ° 


6 

200,2 6z 


Revolution in favour of Jaffi cr, 1763. 


Stipulation to the army 

- 291,666 

Ditto to the navy 

H 5> 8 33 


£■ 4.37.4 99 . 

Major Munro in 1764, received from 

■ * 

Bulwantfiog 

10,000' 

It appears colonel Munro accepted 
from the king a jaehireof which he 

delivered to the naboh.Meer. Jafficr 

, 

as mentioned before 

1 2,500 

Ditto from the nabob 

2,000 

The officers belonging to major Mun- 

ro s family from ditto 

3 >ooo. 

The army received from the mer- 

chants at Banaras 

46,666 

* 

£.’62,666 


Nujum 
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' .ftfujuni al Dowlah's acceffion, 1765. •' . 

'Mr. 1 Spencer 'iC; 2 3’333 

'MciTrs. PJaydeli; Burdett' ahd Gray,- ’ ‘ 

one lack each - - 35 » 000 

‘‘Mr.-Johnfiofie- ' • » - . - , 27,650 

.Mr. Leicefler ' r - " J 3 > 12 5 ' 
Mr. Senior - • - . 20,125 

-Mr.-Middletoii 1 ‘ *• i. -14,291 

Mr; Gideon Johnftone * - . 5,833’ 

;, 1 ; 1 ' : ' £- 1 39 . 357 • 

'^General Carnac received from ; Bul~ : 

' - wantfiitg; in 1765 .* -7 :'; 9 * 333 '. 

Ditto front the king _ ■ 333 

Lord Clive’ received^ from the begun! r , 

' in 1766.' 58, 333 

. _ Refiitution, Jaffier 1 757, . , , 

Eaft India company , • 7 “ ' i, 200,000 

’Europeans ->•’ - , * •. 6oo‘,ooo 

Natives - 7.' . ,250,000 

Armenians ’ - - t • ,• 7. 106,000 

f - t ‘ • jC; 2_, 1 50^000 , 

• • Coflim, 1760. ■ '* 

Raft India company ' - . '£.62,500 , 

-"’-Vol. III. - Sf Jamer 
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Jaffier, 1763. 

Fail India company .. - 375,000 

Europeans, natives, 6cc. - 600,000 


£ 973>°°° 


Peace -with Sujah Dowlah. 


Eaft India company 


£ 3 S 3>333 


Total of prefents 
Reftitutton, &c 


2, 1 69,665 
3 . 770.833 


Total amount, exclufive of lord Clive’s 7 

jaghire. ^ - . y\ 5,940,498 


That rupees are valued according to the rate of 
exchange of the company's bills at different pe- 


The committee next dated to the houfe their in- 
quiries into the_tranla&ons of the company's fer 
rants, relative to the afTairs in Bengal, from the 
date of lord Clive’s government in rl e sear r 764, 
anti they found that on the ftcond of May of that 
sear lord Chve then in England, svas fsvorn in 
prefident and gosernor of Bengal, and commander 
in chref of the forces there, ard that Meffieurs 
Sumner and Sykes, then alfo in England, v ere 
appointed counfellors at that preildency," tfe lormer 
to fucceed to that government. And the commit- 
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tee further found, that lord Clive, Mr. Sumner, 5 
general Carnac, Mr. Vetelftand Mr. Sykes, were 
appointed a fele£t committee, by a letter of the 
court of directors, dated the firlt of June 1764. 
Cord Chvc, Mr. Sumner, and Mr. Sykes faded 
from England for India the 4th of June 1764, and 
armed at Madrafs the fecond of April ^765 5 and 
the committee being informed that lord Clive, ini' 
coniequence of the-intelligcnce he received at Ma- 
drafs, of the fituation of the company’s affairs m Ben- 
gal, had wrote fiom thence two letters of material 
copfequence ; ‘which did'not ftand upon the com- 
pany’s records, the one to Mr. Rous, the other to 
‘Mr.WaKh, and partly in cypher^ they proceeded 
to inquire into thlt tranfa&ton , and for that pur- 
pofe they examined Peter Michel, Efq, who being 
afked if he knew of any letter w ritten in cy pher 
from lord Clive to Mr. Wallh in 1765. He faid, 
he had fuch a letter ; that it was dated the 17th of 
April, nndjwas delivered to him by Mr. Jamt«, 
tjae late fecretary, as an official paper. That the 
original letter appeared to have been put into Mr. 
James’s hands by Mr. Rous, about the 19th of 
March 1766, part of it being in cypher, in order 
to be decyphered, the key of the cypher being in 
poffcffion of Mr. James,* whom a day or two atter- 
wards delivered it to the witnefs, that he might 
decypher it ; which being done, he returned it, to- 
gether with the decy pjiered copy to Mr. JameSyby 
whofe direction he afterwards made another copy 
of it, whtch he alfo delivered to Mr. James , upon 
his quitting the office , it again came into the pof- 
feffion of the witnefs being aO^ed whether any 
Qf the directors, except the^ members of the fecret 
- com*^ 
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pommittee, at that time knew of a ny thing of that 
letter ? he faid, he believed not , and that h» did 
not 1 now what become of the original letter and 
two letters were produced, that to Mr* Rous, con 
taming various intelligence and opinions of lord 
Clive, refpeftmg the affairs of Bengal , that to 
Mr. 'Vy'alfh, containing directions to his lordfhips 
attormes, to make purchafes in India (lock and 
the following 1$ an exa& copy of part of the faid 
Jcctersj 


Madras, April 17, 17^5, 
To Thomas R,ous, Eftj, 1 

Dear Sir, 

ct We arrived at this place the 10th mftanfjanJ 
fliall proceed to Bengal next Saturday. The prince 
of Wales kept us company the greatefl part of the 
way to Ceylon, and is, by this time, 1 hope, at 
Jierdefhned port, all well I muff enter with yoq 
into the politics of India. The particulars of on- 
line fuccefs and now very fiounihmg condition ot 
tbe company’s affairs m Indoftan, you well have 
been informed at large, before this reaches you l 1 
fball therefore only trouble you with my fentiment*, 
in ■confequcnce of thefe fucccflcs, and Cruft to 
ypur co operating with me in carrying mtoexecu* 
tion, and in eflablifhwg upon the moll fohd bafis, 
fuch parts of piy plan, as appear capable of anfwer- 
mg, that wc hare both fo difTnrercftedly at heart, 
fhc company’s honour and profpemy. 
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; We have'nt hft,rarrived at chat critical period 
which I haVe long forefeen ; I‘ mean, that period 
which renders it ncccfiary for us to determine,' 
\yhether we can, or fhall take the whole to ourfelvcs, 
Jaffier.Ally Kawn is dead, and Ins natural fon is a' 
minor ; but 1 know not whether he is yet declared 
fuccefibr. > Sujah Dowlah is 1 bear from his domi- 
nions; we are in poflcffion of ir, and it is fcarcely 
hyperbole t to fay,. to-morrow, the whole 'Mogul 1 * 
empire is in our power. The inhabitants of the* 
country, we know, by long experience, have no 
attachment to any obligation ; their forces are nei- 
ther difeiplined, commanded,! nor paid, as ours 
are. Can it then be doubted, that a large army of 
Europeans will cftedhially preferve us fovereigns,* 
not only holding m awe die attempts of any coun- 
try prince, but by rendering us Co’ truly formida- 
ble, that no French, Dutch, or other enemy will 
prefume to moleft us., You will, I am furedma- 
gine with me, that after the length u e have run, 5 
the prjnces of Indoftan muft conclude our views to 1, 
be boundlefs ; they have feen fuch inflances of oud 
ambition, that they cannat-luppofo us capable of 
moderation., , ? The very "nabobs whom we mighc 
jfupporr, ’would -be either covetotls of our poffeifi- 
oos, or, jealous of our powers. “Ambition, .fear; 
avarice, would be daily watching to deftroy us ; a’ 
vi&ory would.be but a temporary relief to us,<for' 
the dethroning of the firft nabob, would be fol- 
lowed by the fecting up of another » who, from th6 
fame principles, would w'hen his treafu re admitted 
of his keeping up'anarmy, purfue the yery path 
of his predeceSor. We mtift, indeed, become na- 
v bobs ourfelves in fadt, if not in name, perhaps 

totally 
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tbtally Co without dtfgutfe , bur, on this fubjedt 1 
cinnot be certain untill my arrival in Bengal, Let 
US and without delav, complete our three Curo 
pean regiments to 1000 men each, fuch an 
army, together \\ ith 500 light cavalrs , three or 
fou- companies of artillery, and the forces of the 
country will ttrtamly render us in\ inctble. In 
ilurt, if riches nnd tecurity are the oojedts of the 
company, this is the method, the only method, 
now for fecuring them Our troop, you « id hear, 
are at this time abo\ c half W3y to Dehit, a march 
I highly diftpprote of, I mean abfolutelj to 
bound ogr poflefiions and conquers to Bengal 
Never fball the going to Dehli be a plan adopted 
by me, if poffible to be avoided , and you may 
depend upon my putting a (lop to it , nor fhould I 
even have thojghtof going fuch lengths, if others 
had not rendered it necetfary I could have wi/hed 
that our operations had been carried on upon 4 
plan of more moderation, and that we had not been 
obliged to maintain any other military force, than 
what might be fufficient to prefers e and purfue our 
Commercial advantages, bur, fince our vitfws are 
extended, and fince commerce alone is ‘•not the 
whole of the companj’s fupporr, we muft go for 
ward, to retradt is impoflible One w ord more' ; tn- 
creafe our array to the eftabhfhment above men- 
tioned 20,000 fmall arms, with gun powder 
fufiictent, and remember that the light cavalry are 
mpft nccefTary, The eftabhlhment for Madrafs is 
iufficient, no addition is wanted there, but Ben- 
gal requires your attention, &c." 

To avoid repetition, we (hall omit the hit part 
of the letfer relative to the civil department ' 

(Copj ) 
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(CopyO 

. " Dear Wallh. Madrafs, April 17; 17%. 

Memorandum : thofe parts in cypher are dirtin- 
guitihed thus *• “ t have defired Mr. Rows to fur- 
nilh you with a copy of my letter to him. of this 
day’s date ; hkewile with the cypher, that you may. 
be enabled to underttaod what follows. “ VVhat- 
" ever money l have in the public fund*, or any 
« where elfe, and as much can be borrowed in 
« my name. I defire may be without lofs of a mi- 
“ note" inverted in Halt India rtock. You will 
" fpeak to ' my attornies - on this point ; let them 
“ know I am anxious to have my money io dt£ 
“ pofed of,’* and prefs them to prefs the affair as 
“ much as poflible, See.** . 1 

Mr. Dudley, who was deputy chairman of the 
Eal\ India company at the. time lord Clive’s letter 
to Mr.NValfh arrived in England, informed the 
committee, appointed by the houfe of commons, 
that only Meflieurs Rous, Boulton, and himCcU* 
were prefent when it was read, and the court of 
directors were not acquainted with the contents of 
it, as the three genrlemen mentioned did not com- 
municate the intelligence, that, lord Clive had 
given orders to lay out all his money in - the India 
rtock, to the proprietors, not the court of, direc- 
tors, The purport of the letter to Mr. WaUh was 
never laid before the whole fecret committee of the 
Eaft-Iodia company,; the letter to Mr. Rous was 
read to the court jdf, directors, except { the laft para- 
graph, which mentioned that there was a letter to 
" * ' Mr. 
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Mr Wallh indeed, they had no power to fup* 
prefs any part of a le tec on the publ c lervice 
Lord Clue being examined by the committee, 
was afhed whether it was his intention that his tet- 
ter to Mr Rous, in cypher of the 17th of April 
1765, fhould be kept a fecret , he fald, he meant 
that Mr Walfh fhould not duulge the contents o c 
his, bccaufe it was of apolitical nature. Thferea 
fonswhy he repofedfucha confidence m this agent 
are very obvious, as Mr AValfh was not m any 
public fituanon whatever, refpedhng rhe Eaft India 
company, hut his lordrtup’s trufty friend, to whom 
he communicated all his domefttc concernj Lord 
Clive faid, that Mr. Walfh had formerly been a 
fervant of the company’s abroad for rrany vears, 
and from the resolution of Plaficy, nil a tonfidera 
ble time afterwards, was his fecretary , and 11 as in 
trufled with all the political tranla&ions during the 
time that his lordfhip had the cotnmand of the ar- 
my, and hitevrife part of the ume of his govern- 
ment in Bengal. 

In order to vilify Mr Vanfittart’s admimflralion, 
lord Clue declared, {that he was informed of the 
company’s fervants carry ing on the trade m fait 
at firft duty free, and afterwards, on paying two 
and a half percent was all contrary to the com 
pany’s orders , mat he was fure, when Mr Van 
fittart had eftabhfhed by agreement with Coflim,- 
the duty of nine per cent, the majority of the 
council denied Mr Vanfittart’s authority, and in- 
filled upon their right to trade duty free, by v;rtue 
of the royal firmaun , at the fame time, that they 
infilled that Coffim Ally Kawn fhould not fuffer 
his own fubjeftsto trade duty free. He mentioned 
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the complaints of the inhabitants that the company’s 
fervants, and the agents a£tmg under them, had 
engfofied and monopohfed the whole trad e °f the 
country , and his lordftup being requeued to fpe- 
cif) any particular complaint, declined it In- 
deed, lord Clue, whole government y, as defamed 
b) the moil notorious, and tbe mod opp r effi\e, 
monopolies, Ihould have been filent upon Mr. 
Vanfittart’s conduct in this refpe£t. He arraigned 
the conduct of the t fame gentleman in regard to 
the treaty which he rpade tit Mongheer, agreeing 
to pay nine per cent, and commended the coun- 
cil for having refufed to conform to it, becaufe 
it was improper in his lordlhip’s opinion, and 
they ought to have paid a great deal more , nei- 
ther did bis lordfhip think Mr. Vanfittart was au- 
thorifed to conclude a treaty without la) log it be- 
fore the council , and that general Carnac, Mr. 
Verclft, and Mr. Cartier, gave it as their opi- 
nion, that the company’s fervants had a, right to 
trade dut)-free by* the royal JirmaUn , and, -with 
Vefpeft to the duty of nine per cent, the nob}? 
lord declared, he had no right to conclude fuch .a 
treaty with the nabob, and that he conGdcred the 
inhabitants of Bengal as fubjefts to the nabob, 
becaufe thelnogurs power was annihilated. His 
loidflup denied havtng formed a refoldtion atMa- 
drafs to feize the dewannee, difmified part of the 
company’s fertfants, and to call fomc of the fuuor 
fervants from the other fettlcments to 611 up thv.tr 
places, upon his arrival at Bengal. 

Mr. Willb informed ihe committee, that he 
one of lord Clive’s attorneys, y, h-n he was abroad, 
and being a Iktd t)hat quantity of India Bock he 

Von. Ill, T t pur chafed 
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purthafed for lofcJ Clive, in conference of the let-- 
ter in cypher from Madrafs to him, April' 17, 1 765. 
lde faid, that lord Clive’s sttornies did not buy for 
him above 12,0001. principal flock. In the inter- 
val between the time that he received his lofdlhip’s 
letter, and the arrival of the packet, which brought 
public advices from lord-Cllye, then at Bengal, 
relative to our being in pofleffion of the dewannee ; 
that it was fold our, and difpofed of to,completc a 
purchafeof land that lord Clive had made.* That 
a great part of lord Clive’s faid flock was bought at 
3 651.1 that after the arrival 'of the packer, fomc 
flock was bought for lord Clive at 175I. and fame 
at 1 79!. and that India flock remained 'af 190I.' 
three or four months afterwards : 'and' being aiked 
the amount -of the other purchafes made for lord 
Clive ? he faid, That after the arrival of the pub: 
lie advices, there was bought on the atftof April 
33,000b at 175b .and 5000b at 179b on the 
'9th of May, being the whole that was bought for 
lord Clive when he was ’abroad : and he added, 
that lord Clive’s letter to him,- was delivered to him 
by lady Clive, at the fame time ihat Mr. Rous re- 
ceived his letter, they being both at her Iadyfhip’? 
houfe. That Mr. Rous and \the witnefs'went to 
the India- houfe together,, to have,theif letters de- 
cyphered : that, as it was Sunday, neither the chair ' 
man nor deputy-chairman, were there, -without 
tvhofe orders the letters could not be decyphered*: 
that he therefore left hisjetter w ith Mr.. Rous rill he 
could obtain that- permiffion^and t went the next 
day to the India -houfe and received from the 
Chairman, the contents of hts letter decyphered; bs- 
jngafked if he could enumerate any of Ihofe peifbns 
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vTio made pufchafes of £aft India flock, in confe- 
rence of the good opinion he had declared con- 
cerning ir, as mentioned in the former part of his 
ewdence,he faid he could not. ^hat from the no- 
mination of lord Clive to go abroad, the witnefs en- 
tertained hopes that great advantage would enfue 
to the company, and was in confequcnce' a large' 
Hock holder on himfelf , that, he therefore probably 
fpoke* of the advantageous iituation of the company,' 
before the receipt of* lord Clive’s letter* that he 
judged afterwards by the diredlion from lord Clive 
to purchafe ftock for him, that it was a beneficial 
thing, and being afitoP how many attornies'lord 
Clive had at that time, he find five, to all of whom 
an extract of-fuch part of the above-mentioned let- 
ter, as related to the purchafe of the Eaft India 
ftock was communicated. * 

The committee found that lord Clive, Meflieurs 
Sumner and Sykes, arrived at Calcutta on the 3d 
of May 1765, f and took their feats at the council 
orf the 5 th. That on the 7 th'' they aftembled v as 
members of ’the feledt committee, •'afliiming the 
whole power'of the fettlement, civil and military,' 
and 'that they adminiftered to themfelVes and their 
fccretaries, an oath of fecrccy*; that they acquaint- 
ed general Carnac and Mr. Verelft, the other 
members of the committee, named by the court of 
directors with thofe determinatibns, and acquired 
the immediate attendance of Mr. yerelft, then chief 
at Chattigong; general Carnac being at that time 
at the head of the army in the province of Oude. 1 
■That lord CUve opened the committee, by adetter 
containing the full declaration of his lord Ih ip’s own 
intentions, venturing to afiert that anarchy, confu- 
{ ' v fion 
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fion, an almoft general corruption has dHgfacetU' 
Mr. .Vaafitart’s government, and that the critical 
iituatioti of the company; which Mas on the con- 
trary mofh flourifhmg, as his lordfhip i Inmfelf had 
acknowledged in his letter to Mr. Rous,' renderediti 
absolutely mdifpenfible, for the fpeedy fettling off 
their affairs, that the power fhould be veiled im 
the hands of a few. As the feleft committee was 
at his lordlhip’s command, -it was natural for the 
noble president to wifri the e'lciufion of pan of the 
council* in regard to the meafures he was refolved 
tb purfue* r . » ' i . " - . 

Thefirflrefolves of the commiftee were, ’tb re-call 
free merchants rrftding up the country, with an or- 
der tb the chiefs of the feveral fubordinate factories 
to convey in Jafety to Galcutta, all who fhould rc- 
fufe to comply n itii this menfure, with an injunfiP 
on to tr2rifmit accurate lifts of all Europeans ' not 
immediately 'mjhe company’s fervice, who refidecT 
in nriibout their refpe&ive diltridb. * / ^ 

. Flis excellency the nabtrtrhaving, immediately* 
on his arrival at: Calcutta, land previous to' any' 
enquiries into his Situation, dcliv ered a letter to 
the noble prefident, addrefied to his lordfhip and 
the gcntlemeh’of the fecret committee. Atranf- 
lation of the* above letter was read : according 
to thcfafls advanced mtbis letter; the committee/ 
v\ ere of opinion,* that .Mahomed’ Reza Kawnp 
fnicethc death of the Jate nabob* had diftributcd' 
among dertam perfons near twent) lacks of rupees.- 
This trfracula'r committee declared, that it was 
incumbent upon them, to difeover to whom fuch 
funis had been paid, and for what •confidi.rariorv 
in order tkwt f thc moft eilefttial meafures be pur* 
i iuul 
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fucd to remedy for the prefent, hnd to prevent for' 
the future, -any 'dingCrous'confcqiicnces ‘whiclr* 
may have arifen, or which may arife, -not only to 
the Country government, but like* ife to the com-' 
pany, from* fuch' prp&ices. - Thefe * pretended" 
reformers proved ’afterwards, mote ‘corrupt and 
more rapacious; than anybf their prcdeccflbrs. ’ ' 
The tubftance of the letter from his excellency il 
the nabob Najim O Dovslah to the noble preft* * 
dent ar.d the committee was, that his father had' 
defigned him his fucccflor, » and thatr*]vfeflicurs 
Johndonc and Lcyccflcr came to Coilimbuzar a 
few days after JaffiCrV dcccafc,* as deputies from 
the board/ at Calcutta, to direct 1 the .young na-‘ 
bob’s councils, and injoin him 'to fend -for Ma- 
homed Reza Kawn from Dacca, and fet him • as" 
naib of the ntzamut. 'This troubled him much,- 
as the> told him alfo, he muftnoc fie in thi dc'wan 
connahj and muft live in the fame place where he ' 
was putting a flop to 'all public bufinefs, till the- 
arrival 1 of Mahomed Reza Kawn, whom he fuf- 
pc&cd to have had long ago evil intentions on the * 
nizamut ; that his father deemed him' always as 
his enemy ; and bcfidts, there was a large fum 
due from him to the drear. 'Mr. Johnftone di- • 
dared to the young nabob, thatunlcfs he imme- 
diately fignul an infrrument, which he offered to 
him, he ihould have no great chance of being in 
poficfiion of' the fubahdary.* The young nabob 
complained of has ing b6cc compelled to fign it.* 
After this, Mahomed Rezi Kawn arrived, and fat 
as naib. Tor the better • Teeming his pofl; he 
ilUtrtbutedabo'vc twenty lacks of rupees among 
b’-h people » hbtho&ght proper, and this with- 
out 
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out the young nabob’s know ledge That the find 
Mahomed Reza Kawn made Mr Johnftone his 
protestor, and Mr Lcycefter his vakeel He 
kept the nabob’s Teal under his own feat, and no- 
thing was to be done without his will or order. 
Tie diftributed titles, emplo} mci ts, kelcurs, e!e 
phants, and jewels, to others at pleafure The 
young nabob complained, that he was much* 
diftrdfed for mone> for paying bis fervanfs wages 
and other current expences He concluded, by 
reflcdhng on Mr. John Hone’s bad treatment after 
his father’s death, and on Mahomed Reza Kawn 
abufing of the power vetted m him, by the ftation 
to which he had been raifed. 

'JThe circumftances of the gentlemen of council, 
application" for prefents from the nabob, were as 
follow, according^ Mahomed Reza Kawn s narra- 
tive after his excellency had been feared on the 
jnufnud, feveral members of the council faid to 
him, the gentlemen who haveaflifted Firmauo Na 
Xtng, have obtained prefents, now that we have 
feated his excellency on the mifnud, and rendered 
him fervice, we hope he will make prefents tons 
Do you reprefent this to his excellency ? I a offer- 
ed, ^ Do you remember yourfelves mention it 
At length, as they were eainctt with me, and I 
perceived they would be offended at my refufil, I 
reprefented it to his excellency in conformity to 
their defire his excellency faid to me, (t It mutt 
be done , do you make out a lift, and bring U 
roe ’ I replied, ** Your excellency is the matter , 
yourfelf determine upon whatever may be your 
pleafure ” Accordingly an account of the prefents 
for the gentlemen was made out, before the na- 
bob’s 
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Y>ob*s face,- and given under- his hand and feal td' - 
Tvlr. Johnflone, in the’ prefence of all ’the fourgen^ 
tiemrn i; after three or four days,- Mr’,, Johhftone" 
.carried this paper to the nabob, arid. laid, 
your excellency 'has given this paper unwillingly^ 7 
and contrary- to yfaiir inclination ,' ■ we , do' riot want 
it.” ■ His. excellency an{\vered,:“I have given it' 
to you of my owri.pIeafure'anH iricHnationi'^.-'Afr 
ter this cOnverfatioii had. palled,- Mri' Johnftorie' 
faid,' *f »Whac.(hall we Ho : ‘with a'b’are 'paper.?” let 
‘orders be "given 10 Mahomed RezaKaivnTor.the. 
payment of therrioney.' His excellency, according-’ 
ly-commanded me to pay-’the money agreeable to' 
the paper : I made fomediy’s delay? rind upon Mr. 7 
Johnftone-and -the other '■ gentlemen' making again 
- a demand upon 'me, ' I’ preferited' th’e 'following * peri- 
titlpn • to-, his • excellency^- te : with 'regard to giving- 
the money for the- geri tie men V prefen c/ whatfoever' 
is /your excellency's : pleafiire; :c;: His" '‘ excellency [ 
figned thereon V'V Let -Mkh6me'd :: Reza Kawn.pay’ 
it.*’ - - Accordingly 875 .bob' ’ rupees were give n ^ to 
nine /gentlemen,- 256,060 by four-bills upon' - the' 

- houfe of SedtsJ-the date of the payment thereof.wiU’ 
appear from their boolts, and the'remairiirig 625,000 
. in ready’ f money from the treafury."/ •' / 

<.,6ih of June, ' 1 765; ~*;7 ’• ’■ 

.*'/ ’*.**■, '^‘ A’true'trariflatioh. V * v 

'/ri ' : ’Vl Perfian tranfiatofl 

- -When the 'gentlemen demanded an acknowledge- 
went 'from Mahomed Reza Ka'wn/ he a(ked,' r “ Is' 

‘ ' " ’ " not 
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no* this to be a general affair, and are not the other 
gen lemen to have a lhare, &c ” To this the) re- 
plied, “ No, this muft be for us . let them look 
Co themfelves. 


Account of prefents from the nabob • 


Mr. Spencer received rupees 100,003 

Mr. Playdelt 

- - - - 50,000 

Mr. Burdect 

- - - - 50 coo 

Mr Gray 

- 50,0c 0 

Mr. Johnllone 

- 237.ee 0 

Mr. Middleton 

j i 2,500 

Mr. Senior 

- - - I 12,500 

Mr. Leycefter 
Mr. Johnftone’s 

112,500 

5 ounger brother - 50,000 

Total 875,000 

Remained due 350,000 

Total 1,225,0 00 


George Vanfittart, Terfian translator, 

"With regard to the prefents which Mahomed 
Reza Raw n made to the gentlemen of council, 
the Hate of the cafe is this. Mr. Johnftonc fen* 
him a mefTage by Mootgram, as follows ** Where- 
as ) ou have been appointed his excellency’s naibf 
it is proper that jou maVe os fome prefents for 
^ourfelf’' He reprefented his fituation, that he 
would do \% hat was in his po ver, but th*t he couH 

njt 
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-not furmfh any great matter. In the end the fund 
bf 4^5,000 rupees was agreed upon, of which hb 
paid 225,000 and 250,000 remained due, accord- 
ing to the Under-written particulars. 

Account of the prefents from Mahomed Reza 
Kawn. , 

t 

Mr. Johnftone received , rupees 100,000 
Mr. Leycefter - z “ 50,006 

Mr. Senior - 50,000 

Mr Johrtftone’s yoUnger brother - 25,00b 

Total for Mr. Johnftone and Co. 225,000 

Mr Spencer received at different times 50,000 

1 • 

Total 315,00c! f 
Due 250,006 
Total 565,000 


A true tranfldtion. 

George Vanfittart, Perfian tranflatot. 

The fum total received by the above-mentioned 
gentlemen from the nabob, Mahomed Reza Kawn, 
fantl Juggut Seat, was 1,240,000 rupees. 
Remained Unpaid 675,000 
According to Juggut Sett's narrative, when 
Mr Johtutone, and the other gentlemen of coun- 
cil, went to Murfhadabad, and applied them- 
lelves to the regulation of the whole fubahdary, 
\ OU III. U u they 
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they fent hin\ the following mefiage by Moo‘- 
gram. (t Make us fome acknowledgment, and we 
vi iH fettle all our bufineft accordingly, accordtrg 
to jour hearts de/ire, other wife we fhali be dif- 
pleated, and your bufinefs meet with no afliflance} 
for you formerly made an acknowledgment to lord 
Clive and other gentlemen ; being remeddefs, be 
confented to ghe 125,000 rupees, 50,000 imme- 
diately, and the reft when he could collect ha 
debts from the* county . 

The committee of the houfe of commons think- 
ing the proceedings of thefcleft committee of Ben- 
gal of great importance for the houfe to know di- 
•itfndUy, divided aheir inquiries refpe&ing thofe 
proceedings infoihe followmgheads. 

- 1 ft. The meafures they took refpcdtfng the exe- 

cution of covenants. 

" adrRecallmg the European agents. 

3d. Their examination into the nabob's com- 
‘plamts. 

. 4th, _The eftablifhment of the treaty, purporting 
to be a treaty of peace withSujah Dowlah, and the 
acquifition of the Dew annee.* 

5th. Eftablifhment and progreft of the fait foci- 
ety, and other matters relative to that trade. 

They found that the committee of Bengal had re- 
folved to enforce immediately the execution of the 
new covenants againft receiving prefents, by the 
fervants of the company from the Indian powers 
in virtue of a letter from the directors ; the com- 
mittee did not difeover from the records, that this 
matter had been brought under the confide ration of 
xhe council-board ; nor had any notice been given 
to the other fervants of the company, that they 
* were 
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were req jtreJ to execute fuch covenants In regard 
tO the tranfa&ionsof recalling Europ-an merchants, 
it appeared, that the feted! committee refolved to 
recall all free-merchants refiding up the country , 
within ohe month after nonce, and that orders 
were fent to the chiefs of fubordtnate factories to 
convey in fafety to Calcutta all who refufed to 
comply. > 

The opprefiions and enormous abufes committed 
in confeqttence of this order, have fufficiently ex- 
pofed thOfe who have enforced the execution of 
fuch arbitrary mandates againft laW and equity. 

' In regard to form chftributed among certain per- 
fou by Mahomdd Reza Ivaivn, ftnek the death of 
the late nabob, faid to amount to near twentyr lacks 
of rupees , it was proved, that Mr Johnftone, had 
actually received the feveral fums of money and 
bills, fpecified for his ufe, in the general accounts 
of Mahomed Reza Kawn, and Juggut Seat. Bd 
appeared from the evidences entered in the proceed- 
ings of the committee appointed by the houfe of 
Commons, to have been a principal agent and ma- 
nager, in obtaining and diftributing the pretents ; 
but unacquainted, thfcy wodld willingly fuppofe, 
with the menaces ufed by Mooteram in hts name 
to Mahomed Reza Kiwn and Juggut Seat, m or- 
der to extort a fum of money from the latter, for 
the ufe of the deputation , and laftlvq that he had 
been guilty of adtual difobedience to the company’s 
orders, m arraigning indecently, and refurtng pofi- 
tivelv to acknowledge, the authority w herewith 
the fe’eft committee were inverted, by the honours 
ble the cojrc of directors, and by urging their ufur- 

ped 
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perl powers in exeufe for declining any reply to char* 
ges that fo deeply affedfc his chara&cr. 

, That Mr. Senior had received all the moot) 
fjpecificd for his ufe in the ev idence already men- 
tioned, and alfo, the further fum of 50,000 rupees 
from Mahommed Rcza Kaivn on his ou n account, 
but that he ^either authorized the meflages delivered 
by Mooteram, nor wasadtive in obtaining or diftri- 
buting the prefents. That Mr. Middleton had re- 
ceived prefents from the nabob and Juggut Scat 
only, firmly believing them to be u voluntavy ; and 
thatjie always intended to refufe the prefents de- 
fined him by Mahomed Reza Kawn. 1 

•That Mr. Leycefter had received the feveral 
Turns affixed to his,name, in the abovc'-tnentioncd 
accounts, but that he neither did, nor intended to 
receive the biJI, lodged with Mooteram for his ufe, 
nor was any ways concerned m the menaces thrown 
out by that perfon to Mahomed Reza Kawn and 
Juggut Seat. , . i 

( ThatMefiieurs PlaydcIJ, Burdett and Gray, re- 
ceived each 50,000 rupees from the nabob, in the 
full perfuafion that the fame was a free gift to the 
gentlemen who then compofed ( the board, without 
any application on their parts, or confidcration cn 
the nabob’s for fervices performed. 

That. Mr. Cartier was utterly a flranger to any 
demands made in his name, and that he would ab- 
folutely have refuted a laclv of rupees intended foe* 
him by the nabob, had it been ever tendered to 
Jum. , 

1 hat upon the whole, the gentlemen who fat at 
the board, as well as thofe who negoented flt the 
durbar } were guilty of adlual difobedicncc to the 

pom- 
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company’s pofitive orders relative to the covenant** 
both to delaying to execute them, and in receiving 
prefents contrary to the exprefs letter and fpirit of 
thefe obligations. ' 

It appeared to the committee, from a narrative 
of Mahomed Reza Kaw n, tranfmitted to lord Clive, 
who was then at Mootejtl, that he had related fadts 
with -great candour and precifion, confirming in the 
ftrongeft manner, theTeveral particulars fet forth 
in his former evidence. That he had pofitivcly 
averted, and with the greattft appearance of truth, 
that neither the prefents from the nabob, nor from 
himfelf, were voluntary, but granted after fbme 
.altercation and tedious negociations with the gentle 
men of the'deputation. That Mr. Johnftone at 
firft defired a very large fum, but after a great deal 
cf debate, and many conferences, Mooteramcon- 
fented to accept 6,25,000 rupees from the nabob, 1 
and 475,000 rupees' from Mahomed Reza Kawn ; 
of which fum the whole was paid by the nabob, 
and 225,000 by Mahomed Reza Kawn, dnmonoy 
and bills'; that over and above '137,500 rupees, 
which Mr. Johnftone obtained from the nabob, as 
a joint member and ‘ fenior fervant on the deputa- 
tion ; the fame gentleman ftipulated, that 100,000 
rupees for himfelf, andt50,ooo rupees for his bro- 
ther, fhould be paid fecretly from all the other gen- 
tlemen •, that befidcs the above fums clandeftintly 
obtained from the nabob, Mr Johnftohe as prin-* 
cipal agent and manager, thought proper, without 
tjie confent at knowledge of hvs colleagues, like-' 
wi|e to appropriate 50,000 rupees to himfelf, and 
$5,000 to his brother, out of the money grante4 
* - ) Maho- 
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Mahomed Reza Kawn,over and above his allowed 
proportion as member of the deputation. 

, Mr. Sykes being called before the committee of 
the houfeof commons, and being afkcd what part 
cf the political conduct of the governor and coun- 
cil of Bengal he meant to find fault ; laid, he con- 
curred with general Carnac in difapprovmg the ap- 
pointment of Mahomed Rc 22. Kavn with fitch ex- 
tenfivc powers ; and added, that he blamed the 
gentlemen who fettled the. treaty with Nujum al 
JDowlah, for omitting the opportunity they then 
had of conftituting a- fund adequate to the expences 
the company were obliged to be at in protecting 
the country. That the revenues were left tea 
much at the mercy of individuals, and he thought 
the natural cfFeft of thefe arrangements would be 
to put the nabob in fuch a fituation, as , to enable 
him to with- hold the ncceflary payment to the ar- 
my, \% hich w henever he.dia pay it was with re- 
lu&ancc.* Thatthe difapproved ofimaking the con- 
currence and approbation of ’the governor and 
council necefiary to the appointment and difmiflion 
of the nabob’s officers, and objefted to the appoint- 
ment of Nujum al Dowlah to the rr.ufnud, in pre- 
ference to Myr Jaffier’s grandfon, particularly as 
the grandfon had been declared the legal heir, aril 
Chuta nabob, in the public durbar, by Myr Jaffier' 
in the prefence of the witnefs, in the year 1760,’ 
foon afier the death of the nabob Meer Jaffier’s fon 
Mccram ; that there were four or five hundred offi- 
cers of the government prefen t at the ceremony, 
and that he received a drefe on the occsfion. ' 

. With refpedt to the money that had been taken, 
the following paragraph in the nabob’s letter proved 

the 
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the fact to be true. ff After Mahomed 
Kawn bad fat as naib, be, for the better cftablifh- 
ing himfclf in the naibfhip, diftributed above 
twenty lacks of rupees among fuch people as he 
thought nrj>pw, without my knowledge.’’ 

To enable the hotile to form further judgment 
.upon the evidence given to the feleft committee of 
Bengal, Mr. Gregory, who had been converfant 
in the ceftoms of i India, being afked, from the 
natural difpofition of the natives of Bengal, what 
credit could be given to the evidence of an officer 
in the country government, when fetfed and fur- 
tounded by military guards? 'hefaid, he could 
give but very little credit to an evidence fo given : 
that he apprehended a native of that country, exa- 
mined under, apprehenfions of his own fafety, 
.would give the evidence that would tend molt to 
his own advantage. And he farther informed the 
committee of the houfe of commons, that if there 
is any thing criminal likely to come out agairtft the 
man, and aiplace of refuge near at hand* he fup- 
pofed there was neceffity in India of ufing a force 
to detain him, otherwife not. That in point of cuf- 
tom of the country government, they generally 
ufed violence, and brought witnefles to the place 
where they wanted to examine them ; but that it 
had not been cuftomary in the company's fettle- 
meats. • 

' And in regard to oaths among Gentoos, the 
witneft, faid he believed, under the form of oath 
delivered to the Gentoos, their teftimony is to be 
depended upon as well as others, though there 
have been inftances in which they have beau found 
guilty of perjury j and that he did not know any 
. inflance 
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iftftahCe of Gcntoos having quitted their habita- 
tions upon their being called oh as evidences; 
and unlefs their liv es or effedts were in danger^ 
or their cafti taken, from them, he did not appre- 
hend they would. Major Grant, who had been 
tefident in India nearly feven years, being exa- 
mined to the fame point, confirmed the Opinion 
of the foregoing witnefs, relative to the fame de- 
gree of credit to be given to natives of Bengal ex- 
amined under a guard. And being alhed, whe- 
ther he would dilregard the evidence of the na- 
tives of that country, though given under the 
forms of oaths, which arc reckoned mod bind- 
ing, according to the different fedb? he laid, 
that under the circumflances already mentioned 
of confinement,* and the dread of fronfequenecs; 
he fhould Hot pay that regard to their c\ idence 
that he otherwife fhould, unlefs there were other 
concurring tcflimonies to inforce it. And being 
hiked, what regard has generally been given to the 
evidence of natives of all fedts, when called upon 
at a court-martial to give evidence in cafes of life 
and death ? he faid, he had never feen any in- 
fiance of that kind before a court-martial, bu£ 
imagined the court would pay every deference ’td 
an evidence where it appeared there was no in-; 
fluence or ifttereft in .view; that he had nevet 
fat on a court-martial, though he had occafion- 
ally attended the court in Calcutta^ but never the 
trial out ; was never prefent at any mftanee of a 
witnefs being examined under a military gufcrdi 
The committee found, by the proceedings on the 
trial of Ram Cham, which were read, that the 
moftfolemn manner of fwearing the vitnefles 
' according 
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Sccofding to thc„Gcntoo religion is with Tootfv 
dnd the Ganges water upon the cow's back, ana 
oath being admin iftered b'y a bramin from Gali- 
cart. 

General Carnac being quefhoned -.to the fam6 
point, fatd, it was cuftomafy, with refpedt to the 
natives of Iridia, to place the guards, or peons. 
Over petfons who were to be examined ; that 
there Was no minifters of ‘public juftice, but 
armed men ; dnd he thought it neceflary to 
place* a guard over Mooteram,*becaufe he waS 
under accufation ; that in regard to oaths of 
Gentoos/ he believed from their fuperftitious 
zeal, and their ftrong attachment even to martyr- 
dom to their ancient rights, they are held very 
facred. , 

Mooternm was examined under a guard, by 
dire&ionof lord Ciive, on an information, he faid, 
he- had received of hi i hav ing the bills and money 
tranfadions mentioned above, irt his particular 
care, rtndfhat he was feized to prevent his ef- 
capc. 

The fcled committee faking into confidcYatian 
many attempts which had been made to deftroy 
the unanimity, and corrupt the integrity of the 
company's fervants, both feperately and jointly by 
the nabob, through the influence of Nundcomer, 
and other, Hl-dilpoled perfons, who were admitted 
into his prefeftee, refolvcd, that all the intercourfe 
with the nabob, his minifters, and the country 
powers, be maintained and condu&ed by the right 
honourable the prefident, who had made a fpeci- 
ous profeffion of his difintqreftcdnefs, though his 
plan, previoufly concerted with his committee, 
’ OL * X x proved 
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proved afterwards a complete fj Item of monopoly 
and rapacioufnefs Mr Sykes, whofe probity 
and difmtereftedncfs are equally confjucuous, be- 
ing called before the committee appointed by the 
houfe of commons, and defired to ftate m nha*" 
manner the nabob, through the influence of 
Nundcomcr,. had endeavoured to corrupt his in 
tegritv, and that of his colleagues, laid, that; 
when he was fitting at the board, foon after hi* 
arrival, he was called out by a fervant to fpeak to 
Nundcomcr, who was in. a room contiguous to 
the apartment where the committee fat, that he 
of hunfelf, propofed to the w itnefs, to fecure to 
the governor and feledt committee 25 lacks of ru- 
pees, if they vere inclined to liftcn to his terms, 
without mentioning what thofe terms were , but 
the iwtnefs laid, he conjc&urcd the conditions he 
meant, w ere to fupplant Mahomed Reza Kawn, the 
then prime mimfter That he told Nundcomcr 
he had better go and mird his bufinefs, and inn 
mediately left him, to attend his duty m the com- 
mittee that no body was prefent at this comer- 
fation, (confequcntly that’s nothing marc than an 
tpfedmtf as there were no witnciks of this ex- 
traordinary inftance of the deponent’s uncommon 
contempt for money) than on his return to the 
commi tec, lie mentioned Nundcomer’s propofal 
to lord Clme, who faid be was a nfcal, and had 
better go about his bufinefs That he never af- 
ter, dircdtf) or mdiredtly, knew any thing more 
about the matter That Nundcomcr s political 
chara&cr was \ery bad , but he had no doubt if 
he had been made prune mimfler, he \ ould have 
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TiacHt In his power to ha\c fulfilled the pro* 
pofal. *' \ 

* With refpett t6 thetonclufion 6f tht* V/ar with 
Sujah Dotvlah, the fdeft committee found that 
.Sujah Dowlah, as his lad refource, had throw a 
himfelf on the generofity of the EnglUh, and was 
at that time a&uidly in camp,* reddy to receive 
fuch terms of peace as they Ihould prefenbe ; whtth 
appearing to the committee a favourable oppottu- 
ntty for eilablUbmg the tranquility of the country 
-on a permanent foundation, thfcy tfcfolved that m- 
flru&ions Ihould be fent to general Cnrnac, for 
4'ctthng the preliminary articles with Sujah Dow- 
.lah; winch they fent accordingly. And the fclaft 
•cammirtec raling into conCtderscion tb£ youth, in- 
experience and incapacity of Nujdm al Dowlah ; 
the nabob of Bengal ; the neceflity of placing the 
adminillration In the hands of men, capable to fup- 
port the w'eightof government, and attached to the 
company’s mtcreft, and hkewife the great danger 
ihat might arife to the (lability of the then efta- 
blifhment from fullering the whole powers for the 
abfolute management of thfc three provinces to ved 
5n a fingle perfon, Yefolved that Mahbnied Reza 
Kawn be advifed to relinquilh the title oT naib 
Subah, and alfo a part of the unbounded authority 
wherewith he was inverted by the late treaty, as a 
mcafurc not only agreeable to the nabob, bub ne- 
-cefiary 1o the fafety of the prefen t government, 
and the future tranquility of the country. 

It appeared that the plan ’ formed with a view 
of giving (lability to the- nabob’s government, by 
dividing equally the adminiftratidn between three 
nunifters, was in danger of being fubverted through 

the 
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the ambition of Roy Pullub, am! the exceflive 
movJcration or timidity of Mahomed Ueza Kauri, 
and Juggut Seat. 

The three minifters figned the new regulation 
made by lord Clive and his committee, for the pro- 
vinces Bengal, Bihar and Orifli, and hi, lordlhip 
bad received the funnud for the reverfion of hi; 
jaghirc, in perpetuity to the company, conforma- 
ble to the terms of his agreement before he left 
England : at the fame time, funnuds for confirming 
the nabob Nudjul ul Popish, fubah of the three 
provinces, were obtained from the king, v. ho gran- 
ted alfo funnuds for the yielding to the company 
in perpetuity, lands about Calcutta, and like wife 
for the Burdwan, Tvlidnapore and Chittagong coun- 
tries, The ptefident of Fort St. George ciefitcd 
at the fame time, his lordlhip, to obtain funnuds ' 
for the four northern provinces or fircars, which , 
his lordlhip deeming a matter of great importance, 
made at the fame time a point, that as the nabob 
intended purchafing the king’s favours at the price ' 
of five lacks of rupees, that all the funnuds requi- 
red on the company's accounr. fhould be afforded 
gratis. 

The nabob, on his lordfiiip’s reprefentatlon of 
the great cxpcnce of fuch an army as would be ne- 
ceffary to fupport him in his government, to de- 
fray the large fum due for reftuution, and to the 
navy, together with the annual tribute which was 
of neceffity to be paid to the kin", contented that 
all the revenues of the country fhould be appro- 
priated to thofe purpofes, 56 lacks of rupees a year 
for himfelf excepted, out of which fums all his cx- 
pences, of every denomination^ including cavalry 
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and feapdys,’ were to be defrayed. Mr. Sykes re* 
fdent at the durbar, was to fettle this new arrange- 
ment 

The nabob having agreed to accept this f annuat 
jftipend, made oyer the management of the fubah- 
dary, with every advantage arifing from' it to tile 
company, out of the above liipend he was to allow 
276,000 rupees a year, to the different branches 
of his family. Theie payments were to be made 
by the three minifiers monthly; who werealfoto 
have the payment of alt the nabob’s troops, fer- 
vants, &c. 

Lord Clive and general Carnac had a conference 
with Sujah Doulah, in which they offered him the 
terms fora treaty of peace. The negociauons be- 
tween them and the king at lilahabad had the deft- 
red effect ; and the terms were then fettled betu een 
them on the grant of the dcuannec to the compa- 
ny. Sajah Dowlah having expreffed the greateft 
reluctance at confenting to the 8th article of the 
treaty, and having frankly confeffcd, that the en- 
croachments of the Enghfli in>Bengal, with regard 
to trade, and the great abufes and exactions com- 
mitted by the company’s^ fervants, and others 
countenanced by them, made him apprehenfive of 
the confequences in his dominions, and had txpref- * 
fed fo much uncafinefs about the’ worJ 1 fa&ories,* 
that they agreed at !aft to leave it out of the treaty ; 
and (liggefted even the propriety of vuthdrawing 
the fattory at Banaras, 'as foon as the company’s 
engagements v ith Bulwantfing fhould expire. 4 
Lord Clive having refumid his ftac at thefelcCt 
committee, laid ‘before them a pompous account 
pfhtsfeveral negotiations with the country powers 

du- 
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during his abfenfe from the prefi Jersey, viz, -t h 
treaty of peace 'with Sujah Dowlah; the roja! 
grant of the officer of the dewannee of Bengal, 
JJahar, and Oriffit; the grant of his lordfhip's 
jaghire to the company in perpetuity, on the ex- 
piration of his lordfhip’s terms therein ; the con- 
firmation in perpetuity of Burdwan, Mtdnapoic, 
and Chittagong, and of the twenty-four pergunnas 
of Calcutta, which had been fo'rmerly affigned to 
the company by 1 the nabob Mecr Jaffier ; the 
confirmation of tlite company's pofleffions in the 
neighbourhood of Madrafs, &c, the grant of the 
northern fircars jn perpetuity ; alfo the articles of 
agreement'with the king, for the due payment of 
the tvvcnty-fiK lacks of rupee; per annum to his 
majefty, and the agreement with the nabob for the 
annual flfpend, as above dated, to be paid his 
excellency forche fupport of the nizamur. i 
1 By the treacy between his highnefs the nabob 
Sujah al Dowlab, vizier of the empire, his excel- 
lency Nudjim al^owlah, nabob of Bengal, ar.d 
the linglifh company, they engaged to affilt each 
other mutually, in cafe the dominions of the con- 
tradfing parties fhould at any time hereafter be at- 
tacked with a part, or the whole, of their forces. 

His highnefs Sujah "Dowhh folemnly engaged 
never to eptertain or receive Coffim Ally Kawn, 
the late fubihdar of Bengal, Sommoro, the afiaffin 
of the Enghlh, nor any of the European deferters 
within his dominions, nor to give the lead counte- 
nance, fupporr, or prote&Ion to them -, and to 
deliver up to the Englifa whatever Europeans may 
in future defer t from them into his country. 
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The king Sh"h Allum was to remain in full pof* 
felEon of Korah, and fuch part of the province of 
Xllahabad -s he then pofleficd, which were ceded 
to his majefty as a royal demefne, for the fupporc 
of his dignity and his expences 

His highnefs Sujah al Dow lah agreed to pay to 
the tnglifti company , in confideration of the great 
expence incurred in carry mg on the late w ar, fifteen 
lacks of rupees, the \/ho!e fum to be difeharged 
thirteen months from the date of the treaty 

Bulwantfing was to be continued in the zemm- 
daries of Banaras, Ghazapore, and all the diftri&s 
he poflcfFed at the time he came over to the nabob 
Jaffier Ally Kawn and the Engltfh, on condition of 
paying the fame rev enue as heretofore. 

His highnefs the nabob of Oude had the coun- 
try of Banaras reftored to him, the fort of Chunar 
excepted, which was not to be ev acuated untill the 
fixth article of the treaty v as fully complied \vith. 
~His highnefs allowed the Englilh company to 
carry on a trade duty free throughout all his domi- 
nions. 

The Enghfh forces were to be withdrawn from 
the dominions of his highnefs, except fuch as might 
be neceflary for the garrifon of Chunar, or, for the 
defence or protection of the king in the city of Ula- 
Inbad, if his majelty Ihould require a force for thac 
purpofe , and the fud comradhng powers gene- 
rally and reciprocally guaranteed to each other all 
the (tipulations of this treaty. 

The king Shah Allum in his firmaun, by which 
the company obtained the grant of the dewannee 
of B-ngal, Bahar and Orifia, acknowledges the Ht- 
Eachmentand fervices of tl e high and mighty, the 

noblefi: 
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hobteft of exalted nobles, the chief of illuftrioes 
fvarriors, his faithful fervants and fincere wdl- 
wifhers, worthy of his royal favours, the EngWh 
company. His .majefty grants them the de^annei 
°L- t . / 3K * provinces as a free gift, without the 
afiociation of any other perfon, and with an ex- 
emption from the payment of the cuftoms of the 
dewannee, which ufed to be paid to the court, ori 
condition, that the faid Company fhould be fecurity 
for the fom of 2 6 lacks of rupees a year for his royal 
revenue; which fum had been appointed from the 
nabob Nudjim til Dowiah Bahadar, to be remitted 
Regularly to the royal fircar. 

1 fi rmaun for the confirmation of 

iord Clive’s jagheer, the following Eaftern titles 
are given by the mogul to his lordflnp : the high 
dnd mighty Zubdut ui Mooli, Nufieer ul Dow lab, 
lord Clive Bahadrc ; his majefty confirmed in the 
province of Bengal (the paradife of the earth) his 
lordfliip s jagheer, for the term of ten years, to bc- 
gm from the 16th of May, 1^64, at the expiration 
company ** l ° rCve 1 rt as 2 P cr P e tual gift to the 

His majefty was alfo gracioufly pleafed to con- 
tirm the company’s poffcffions in the Gamine, 
h Y to rroer lings in the neighbour- 
i° od of , M: ! dr f 5 - ; s well as the fircar of Ssccacool, 
isntr ^ rcncfl company had been (tif- 

^nd according to the agreement be- 
ttrecn the nabob Nudjum ul Doulah and tht com- 
panj, hts excellency uas to receive the annual fum 
of hcca rupees, 5,386,13,, f or all h,s houihold 
cxpenccs, fervants, &c. and for the mjfmcnancc 

!*»r / Of 
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of fuch hdrfe, Teapoys, peons, bercundaffes, &ct 
sis may bethought neceffary, for his fewawry, and 
the fupport of his dignity only By a ftatcment of 
the changes wmch were allowed for the colledhons 
of the Bahar province in 1765, they aomoupred to 
ruoecs of forts/ 2,153, 934-2 10 By the ftate- 
ment of the revenues to be received from 
the Bahar province, from the jear <765 to 
September 1766, thev amounted to rupees, 

5 568,250 -7 5. I his was the! baLnce to be re- 
ceived this year 

Had his lordfhip' by his boafted reformation/ 
pu-fu-d effectual meafures to flop the tffjfion of hu- 
man blood* not only during his prefidLncy, bu*- 
for the time to come, and latd the foundation of 
future tranquility to thofe unhappy provinces, 
which had long been the fqene oi defolatron, to 
Cafe a company from the infupportable weight of 
ruinous wars, \ htch hive ever fince his. unpolitical 
regulations, r»ged m the pemnfhla of Indus , we 
fhould be glad to have an opoortunity to congracu- 
late hi$ lordlhip on his protection and fagacky, for 
having compared this profp-rous end , but the 
company have found by experience, that the ex- 
traordinary acquifition of revenue and influence, 
which he fln ttred himfelf to hav e ob atnecl for his 
con(htu**nts, far from having conciliated the affec- 
tions of the cojntry powers and fecur-d their p*- 
pofc apd happmefs* have been produdbve of new 
troubles ?nd calamities. He took ro meafures 
v hatfoever, likelj to infure a lading p*-ace and 
all the commercial advantages, which tb company* 
had a right to expedk f-om thur valuable acquihti- 
ons. In the company's H erto Beng 1 date 1 the 
*pth Februarj 1766, they obftrved, “tha^rofuc- 
Vol Jill Y y cefe 
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ctfs in carrying on the war again ft Sujih Dowfeh, 
to give his country to the king, could juftif) the 
meafure. That as Sujah Dow lah had offered to 
v< ithclraw his prote&ion from Coffim Ally, to enter 
in friendthip vvitli them, and to join his army in 
purfueng him'; that opportunity ought to have 
been embraced for putting an end to the war 
That all fight of the company’s sntcrefi: was from 
that moment loft, and that error had plunged them 
into many more ” They animadverted upon the 
reply made to the offlr of Sujah Dowhh, wheo 
they demanded he ftiould put Coflim and his gene* 
ral to death ; for if the law of hofpiwlity forbad 
his delivering them up, furely it forbad his mur- 
dering them. , 

, The difpoffejling Sujah DovJah of his country^ 
■was breaking down, as they apprehended, tht 
flrongeft barrier they could have dgninft tWr'Af- 
ghars, Moratta’s, and 3II the invaders of rhf em- 
pire, who were checked from penetrating into the 
Eaftern provinces, by a power fo refpcttablc as his 
vias throughout Indoftan. The railing the king on 
Jus ruins, rendered this ftili more linking ; be* 
caufc all the northern powers were his natural ene- 
mies, being attached to the vizier Garodin Kawn, 
and thougli the title to the crown was contefted, all 
parties feemed to unite in oppofing the claim of 
him. They acknowledged kings, and it v.as to be 
'feared they would come down upon him, before 
his ftrengih was confirmed ; and thus they might 
have drawn the wars, that have fo long diftrft&cd 
the northern countries to their own frontiers. 

The king could not poflibly have maintained 
himfeif without the utmoft afliftmee of the corn- 

pr.Tr 
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pan>, and Sujah Dow I ah was not fo reduced as not 
to make head again ,^and the /efuk might have 
been, to have awiir to maintain fix hundred miles 
from Calcutta, from the fucctis of which no pofh- 
ble advantage could hove b'H.n derived, and one 
defeft might have caufejl the total lofs of the pro- 
vince. 

In the engagements with the king, the ftipula- 
tarn for the charges ol the war wa$ unfettled, and 
the whole expence was left on the Bengal govern- 
ment. 

The appointing of independent dewans, was in- 
truding on the powers of the regent, weakening 
hts go\ ernm-nr, and tending to anarchy. Nor was 
any Enghflimon rraltci enough of the forms of go- 
vernment, to undertake dividing their departments 
without introducing confufion. IhfUad of forming 
qn equitable plari for carrying on the mhnd trade, 
tn concert with the nabob, according to the pofi- 
tive orders of the dtreftors, which were to put a 
final and effectual end to the inland trade ill fait, 
beetle nut and tobacco, and in all o.her articles 
produced and confumed in the country, until fome 
new method fhouid be adopted, their feivmts 
were guilty of a breach and violation of their or 
ders, as a determined refolution to facrifice the m- 
tereft of the company and the peace of the coun- 
try , to lucrative and felfafh views. 

The directors therefore pronounced, that every 
fen. ant concerned m that trade, fiOod guilty of -i 
breach o: his covenants with them, and Or their 
pofitu e orders ; and in confiquence of this refolu 
tian they pofitively directed, that if that treaty was 
fltil fob fill mg, they fhouid mal e a folemn renuncia 
tton, b) a foletnn aft to be entered upon their re- 
cords. 
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fords, of all right under the faid treaty, or o her. 
$yjfe to trade in fait, leetle nut and tnfcrcco, art} 
that they ibould tranlimt the renunciation or that 
part of the treaty m fotm, to the n*bob m the 
terfiin language Y/ hat ever government may be 
eftabhflnd, or whatever unfo*-efeen urcumlbrtces 
rray ^rife Old they, it is our reflation to p ohi t 
bit, and we do ablolutely forbid this m'anci moe, 
and all articles that are not for export and import, 
according to the fpirit of tl e firmaun, which does 
not in the lea ft give ny latitude whitfoever for 
carry mg on fpeh «n inland trade, and moreover 
they deemed every European concerned therein di- 
rc&ly, or irdireftly, gultyof a breach of his co 
venants and dfredted that he be forthwith fent to 
England , ana e\Cry rative v ho ftioyld avail him 
felf of the company’s protection to carry on this 
trade, without paying all the duties due to the go 
vernment, equally with the reft of the nabob sfub 
yefts, was to forfeit that protefhon, ard be barifh 
cd the fcttlcment 

This trade had been the fource of the war, ard 
was incompatible v ith the peace of the country<mci 
the mteicft of the company. 

Lord Chic, gerteral CarnrtC and Mr Sjheshcld 
thcPurnba, according to the cuftom of the coun 
try, «nd to thef ideas which they pretended to -n 
terta n oi the cc mpany's honour and irtireft bis 
exud'ency the nabob lac in quality of Nazim, ani 
lord Cine took his pi ce as ccllttlor < f the rcie 
nuesftr lusnajeftj. 1 hey thought if by no means 
adwf able to donate ujen flight cccafons, frrm 
the elLblilhed fortrs and cufloms of the anmi«-r* 
fary, and therefo c accepted for themfcKes ard for 
$he other iremb-rs of ihe ccurcil, the ufusl pre- 

Ten^ 
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fents of a~drefs and elephant to each of them. This 
c\p nee had formerly been charged to the govern* 
ment and was now brought to the. company’s ac- 
count , but as the amount was inconfideiable, they 
wool 1 not introduce any innovation that might tend 
to lefiln their dignitv m the eyes of the people. 
The zemindars and other pjblic officers confented 
to ply to the amount of 5 200,000, as fxrft fruits 
of the enfumg collections The collodion for the 
province of Bengal was this year 140 lack? Mr 
Campbelt attended the noble prefidcnt. at Mootejil 
as mint-mafter, to explain ^nd conduit a Icheme 
propofed by the fcledt committee, for cftabhfhmg 
a gold currency 

The directors, in the courfe of the war againfi: 
Coflim Ally Kawn, condemned the demand which 
had b'-cn made of the Gifliporc country, and the 
intention of conqu-nng Sujah Dowlah’s country- 
far the king, requiring them to adopt fame fyftem 
which might clearly mark put the barriers of the 
country government and theirs, and ordering the 
Unite!! erquiry to be made, whether any contri- 
buuons had been exaited by the fervants from the 
nabob Nudjum al Dowlah, on his fuccefRoa to the 
fubihfhip 

7 he fdeift committee appointed by the houfe of 
commons having requefted lord Clive to fay, whe- 
ther in his opinion, the grant of the dewannee was 
really a grant from a prince, who from hi» fituatton 
at that time, might be fuppofed capable of beftow- 
mg fuch conceffions , or, whether it was an mftru- 
ment executed as a piece of form, which Ins lord- 
fhip thought ic expedient to take from political mo- 
tives he referred to the public records of the 

com- 
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company,- wherein the actual iituation of thi 
Mogul was defcribed. He faid, the Mogul h3d at 
that time, fomethoufands of men in arms ; and in 
regard to lands and revenues to pay them, he be- 
lieved he was in pofleflion of Ulahabad, and tKt 
Btijah Dowhh and many princes of the countiy, 
made him large prtfents. And being nfl'.cd, if the 
Mogul was at that time wholly dependent on the boun- 
ty of theEngbfh for prote£tion,and even fubfifirnce; 
he faid, he did not know that the Englith afforded 
him any fubfittcnce at that time, nor till the ar- 
ticles of* peace were fettled with Sujah Dowlah', 
when the treaty was made, that he fhould hate 
particular poffcflions, and, a certain annual fti* 
pend ; that he certainly expected affi fiance from 
the Enjglifh; but that if he had been difpofed <to 
afk for afliftancc from other pouers„all Indofhn 
was open to him, and particularly the Morattos : 
that the Mogul was not in the power of the Eng- 
Hfh army at the time he granted the dewanneepbut 
tvashiso^n matter to do as he pi eafed/ though 
his power in Bengal was totally annihilated." And 
being alked, who put the Mogul in,poffefiion of 
Ulahabad ? he faid, the company did ; and he 
did not know of his having any other poffcflions 
at that time, and could not fay whether^ as the 
time was fo > Ihort, he had collected any of the 
revenues of the place, or made any arrangement 
of government, from the time he was put in pof- 
feflion of it, to the time of granting the devvan* 
nee. And being afked, if the mogul could have 
refufed the grant of the dewannee, provided the 
•Englifh had infilled upon it, without rifquing his 
own view 5 he faid, it was certainly his incerett 

to 
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to grant it to the company, who might have taken 5 
it without his confcnt; whether they would 
have done 'fo, his lordihip could' ,not fay r 
that there was ftill.fo much refpedt for the great 
-Mogul, that the independant nabobs -applied to 
him for’their confirmation, which confirmation is 
generally attended with confiderablcprefcnts from 
the princes fo confirmed, who gave them to the 
perfon they, apply to as Mogul ; that at the time 
of granting the dewannee, the Mogul was at Illa- 
habad ; that his fon was then reigning at. Dchli , 1 
, but always acknowledged that he adted under his 
father ; but his lordihip could not fay, whether 
the father acknowledged the fon to be his dele- 
gate : and being alkcd, if he could particularize 
iany nabob who made prefents on application, for 
confirmation to the Mogul at lllahabad ? he faid, 
Nujum ul Dowlahdid. K ' 

General^ Carnac being alked, if ‘the ’Mogul; 
when he granted the dewannee, was f in fuch A 
fituation as to induce him to fuppofc it was a vo- 
luntary grant, and *that he was in poffefiion of 
fitch authority as could ^enable him to do it ? 
faid, that Shah’Allum was really, to all intents 
andpurpofes, the great Mogul, as much as any of 
/his predecelfors, in proof of which he enjoyed 
the two . 1 great honours annexed to their dignity,, 
equally with his predeceflors, viz. the cootba, 
<>r prayer for* him as king,' was univerfally read, 
and money coined in his name throughout the 
whole empire. That fincc the invafion of Nadir., 
the < dilhnt' provinces had been very deficient < in 
the payment of the royal revenues ; but that, to 
*Hs certain knowledge, the complimentary nazara. 
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or prcfcnts, were fent to Shah A l bun by (re 
neighbouring provinces; rnd as he believed the_ 
province of JXhli paid a jcarl) allowance to his 
fnn, whorclidctl there as his delegate : that there, 
is no doubt, but the Englifh might have forced thtf 
print of the tlcwuince from the Mogul* if the) 
thought it prudent or juft fn to do ; but ti.a* Inch 
a proceeding would have c.' cited a gcncnl odium 
againft the llnglifh throughout all Wofhn, and 
that no fuch force was impofed on him ‘ that he 
give it voluntnrilj*, and had offered it to the wit- 4 
nefs before : that his intertfl was concerned in the 
grant, for there was fccurcd to him a much norc 
confidcrablc annuity than would probably have 
been paid him bvan> nabob; that the mogul had 
been in the hands of Sujah DonJah, who made 
ufc of the to) al name to collect the rev enucs irom 
the adjacent prov inccs ; but that, upon the de- 
feat of Sujah Dowlah, he again furretukred him- 
felf to the Englifh, and was bv them inverted 
with the provinces of Korah andllhhabad in full 
fovercigntv : that at the time of granting the dc- 
wannee, his mere dependarce was upon rhe ling- 
bfti; that i part of the companj \ troops were 
attending him at Illahibad, and that he never 
was without feme of them while general Carnac 
remained in the country; for the mogul was jea- 
lous of Sujah Dowlah, and would hav- been very 
imcif> without them. 

It is maniflft to all the world, that the mogul 
was fo circu nftanccd, that it was not in his 
power to refufc the grant of the dewannee to the 
company ; and general Carnac's evidence corro- 
borates this opinion. The firft poonah for Beiv- 
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fcalf fince the company became pofTeffetl of ths‘ 
dewannec, was held the 29th of April, 766 ^ 
and the company approved, that the forms efta- 
bhfhed by lord Clive at the folemnity of the 
poonah, ftiould in future be obferved ; and whq.fl 
the governor is not prefent, the refidetft at the ' 
durbar reprefentS the king Ydivan.' Orders had been 
iflncd from the court of directors," to enquire par- 
ticularly into the circumftances of the death of 
Nujum ul Dowdah, a report prevailing, that he 
had been poifoned. The ’committee appointed 
by the houfe’ of commons,' defired'Mr.- Sykes to 
relate what he knew upon that fubjedt. 'He in*- 
formed the committee, that to the beft of his re- 
membrance* when lord -ClivcJ general Carnac# 
and feveral other gentlemen, were on their way to 
Patna, in’ 1763, hjs lordlhip proceeded from 
Muxadabad to a garden* called SeradbaUgh : that 
the nabob being defirous of waiting on his lord- 
ftup at the garden, the witnefs accompanied him * 
thither, where he {lard till ten or eleven o’clock at 
night : that Mahomed Reza Kawn was alfo pre- 
fent, and that his excellency complained then very 
much of being' indifpofed, and Mr. Sykes ad- 
vjfcd him to return to the city, and bot expofc hid 
perfon to the cold j he having, as it appeared to 
him, then an ague fit upon * him ; and that he 
v ent to his own, houfe 1 accordingly.' Mr. Sykes 
hearing the next day, upon inquiry, that he was 
W’orfe, went to fee him, and found that he was 
confined to his bed m a high fever : that hereon-* 
tinued growing worfe three or four days, tn which 
time the witnets made him two or three vifits ; 
that his excellency, the third or fourth day of his 
Vol. III. Z z illnefs/ 
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illnefs, ferit. word he fhould be glad to fee Iijffl { ' 
that' ’he went' accordingly, . and on his arrival 
found him deiiriotis . and convulfcd ; , that v hc re- 
mained very near, -him .till he' died, which mi 
about tyyo hours 'after his arrival, that he heard . 
feme rumours from the- prefrdency ' at' Calcutta, 
that he had not fair play^'artd that he was'brouglit 
id an untimely end ; - in cdnfequence of which, he , 
applied to the deceafed nabob's mother^; to hear if 
fhe entertained any idea of that natnr'cj that /he 
allured him. /he did not, and that if .there had . 
.been any fufpicion' in the nabob’s mind, he would 
certainly have' mentioned, it : J that Mr. VcielG' 
mentioned in a ^private letter, that there wasfuch 
a rumour iri Calcutta,' and that it was levelled at 
lord Clive, 1 ' and the'gentlcmcn in adminiftration, 
by their enemies. '* Mr. Sykes:. laid,- he believed 
the ’ nabob, drank ibmc-icc water, which, as ‘he ’ 
.was .ill ^before, was '.improper for his '•fituatioa 
and that be 'does not recoiled! there was ' any •en- 
tertainment .but' what. tbej nabob brought . with 
him for -his own family'; that an irregular way of 
living’,' a grofs habit- 'of ’ body ” and ‘ fondnefs of- • 
women, .baftehed his "death ; .that he had the ye* 
nereal difeafe to a fevere degree ; and that, when 
he yifitcci him in" his'illncfs, he imputed his ap- 
proaching ‘death both to the fever and the venereal 
difeafe': that he had' been >11 three' or ‘four days 1 
when he vifitedlorcj Clive at Seradbaugh , and had 
a'fcvcr on' him at 'that time ; ih'af he took the ice- 
water himfelf.' - [ And being’ a/ked, .if. any' .indm- 
dtialbvas benefited by''his death 1 ? he ’faid, he be- 
lieved not ; 'but ’the Eaft-India company t did, -as 
they took, this opportunity of reducing tiie allow* 

' .ahee, 



unce that was made for’ the mi liter)’ cfiabliflimcnt 
of the former nabob, by reducing it from , fifty- 
five lacks of rupees a year, to rupees 41,. 8 t, 
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General Carhac faid, that as he was going up 
the country,' he went through Muxadabad; where 
the nabob wasveryjM; that he waited on hi^cx-,. 
’cellency, and found him in fo ; violent a putrid 
fever, that he ufed every argument to prevent his 
going to take leave of lord Cine, who was then a 
few miles bey ond the city at Scradbaugh’; that, to 
his great furprife, the nabob came thither, and, 

' in a few days after,, heard of his death i at which, 
'^mowing the dangerous fituation in which he left 
. him, and being of a grofs habit of body’, h6 was 
, no ways furprifed ; and that he was a very intern- 
“perate young man. And being a/ked, if he knew 
-any infiance of a nabob,' or any other perfon of 
. the country, being put to death by tta Englifh, 

* except in battle > lie faid, he did not $ v apd con- 
cluded, by^ affirming the nabob * had intimated to 
, him his‘complaint wasj a putrid fever , ) called in 
Jndoftan the* ave fever, which is attended with an 
itching at the nofc, and reputed incurable. s * ’ 
The court of directors having received intelli- 
gence of the enormous abufcs ( committed by the 
company ’sfervants in the inland trade,, in a gene- 
ral letter to their ptefident and council in Bengal, 
fhewed their difapprohation of fuch f unfair pro- 
ceedings in the following words: ' " * 

- u Tour ..deliberations on the inland trade have 
laid open to\is, a feepe of molt cruel oppreffion, 
which is indeed'exhibited at one view in the na- 
bob’s complaints. The poor of this country, who * 
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gnd.tlie injury to his revenues ; for if they paid 
6nly two and a half per cent.* and the country pee* 
pie twenty, or perhaps forty per cent, it was as 
much a monopoly as c’.cr. _ ■ 

Dow la Insing experienced the nfeen* 
dency of the Knghlh aims, tried to rtco\cr by po- 
licy, what he had loft by pulillanirmiy, and wept 
df difeipHne in his army. It {toms general Carnac 
fought lor his friend fhip, and perfuajed lord Clive 
that he might become a faithful ally, provided his 
lordfhip did not urge him todefpair. Mr. Carnac 
was of opinion, that from the regard the nabob 
vizier was held in throughout the country, even in 
his prefentdiftrefs 'would prove a much belter fe- 
curity to our,fronucr,' than any one v, c could pur 
in thife dominions Jn. his room. Hearing tine' 
Sujth Dowlah was drawing near, he fent captain 
Swinton with Rajah ShiUabroy to meet him. Hr 
arrived on the evening, Mav 20th, 1765, on the 
oppofire fide of the' river, and immediately eroded 1 
it with Jus brothei -tnMaw Solar Jung, and a very 
fey/ followers, in order to wait upon the Engl t(!v 
general. 

Mr. Carnac received him with all pofllble marks 
of diUinction, J at which the nabob exprefled much" 
fatisfadlion.. -He feemed however, a good deal de-‘ 
jefted at his prefent condition, which bore very 
hard upon him. He mull have 'found himfclf 
without refourcc, or he would not have fubmittcd 
to fucha condefcenfion, being the moll confidera- 
blt man in the empire, and. of j an uncommonly 
’mg'n fpinrr It was a good policy in the company^ ' 
fervants, to behave with generofuy towards a pcr> 
fon, who had all along bore a high reputation in 
Indoftan. 


Pre\ ious 
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Previous to this meeting, general Carnac hid 
Received from Sujah Dowlah the following letter, 
chicd May 1 29th, 1765. 

1 «* Ic is known all over the world, that the illutlri* 
ous chiefs of the Englifh nation - are conftant and 
Unchangeable in their friend Hup, which my heart u 
fully pcrftiadcd of. The late difturbances, were con- 
trary to my inclinations j but it was fo ordered by 
Providence. I now fee things in a proper Jight, 
and have a firong defire to come to you , and I?m 
perfuaded you will treat me in a warmer befitting- 
your own honour. You have fiiewrt great favours 
to others ; when you become acquainted -with me, 
you will fee with your own eyes, and be thorough- 
ly fenfible of my attachment, from u hich I will 
never depart while I have life. I am this day, the 
■*6th of the. moon arrived at Bilgram/' 

' ’ With his own hand. 

• -1 - r 

My Friend, » 1 

1 “ 1 regard not wealth,* nor governmert of coun- 
try; your favour and friend/hip is all I defire. 
Pieafe God,’ I will be with you very' foon, when 
-you will do for me what you think belt.*' , 
General Carnac, anfuerthe 24th of May 2765, 
T have been" favoured with your letter, declaring 
your intentions of coming to me, &c. 

** The receipt of this letter gave me great plea- 
ibre ; you was before Unacquainted with our oil- 
toms, and difpofitions f thanks be to God, that 
you are now become fenfible of the juftire and up- 
*rtghc intentions of the Englith. ‘Now that you are 
plcafcd to come to me in a friendly marner, you. 

may 



may depend on the beft reception in rtiy powef,- 
fuitablc to our cuftoms ; and J will not be f defici- 
ent in forwarding whatever is realonable for your 
interefi: ; and when your excellency (hall fliew a 
real attachment to the Enghih, their friendfb ip to- 
wards you in return will be manifefl to the whole 
world : you may with perfect confidence come 
here, as to your own;houfe, and to thefe that wilb 
yourwelfare, &c.” * •> 1 ' , 

* Indeed every appearance of unfult and violence 
to a perfon of Sujah Dowlah’s charadter w as to be 
carefully avoided, "in the terms they were to de- 
mand. i Lord Clive -at ho didfet out for the army, 
Tettlccl the preliminary articles, and adjufted a plarr 
of pacification with the .vizier. ' His lordilup’s end 
was effectually anfwered’ by a perfonal -interview 
with Sujah Dowlah, as it did lead him to a direX 
knowledge of his~real fentiments in the courfc of 
thetr conterences. Hislordlhip flattered hunfclf to 
have fhpulaied fuch conditions with Sujah Dowlah, 
to have formed fuch connexions with the country 
powers, and purfued fuch means, as were though: 
neceffary ? to the company’* intercft* ‘and the ob- 
taining a fafe and lalhng peace i but the ereci css 
ihewn fince, that the influence he defigned to riahr- 
tain by force of arms, uasdeftruXiveof thzz czer- 
mcrcial ? fpint, 1 which it was his lord/hip's t'v 
promote ; was ruinous to the; compsz", stjz 
preffive to the country. He Ihoulaiarr «ert£i 

-his utmofl endeavours-to conciliate rirsSc Xrors of 
the country powers, tortmovs tsshafr 
had naturally conceived of our ssir£*jQ, ard con- 

• vmce them that we aimed r.ot at cczcttd ard do- 
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ftiihion, but'fecurity in carrying on a frcc’frfdf/ 
equally beneficial ro the company and the natives. 

The French and Englifh companies having 
agreed to fettle amicably all differences. Mr. Law, 
the French commiffary, arrived on the •• coaft of 
Coromandel, and having received the rcftlcutions 
there to be made to his nation, ha proceeded to 
Bengal, and on the 1 5th of June was put in pof- 
feffion of Chandernagore by Mr. George Van fit-, 
tart, appointed on this occafion the commiffary 
for his Britannic majefty; He appointed depu ; 
tics for receiving the fubordinate fcttlcmcnts’ at 
Sydabad,' Dacca, Jugdea, and Balaforc, and the 
two firft places were accordingly reftored. With 
rcfpeift to the Balaforc factory, fome objections 
occurred upon its not being in the condition re- 
quired by the terms of the treaty, which pre- 
vented its being made over immediately : * Mr* 
Law, however, gave his orders for its being re- 
ceived in . its prefect Bate, leaving thofe circum- 
ftances to beadjufted between the two companies. 
Upon further accounts, from the relpcdtivc com- 
miflarxes, lie did further fet forth the title of 
the French company to two fpots of ground at 
Singhia and Chupnsh, near Patna, which in the 
li^c manner reftored upon his appointment of 2 
perfon to t receive them. Copies of the ,;fts 01 
reftitution of Chandernagore were fent to she di* 
redtors of the Lnglilh company. 

Mr. Law made to the prtfidem and council of 
Calcutta, a reprefentation. touching the incon 4 
venter.ccs and difficulties the French compin) and 
their agents would he expofed to from our dirc& 
adherence to the terms of the treirv. which rc- 

Hr 1 &. 
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lln£t them from erecting fortifications, or enter- 
taining anr troops in thcfe pun inces, accompa- 
nied by the copy of an aivfwcr on the fubjcft, the 
original whereof he had before communicated to 
lord Oivc, which the miniftcr, f for’the India af-, 
fairs had, op his departure from Trance received, 
from the fecrctary of Hate ; he therefore expreffed 
his hope, that the Englifh’ company would be in- 
duced to allow the Trench a ftmlT number of 
armed Europeans and feapojs) \iith a few pieces 
of cannon,- and a proper lodgment to which they 
might -retire in cafe ot any furprife from the coun- 
try people, atTuring us p irticularly, that he meant 
not to elude in th’c leall by this* application, the 
effect: of the conditions of the treat} . 

- The prefident aud -counci^of Calcutta having 
properly confidercd the lame, agreed with a re- 
fen e to the company, of the fight of withdrawing 
the terms' v henet cr they might have rcafon to 
apprehend an* improper ufe of them, to permit 
one officer and twenty European infantry, with 
one hundred fcapoys to be entertained at 
Chandernagore, and fifty of the latter at each of 
the fubordi nates ; alfo to allow them a wall at 
Chandernagore, fuch as they formed) had at 
Coffimbuzar, and twenty pieces of cannon, not of 
a bonier weight than fix pounders, for the pur- 
'pofe of falutes* on the ufml occafions ; which 
Would at the fame time full) anfwcr the end of 
impofing a proper refpeft on the country people ; 
they further agreed, to allow the Flench five artil- 
lery tVitw for working thefe guns ; and having 
Communicated their determination to Mr. Eaw, 
they received his thanks m the name of the na- 
• ticn for the fame ; and a further afliirance that no 
Vol. Ill, 3 A improper 



improper ufe would be made of ary indulgeres 
the Englilh company mlgbr grant them. 

He made alfo an application, for a fuppl) of 
nine thoufand maunds of falr-perre, on the faire 
terms as the Dutch, to afiiit in completing their 
cargoes from hence and their other fcttlcmetus ; 
and having found b\ advices horn Patna, that 
the Englifli company’s inveflment that ieafon 
would enable them without any inconvenience to 
compljthtrew ich, thej agreed to fparc the French 
according!) the quantity required; remaining, 
however, to Mr. Law, at the fame time, that no 
right to anj part of this branch of commerce tv is 
from hence to be cftabhfhcd, though they ftioukl 
with equal rcadmefs afiift the French companv, 
when it could be done with the fame conu* 
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lions, in cafe of a /vacancy i and being sc this 
time dciirous of- having the' third, it wiis agreed . 
to appoint him rhereto- accordingly. . 

% ^ Sir Robert Fletcher .became in eonfequence; lieu- . 
tenant-colonel.of the firft battalion ; - and it wasal- 
‘fo agreed to promote major. Peach to - the fecund, 
rill the point of priority in’r' rank between* him and 
major Champion was .determined by the anfwer of , 
the>dire£ors .to. the applications • made ' to them, ' 
refpedhng that gentleman arid Sir Robert 'Fletcher*: 
.:r. Proceeding; then to' the- third appointment of 
lieutenant colonel,) lord .Clive further informed/ the 
board,- that on his arrival ac ' the cape, he found 
•there,, on .-his paffage to Europe, .major Charles 
.Chapman, of his.majcftyVfevemy-ninth regiment; 
.and that -Meflrs. Sumner and', Sykes 'with 'colonel’s 
Smith arid -Barker, reprefented to him,’ thar'as- the 
number .of field - officers was not complete, 'ac- 
cording. to the eftabUffiment,.and '.opportunity oP 
. fered in'- their opinion,. t of doing the’ company great 
fervtce, lby; introduciug' that gentleman as one, 

„ having on -account of his particular merit, been fo- 
liated* by -the prefident and council 'to remainlat 
.' -Fort Sc. George, /in the . command of their troops 
, under general Lawrence, wHioh although he had 
. -•declined, he .was willing to :come to Bengal with 
' 'his* lord (hip, provided .he, had rank ( next to major 
.-Peach.' -That he joined in- fenti merit with thofo 
'gentlemen, and brought the major,* here 'accord- 
-ingly, -under- fuch a promife f.aqd his lord (hip thcre- 
...fore prdpofed he fhouid have this appointment, 

. mot doubting in the lead the;dire£tors confirmation 
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, Some debate paired at the board on this oecaftnv 
upon which Ins lordlbip informed them, that m 
Mitue of the power seftid m him, the council 
Ihould certainly grant the commiffian m quefhon, 
but would vulh to have their concurrence, and de- 
fired the fentiments of the feveral members might 
be collected, and major Chapman was appointed 
the third lieutenant-colonel. 

Majors Champion and Snbberr, and captain 
Hugh Grant were afterwards appointed the majors 
of the three battalions ; and in confiderationot the 
long and faithful fervices of captain' Chriftian 
I ifher, and as the former objection to promoting 
him was now removed by the appointment of lo 
many officers of fuperior rani, a major’s brevet 
was alfo granted to him. ' v 

Before colonel Smiih proceeded to join the army* 
the council received a rcprefentat.on from him, 
touching his appointments at the pre/idtrey of 
Calcutta 5 fetting forth, that he v.as pofitirely aim- 
red he was to fucceed to all the fame, both civil 
•and military, which general Cariiac held then in 
the fervice ; and ex prefling therefore his furprifc'Et 
finding himfelf on his arrival, precluded from the 
former, in confequcrce of the milt unions of the 
directors, which exprehly fay, •* That after the 
death and departure of the general, no officer fiiaU 
have a conffant feat at the board without the lea' e 
of the directors, but only v’hen military affairs 
are under confideration ; the council offered it as 
their opinion, that the commanding officers of the 
troops, ihould upon all occaflons have a feat at the 
board. 

Lord 



r m I 

Loid Clivc^entercd a reprefentanoft and com- 
plaint againft Mr. Burdett, for l having in h r s office 
of zemindar confined -and detained, after applica- 
tion for his releafe, an overfeer of boats, employ- 
ed by his lordfliip on the occafion of an intended 
expedition up the country, to take upon him the 
command Of’ the artay, and fettle affairs with the 
powers in thefe parts : Mr. Burdett not being 
pu&At at this cotvfultauon *» an order was immedi- 
ately tffued to him for the man’s enlargement : and 
his itnfwcr to ‘the fame having been received, af- 
Jjgningthe reafops for his proceedings, which did 
not appear fufficienr, and conceived in'terms deem- 
ed iliirefpe&ful to the board, ’they determined that 
lie IhouUt make a proper acknowledgment both to 
lord Clive and themfelvcs* Mr. Burdett com- , 
plted afterwards with the determination ; and his 
lordlhip having defired to be acquainted therewith, 
it was accordingly communicated to him ; but Mr. 
Burdett entered a minute on the ftyleof his letter, 
and this being likewife tranfmitted to his lordlhip, 
he confirmed the opinion he had before given of 
that gentleroar's conduct, ia terms which determi- 
ned Mr. Burden, having before intimated his in- 
tention of returning this feafon into Europe, to fit 
no longer at the board ; and he alfo refigned the 
company ’s fcr\ ice accordingly. 

Lord Clitc delivered hnce a minute, fetting 
forth, u That he. could not accufe bimfclf of hav- 
ing given any caufe for the refentment expreflid 
by Mr. Burdett, and his opinion concerning his re- 
prdentation ; referring co a letter from Rajah 
Doohbram to Mr. Sumner, when prefidenr, in 
icfpttV to a note cf hand for a fum of*money , which 

he 
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he reprefented he had given fo Mr. Eurdeft, tlpo/l 
the nabob’s acceffion to the government, under the 
promifc of his endeavours to 'procure him a fhire 
la the admuitfiraiion, which he had not fulfilled, 
and therefore loiiciting Mr* Sumner’s afSfVance for 
the recovery thereof. 

The feleit committee ordered Mr* Sykes to pro- 
ceed to Murfhadabad on affairs of importance, and 
to fet out accordingly without lofs of time* Meflrs. 
Leycefter and Gray diflentcd upon the occafon, 
nor being able to judge of the object of Mr- Sykes’s 
commiffion, or the necefficy of his appointment ; 
and as Mr. Middleton, a member of the board, 
was already Rationed refident at the durbar, to 
tranfait whatever points of bufinefs might occur 
with the country government had ailed in that 
capacity to the entire fatisfaihori of the council, 
and could not be fuperfeded without a reflection on 
liis ability to conduit fuch bufinefs. 1 he pro- 
ceedings were afterwards laid before the boardi 
when thofe gentlemen confirmed their diffent, 
efteeming Mr. Middleton ltd! the proper perfon to 
iranfait the bufiuefs intruded to Mr Svkes ; and 
upon Mr. Midd'eton receiving information from 
the feleit committee of this appointment, he ad- 
drefled the board, letting forth, how much it muft 
lefien the weight and influence vh.ch it was abfu* 
lutely neccflary he fhould maintain in his Ration, 
and that he could not, with any credit to him- 
fclf, remain in it longer ; more cfpeciallv a* 
)ord Clite told him, on his way, tint it wiS 
intended to remove him fhortly,' and plate Mr* 
S\ kes in his room ; and foheiting, in confc- 
cfuencc, the chtcf.fhip of Puma, which becamt 

vacant 
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vacant a few clays before, by the fu'dden death of 
Mr. Billers ;-to this he was accordingly appoint- 
ed, and ordered- to proceed immediately, deli- 
vering over to the chief at Cofftmbuzar fuch bufi- 
nefs as he had been intruded with from the board. 
Mr. Sumner being the only member of the com- 
mittee then prefent, minuted at the fame time, a 
declaration on their part, that no refle&ion what-l 
foever on Mr. Middleton, nor derogation from 
his neccffary weight and influence as public reft- 
dent, was intended by them, fetting forth the 
impropriety of charging any other than a member 
of the committee with the management of bufi- 
nefs, which had not been difclofed to the coun- 
cil, as an argument for his fatisfa&ion. Mr. 
Sykes having proceeded conformably to his depu- 
tation, returned to the prcfldency with lord Clive; 
and Mr, Verelfl: having been called to Calcutta to 
take his feat in the committee, resigned the chicf- 
fhip of Chittagong' fattory, in which Mr. Play- 
dell fuccccded him ; and, upon the refignation of 
Mr. Johnftone, he was appointed bj the com- 
mittee to the charge of fupervifor of the Burdwan 
revenues. Metfrs. Chari con •'Und French were, in 
confequencc of the majority of the board, or- 
dered from Pecca to take their feats in the coun- 
cil, and Mr. Sumner diflented thereto, in his own 
and the name of the committee a reviial of the 
meafure. 

, Lord Clive, during his abfcnce at Binaras, 
wrote a letter to the committee, reprefenting his 
CjYe cumpany's efrie ro a moiety oi a\e 
. money obtained there by the army, m confequcnce 
the deed of gift from the king to the company, 

of 
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of fuch proportion of all plunder, &c, rbirfi 
fhould be taken m India by his forces on land, and 
their orders, putting thvirovn military on the lame 
footing, and refervtng to them the other moiety. 
He, st the fame time pointed our, as an arguireit, 
the ilipulation in fivolir of the company, of one 
half of whit flioold be taken at Maneila, eftetm- 
ing tt a (irailar cafe with the one in qu eft ion. 

It having appeared, on reference to the regifiers 
of council before his lordfhip's arrival, that the 
board confidcred the faitl money as a voluntary gilt 
from the merchsnrc, rather than a rrnlom for ite 
town obtained by military force ; and that, for the 
rcafons aligned, they thought ' proper to confine 
to the army’s receiving it, without rcfervmgany 
claim to the company *, the other members did not^ 
think, this being the cafe, tiiac a demand on them 
for a (hare of the money could now with any pro- 
priety be made. 

* Lord Clive, amongft his military regulations, 
propofed for the better regulating* the pay of the' 
army in future, and the prevention of any abufes, 
tint there lhould be feparatc pay-mafters, with 
deputies, and a commiflary, to each brigade j and 
the board having agreed with him in the propriety 
of thefe appointments, the pay-mafters were ac- 
cordingly nominated. 

Commodore Tinker having received from the 
late nabob, Meer JafHer, a grant of r, i 50,000 
rupees, as a donation to hiontelf and the iquadron 
under his command, for their fervices in the war, 
againft Me.r Coffim, he prefented to the board, 
on his departure, a tranflation of the fame, and re- 
queued their atfiftance in procuring regular pay- 
ments 
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merits conformably to the terms; to whah the 
beard replied, exprefiing their fatisfa&ion at the 
nabob’s having thought proper to confidcr the lcr- 
\ices of the Iquadron, and adoring Mr. Tucker, 
that fo far a* it might appear to them in his power 
Confidently with the performance of the engage- 
ment of this treaty*, the commodore might depend 
on their compliance with his application. Mr. 
Tucker, and other officers agents, having addrefled 
the board for payment, and inclofed the tranfia- 
tion of a letter from the prefent nabob, with a 
confirmation of his father’s grant, foliated their 
interpolation for procuring them the amount due ; 
reprefcnting, v'ith a view of adding weight to their 
application, that many officers and men of the 
fquadron having contra&ed debts during their 
abode in Calcutta, their drafts on the donation 
had, upon the ftrengih of the board’s, promife, 
been accepted in dtfeharge thereof, by merchants 
of the place, whofe private fortune had already 
fuffered, and mull Rill fuffer more by any farther 
delay of payment. 

The reprefentation having been confklered*and 
debated on, the majority of' the board were of 
opinion ; that in confequence of our acquifition of 
the dewannees of thofe provinces, and the agree- 
ment thereupon made w ith the nabob, by which, 
after the fbpulations for the king' and his excellen- 
cy', the remaining part of the revenues devolves to 
tjie company, they could not of themfclves deter- 
mine upon the fubjs£t, but referred it to the deci- 
fion of the fhre&ors 

Mr. Leyceftec, agreeably to his intimation at 
the laft meeting of tjic board, delivered in the 

% Vol. III. 3 B following 
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following minute on the ftyle of the nabob’s letter 
to the fcleft committee, entered on their proceed* 
ings then perufecl. ,'|\ t% 

“ The nabob’s addrefs to the felcCt committee 
is a mod extraordinary production, whether the 
matter or fty lc of it is taken into tonfi deration. 
Inis an appeal to thefe gentlemen agamfl; the con- 
duit of a conlmittec of the board, from whom, 1 
fuppofe, he would hn\e had redrefs, had Be been 
able tofupport a complaint of this nature; butfo 
far from that, I believe, he has repeatedly expref* 
>fcd his content and fatisfaition in many letters to 
the governor. . Whether I confidcr .myfelf as a 
member of this board, or as a gentleman, I can 
by no means allow myfelf to be treated with"*’ fuch 
unbecoming language ; nor w ill the board them* 
felves, I prefume, deem it decent to, have ire 
termed the vacqucel of Mahomed Reza.Kawn, 
while I hate been ailing by commiffion from the 
board ; and I call you, gentlemen, to do mejuf*' 
tice, and muft requeft, before I even attempt a 
refutation ef the nabob’s alfcrtions, that you fhall 
inlift'on apologies being made for the infult of- 
ferea this board through me; your filcncc on 
fuch an occafion muft be interpreted into ail ap-' 
probation.” 

' “ % (Signed) Ralph LeycefteiV 

The board were in confcquence unanimoufly of 
opinion, that a letter fhould be wrote to the na- 
bob by the prefident, expreffing, in the ftrongeft 
terms, the impropriety ot his uling fuch a ft) lc in 
any reprefentation he might have occafion to make* 
touching the conduit of the members of the 

board/ 
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hoard, v hich the president informed them he 
ihould do accordingly* 1 * ’ ^ 

And Mr. Lejccftcr thereupon entered the fol- 
io v mg further minutes m \mdicaticn of his con- 
duct, on the fubjt&s of thd nabob’s conipl tints. 

« The honourable motives on which 1 atted at 
Muxadabad, leave not a wifh to conceal anv part 
pf jnj tranfa&jons I have, however, one ob- 
^cSion ro entering on my defence , I think it 
merits confidcration, how far it appears decent 
and proper to alldw the conduct of a committee, 
and of courfe the reprefent «uv es of the whole 
board, to be thus arraigned for tnnfadhons which 
have not at the time been complained oh As my 
pommiflion terminated a month and a half before 
the authority of that board expired, which made 
my appointment , *1 think an appeal ihould only 
have been hiadc to tljefe gentlemen, for the con- 
formity of my conduct to views which the prefenfc 
board cannot be fuch ample judges of , and that 
the nabob and I may not go on m cndlcfs contrf- 
di&ton of each other, I beg the matter* may be 
put on Tome certain iflue , and that if the nabob’s 
jaflertions appear falfc, the board will determine 
what meaftires to purfue, in order to prevent tti 
future fuch unwarrantable attacks, which every 
gentleman mufl othenvife be for eier evpofed to, 
who lhall be profccuting any views that may be 
injurious to a firft mimftcr or favfiunte of the 
•nabob I was aware, that if ever Nundcomer 
was able to influence the nabob, he would urge 
<rtery thing which malice and uhain> could in- 
vent, out of enmity to me for the fliare I had m 
his removal. 


1 am 
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I am ferry to fee the nabob begin his govern- 
ment \\ ith a proceeding, that muft create fo mud) 
uneafinefs and jealoufy between him and lome m: tu- 
bers of the council, and which muft m a. manner 
deftroy all confidence and cordiality between them} 
but, as the particular difpleafure exprefted 3gain2 
me by the nabob, has folefy been incurred by a 
ftcadv pmfuit of the company’s welfare, it (lull 
not givfe me much pain » for I am fenfible their in. 
tcreft would has e been facrifited, had we attended 
to each idle and evafive argument, with which 
Nundcomer took care from time to time to fupply 
him j but, to reply more particularly to the nabob’s 
charge. 

Letters of condolance'hacl been wrote from the 
governor on his father’s death ; and the firft half 
hour of our firft interview, was employed in com- 
pliments of one kind or other. We then acquaint- 
ed the nabob, we had feme private bufinefs with 
him, and requefted he would order his attendants 
to retire ; and that his brother being young, might 
do the fame, which he complied with without re- 
luctance. Mahomed Reza Kawn had already 
been ordered down from Decca by the board ; hut 
it might appear as much as poffible the nabob's 
own a£h, he was alfo defired to fend a like order. 
He, or rather Nundcomer, were guilty of a fliame- 
fel impofition on our refideot at the durbar, on 
whole application the nabob told him, orders to 
that tfiefl Jhould be fenr, but tranfmitred in ft ruc- 
tions dircdtly contrary. '1 his was an apparent 
breach of confidence. Mahomed Rcza Kawn had 
hov ever fet out, and the in bub was prevailed on 
by us to fend his pervannab for that ourpofl*. 

When 
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'When he hid fubfcribcd to the treaty, h* was 
afked whom he chofe to bo Rated on the m {hud, 
nh*n Mahomed Reza Kaw n fhould arrive ? he was 
willing, I believe, to defer lus inftallation , in dai- 
ly hopes of receiving funnuds from the 1 mg, from 
which authority he rather wilhed to hold his go- 
vernment The morning before we went to the 
kellah, \ c acquainted tlie nabob, that as we had 
particular bufinefs to tranfadt with him, it would 
be idvifeaUle that he fhould receive us in a pri- 
vate apartment, and not to the dewan connah , 
and that no mtftake fhould happen in this mtfiage, 
it was committed to writing , nor did I ever fee 
the nabob, except the day he was feated on the 
mifnud, many other apartment than that on which, 
htfirft: received us It is abfolutely falfe, that he 
was told not to fit in his dewan connah, till Maho- 
med Reza K*.wn’s arrival that he mud live in the 
place he was , or, that he mud put a flop to all 
bufinefs Mahomed Reza Raw 11 I think, arrived 
the third day after our fir ft adit 

Wc found that people about the nabob had en- 
deavoured to mfpire him with a fufpicion of our 
dtfignmg to feat Reza Cawn on the nufnud , but 
when vt pointed out to him the improbability of 
fuch intent, and how necdkfs our piefcnt declara- 
tions in hi favour were, had we any fuch view , 
he fcemfcd fatisfied, and called on us to pledge our 
honour to the perfo mance of the treat), which he 
r^ad over two or thre® ttnvs He evaded 
coming to any point, wanted to coafult Muadco- 
mar and to have him bring the paper of advtce of 
hisdeceafcd fatl er W e knew this v as only ici 
ga n tin c, ard that a delay would only inertafe 

e\ ery 
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every difficulty we had to contend with. We re- 
plied, we came not to treat with Nundcomar, W 
with him, that the council and the Knglilh were 
heartily inclined to his intcreft ; anti that hefhould 
on*y confider them as Ins friends and proteftors; 
probably he t was told, it was his be ft part to 2<ft 
conformably to the council’s ftntiments, fully ex- 
prefl'ed in the treaty. After difciiflmg over every 
article of the treaty, three or four times, and tak- 
ing pains to make him untlerftand it, we prefled his 
acceptance and feemingly fatisfied his principal ob* 
- jedtion ; ftill he defirea to have Nundcomar's opi- 
nion; but when we faw he had been tutored to do 
nothing without his concurrence, and that he was 
fure to encourage the nabob to the warmeftoppoft' 
tion; we pointed out to him, the ncceflity of his 
complying with rhe refolutiors of the board, 2nd 
that we could not acknowledge him as fubah, till 
he had promifed his aflent : this was not, I bslteve, 
told him in the terms he had ufed, though it was 
my firm opinion, -and I believe ir was the board f, 
thatbc oughtnevertobeacknowledgcdonany terms, 
that fhould ftill leave the foie power in the hands 
of Nundcomar, whofc character was then, at leaft, 
a very doubtful one. He fpoke at that time, very 
handlomelyof Mahommcd Reza Kaivn, and only 
mentioned, what he (aid about the Decca collec- 
tions; he at laft promifed his compliance, and 
Nundcomar and others were called in, and up° n 
their beginning to ftart objedions, they ucre told; 
\ve were not come to receive their opinion, but to 
negotiate with the nabob. It was propofed, that 
the treaty with his father Ihould be fent for ; when 
it was firft called for, we were told a Faguir had 
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the treaty, who was fittine; upon Meer Jaffiet’S 
tomb, fome miles from the Keilah ; but upon find- 
ing fuch evafions would not avail, it was prefently 
produced. 

He then accufed Mahommed Reza Kawn, to 
have taken twenty lacks out of his treafury, and 
diftributcd it without his knowledge, for fccuring 
his naibfliip. This is moft fliameful infinuation, 
and as“ it appears indire&ly levelled at thofe who 
fupported this meafure, I mull take notice of it, 
though the chief object is to injure Mahommed 
Reza Kawn. The opinion I entertain of his un- 
drirltanding and integrity) inclines me to believe 
this agroundlefs afiTertion \ if he has done fo, I will 
allow i have miftaken his chara&er, and iam rea- 
dy to declare on oath, I Have never received a 
Tingle rupee front. Mahommed Reza Kawn. The 
other refiettions thrown out on Mahommed Re- 
za Kawn, hcMvill; 1 hope, bd able to clear up to 
the board's fatisfa&ion ; and If ‘ we confider, the 
frruggle # the nabob has made, to have that villain 
Nundcomer ftill about him, no man will be fur- 
prifed at the jtrackion Mahommed Reza Kawn, or 
thofe who promoted him ; 3nd when all circum- 
ihnees arc confidered, I can only be amazed to find’ 
fuch a Teeming drgree of credit given to the na- 
bob’s a {lemons, which I think mull appear to every 
unprejudiced perfon,, the performance of Nundco- 
mer, who has fuch an influence over the nabob; as 
to make him believe all thofe enemies to himfelf, 
who have been* concerned in his removal though 
fout gentlemen were appointed on the deputation, 
and concurred in every uieafurc, Mr. Johnfton ! and' 
I only are named ; Mr. Johnllon we are told was 

fup- 



/uppofed to be prcvloufly at enmity with Nundeo* 
mrr ; and I am particularly attached, by rcafon I 
fuppofe, of, my repeated refufal of large offers 
made me by Nundcomer, for fuppoit. , 1 am full? 
perfuaded, that he is the foie author of this sddrtfs 
from the nabob ; and am, 1 confefs, very much 
provoked, to think, that villain (hall entertain a mo- 
mentary hope of gratifying his refentment, by ur- 
ging the nabob ro.this attack ; for from himfejf, I 
am politive it could not have proceeded. All the 
difficulties, and all the uneafinefs we had in exe- 
cuting our com million at .the city, proceeded from 
Nundcomer and bis creatines, as we repeatedly 
Informed the board. The nabob of himfelf made but 
weak objections, and ffich feemed removed by the 
arguments we ufecf, till he was again tutored by 
Nundcomer, when he would flatly contradict him- 
felf. 

He complained to the board very bitterly of cur 
proceedings about Nundcomer, when we were or- 
dered to fend him down, and allcdged that wc 
obliged him to fign fuch a paper as we thought 
proper. This was Nondcomer’s hit Itrugcle, J * 
leall, it would have been the hit, had not fie ami 
the nabob been taught to cxpc& an entire change 
upon the arrival of Lord Clive and the committee. 
As the nabob had confidence enough to exclaim 
again!! us to the board in fuch. terms. Why failed 
him to add what he now urges ? The paper, he 
fays, was forced from him, regarded only NunJ- 
comcr. I am firmly perfuaded, that the fitne 
influence, which has on fcvcral occafior.s led tfs 
nabob into the ‘mo ft palpable confraJifiions, hf* 
now urged him to thrie Ihameful infinuatlons 

, hops 
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hopes of a Gifting Ntindcom°t by this attack/ om 
thofe who promoted his removal No confidence 
^an be pUced in his word arid promife, fo Jong as 
N undcomer or his creatures have accefs to him ; 
and I aot iattsfied, if they Were removed^ he would 
icon reflect on the impropfiety of his prefent con* 
drift, and repent of it. j 

I admit the nabob was at fir ft much averfe to the 
appointments the board had made , from the infi-, 
nuations of Nundcomer* that we really meant to 
place Mahomed Reza Kawn on the mifnud , when 
he was convinced of our real defign, and had en- 
gaged us to pledge our honours fo the performancr* 
of the treaty ; he appeared rrio-e fatisfied, and 
probably would have remained fo, had he not been 
encouraged to exp"6t the relcafe and re<un(htement 
of Nundcomer on lord Clive's arrival And if we 
\ ere necefiitated to urge fome points in terms we 
would v iftt to have avoided, we were drove to it 
by the oppofuion wc met with from Nundcomer and 
his adherents It was our defire and our aim to 
treat the nabob with a becoming refpeft , but the 
(Higgles of thefe people to thwart every meafure.thc 
board had recommended, obliged us now and then 
to enforce them in more pofitive terms, and to ex- 
plain to them the mifcluefs they would unavoidably 
draw upon themfeU es by fuch a procedure, and 
how evidently they were fdcrificmg the nabob’s 
welfare to their private views. I always efteertftd 
u ? eonteft with the nabob’s othcers, not with 
him » the executing the fuvice v e w c-e fent on, en- 
gaged us in many difagreeable altercations, and it 
could not be accomplifhcd without refolution and 
perfevera nee. 

Vor. III. 
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The company acquired by th's treat)'', an additi- 
onal income confirmed to them of fixty lacks ot re* 
pees, per annum; had the whole military force of the 
province in their on n hands, and obtained the pow- 
er of interfering more or left, m the affairs of go- 
vernment, and nominations of the nabob’s officers, 
as circumftances might render neceflary for the‘r 
welfare and fuccefs : when the government be- 
came recent, it could only be fecured to Kazcm 0 
Dov.Iah, by the power of the company’s force, ard 
they thought they had a right to pretcribe fuch con- 
ditions for his fupporr, as feemed moft conducive 
to their welfare. When the company’s Intersil 
vere altogether fecured, and the orders of the 
board folly executed, it is very true, that I accept- 
ed a prefent from the nabob; I never made a (e- 
cret of ir, as the cuftom of lrdoftan on fuch occa- 
fions, is v. ell known to every body, fanSifies the 
‘acceptance ; and where prefents have not b«U 
efteemed the price of improper fetvices, I never 
heard a reflc&ion call on thofe who did receive 
them. When I had done my duty to the compa- 
ny, I thought mjfclf at liberty to accept a prefent 
from the nabob, which I am confident, can in no 
•Jhape prove injurious to the company ; uhilft the 
fettlemcntof the government was under confidera- 
tion'j I declined every overture that was mads, 
which is well known to the company's fervants at 
Calcutta j and though Mr. Spencer accepted af- 
terwards, an offer of two lacks from the nabob, he 
had previoufly refufed one of eleven lacks. It & 
“certain,' that Meffieurs Leycefler and Spencer 
-might have made Immenfc fortunes, had they not 
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declined the offers made them by the nabob and 
his minUter. , , • . 

- It has been always my opinion, faid Mr. .Ley- 
seller, before the board of Calcutta, that in a 
country not under the moft abfolute .tyranny, every 
man’s property was at his own difpofal, and every 
one is at liberty tq accept what is offered, without 
fear or compuUion, the fame not being a confedera- 
tion for improper ferviccs : the adopting oppofite 
maxims, is contrary to ,the known practice of our 
predeceffors in the council ; and though abfolute 
orders, .with a penalty annexed, may make the ac- 
ceptance 'of prefents improper and inconvenient, 
yet they cannot alter the rectitude of the aft itfclf ; 
who can condemn a man,- who having an opportu- 
nity of obtaining a comfortable maintenance for no 
difhonourabte facrificc, fhould mifs it. 

, Since the conceits which prevailed afterwards a- 
mong the proprietors at home, the orders from the 
court of directors have been fo fluftu3ting, that it 
Jias really been difficult to colleft the fentiment$ 
that were to guide the conduft of the company’s 
fervants abroad. Mr. Gray never gave up a Tin- 
gle advantage, he could have acquired for the com- 
pany, to gratify his private intereit. He -was a 
member of that board, who procured an additional 
yearly revenue of eighty lacks of , rupees, to the 
pofieffions they held before ; making with thefe 
in all, atleaflone million eight hundred thoufand 
pounds fterling, per annum. Had the gentlemen 
of council been difpofed to fpare the nabob in his 
•a /ligament, he would have given them much larger 
fums, and no complaints would have been made on 
„ this fubjecL 
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i The foreign marine trade was once a fund of ad- 
vantage to the company’s fervants, but that was be- 
fore Serajah Dowlah’s war, when commerce flou- 
rifhed both in Bengal and in the marts abroad ; 
fine e that time, the internal commotions, in which 
thefe countries have been involved, have rendered 
that branch lo very precarious, that voyages have 
proved mod times unfuccefsful for fevcral yean 
jbatt. There has been almoft a conftant feries of 
warfare in Bengal j fcveral worthy fervants of the 
company have fallen unfortunate vidtims ofMoorifh 
'barbarity, in the two revolutions caufed by avarice 
*and policy. ' *• ' 

>• Lord Clive’s fecret committee endeavoured to 
impute to their predecelTors malverfations, of which 
they were judges and complainant*. To fupport 
tfyefc charges, Mooteram was arrefled at Calcutta 
by a party of feapoys, confined clofc prilbner in 
his houfe under a lerjeant's guard, with all the 
terrors attending a man already convi&ed andcon- 
dfemned of capital offences ignorant as he was of 
"the Enghfh laws and undoubted rights, the feleft 
’ committee obliged him to fwear that he would an- 
swer all the queftions put 'to him to betray the fe- 
crctsof his matter, or make againtt himfelf. 

- Had Moouram been accufed of any capital 
crime, or of having done any thing contrary to 
law, if Bible to be tried by our laws and by kng* 
lifhmen, a£Ung with a lawful authority as his judges, 
he ought to have had his indidhnent in a pub’ic 
' scanner, and been allowed counfel, a jufticc ne* 
ver denied to any under the protection of the Eng : 
Hfh government. Had the nabob lubmiited him 
to the committee as his judges, a fair trial was 
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1 Hattie had a right- tocxpcd; and that-he fhould., 
noVhaVe been ‘ thus by . force, imprifonpfiunr, . and- 
’fear of this life and i honour, - to' give, evidence that 
might-make againft- himfcif, -.and ; in order to-be- 
brought -as a* proof "againft any I'ubjed of Bri- 
tain, -enjoying' the. rights. and protection of this pa- 
reot'ftare.< When fuch undue influence, , unlawful 
means and violence are ufed to obtain an evidence, 
no credit is to be given to anfwers on oath to all 
-grievances that lhould be put to.a perfon while un- 
'der ■ reltraint.-imprifonment, and fear. The. ho- 
nour and credit or the. council were trampled, upon, 
by- the noble prefident and his -committee, ; info- 
■ jmuch, that ho ‘one man of. diftin&ion belonging 
v to the country government,' dared receive or.pay 
-yifits.-to: and. from the members! of the .council, 
.•from, a notion that had -been propagated, that, they 
had -no authority, , and were imde!abfolutely de- 
pendents ’on the ; committee, that -ufurped, an au- 
thority they had no right to;- then force and.vio- 
•lence took the- place of the daw and liberty, .mili- 
tary execution, and imprifonment over-awed and ex- 
torted’ evidences, - before -a ; tribunal .and -judges, 
- whofe powers the^noble prefident declared was. what 
their own will- thought to nfiigni , .One fhould 

3 think from the proceedings- o( his lordfhip, and his 
r, committee, ■ that: they .were -piqued to find -the in- 
. tereft of. the company- fo well .lecured before their 
.arrival ; the gentlemen who had. felt the defeCts of 
•.the former treaty, were full- as well qualified to re- 
.. medy. them in. the new, one, as-the pretended te- 
. Hi's i brdStep tfXjTraffiw? mctck.;C&£griec 

•-that the affair .of .his- jaghire had- been fettled .ac- 
• •; cording to his. agreement .with thecotr, party; with— 
'i\* ’* r * out 
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but his interpofition, though a better Opportunity 
could not have occurred to get it done. Mr, Spen- 
cer,, whofe merit and fervices the company cannot 
crafe from their records, was revered by that pat- 
%y which in England oppofed lord Clive, and the 
gentlemen of his committee *, any attack upon him 
or his meafures was an attack upon the party who 
cfpoufed the man and his fyftem ; this accounts for 
the uncommon negledt and difregard (hewn to Mr. 
Spencer by lord Chve, though he joined with the 
board in thanks to the fame gentleman for the zfal 
he had (hewn for the company’s welfare. Though 
the gentlemen of lord Clive's committee, from 
their long abfence from India, could not pofiibly 
be at firft proper judges of the company’s affairs 
and interefts; they never on any occafion confuted 
with, or a (bed the fentiments of the council, the 
fentimenrs of a former adminiftration on divers im- 
portant fubjeds, merited more confideration and 
refpeft ; and fuch a deference would have fated 
them the reproach of many capital errors and in- 
canfiftencies. .With regard to prefents in general* 
they had the approved example of the prefident 
lord Clive himfclf, for their guide, who ftipuhred a 
princely fortune, for Meer Jafiier’s elevation to the 
mifnud} and though he profefled the company's 
'welfare was his only motive for ftajing in India, 
.yet he acknowledged he made ufe of rite influence 
ofjuggut Scat to apply for ajaghirc, which though 
.amounting to 30,000k per annum, was not thought 
improper by him to accept of, even in the circutrt- 
»l3rces of dillrefs he then reprefents the old nabob 
to have been in, his life twice faved from his 
troops mutinying Uz their .arrears, only by the aw' r 
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o£ our arms, and large balances then due to thft 
company, which were not paid till after the revo- 
lution, after 1769. If the boohs of the nabob’s 
treafory, from the time that Meer Jaffier obtained 
the government, down to this day, had been re- 
ferred to as a 'proof of the company’s fervants rapa- 
cioufnefs^ fuch a retrofpedl and ferutiny into their 
proceedings would have covered them with fliamo 
and infamy. There is not one of them in the civil 
or military, from colonel Clive dow n to the prefent 
time, that have not received prefents while in their 
power. 1 One of the ftipulations which Mr. Scraf- 
ton was inftrufted to make in the fecret negotia- 
tions, concerted with Meer Jaffier Ally Kawn, be- 
fore the army was ordered to move, related merely 
to the fums required by the fecret committee. Mr. 
Johnfon who had fucceeied to Mr. Spencer in the 
ftation of Perfian tranflator, for carrying on thfc 
correfpondence with the country government un- 
der lord Clive, and Mr. Lufhinton was appointed 
to aflift under him. The day the troops embark- 
ed, Mr. Johnfon was ordered to return and do his 
duty in rhe artillery * he was the only perfon who 
had a£ted under the colonel during the negotiation 
with Meer Jaffier, that was afterwards omitted in 
the nabob’s private bounty, when the refolution in 
his favour was crowned with fuccefs. Mr. Scrafton 
got a confiderable fortune ; Mr. Lufliington, with 
niany others, who were the colonel’s friends, were 
prefehted with fuch immenfe fums, that the nabob 
could not find money in the treafury to pay what 
had been ftipuhted for the company, for rcftitution. 
Navy and army, to be paid on his being feated in 
£he mifnud, the greateft part was deferred to be 
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paid within three 5 ears, and by alignments at hi 
on the revenues of the province. This affe&ed 
the army and navy in the ch (count they were gc- 
ceflttatedj on this pretext to allow the company for 
advancing their lhares in ready money ; and tie 
company depended on the fuccefs of thenar for 
three years to fectlre their balance. 

After Mr. Johnfton had executed the fervice he 
was fent upon in behalf of the company, without 
any promtfe or profpeft of reward, while the nabob 
was under no incumbrances, and kept regularly, 
his payments for the army and the rcfiitutioo ; 
lacks lying in his treafdry at Calcutta.* Let the 
world judge whether he might have recehed pre- 
fents, as well as the other fervants employed with 
him, or his lordfhip and friends, fums infinitely 
larger eight years before, and the jaghtre after- 
wards, with the greateft: propriety* 

The gentlemen who made the treat)' with Mecr 
Coflim, claimed fome merit in having thusrejtded 
his offer, till the debts Jaffier Ally' Kav n left IhH 
owing to the company, and the arrears of the troops, 
were paid, yet none of thefe gentlemen pretended 
they would not receive them afterwards, nor could 
fome of them fay they did not. 

According to the noble lord’s own oblervation# 
it would have appeared abfurd after fo many years 
fervices, after Mr. Johnfton had rifqucd his life fo 
often, and experienced many reverfes ; had he re- 
fufed this only honourable opportunity that ever 
was likely to offer of becoming independent, and 
to have trufted to the future kind offices of lord 
Clive. 


Ai 
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, At the fame time the nabob conferred thefe fa-- 
vours on Meffieurs Johnftone, Leycefter, Gray, &c.' 
there was a demand on him for the money ot the 
jaghire, which the nabob had received fince the 
company ftopt the payment of it to lord Clive. In 
‘ confluence of the nabob having figned the fard 
fual, Which reprefented that Sabut Jung. Colonel 
Clive having been h'onou red with the rank of 6oot> 
horfc, and having no\V a formidable force ready 
for the king’s iervicc, the expence of’ which he 
could not defray for want of a jaghire, he hoped 
the nabob’s pleaftirc fnight be fignified, whether 
*bn condition of giving a mutchulea for procuring 
'the king’s funnud, and adjbfting the terms, till ic 
fhould arrive, the colonel fliould receive the futh 
of £. 222,958--i o, the rents of that jaghire of the 
nazim. Nbw though there appeared a tranflation 
of the nabob’s pervannah to the prefident and 
Council, for paying the rents of the jaghire to lord 
Clive in 1758, the tranflators of the above papers 
'never appeared, except the Snnnud dewannee, 
though they feenlad of a nature to fee his lordfhip’s 
' claim to that jaghire in a very different light to 
‘ What it muft hive appeared^ hen the obligation 

* was not cart fide red, and when the king’s funnud 
'with the terms of the jaghire were therein ex- 

p re fled, as being abfoluiely tequifite to be procu- 

* ted to make it valid, and were never obtained. 

1 Though Mr. Johflfon's conduct in the trulls corri- 

* touted to his charge hid been approved of, in re- 
peated letters from the board, ancl hii fervices had 
been recommended home in terms very favourable 
to the directors, yet from every circumflance and 
proceeding, there feemed a pre-determination in 

VOL. III. 3 t) the 
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'the committee to injure his chara&er and ruin hit 
fortune. Confidering the rank of credit he had 
hitherto fupported as a member of the council, he 
could not fubmit to further indignities, or aft in a 
fubordinatc ftation* The noble prefident and his 
committee, inftead of arming to extenuate the fup- 
pofed offence* according to the praftice of the 
courts of jufttce, where the greateft criminals ate 
arraigned, have evidently throve to aggravate every 
circumftance that they endeavoured to charge upon 
Mr. Johnflon, even in regard to the bills, which 
he aflerted, were ordered to be given back toMa* 
homed ReZa Kawn, after he had ftgned the cove- 
nants Unconditionally, though he might hate re- 
ceived their amounts long before. The obvious 
'quefiion w'as never put to Mooteram, whether he 
had ever informed Mr. Johnfton, that Mahomed 
Reza Kawn had refufed to receive them ? and 
^v, bother, on the contrary, he had not informed him 
repeatedly that they were given back ? the very 
night before Mooceram’s arreft, and his confine- 
ment, he brought Mr. Jolmftone a meffage from 
Mahomed Reza Kawn, defiring he would lend him 
50,000 rupees, to pay in on account of the Decca 
rents for lord Clive’s jaghire-money j and the an- 
Twer lie returned was, why he did not ufe the money 
of the bills that were given back ? though The exa- 
mination of thofe they would makewitneffes, was in 
3 language fn which none of his lordlhip’s com- 
mittee svere at all perfeft: ; and ic was of the great- 
eft confequence to have been certain, that all the 
queftions and anfwers were ftriftly and fully ten* 
J dercd, and that whatever was faid by the priftmers 
in the terror and confufion they were in, ffould 

bs 
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be taken doyrn in their own words, efpecially^as 
exprdfions in this language fo often admit of inter- 
pretations, chat may Le rendered for or a gain it ; 
yet Mooteram an<i Buflantroy were confronted with 
Mahomed RezaKawn and Juggut Seat, whowerk 
firit called upon to compofe tneir narrative. 'It 
mult be obferved, with how little candour thefeledl 
committee related thejr proceedings. In regard to 
Mooteram, who was expected to be a principal 
evidence, they laid he w as only ordered to be fent 
for ; no notice was taken that he had been feized 
the.day before by a party of feapoys, and was kept 
prifoner, with three centries over him, without li- 
berty of feeing any perfon whatfoever except his 
menial fervants, as *if they pur pofely evaded the 
avowal of fuch unwarrantable adts. He continued 
a long while in the fame clofe confinement, as well 
as Bufiantroy under military guards j and under 
thefe circumftances, lord Chvp propofed in coun- 
cil, he might be called and examined, 'as if fuck 
treatment was not fufficient to deter any black man 
from retracing, however much inclined, whatever 
he might have faid before, falfe or contradictory, 
where he could not but expsdt that retradhon 
would draw on him (till more difgrace and unhap- 
py confcquences.' The fufiermg of Mooteram 
pointed out too plainly w r hat others had to e’xpedt 
from fuch arbitrary power, and feemed well calcu- 
lated to excite every accufation that could poffibly 
be feraped together from fuch felfifh difappointed 
.men, againft the gentlemen who had the admtni- 
ftrarrori, and managed the a flairs of the company 
.with fo much credit and fuccefs, 
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The repeated infults and injuries Mr. Johnfton 
received, when he prefided as chief for the collec- 
tion of the revenues, engaged him to refign the 
company’s fervice ; when the rajah was Pent for to 
Calcutta, he did not even dare to vilit him, ap- 
prehending that guards might be put upon him, af- 
ter the example of Mooteram, With what credit 
could he pretend to return 'again ro % the fa&ory, 
where he muft have appeared fo cpntemptible and 
of fb little confequence, that even thofe placed un- 
der him, durft not come near him for fear cf his 
lordlhip’s difpleafure. From the tenor of the pro- 
ceeding of the noble prefident and his feled com- 
mittee, Mr. Johnftone could not but confider them 
as his avowed enemies, and herefolved to continue 
no longer jn jhe fervice, while they ufurptd the 
whole pou er into their own hands. 

► The imputations of lord Clive, and his pifiive 
committee, againfl Mr. Vanfitrart’s adminiftrairn, 
might with more juflice be retorted upon his Jord- 
Jhip s government ; it was a feries or rranfacbons, 
equally prejudicial to the company’s intereft 2nd to 
the national character ; all his chil and military re- 
gulations feeined to demonftrate that his govern- 
ment was fmeared with corruption, that principles 
P rapacity and oppreffion influenced their delibei 
rations, and that every fparh offentiment and pub- 

1 !i U r' aS qftand uxtinguifhed in the unbound- 
ed Juit of unmerited wealth. 

From the very time fits iotdfhip received the firil 
ad v ices at Fort St George, of the Demife of Mcer 
Jafiier and of So, ah Doulah’s defeat, he took upon 
h.mfe f to arraign the aothots of the definitive m«- 
lures that had been taken in refpect to the peace, 

and 
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-ind filling thetacanc) in tlicnizamut before hisar- 
nval, which the council of Calcutta did not think 
proper to wait for. Indeed, his lordfhip’s hopes of 
providing for his friends was fuftratcd, when he 
heard that a treaty had been draw n up by the board, 
with a few additions to that concluded w ith M«.er 
JafEer , and a deputation appointed to raife the 
natural fon of the deceifcd nabob to the fubah- 
dary, in prejudice to the claim of the grandfon, and 
the noble lord could not approve ot a refolution 
dramatical!) oppofue to his afplnng views, Miran’s 
fon being a minor, this circumftance alone w ould 
have naturally brought the whole admimftration 
into his hands, as he was refolved to realize that 
fh-dow and influence, which he would not even 
allow tb a nbmmal nabob The company's mte- 
reft were to be facrificcd to the pretended reformers} 
that they might revel m the fpoils of treafufes, be- 
fore impoverilhed and aficrv/ards totally annihi- 
lated 

The young nabob b*mg acquainted with thedif- 
pofition of lord CUve and the gentlemen of his 
committee, a fc\ da) s after lus lord fhip’s arrival, 
paid him a vilir, in Which the nobl** prefident made 
his excellency of entatious promifes of protection 
and fupporr, provided he made better complaints 
agamfl the government of thofe who had preceeded 
him in 1 t}ie prefidency and council, that he might 
evince the neceffity of a reformation, and prevail 
on the company to give him carta blanche. In 
confequence of thofe infinuations, the nabob pro- 
duced a lift of mfuksand indignities he had been 
pxpofed to, and complained of the embezzlement of 
Jieaf zq lacks of rupees ifiued from his treafury , for 

pur- 
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purpofes unltnov n during the late negotiations* 
This produced the defired enquiry ; m confequence 
of which Mahomed Reza Cawn and theNaibSohb, 
were then called upon to account for the large dif- 
burfement from the treafury. Lord CIn* having 
by menaces extorted the evidence anfvierable to his 
purpofe, reprefented in a letter to the court of di- 
rectors, that the immenfe fum of fe\ entecn lacLs 
had been contributions levied on the weabnef. of 
the government, and violently exadted from thede* 
pendent date and timid difpofition of the mmifler. 
The charge was ftrongly denied by the accufed, 
v.ho boldly arraigned the conduct and denied the 
powers of the fclect committee, as candour and de- 
cency required the truth of a charge brought 
agamft any of the members, fhould be determin- 
ed by the board. 

Mr. Johnfton afisrted, that no proofs could be 
produced of menaces bung ufird to obtain a fum 
of money from Juggatfeat ; and accufed the coble 
prefident and his committee of having obtained 
this evidence by military force and terrors. Lord 
Clive himfelf did not approve the covenants for pre- 
venting the abufe of the cuftomary .indulgence to 
receive prefents. 

By re calling f-cc merchants and other Europeans, 
■who were permitted to rcfide up the country, m 
all the different parts of the nabob's dominions, the 
bi f'rcfs of the company’s fervants fuflered confide- 
rably, from their being obliged to employ black 
agents on many affairs that demanded the vigour and 
activity nf European*. Hence many peefons of 
merit \ ere deprived the means of fubfiflcncc. 
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’ Lord Clive having found Sujah ' Lowlah averfo 
to the eftabliftmient of factories in his dominions; 
which he conftdeted as laying the foundation of a 
future rupture, and the only thing that could pofll- 
bly renew hoftilities, very juftly obferved, that the 
encroachments of the' company in Bengal, the 
great abufe of the company’s fervants, and the 
extraordinary extenGon of the privileges originally 
granted to the EngUfh, had been productive of 
much cohfufion and bloodfhed in Bengal, and he 
feared might produce fimilar confequences in his 
country ; lord Clive and general Carnac judged ifc 
advifeable to omit the word fa'ftories in the treaty; 
"but without relinquishing the pretended right,' 
•Ihould it be found expedients enforce it. 

Notv/ithftanding his Iordlhip boafted of his pa- 
cific meafures, as the moft conducive to the per- 
manent welfare and profperity of ibe'company; he 
doubted'whether remaining as merchants fubje&ed 
to the jurifdi&ion of the country government, or 
the fupporting their ufurped privileges and pofief- 
iions by the fword, were likely to prove more be- 
neficial to the company, and feemed inclined to 
beep in awe the neighbouring princes by a -formi- 
dable military eftablifhment. All, faid he, mufb 
'belong to tbe company or the nabob", and we leave 
■you to Judge, which alternative is the moft defira- 
ble and the moft expedient in the prefent circum- 
ftance of affairs. Thus all notions of right and 
v rong are confounded, and juftice facrificed to con- 
venicncy. 

To fecure the company’s pofie’flions they requi- 
ted fix hundred recruits to Le fcnt,out annually, 
viz. five hundred infantry, fixty artillery, twenty 

cavalry 



cavalry, and twenty.ferjeants for the Teapoys.- To 
this number were to be added thirty volunteers 
2nd officers, and fix or {even gentlemen from the 
academy at Woolwich for artillery officers; tfch 
being a fervice that fu Sirs extremely, for wan; of 
perfons properly inftrufled to conduct it : face no 
officer who knows the benefit of the infantry fervice 
there, will chufe to quit it for any advantage the 
artillery will allord, they requefied 4000 {lands cf 
arms annually. ( 

Lord Clive and the gentlemen of the fecret 
committee, in the letters to the directors, palled 
mutual compliments on each other, on the interior 
policy and the military regulations introduced into 
the? Bengal provinces. They extolled the good 
effects of regimenting the company’s troops, of 
their difeipline, fubordination, and the occonomy 
.with which all this grand fyftetn of reformation was 
carried^ on. They praifed to the Ikies general 
Carnac s extraordinary merit, who fhould have ap- 
peared flill more confpicuous, had he been affillcd 
.by field officers, and not thwarted by the late go- 
vernors and councils. 

<■ In regard to the fmall arms, the bad qualitj.of 
them had in general expofed the company’s pofTef- 
lions to the greateft riff and danger* The locks 
A.ere llqfimfbcd, and the metal fo badly tempered/ 
as not to ftand the heat of the fun, in that climate. 

I he company purchafed the fmall arms at the rate 
o eighteen Ihilljngs per firelock, while govem- 
n !^ nC twenty-fevrn to the perfons who fur- 
nifiied them. The cafting of foot and fhtlls m 
* JT dr \ » 1S . a ? ob J e£t of great importance, and they 
fhould always employ fix perfons well verfed i? 

.. ' ' .this 
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fiiis bufmefs. T*he illicit importation of fmall arms 
to the India fettlements, and particularly in Ben-- 
"gal, has of late years, become a profitable branch 
of trade with the European captains, as well as 
that of furntfhing the natives with ammunition. 
They elude the fearches of the company’s officers, 
by lending round fmall vefiels to meet them at fea 
in certain latitudes, or to TenerifT, or St. Jago, out 
of the reach of their inquiries. The continuation 
of fuch practices may prove fatal to the company's 
pofleffions, who ffiould take every ftep in their 
power to prevent thefals of all kind of fire arms. 

* Upon Mr. Johnfion's refigning the company's 
fcrvice, Mr. Verelft was appointed fupervifor in 
the collection of revenues ; his diligence and atten- 
tion to this great obje&, could not fail of being 
Commended by his colleagues, who tried to raifc 
their reputation on the defamation of Mr. Vanfit- 
tart's government. 

Indeed, circumltances were now widely different 
from ~v- hat they were a few years fince, when the 
company confined their whole attention to com- 
merce, and were happy in being able to complete 
their inveftments without infult, or exaction from 
-the country < government. Now they are become 
fiove reigns of a rich and potent kingdom ; their 
fuccefs is beheld with jealoufy by the other Euro- 
pean powers, who maintain fettlements in India, 
and their interefts are fo extended, fo complicated, 
and fo connected with thofe of the feveral furround- 
ing powers, as to form a nice and difficult fyftem 
of potatoes > the conduct of which has been too of- 
ten committed into the hands of ralh,' inexperien- 
ced and ignorant young men, who had neither dif* 
* Yol. Ill, ^ E ere- 
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cretion, judgment or fteadmefs for jsrefervrng th'l 
immenfe fabric tn its fpjendor and profpuitv* 

As lord Clive and the ferret committee, were de«- 
ternuned to fecure the whole power they hadtn* 
groffed to themfelves, they oppofed w tth ill tl it 
might the orders of the directors for enlarging tie 
council from tivtlie to fixteen members, undtr pre- 
tence that this increafc in the numb* r of the board 
would be productive of further inconvenient^, 
and prove very detrimental to the company*!, ntt- 
reft, they declared it to be their firm opinon found- 
ed on experience, that the bufioefs of the Bengal 
government could never be fo effectually concluded 
?sby a fcleCt unanimous committee, Tbit by dt* 
vidmg the power into many hands, their authority 
{Would be weakened, in deprrv mg their mtafuresof 
that fccrecy neceifary to the accomplifhmenc ohheif 
private fpeculations , they excluded from the enur- 
ed, a number of ptrfons who had a juft claim totha* 
promotion by their fervices and femorltv, aid ap 
pointed junior fervants, whom th y recommended 
to the court of directors as proper perform to fill th< 
\acancies, merely, becaufe they v eru wl oily devot* 
fd, to his lordthip and the committee. There w« 
in s !eed, no ocher formof government fowefi adopt- 
ed, -and fo pcrf^dUy congenial to the fyllem of op* 
preftlon and monopoly, ihefc gentlemen in tid'd 
to clUbhfti When they apprehended fume incorivc- 
mencies from a compliance with the inftru&Kns of 
the directors, they took upon them fell es to fufpfcnd 
snd cv en to revoke their orders. 

The port of refident -at the Dnrbir, being an 
employment of confequcnce fince the grant of the 
wannee, Mr. Sj f’cs s as appomtsd to the JDunb2*v 
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as a £enti*man whbfe \i<U$ and principles dgr£cit 
perfectly with his lordfhip’s ddmmfftration. 4 il 
Asking as ambition and avarice fhall be the 
predominant paflions of the tompany’s fervancs, 
ivhofe fenfe of honour and duty to their employers 
are eftranged by the too eager purfuit of their own 
immediate advantage, the* fudden/ and among 
many, the unwarrantable acquifition* of nches_, 
will countenance luxury in every lb ape, and in its 
mod: pernicious cxcefs. __ Thefe two enormous evifs 
have infc&ed alrnoft every member of each depart- 
ment thrdugh the whole prefidency of Bengal ; 
every inferior grafps at wealth, that he might af« 
fume that fpi-ic of profufion, wjiich is the only 
<hftirt(5hon betw een him and his Superior. 1 hus all 
thftindhcn has ccafed, and every rank became m a 
manner upon an equality. In a Country where 
money is plenty , it is no wonder that corruption 
fhould find its way to a fpot fo veil prepared to 
receive ir. It is no wonder, that the lull of riches 
•fhould readily embrace the preferred means of its 
gratification, or that the lnftruments of power, 
•fhould proceed even to extortion in thefe cafes 
vhcrc Pimple corruption could not keep pace with 
. th-ir rapacity . Excmples of this lort fet by fupe- 
riors, could not fail of being followed in a propor- 
tionable degree by inferiors ? the evil was conta- 
gious and fpread among the civil and military', 
down to the writer, the enfign, and the free mer- 
chant, * 

The large fum> of money acquired by donation, 
^were fo pubhclv known and vindicated, that every 
'one thought he had a right to enrich himfelf at all 
'sunt, with as much expebuon as poflibte , tho 
» mono- 
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monopolies were another fund of immcnfe proffo 
to fuch of the company’s fervants as were permit- 
ted to enjoy a {bare in them, while not a rupee of 
advantage accrued to the government, and very Itttlft 
to the company from the inland trade. Had not 
thefe various fources of wealth been lately difcover- 
ed, the aftoniffiment to find individuals fo fuddenly 
enriched, ftiould not have yet ceafed ; there was 
fcarce a gentleman in the Bengal fettlemenr, who 
fiad not fixed upon a very fhprt period for his return 
to England with affluence ; from hence •arofe that 
fpirit of independency; which in a manner fet all 
the orders of the diredlacs at defiance, and dilat- 
ed a total contempt of them, as often as obedience 
was found 'incompatible with private intereft,’a 
great part of the revenues of the country, amount- 
ing to near four millions fterling per annum,’ was 
chiefly divided 'among the company’s fervants, 
and accounts for the fudden acquifitioh of their 
fortunes. 

' Thefe excefies were not confined to the civil fer- 
vants alone, the military* departments had alfo 
caught the infedbon, and riches, the bane of difei- 
pJine were daily promoting the ruin of the army ; 
An independent fortune was the certain profpedt 
a field officer. If too rapid a fortune acquired 
by thofepfrom whom the company expedt the fludy 
of commerce and policy, is detrimental to their ci- 
vil concerns, how effedtually deftrudtive muft that 
.evil prove to their military operations. Youths are 
either juft fent out from the academy, qnd often 
without even the elements of education, to whom 
pommiffions have been granted; furely, they cannot 
Glaim a rjght to an independent fortune, but after 
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yet thefe n\v and unexperienced officers, have been 
fuffered without, contruul, to take potfeffiorT for 
them (elves of the whole booty, donation-money, 
and plunder, on the capture or a city. j This hap- 
pened at Banaras : •'every ftatemuft be near its pe- 
riod, '’when the 'rage of luxury and corruption has 
feized upon its leaders. Can trade .be encouraged 
/or public benefit, where the management unfor- 
tunately devolves upon thofe who make private in~ 
tereft their rule of adfion ? has fudden affluence 
ever failed, from the infancy of military difeipline, 

. fo the prefent perfection of it, ro corrupt the prin- 
ciple, and- de (troy the fpirit of an -army ? inde- 
pendency of fortune is always averfe to thofe du- 
ties of lubordination,' which arc infcparable from 
theduties of a foldier ; and in India, if the acqui- 
sition be fudden, a relaxation of difeiphne-is im- 
mediately the confcquencp. We do not mean, by 
ihefe obfervations to exclude riches from the mili- 
tary : honour, alone is fcarcely a fufficient reward 
for the toils and dangers of the field : but the ac* 
quifirion-of wealth ought to be fo gradual, 'ns ro 
.admit not a profpedtot complea ting it, till fuccef- 
fion by. merit, to the rank of a field officer, fhould 
have laid a good foundation for the claim. 

> Lord Clive, refioring Sujah Dowlah the whole of 
•his dominions, proceeded more from the policy of 
not extending the company’s territorial poffeffions, 
as he could claim no (hare in the glory and advan- 
tage of thefe new conquefis, than the generous 
principle of. attaching him by gratitude, though 
this was his apparent motive. »Indecd, ih£ attempt 
Of retaining the compared country mult haye in- 
” ' * ercafed 
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monopolies were another fond of imtr.enfe profits^ 
to fuch of the company’s fervants as were permit- 
ted to enjoy a fhare in them, while not a rupee of 
advantage accrued to the government, and very little 
to the company from the inland trade. Had not 
thefe various fourcesof wealth been lately difcover- 
ed, the aftontihment to find individuals fofuddenly 
enriched, ..fhould not have yet ceafed; there was 
fcarce a gentleman in the Bengal fettlemenr, who 
had not fixed upon a very fhprt period for his return 
to England with affluence ; from hence arofe that 
fpirit of independency*, which in a manner fee alt 
the orders of the dire&ors at defiance, and dilat- 
ed a total contempt of them, as often as obedience 
was found incompatible with private intereft, a 
great part of the revenues of ,the country, amount- 
ing to near four millions fterlmg per annum/ was 
chiefly divided among the company’s fervants 
and accounts for the fudden acquifition of their 
fortunes. * 4 * 

* Thefe excefles were not confined to the civil fer- 
vants alone, -the military departments 'had alfo 
caught the infe&ion, and riches, the bane of difei- 
pliue were ,daily promoting the ruin of the army ; 
sn independent fortune was the certain profpett 
tff a field officer. ' If too rapid a fortune acquired 
by thofe, from whom the company expert the fludy 
'of commerce and policy, is detrimental to their ci- 
vil concerns, how cffedVually deftrudtive muii that 
evil prove to their military operations. Youths are 
pither juft fent out from the academy, qnd often 
without even the elements of 'education, to whom 
pommiflions have been granted; furely, they cannot 
claim a 


right to an independent fortune, but after 
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they have railed by merit to a fuperior command'?- 
yet thefe raw and unexperienced officers, have been 
iuQered without contruul, to take pofiefiion for 
themfelves of the whole booty, donation-money, 
and phlnder, .on the capture of a city. i This hap- 
pened at Banaras : every ftaremuft be near its pe- 
riod, ''when the rage of luxury, and corruption has 
feized upon its leaders. Can trade be encouraged 
for public benefit, where the management unfor- 
tunately devolves upon thofe who make private in- 
tern ft cheir rule of adtion ? has fuddt-n affluence 
ever failed, from the infancy of military difcipline, 
Xo the prefent perfection of it, to corrupt the prin- 
ciple,' and .deftroy the fpirit of an army ? inde- 
pendency of fortune is always aterfe to thofe du- 
ties of lubordmation, which arc infeparable from 
theduties of a foldter ; and in India, if rheacqui- 
fuion be fudden, a relaxation of difcipline is im- 
mediately the confe quencr. We do not mean, by 
ihefe obfervations to exclude riches from the mili- 
tary : honour alone is fcarcely a fufficienr reward 
dor the toils and dangers of the field : but the ac- 
quifirion-of ivealtb ought to be lb gradual, as to 
.admit not a prorpeft ot compleating it, till fuccef- 
fion by ; merit, to the rank of a field officer, fiiould 
have laid a good foundation for the claim. 

Lord Clive, redo ring Sujah Dowlah the u hole of 
•his dominions, proceeded more from the policy of 
not extending the company’s territorial pofieffions, 
as he could claim no (hare in the glory and advan- 
tage of thefe nev\ conquefis, than the generous 
principle of attaching him by gratitude, though 
this was his apparent motive. -Indeed, thd attempt 
qf retaining the conqutrcd country muft have tn- 
\ * crcafed 
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tfrcafed the military cfiablilhment ; and the acts of 
opprcflion and innumerable nbufe% which v.culd 
have been committed, ami w hich could r?nher 
have bi.cn prevented nor remedied, at the chfianco 
of 700 miles from the pr-fidcncy, mull infallibly’ 
have laid the foundation cf another war, deftruc- 
tive and unfuccfiful : the old privileges and pofief- 
fionsof the company would have been endangered 
by every fupply they might have been tempted to 
afford in fopport of the new ; and the natives niuft 
have finally triumphed in their inability to fupport 
the weight of their unbounded ambition. 

His lordlhip in a letter to the directors, dated 
Calcutta, September 30th, 1765*. notwithftanding 
all the arts of fophtftry, indiC 3 teJ a determination 
to abolilb the powers of the council, in order td 
fway without controol, as the five members of thd 
fecret committee were entirely at his derction. 
Five gentlemen, fa id he; well verfed in the com- 
pany’s true intereAj of abilities to plan, and refo- 
Jution to execute ; gentlemen whole fortunes are 
honourably approaching to affluence, and w'hofe in- 
tegrity has never fufleredthem to exceed the bounds 
of moderation ; a felect committee compofed of 
fuch men, will tranlaft more bufinefs in a tveelf, 
than the council can in a month. 

In my opinion, it is the duty 'of the council to 
make the power of the prefident appear as exten- 
fivc as pofiiblc in the eyes of the people ; that all 
porrefpondcncc n irh the country' princes, fliould be 
carried through him alone, that the council fliould 
upon alt occafions be unanimous; the dignity of his 
ftation, and that he ought to be confidered among 
the natives as the folc manager and conductor of 
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political -affairs. This was the for? t5f government 
/ his lordfhip “wifhed to eftabhih un Bengal. He la* 
men ted the linhippy change, which within a few 
years had anfen in the manner and conduft of the 
company # s ter vanes in that prefidcncy, when himfelF 
had been the firft caufe of the revolutions which 
happened, in confequence of Meer Jaffier’s eleva- 
tion to the mifnudj and which were -productive of 
that fpirit of rapacioufcefs and corruption, which 
prevailed afterwards in thefe provinces. He^rh- 
pofed to appoint five or ? fix gentlemen from Ma- 
drafs, members of the council at Calcutta, as the 
■v conduct of the gentlemen -upon that eftablilbment 
is -in general unacccptionable, t and the examples 
of their regularity, difcretion, ahd moderation, 
■would be a means of reftoring Bengal to good or- 
der and -government. Thislchemfe, which 'after- 1 * 
•v ards took place, was to exclude from the coun- 
cil fcveral members, who ftrdnuoufly oppofed his 
lordlhip's arbitrary meafures and innovations, and 
could not approve of his pernicious plan of refer* 
mation. • 1 , 

•The fourcts of tyranny and lOppreflion, which 
have been opened by European agents, atting un- 
der the -authority of the company’s fervants, .and 
the numblrlcfs black 2 gents and their fubftitures, 
will be a lifting reproach to the Enghfli name in 
Bengal. It is liYipoflible to enumerate the grie- 
vances of the unfortunate miiabitants ; inftead of 
fecuring the confidence of the natives, they havfc 
been frightened with a rod of -iron. Ambition, 
Xucccis, and hfxary, haw fermsd s iylbem of po- 
litics, at ihe experce of Englifh honour, the 
(company's faijh, and even of common jufUceard 

hums. 



I 4°3 1 

humanity. Foreign nations hive lohg entertained 
jealoufies of the commercial fuperionty, Public 
complaints have been frequently made from both 
French and Dutch fa&ories j that the dread of the 
Englifh name, added to the encouragement of the 
company’s fervants at different aurungs, had de* 
terred the weavers from complying with their tiftial 
and nccefTary demands j and foon or later ratio* 
juxl rcmonflranccs will be made on that fubj.cl. 
Perhaps one half of the trade being referred to the 
Englifh company, and the other divided between 
the French, Dutch and Danes, in fuch proportion, 
as might be fettled between their refpeftive com- 
jnifianes, might adjuft thefe difputes to the mutual 
fatisfaftion of all parties. B^fidcs, as every nation 
which trades to the Eafl Indies conflantly brings 
out fitver for the purchafe of- merchandize in re*- 
•turn ; and as the Englifh company’s revenues will 
for the future enable them to furnilh all their in- 
veftments, without any remittance from England, 
it feems necefiary that they fhould, in fomc degree 
encourage the trade of others, in order that this 
country may be fupplied by them with bullion, to 
replace the quantity the Englifh Hull annually fend 
to China, or to any other part of the world. 

. The committee of fecrecy appointed to enquire 
jnto the admimflration of juflice in Bengal, and 
-confidering it as one of the moll important objects 
of their commifEon, to report to the houfe the 
flare of judicature in that country, as the necefTary 
ground work for eflablifhing proper regulations 
for the future adminiftration of juftice, have confi- 
de red the alterations which have been introduced 
jnto the ancient Bate of judicature of the mogul 
. " • ern- 
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fcmpire by the Influence or authority of the com* 
pany, or their fervants. _ v 

In examining into the ancient conftitution of 
judicature in Bengal, during the vigour of the Mogul 
government, the committee "chiefly enquired into 
the following pbints. The names and diftindtions 
of the feveral courts ; the judges in each i the 
laws and rules by which they 'decided ; under 
what controul of appeal they lay j under what in- J 
fiuence by’ the ’ power of the* government p anel - 
laftly, the purity or corruption that prevailed in the 
adminiftrationof juftice in thefe courts. n 

From the general ac count' given by the gentle- 
men examined before <• them ; and alfo, from that * 
"contained in the books and correfpondence of the- 
company, according to the ancient conftitution of 
Bengal, the administration' of juftice, 'both in th“d* 
capital and feveral diftritts, was diftributed into 
different branches of judicature, for the exercife of 
criminal, civil* religious, and revenue jurif- 
di&ion* ’ < ' r 1 «' ‘ 

The criminal court in every diftridt,* ’was gentf- 
irally known by the name of Phoufdary j the ze- 
mindar or rajah of thfe diftf idt was the judge in this 
court i his jiirirdidtion Extended to all criminal 
cafes; but in fuch as were of d capital nature, the 
fentence was not to be executed Until a report of 
the cafe was made to the government at Murfhada- 
"bad, and their orders received upon it* The pro- 
ceedings in this court u ere fummaty ; the molt fre- ‘ 
quent mode of punifhmenv particularly where the’ 
accufed was a man of wealthy was by fine ; and 
every fine impeded by the Authority of the couft 
was a perquifite of the 2eimndaf himfelf, by virtue 
Vol. Ill* 3 F of 
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juftice, the general courfe of appl canon for re- 
drefs agafrft pny proceedings of tfe cdurt of juf- 
tice, wa> to the po\ er of the government, ef- 
p^cialiy where the party found hrmiclr in a ficuatton 
to expert its fn our and pro'efhon , and the go- 
vernor nt upon fuch occafions, not only exercifed a 
dilcrcttQnary power mer the proceedings vf the 
courts but f cquently gave iuch remedy, <?r m- 
flt&cd loch purulluncnt ns they thought proper, 

, without the lnte-pofition of any judicature Ic ap- 
pears that the v^nt of fubordtnare jurildiflions m 
different parts of the zemmdary dillridts, was at 
tended w «th much hardOup to the. low cr clafs of 
people , that tuch of them only as lv% ed m the 
neighbourhood of the feat of judicature, could 
haveaccels to fhefe tribunals, nnd tint c\en to 
thefe, thL expences ‘attending fuits m the courts, 
were almoft an entire exJufion of the poffibihty 
of obtaining juftice d>y law. That on the other 
hand, the principal peifonsinthe fevenl diftrt&s 
could fddom be broughc under the authority of 
the courts, and when they fubmitfsd to thepn. were 
able to defeat their juftice Jby means of their in- 
fluence with government 

1 he ad mm dilation of juftice during the vtgour 
of the ancient conftttution, was liable to great a- 
bufe and oppreflion , the judges generally lay un- 
der die influence of jimereft, and often under that 
of corruption , a fid the inter pofttion of govern- 
ment from the motives of favour or difjpleafure, 
was another frequent caufe of the pen erfion of 
juftice 

One material circuroflance, rhat muji hate great- 
ly tended totneoutage the abufe of this judicature 
p th«-fe courts, appears to hive been the w ant of 
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or.y judicial regifler of their proceedings , To that 
there could not exift any authentic document of 
their proceedings to be the fubjett of re; lev, by 
any fuperior authority 

Cauies refpedhng religion appear to have beeti 
diflinguifhed from the ordinary courfe of judica- 
ture , queftions of this nature \i ere not frufled to 
the judgment or difcrction of the temporal judge-; 
in e\ery fuch cafe, the judge before whom thequef 
tion depended, was obliged to call in the affiftance 
of the cazeeof the diftndt, and e^en tofubmit to 
his authority in the dectfion of the caufe the 
Gentoo fubjedts enjoyed a fimilar privilege with 
refp®dfc to all cafes of a religious nature^ m which 
perfons of that perfuatfon were parties i for that m 
e\ ery fuch cafe, it was neceffat) , that the tempo 
ral judge fhould be affifted by a bramm of the 
call, particularly where the caufe was of fuch 
a nature as might be attended >vith the foifeiturft 
of coll 1 

All cafes refpedtmg the revenue, or the rents of 
the lands, \Vcre under the cognizance of a peculiar 
court in every diftridt , formerly the zemindar, or 
rajah held the authority of this judicature alfo, 
but for fome years before the acquifition of the 
dewannee, this jurifdidhon of the zemindar ha$ 
gone into difufe, and has fince been exercifed by 
the naib Duan ? appointed m eycry dtftrrft by 
the principal Duan at Murfhadabad , thrs officer 
decided irt all caufes of revenue, bht appeal lay from 
hts dectfion to the principal Duan 

With refpedl to the courts ellabliffiedat the ca- 
pital by the ancient conflitution of the Bengal 
province The nazim as fupremc magtftnre pre- 
fides perfonally in the trials of capital offenders, 

and 
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and holds Vcourr every Sunday ; • crimes not' capi-i 
ral are tried before the Phoufdar, but reported tQ 
the nazim for hisjudgmerttand fcntence. ' - - \ 

■ The Duan is the proper judge 'of all'caufes of 
property, except ihofe which refpeft land and inhe- 
ritance and alfo-take cognizance' of quarrels,, Trays 
and abufive> names. - w y ' * • *,• 

: The cazee is the- judge in' aU claims r'of 'inheri- 
tance 'or faecefiioh,' afiilted’by -the Mufti, -wHoiS 
'the expounder of the law 1 '; and alfo by the Motcfib, 
ainagiftfateWhofe immediateduty -is to fuperm- 
tpnd theweighei andmeafures and Other ‘‘matters 
.Of police ; the manner of proceeding in the’cazefcY 
court is, that -after hearing-tile caufe', 'the Mufti 
Writes' the law applicable to it,'and the 'cazee pro- 
nounces judgnienc accordingly • unlcfs he, 'or the' 
Motfcfib difapprOves of the' law ; in -which cafe, - the 
paufe is referred to the' naiim, who fummons the 
general aflcmbly, confiding of the above-mentioned 
magiflrates, and all the learned in the -law', to 
irieet and 'decide updn-it; Which detifion is final. r 

* Such appears to have been the’fyftem of judica- 
ture, eftablifhed by thc ahcient 'conflitution of Ben- 
gal'; the fubiedts of themdgul empire in that prc£ 
vince derived: little protedtion orfecurtty from any 
of thefe eburts • ’and in general, 1 -, though forms 'of 

, judicature were eftablilhed and prefer ved,' 1 the' des- 
potic principles of the government 1 rendered them 
• 'the -inflrumen'ts of power father tharfof juftice, not 
-only unavailing to prote&thfe 1 people, 1 but often the 
’means of the moft grievous oppreflion's,-' under the 
cloak- of .this judicial chafi&er. ■ - 

■ ■ As to' the mannerin which the Engllfli company, 
or its feryarttSj-ufed to; proceed^, during the ancient 
•.* - ' ,1 '-‘ ’ ' ' ‘ .govern- 
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Government, to compel payment of their debts from 
any of the natives not rdiding under the Brinfh 
flans where the debtor was a perfon dependent or 
connected with the company in'thc couife of com- 
merce, and redding, (as thefe perfons generally 
'did') in the neighbourhood of any of the company’s 
fettlements, the general praftice-was to lay hold of 
his perfon by their own authority,, without apply- 
ing to any court, orofneer of the government : they 
fometimes ventured’ to cxerctfe-the fame nght; 
cven where the debtor did not fall under that de- 
feription, but this was an abufe, though generally 
overlooked by the government. In the former 
cafe, the government tacitly allowed and countc. 
tianccd the praftree of feiatng and detaining the 
‘debtor, being inclined to give all poffible encou- 
ragement to the Europeans, from whofe commerce 
their country then derived fuch confiderabie advan- 
tages.' In cafes where it was not thought prudent 
to = pmceed in this manner, the only remedy was 
by application to government.: but there was fel- 
dom occafron to make ufe of either of thefe ways to 
•compel payment of- any debt to the company, or 
-their fervants; for the perfons dealing with them 
reaped <b much benefit from that connexion, that 
there fel-tom arofc 3ny-difpule between them. 

The French and Dutch exercifed the fame pri- 
vilege of lei zing their debtors, .and oven continued 
'the prattler iftcnhs 1 company’s acquifirion of the 
Deu annee. ' This praftice having been fince prohi- 
bited by the noble prefident and council, ihe 
prench in very ffrong terms remonflrated againft 
.tiiis order, asm violation of a right which they had 
-alwavs held and-cxercifed under the country go- 
. ‘ vernmentj 
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Vernmcntj but the prefidenc and council denied 
this preteniion, and infilled that the French fhould 
have rccGurfe to the courts of juftice to comps! 
payment of their debts ; but this difpute lias not 
been brought to >a conclufion. 

With refpettto the alteration?, the ancient date 
of judicature in Bengal has undergone fince the de- 
cline of the mogul government, and the introduc- 
tion of the company’s influence in Bengal, durin'g 
the firft period of, Meer Jafierr’s government, al- 
though he had been ratfed to the naboblliip bv the 
power and influence of lord Clive ; the adminiftra- 
tion of juftice continued in its former courfe, with 
’little interruption or alteration .from that power 
which had made rhe revolution. 'During the go- 
•vernment of Coflim Ally Kawn, the Hnglifh in- 
fluence began to operate, not onlv in conference 
of the revolution itfclf, accompli/hed by their pow- 
er, butbecaufe from that time, many EngUfb, with 
or without the confent of the precedency, difper- 
fed themfelves over the councr) , and engaged in 
its interior commerce, which often led them to in- 
terfere with the judicature and government of the 
* country ; befides Coflim*-? attention was fo much , 
turned to the increafe of his revenue, that he gave 
very little regard to the adminiftration of juftice, or 
to the maintenance of that part of ills authority 
agalnft the encroachments of the Englifli fubjedts 
redding in his territories, farther than was necefia- 
ry for fecuring the collidiion of his revenues. 

The third revolution made by the Englifli, in 
reftormg Meer Jaffier, neceflarily added to their 
power-and influence in the whole adminiftration of 
4 government in Bengal, and of courfe rendered the 

admi- 
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gdmmtftratlon of juftice in the judicature of Ind 
country, very liable to be fwajed or influenced by 
any fervant of the company, whole fuuation gave 
him ?n opportunity, and whole intereft afforded 
him incitement, to interfere in any of their judicial 
proceedings, v Since the eftabltfhment of the Eng- 
lifti power in Bengal, on its prefenting footing, the 
benyansof the Enghlh company’s fervants, where- 
ever they reflde, entirely govern the courts of judi- 
cature, and they even frequently fit as -judges in 
t he fe courts. In 1771, the members of the com- 
pany’s council, fat at Patna, alternately in the re- 
venue court together with the rajih., < 

But though thefe fucceffiye revolutions accomi 
plifhed by the JSngldh power in Bengal, neceflarily 
rendered that influence very operative in the af- 
fairs of the government, and although the gotnaftahs 
of the fer>ant$ of the company frequently aflumed 
fo thcmfclves the exercife of judicature ; yet, it 
docs no: appear, that any alteration in the legal con- 
stitution of the judicature of the country was made 
before the acquifition of tbe^Dewannce. ' 'Ever 
fince fome alterations have, been trade and a varie* 
ty of regulations proppfed, refpedting the adminis- 
tration of juftice} , but the efieft has appeared in 
the mofl epormous abufea, and the moll •unwar- 
rantable a&s of .arbitrary power.*- As the Tefidents 
at the durbar poflefled a very ejetenfive authority, 
they fhould for the honour of the -Englifh nation 
ufe it to promote juftice and protett ahe nathes 
from injury. 

The court of directors had recommended to the 
feloft committee at Bengal, to endeavour to intro-" 
duce Jaws of inheritance, and as near as pofiibJe 

to 
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to tKe fpirit’of the laws of England j particularly^' t 
to endeavour to abolifh .the power of feizing the 
effeCts of thofe who die without children ; and to 
introduce the right of bequeathing by will ; refer- 
ring to their judgment, how far this could be done, 
confident with the claims of the rajahs and land- 
holders, and the eftablifhed cuftom of the country. 

In a letter, dated Augud 1770, from the fuper- 
vifor atNattore, to the refident at the durbar, an 
account is given of the trial of a woman before the 
criminal coun atEhittareah, attended by the pro' 
per officers of the Mahometan and Gentoo religi- 
ons, upon a charge of the murder of a woman, and 
thedeftruftion of a child with which fhe was preg- 
nant, by giving her medicines to procure an abor- ' 
tion, and ufing the mod barbarous means in ex- 
tracting the foetus. This trial was held publickly 
in the fupervifor’s prefence ; the faCfc was clearly 
proved by different witnefles up6n oath, and, the 
court deemed her deferving capital punifhment ; 
but they hefitatedto pronounce that fentence, from'" 
a fcrupulous regard to the ftridtnefs of the Maho- 
metan law, which requires the attedation of a cer- 
tain number of eye^witnefles, and thofe of the - 
Mufiulmen faith, to*fan£tify a fentence of death, 
even for murder, and with the cleared evidence of 
the fait. It therefore 'reds (continues the letter) 
with you and the minifler of the nabob, to deter- 
mine whether or not, it may be allowable to fet atide 
thofe obdacles to the execution of a punilhment, 
which is forbidden only by a religious partiality* 
imcdmpatible it ith equity and the natural laws of 
fociety. r - 

Vol, III. -G’ ~ The 
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gdmimftration of juftice in the judicature of 
country, very liable to be fwajed or influenced by 
any fervant of the company, whofe fituadon gavd 
him an opportunity, and whofe imereft afforded 
him incitement, to interfere in any of their judicial 
proceedings. - Since the eftabhfliment of the Eng- 
bfh power in Bengal, on itsprefenting footing, the 
benyansof the Enghlh company’s fervants, when- 
ever they refide, entirely govern the courts of judi- 
cature, and they even frequently fit as judges in 
the/e courts. In 1771, the members of the com- 
pany’s council, fat at Patna, alternately in the re- 
venue court together v; ith the rajah. 

But though thefe fucceffiye revolutions accom* 
plifhed by the Engtifh power jn Bengal, neceffartly 
rendered their influence \ cry operatise in the af- 
fairs of the government, and although the gomaftahs 
of the feryants of the company frequently affumed 
to themfelves the exercife of judicature ; yet, it 
does not appear, that any alteration in the legal con- 
stitution of the judicature of the country was made 
before the acquifition of che^ De\V 3 nnce. ' ’Ever 
fince fome alterations have been made and a varie* 
ty of, regulations propofed, refpeeftingthe adminif-. 
tration of jultyce; but the efieft has appeared "in" 
the moft.erorrr.aus abufes, snd the moll unwar* 
rantable afts of arbitrary power.* As the refidents 
at the durbar pofiefled a jvery extenfive authority/ 
they fhould for the honour of the Englifh nation 
ufe it to promote juftice and protect .the natives 
from injury. * r 

The court of dire£tors had recommended to the 
iele£t committee at Bengal, to endeavour to intro- 
duce laws of inheritance* and as near as ooffible 

to ' 
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to the fpiric’of the laws of England ; particularly^ ' 
to endeavour to abolifh .the power of feizing the 
effe&s of thofe who die without children 5 and to 
introduce the right of bequeathing by will j refer- 
ring to their judgment, how far this could be done, 
confident with the claims of the rajahs and land- 
holders, and the eftablilhed cuftom of the country. 

In a letter, dated Auguft 1770* from the fuper- 
vifor at Nattore, to the refident at the durbar, an 
account is given of the trial of a woman before the 
criminal court at Bhittaieah, attended by the pro- 
per officers of the Mahometan and Gentoo religi- 
ons, upon a charge of the murder of a woman, and 
the deftrudtion of a child with which fhe was preg- 
nant, by giving her medicines to procure an abor- 
tion, and ufing the mod barbarous means in ex- 
tracting the foetus. This trial was held pubhckly 
in the fupervifor’s prefence ; the fa£t was clearly- 
proved by different witneffe$*up6n oath, and, the 
court deemed her deferving capital punifhment 5 ( 
but they hefitated to pronounce that fentence, from 
a fcrupulous regard to the ftriCtnefs of the Maho- 
metan law, which requires the atteftation of a cer- 
tain number of eye, witneffes, and thofe of the •" 
Muflulmen faith, to fandhfy a fentence of death, 
even for murder, and with the cleared evidence of 
. the fadt. It therefore reds fcontinues the letter) 
with you and the minifier of the nabob, to deter- 
mine whether or not, it may be allowable to fet afidc 
thofe obdacles to the execution of a punishment, 
which is forbidden only by a religious partiality, 
imcomparible with equity and the natural laws of 
fociety. 

You III. 3 G' Jhe 
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iThe inftru&ions of the prefident 2nd council oft? 
Calcutta, communicated by ,the refidentat the 
durbar, to the fupervifors of the feveral diftridh, af- 
ter observing the degree of corruption to which thei 
epurts of judicature were degenerated, and par- 
ticularly the mifchievous confequences of allowing 
arbitrary fines, and compromifing offences, diredb 
the fupervifors, to check every fuch compofition, 
and in matters of property .to recommend arbitra- 
tion as much as poffible, and to inculcate into the 
minds of the people, that their only object is to 
provide for their relief and happinefs. That in 
capital cafes, the fentence fhould be referred to the 
refident at the durbar, and by him to the minifter/ 
to approve or mitigate it, according to the nature 
of the cafe. That they fhould eftablifh regiffers 
of all caufes and determinations to be lodged m the 
principal cutcherry of the province, and 'that an 
authenticated copy be tranfmitted to Murfiiada- 
bad. That they endeavour to reform all the cor- 
ruption which have encroached on the primitive 
rights of the Mahometans and Hindoos, particu- 
larly in refpeft of the arbitrary impofmons of fines. 
That all perfons claiming any judicial or religious 
authority, fhould be fummoned to produce their 
funnuds.and that regifters of thefe funnuds fhould 
be kept, in order to prevent any for exercifing 3 
judicial, becaufe a lucrative function, who is not 
appointed by government, if a Mahometan, or e- 
le&ed by his call of a Hindoo. Thar rhe forfei- 
ture of acaft fhould never be infhdted on any cafe 
but by fentence of the bramin, in a regular pro- 
cefs, and upon clear proof of the offence > but as 
The, policy of rhe Mahometan government hsd pro- 
» vided. 
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vided, that where a Hindoo has legally forfeited 
his call, he cannot be reftored to it, without the 
fanftion of the government ; that this principle 
Jhould be kept up, ns a diredt affertion of the fub- 
ordinationof the Hindoos, who are Very confide- 
rable majority of ihe fubjedts. 

The court of direftors alfo fent orders to thefe 
.commiffioners, that they Ihould make ftridt and 
fpeedy enquiry ipto the proceedings of the courts 
of juftice throughout their fettlements/ and that if 
any extraordinary powers had interfered to inter- 
rupt the courfe and admmiftration. of juitice, they 
ihould without delay corredl all fuch abufes ; and 
that if they ihould find the eftaolilhed courts io 
imperfectly conftitured, as^ not to be adequate to 
the right admmiftration of juftice, they Ihould ap- 
_ply to the government, and obtain firmauns for e- 
redtlng fuch new judicatures as Ihould appear jnoft 
adequate to that purpofe. 

Thefe com million ers accordingly aflumed’and 
txercifed the right of fuperintending and reviewing 
the proceedings of the courts of jufttce in . their, fe- 
deral diftridts, where any cafe of difficulty or pecu- 
liar importance occurred, they reported a ftate of 
the proceedings to the refident at Murlhadabad, in 
order, that he might lay it before the government, 
and return fuch orders as the nabob or his minifters 
’tvith'his approbation Ihould diredt. This practice 
accordingly has prevailed throughout Bengal, and 
appears to be the ftrongeft evidence of the absolute 
f\\ ay, and controul to which the whole adminiftra- 
tton of government, and particularly the courts of 
juftice, have fubmitud fince the company *s acceffion 
to the dewannee. Appeals were frequently made 
' r from 



[ J 

Prom the two courts at pacca to the refident at th$ 
durbar,' who made proper enquiry into, and decid- 
*ed ultimately the caufes fo brought before him. 

Mahomea Reza Kaivn having been joined by 
the gentleman appointed to refioe at Murfhadabad 
as a council of controul, the prefident and council 
jefolved, that the council of controul fhould inter- 
pofe as there ihould be occafion, and that every 
tranfadtion relative to the government ihould ultir 
jnately come before them ; in all criminal cafes 
through the provinces, the trial was tranfmitted to 
them for their approbation, before the fentence 
Unexecuted. Two courts were eftabhihed by the 
council of controul, confilling of all the members 
pf the council, to revife the proceedings of the 
country courts , and finally to determine thereon. 

One of the greateft grievances in the adminiftra- 
tion of juftice, was the venality and oppreffion of 
the Cazees, who iince the company’s acceibon, had 
invented a variety of new taxes upon the ryottsand 
eftablilhed a mode of compromde for criminal of* 
fences, ’ . 

The Cazees were directed never to demand any 
compofidon for crimes j that the rate of their fees 
be Buck up, attefled by, the zemindar on the "'all 
of the cutchery in the Perfian and Bengal lan- 
guages. That the Peon apprehending a prifoner 
Jhallnot take above two annas per day, befides vic- 
tuals ; and that where the perfon can give good 
fecunty for his appearance, they ihould not keep 
Peons upon his perfon. That if any Englifh Go- 
maftah takes upon him to fend peons and detain 
prifoners, or any inferior officers exercife jurifdi&i- 
<ms beyond their own precinct, they ihould take 
, ' prbt 
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proper-fteps to put a flop to fuch unwarrantable 
pra&ices. 

, Mr. Ducarel, fupervifor at Purnea, made a report 
*to the council of three criminal trials ; one for the 
murder of a child, in which fervtencc of death had 
teen patted, waiting only for the proper approba- 
tion to 'be put in execution ; and two other cafes 
of theft and robbery, for which, by the Mahome- 
tan law, the criminals were condemned to have 
One hand and one foot cut off, propofing that in 
lieu of that puniQimenr, in thefe and fimilar cafes, 
lhe criminals fhould be lent to the public works. 
The anfwcr from the council Rated, that the ulti- 
mate decifion in criminal cafes reded entirely with 
•the Naib Subah, who returned his frncence to the 
officers of the Adawlat ; adding, that fhould the 
order of the prefident and council, with refpeft to 
the diftin&ion to be obferved between the dewanaee 
and the nizamut, admit of the council’s interpo- 
fmgtn criminal cafes, they fhould then take into 
< confederation the propriety of the propofed devia- 
tions from the rules of the Mahometan law. • 

‘ Mr. Rous, fupervifor of Ragefhaby, tranfmit- 
led in a letter to the chief and council of revenue, 
the proceedings of two trials for different murders ; 

- with refpedt to one of them, he onlj' mentioned 
“that tlje perfon accufed had been condemned to 

- die, and that two perfons included in the charge 
were acquitted;' the other was the trial of a father 

' for the murder of his daughter, an infant of fix 
months old, by cleaving her head afunder; thefaffc 
was proved according to the forms of theMahomt- 
- Jan law, by his own coofefiion, excufing it as done 
fit Qf defpair, on account of fomc delay in the 
* - ’ cere- 
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Ceremony of his intended marriage : by the autho- 
rity of one paflage in the khoran, this - criminal 
ihould have been punifhed with dtath ; but the 
latter commentators, and efpecially a fociety of 
learned men, who were employed by the authority 
of Aurengzebe to digeft the civil and criminal in- 
ititutions of the khoran, had mitigated thexigatir 
of this law, regarding the deltrudhon of a grown 
perfon, as a punifhment more than adequate to the 
death of a child. He concluded with obferving, 
that the peculiar circumftances of barbarity in this 
cafe ought, notwithftanding the lenity of thefe au- 
thorities, to undergo the fevereft punilbment. 

The council in anfwcr to this letter, mentioned 
that, in confideration of the peculiar barbarity of 
the cafe, the Naib Subah had pronounced a fen- 
tence in foms degree beyond the letter of the law, 
though not fo far as affect the life of the culprit. 

, The prefident and council in their instructions* 
faid exprefsly, “ Although we wifh to interfere as 
little as pofiible with the bufinefs that appertains to 
the.nizamur, and eflablifhed by long ufage in the 
country, yet as we are defirous of checking the 
arbitrary proceedings of the Moorifh courts of juf- 
tice, from a duty we owe to the happinefs and fe- 
curity of the inhabitants ; we will therefore, that 
you will give the flritteft attention to prevent 
injuflice, as much as pofiible, by your reprefenta- 
tion to government as occafions offer. 

Mr. btewarr, refident at Burdivan, in his anfwcr 
obferved, that the courfe of deciGon, by arbitra- 
tion was found dilatory, undecifive and unfatisfac- 
lory i that the inhabitants were become very 
averfe to that manner of proceeding, preferring 
- _ ' great- 



r An 1 _ 

♦teatly tlte ''e fl abli (lied cutcherics, efpectally' whilft 
under the fuperintendanceof a company’s tervant j‘ 
that in his opinion, the abufes in the admintftra- 
tion of juflice were to be imputed rather to the 
corrupt principles of the Mahometan and Gentoo 
judges, than to any defeats in the laws or in the 
regulations of the courts ; and that therefore, thefer 
grievances could not be in any way fo well redrefled 
as by a ftridt fuperintendance of the company’s fer- ' 
rants m their feveral jurifdidtions. 

<• It is to be obferved, that throughout all Indof- 
tan, in cafe of theft, robbery, or murder, the ze- 
mindar of the province is bouhd to profecute the* 
murderer or thief, and the efFedts j and are liable 
to be called themfdves to account, if they fail in 
this duty. 

Mr.Bently, chief at Luckypoor gave his opinion; 
that there would be inconvenience in the entire' a- 
bolition of the judicial fees, by affording too much 
encouragement to litigation, whereby the charges 
of the cutcherries to government would be greatly 
increafed-, and that though difcretionary fines ought 
not to be allowed, yet under proper regulations a- 
dopted to the degree of the offence, that mode of 
punifhment feemed the leaft; that it feemed abfolute* 
ly neceflary to appoint fubordinate powers of judi- 
cature, for the protedlion of the poor inhabitants 
re Tiding at a diftance from the metropolis of the dif- 
tridt; that the mode of arbitration Mas in general, 
very difficult •, as few perfons chufe to undertake 
that office ; and that, to carry it into creneral prac- 
tice, it would be necefiary to make the natives, 
when called upon, to adtin that charadter, liable to 
certain fines on refufal or rieglcdt. 

- - , T he , 
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'The naib Doan prefented a memorial tothtfpre* 
ftdcnt and council, on the fubjcdt of arbitration# 
accurately diftinguilhing fuch cafes as are proper 
for that mode of decifion, and fuch as mull be de- 
cided by the courts of judicature ; according to the 
law of the latter bind be Hated all difputcs, of in- 
heritance, property, purthafes, affignments, and 
the like ; that thefe cafes depending upon the laws 
of the fcripturcs, according to the orders of the al- 
mighty and his prophet, cannot be proper fubjedts 
erf adminiftration, for the right muft be decided ac- 
cording to the precepts of the law, and common afb 
bitrators cannot be proper judges thereof. That 
cafes of mifdemeanor, or offence, by onefubjedt to 
another, cannot be referred to arbitration, but muft 
be judged and punifhed by the proper officers of 
jufttce, and much more efpecially crimes of a high- 
er magnitude muft undergo the judgment of the 
law itfelf : that on the other hand, in cafes of 
debt, account at other commercial concern, arbi- 
tration is the beft mode 6f dccifion: that he had 
accordingly iffued orders to the officers of the courts 
of juftice in the feveral diftridts, that inwall matters 
of debt, trade, petty quarrels and ordinary occur- 
rences where the parties are willing to refer, they 
lhould appoint arbitrators, and that regifters . be 
duly kept in the court of Adawlatof all caufes de- 
cided in that way. 

The council, m confequence of thefe reprefenta- 
tions enforced the neceffity of reftridting the orders 
relative to arbitration, to fuch cafes fpecified for 
that purpofe ; for that it would be productive of the 
greateft diflatisfadtion in the country, of that mode 
of dccifion was to be fubftituted in the place of ju- 
dicial 
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tTicial determinations, in filch cafes as fail under 
the fixt principles of the Mahometan law, that 
fuch a meafure would be regarded by all the Ma- 
hometans as an infringment on their religion and 
fcuftoms, would excite great difcontent and appre-* 
henfion, and perhaps be liable to an obftinate and 
indexible oppofition. The prefident and council 
declared, that all cafes of inheritance, marriages or 
other matters for whidh the Mahometan law has 
made provlficm, and Iike'wife matters refpedhng in- 
heritariedy and the particular laws and ufages of 
the cafts of the Gehtoos ihould be decided by the 
iftablifhed magiftrates, afiifted by the proper per- 
rons of the rerpe£ttvereligions,accordingtothela\\3 
irtd uiages of each. 

The naib Duan femonftrated againft the in- 
flruttions of the prefident and council, which 
directed, that in cafes of inheritance of the Gen* 
toos, the magiftrates ihould be aflifted by the 
bramins of the caft to which the parties' be- 
long, and ftated for his reafons againft allowing 
a bramin to be called in to the dectfion of any 
matter of inheritance,orother difpute of Genroos ; 
fhat fince the eftablifhment of the Mahometan 
dominion in Hindoftan, the bramins had never 
been admitted to fuch jurifdidtion : that to order 
a magiftrate of the faith to decide, in conjun&ion 
with a braminy would be repugnant to the rules 
of the faith, and an innovation peculiarly impro- 
per in a country under the dominion of a uiullul- 
man emperor : that where the matter in difpute 
can be deemed by a reference to bramins, no in- 
terruption had ever been g»\ en to .that mode of 
dedfion ; bur that where they think fir to reforc 
' Vot* III. 3 H to 
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to the eftablifhed judicatures of the country, they 
muft fubmit to a decifion according to the rules 
and principles of that law, by which alone thefe 
courts are authorifed to judge : that there would 
be the greatefl abfordity in fuch an affociation of 
1 judicature, becaufe the brarnin would determine 
according to the precepts and ufages of his call:, 
and the magiftrates muft decide according to tliofc 
of the Mahometan law : that in many inftances 
the rules of the Gcntoo and Muflulman laws, even 
with refpe£l to inheritance and fucceffion, differ 
materially from each other. 

There was to be a fixed time for the limitation 
of fuits and complaints ; upon this point it is ob- 
ferved, that, both by the Mahometan and Hin- 
doo laws, and by the ufage of the country, all 
claims which have laid dormant for twelve years, 
whether land or money, are invalid. 

The practice of individuals cxercifing authority 
over their debtors, was entirely abolillied. • 

The judicatures cxifting at Calcutta con lifted of 
the courts derived out of the conftitiuion of the 
country; and of thofc eftablifhed by his Britannid 
majefty’s charrer of juftice, until the charter of 
jufticc granted to the company in the thirteenth 
>ear of his late majefty, the only courts of juflice 
.that exifted in Calcutta were derived out of the 
conftitution of the country. Soon after the efta- 
blifliment of the fettlemcnt at Calcutta, near the 
end of the laft century, the Engliih company ob- 
tained from the nabob the zeriundary rights of 
the diftrift around that fettlemcnt ; by which they 
became the zemindar of that diftrift, with all the 
rights, incident to that office, amongft which, is 



t 4-7 J 

the criminal, civil, and religious jurifdi&ion of 
the diftrift. The company exercifes thefe feve- 
raljurifdidtions within the diftrictof Calcutta, in 
confequence of their being the zemindar of the 
diftrid. There are three courts eftabliflied at 
Calcutta, for the trial of crimes, for civil caufcs, 
and for matters of revenue. 

• The criminal court tries all crimes committed 
by the natives, and in this Tefpeft has a concur- 
Tent jurifdi&ion with the court of oyer and ter- 
miner, eftabliflied by the charter of juftice ; one 
judge only fits in that court, appointed by the go- 
vernor and council. Formerly one of the coun- 
cil was always appointed to this office, but this 
duty has of late years been entrufted to junior 
fervants, one of the council being appointed 
monthly to fuperintend. In capital cafes, three 
members of the board fit as judges in this court, 
and befote the execution of the fentence, the pro- 
ceedings muft be laid before the governor and coun- 
cil. '1 he civil court confifts of fcveral judges alfo 
appointed by the governor and council out of the 
junior fervants, but feldom more than one actually 
fits. This court has jurifdiftion of all caufes be- 
tween the natives, and alfo in caufes between a na- J 
tive and an European, where the latter is plaintiff; 
but in this cafe the native may remove the<caufe 
into the mayor’s court. The rule of judgment in 
thefe courts, is fuppofed to be the cuftomsand ufage 
~ of the country ; and where no cuftom or ufage ' 
applies, it is at the diferetion of the judge. 

- The jurifdidHons of thefe courts being in them- 
felves very defective, and moreover very inade- 
quate to the advanced ftate of this ferrlemenr, and 

fi milar 
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fimUar defedts feeing found in other fet dements of 
the company, application was made to the crown, 
in^he thirteenth year pf the late king } for a charter 
pf juftice. 

A charter was accordingly granted by virtue of 
powers veiled in the crown by levergl adis of par- 
liament, grants and orders, “ That there fhould be 
for ever thereafter, within the factory of Fort Wil- 
liam, in Bengal, one body politic and corporate, by 
the name of the mayor and aldermen of Calcutta ; 
at Fort William jn Bengal to ponfift of a mayor 
and nine aldermen, the mayor and feven aldermen 
being natural born fubjedts, but the other two to 
be allowed to be foreign proteftanrs : and if is fur- 
ther granted, that the mayor and aldermen Ihould 
forever thereafter be, and are thereby conftituted 
i. court of record, by the name of the mayor’s 
court at ‘Calcutta ; and that they, or any three of 
them (the mayor or fenior alderman then refident 
there to be one) may, and are thereby authortfed, 
to try, hear and determine all civil fuirs, adtions 
pr plaints between party and party, arifing within 
the fa id town or fadtory of Calcutta, or any of the 
fadlories, fubordinace thereunto, except fuch fuits 
as fliall be between Jpdian natives, which fhalt be- 
determined among themfclves, unlefs both parties 
Content to the determination of the mayor’s court j 
and this court isalfo authorifedto try fuits, brought 
agaiofl the company, or by the ‘company agamft 
any perfon. • ' 

This charter alfo conftitutes the prefident and 
Council to be a court of record, in order to receive, 
try and determine appeals from the judgments or- 

defies 
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decrees of the mayor’s court : the determinations 
of this court to be final, if the value does notexceed 
fooo pagadoes; tut if it exceeds that fom/the- 
parties are allowed, within fourteen days after furh 
decree dr judgment is entered on record, to appeal 
to his majrfty in council ; * the’ faid charter alfo ella- 
blifhes a court' for recovery of fmall debts, within 
the faid town or factory at Calcutta and the fadtories 
and diftridts fubordinate thereto ; and the faid char- 
ter farther grants and ordains the governor and coun- 
cil to be juftices of the peace, and have power' ro 
adt as fuch, and to hold quarter feffions of the 
peace,' and alfo to be commifiioners of oyer and 
terminer, and general gaol delivery, for trying and 
punching all offences (high treafon only excepted) 
Committed within the Bengal’s jurifdidfcion ; the faid 
charter farther grants, that the faid mayor’s court 
ihall have power to grant probate of wills and let- 
ters of adminiftration. 

Although this* court cannot legally ifiue procefs 
fceyond the bounds of Calcutta, or its fubordinate 
fadtories, yet their procefs hath been iffued ' to 
and executed in' all parts of Bengal, under fpecial 
order of the governor and council, granted oc 
refufed at their diferetton, and that in all thefe 
cafes"the procefs was fent to one of the company’s 
fervants j the criminal jurifdidtioo of the fe/Sons to 
have the fame extent as the mayor's court, and na- 
tive, were fent from every part of the country to 
be tried in that court *, and all Europeans were 
brought in the fame manner from any part of the 
country, except from the fadtories belonging to 
pther European nations. 


It 
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It appeared to the committee appointed by the 
houfe ot commons, that the judges of thefe ^courts 
are juftly fenfible of their own deficiency of know* 
ledge in the laris of England, and that therefore 
They, as well as the president and council, have 
frequently applied to the court of direftors, to lay 
particular points, refpedling their jurifdidbon, Be- 
fore council, ahd to tranfmit the opinions of filch 
counfel, to be the guide of their condudb Some 
inftauces of this kind have' been laid before the 
committee, upon doubts refprdting their ccclefiaf- 
tical, and alfo their criminal jurifdidbon ; particu- 
larly whether the charter allows them to'takc'eog- 
nizance of murders, robberies, and other'crimes 
committed by Europeans, not immediately undcr_ 
the company’s flag. There were fevcral perfons 
in confinement committed beyond the limits pre- 
feribed in the charter of juftice, whole trial was 
prevented from doubts anfing with jcfptdt to the 
powers conveyed by the charters. 

Whatever doubts have been entertained in Ben- 
gal, on this fubjedt, it is clear by the very terms 
of the charter of juftice, that the jurifdic- 
tion of the court of oyer and^ terminer and goal 
delivery, is retrained to offences committed within 
the town or diftridt of Calcutta and its fubordinate 
factories: the confcquence of this, in the prefent 
Htuation of Bengal, is, that there arc many of his 
majefly’s fubjefts, refidtng in' Bengal, neither un- 
der the protedbon or controul of the laws of Eng- 
land, nor amenable to the criminal judicatures of 
the country. Mr. Withal *had laid before th* 
court of directors a petition, in which he com- 
plained of having been difnulTcd from his of- 
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fice, as attorney of the mayor’s court at Calcutta ; 
by an arbitrary and illegal proceeding of that 
court, without any regular complaint, without any 
fufficient allegation, without evidence upon oath, 
and without having had fufficient time to make his 
defence ; and alfo that the order of difmiffion, He- 
Hdes finding him guilty of mifeondudt in a particu- 
lar caufe depending before the court, contained a 
general charge of his having frequently merited the 
j>enera! reprehenfion'of the court, but without fpe- 
cifying any particular fadts. , ( 

, The court of directors having taken the opinion 
of their counfel upon this cafe, -exprelTed their dif- 
approbation of the general charge contained in the 
order againft Mr. Wilthall, without any allegati- 
on of fadts to fupport it, as highly improper and 
unbecoming a court of juftice, abd they recom- 
mended it to the governor and council to admit Mr. 
Wilthall's appeal, and to adfc therein as juftice 
(hould require. The committee begged leave to 
fubmit to the confideration of the houlc fome very 
fjngular circumftances, which feemed materially ro 
affedt their independence and their tfficacy. 

Although the mayor’s court, was intended not 
pnly to try caufcs between party and party, on the 
court of oyer and terminer and gaol delivery to 
punilh the crimes of private individuals, but the 
fornur alfo to. try caufe* in which the company it- 
felf is a parry, and the latter ro punilh the offences 
of any of'their fervants, ’yet the judges of thefe 
courts were removal from the/e offices, by virtue 
of which, they exercifed their judicial functions at 
the pleafure of the prefident and council, and that 
fuch fentence could not be reviewed, bur by the te- 
. odious 
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dious mode of an appeal to his majefty in cdunciif/ 
Courts thus Confide red, could not be confidercd a i 
free and independent judicatures, irt any cafe where 
the company’s a party, or where any member of 
the council is profecuted on a criminal charge/ 

Although thefe courts, at lead, with refpeft ta 
the Europeans, were bound to judge according to 
the laws of England, yet the judges of thofe 
courts were not required to be, and, in fafty 
have never been perfons educated in the know- 
ledge of thofe laws by which they mufl decide 3 
but any of the junior fervants of the company 
were fcdefted for thefe important trulls, affefting 
the property, the liberty, and the lives of his Ma J 
jelly's fubjefts in Bengal/ 

The cbmmittee Bated to the houfe fuch provi- 
fions as have been made by law, for the trial and 
punifliment in England, of offences committed * 
by the company’s fervants irt Bengal, to fpecify 
in what inflances thofe provifions have been 
attempted to be carried into execution, with 
the refult of the proceedings, and fubmitted to 
the consideration of the houfe, fome circumflances 
which appeared greatly to obfiruft the efficacy of 
any remedy in England, as the law on that fub- 
jeft is now conftituted. 

By an aft, paffed in the 24th 'of George II* 
entituled, “ An aft fof punifhing mutiny and 
defertion of officers and fcddiers in the fervicc 
of the united company'of merchants of England,’ 
trading to the Eaft Indies; and fot the punifh- 
ment of offences committed in the Eaft Indies/ 
or at the ifland of St. Helena,” J it is provided/ 

** That if any -of the company’s presidents or 
* v _ council/ ' 
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vcral months after he had quitted that prefidency ; 
and alfo, againft Mr. Verellt, in lefpeQ: of the Com- 
million of the laid revenues received by him when 
he was prefident at Fort William ; and to profe- 
cute feveral other perfons, vs ho had 'been in the 
company’s fervice, on whom the company were 
ad vi fed they had demands on account of the^Mha- 
toote-tax in Bengal ; that three bills in equity, of 
great length and nicety, had been prepared againft 
a great number of defendants refpefting the trade 
and duties on fait, and againft lord Clive and Mr, 
Vcrelft feperately, to recover the company’s de- 
mands refpefting the comouflion on the revenues ; 
that thofe bills had been perufed and figned lay the 
company’s counfcl, and that fair copies had been 
laid before Mr. Attorney-General, for his approba- 
tion before they were filed. 

That a bill was now likewife before the compa- 
ny’s counfel againft a great number of perfohs for 
recovery of feveral large fums of money received 
by them under colour of the Mhatoote tax, which 
were to be filed with all poflible expedition, as 
foon as it fhould have been approved of by the 
company’s counfel, andMtr. Attorney-General; be- 
fore whom that bill was alfo directed ro be laid. 

The committee examined feveral of the witnefles, 
who were beft acquainted with Bengal, “ Whether 
it was poflible to bring natives from that country to 
England, to give their’teftimony in any profecu- 
tion or fuits to be commenced here, for matters 
• done on arifing in Bengal ; and were informed, 
by all the witnefTes who fpoke to this point, that 
though they knew no obftruftion to the bringing 
over Mahometan witnefTes, but the length and cx- 
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fences of the voyage, they confidered it as abfq^ 
lutely impoffible to bring over any wiinefs of the 
Gentoo religion ; it being one ot the ettablifheri 
principles of that religion ? that water is facred, 
and that to defile that aliment (which according to 
their potion is done by many unavoidable a£ts)is 
a prefanation, for which any perfon fo offending 
would forfeit his cnft ; that if any Gentoo could 
be prevailed on to crofs the fen, in order to come 
to England, they muft nccefihrily be perfons defti- 
tute of thofe principles, which they are taught by 
their profeflion to revere, 'and therefore unworthy 
to receive credit as witneffes. 

In many cafes, which might be proper fubje&s 
of profecution in this country, the teftimony of • 
Britifh fubje&s, or other Europeans refiding at Ben- . 
gal may be necefiary, and the difficulty and ex- 
pence of bringing over thofe or any witnefies, __ 
feemed an almoft unfurmountable obflruiflion to the 
'ufe and efficacy of the flatutes, allowing profecur 
tionsin England for offences committed in India j 
and the fame circumftance equally obflrudts the at- 
tainment of julVice by civil a£tion of any nature. 
For any injury received or demand arifing in that 
country. 

The power exercifed by the general court, of 
putting a (top to profecutions ordered by tfie court 
ofdirdfrors, may tend greatly to defeat the efficacy 
of the ftatutes ; as the perfon charg-d, efpecially 
where he is or has been m any conhderable flation 
in the company's fervice, may have it in his power, 
by the management of his friends, to contrive at 
fome time or other, by a majority of a general court 

to 
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to put a flop to the intended or depending profe*, 
cution. ' 

In regard to the rate of intereft allowed in the 
courts of that country, in cafes of mercantile debts, 
the rate was one per cent, per month, confidered 
as the current intereft of the country in mercantile 
tranfadtions, amongft men of probity and reputa- 
tion i voluntary agreements for a much higher rate 
of intereft are often made, even to three per cent, 
per month, where the occafion has been urgent, 
and the loan for a fhort time, and attended with 
ri/k. 

The ufual intereft given by the company is nine 
per cent, per annum, by Europeans; in accounts 
with each other, ten per cent, and by the natives 
twelve per cent, the cutcherry did not allow beyond 
that rate. It was ufual for the Seats and other ban- 
kers at jMurfhadabad to furnilh the zemindars 
when prefled for money to pay their rents to go- 
vernment, at the rate of three per cent, per month, 
The rate of this intereft is otherwife never given 
, but in cafes of great emergency; however, that 
authorized by cuftom having amounted to the moll: 
exorbitant ufury, the following rates arc now efta- 
bh'fhed to be received and paid, as well for paft 
debts as on future loans of money, viz. on fums 
not exceeding one hundred rupees principal, an in- 
tereft of three rupees two annes per cent, per 
month, or half an anne in the rupee : on fumsa- 
bovc one hundred rupees .principal, an intereft of 
two rupees per cent, per month ; the principal and 
intereft to be dKcharged, according to the conditi- 
on of the bond ; and all compound, mterift, ari- 
'.TC.wr.iw.c ad.yiRvwwA ‘i&vtKSA v& 
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be deemed unlawful and prohibited, when a ddbt 
is fued for upon a bond, which fhall be formed to 
fpecify a higher intereft than the eftablifhcd rates 
the intereft (hall be wholly forfeited to the debtor, 
and the principal only recoverable, and all attempts 
to elude this law by deduction from the original 
loan, under whatever denomination, fhall be pu- 
nifhed by a forfeiture of one moiety of the amount 
of the bond to the government, and the other 
half to the debtor. i ' 

The faid regulations point at fuch extortions, 
that though the family of the Seats and others, have 
taken for money lent by them three and a half per 
cent, per month, obligations to pay five per cent, 
have been there exa&ed and the borrower compel- 
led to agree to pay the fame ; bscaufe, thofe who 
had been accuftomed to lend at a lower rate, now 
refufed to fupply them with money, alledging, 
that if they attempted to recover their loan from 
the zemindars, fuch attempt would be fruftrated 
by the power of the perfon lending at five per 
cent. 

Even after an engagement to pay five per cent, 
the debtors have actually been obliged to pay 
fourteen per cent, which enormous abufc is evi- 
dently inconliftent with the profperity of the coun- 
try, and highly detrimental to the revenue received 
by the company. Lord Clive during his prefi- 
dency never attempted to reform fo many glaring 
obufes, and moft of his new regulations rather en- 
couraged than difcountenanccd the fyftem of vena- 
lity, corruption, ufury and oppreflion vvhich has 
of late years brought the company on the brink of 
turn, The meafures he had purfued with refpeft 

to 
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to the politics of the country, and his pretended 
difcoveries of the infidelity, rapacioufnefs and mif* 
behaviour of divers fervants of the company, at the 
head of admimftrarion in the Bengal provinces, be- 
fore his lordfhip’s laft prefidencv, were only calcu- 
lated to direft the company’s attention by the re- 
trofpedt of part tranfa&tons, in order that himfelf 
and his committee might efcape the blame and re- 
proach their prefent innovations juftly deferved. 
None, of their plans promifed {lability for a peace- 
able poflUfion of the new acquifitions. 

They fucceeded as far as to keep the dire&ors in 
the dark, who approved his lordfhip’s condudV, lo 
as to think his prefence in Bengal etientially necef- 
firy, to accomphfli a thorough reformation, ear- 
nefUy requeftingthat he would continue another fea- 
ion in Bengal, to fee the eflett of his regulations; 
they looked upon the waruuh Sujah Dowlah ended 
conformable to their wifhes ; as they had been told 
the power of thatSoubah was the ilrongeft barrier 
they could have, ngainfl the invafions of the nor- 
thern powers, and of the Marattas which had laid 
them fo long de folate, without confidering that 
this faithlefs ally and ambitious neighbour would 
take the firft favourable opportunity of re-aflum- 
Ing his former independency, by an alliance with 
the very people, the company were tn dread of, to 
fecure the pofleffion of hi$ dominions, with a view 
to enlarge them. The meafures of Mr. Vanfitartt 
, and his council were animadverted upon as impoli- 
tic and injudicious : had the king been left in pof- 
fefiion of Sujah Dowlah’s courtry, this acceffion of 
power would have added weight to his friendfhip ; 
and gratitude for the company’s eminent fervices 
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in maintaining Kim in this new fovereignty, would 
hive attached him ftrongly to their interell, with- 
out the apprehenfion of waging for the tiiture a 
war at that immenfe diftance, or its being brought 
down again to their frontiers ; nothing could inef- 
fectually have reftored the country to its former 
flourifliingltate, and the reputation of the company* 
than retaliating the Mogul • to a ftate, that would 
have enabled his majefly to affift his benefaftors, 
without having the power to hurt them ; indeed 
Sujah Dowlah, the only Soubah m Indoftan who is- 
likely to infpire him with hoflile defigns, to ag- 
grandize himfelf by the fupport he might afford v 
him, has already fhewn his reftlefs fpirit and afpir- 
ing views, by embroiling the company with the 
chiefs of the Rohillas, againft whom he joined late- 
ly his forces, tired himfelf of formidable neigh- 
‘ bours. The revenue agreed by his lordfhip to be paid 
to the mogul, was not adequate to the refpeft he 
’ profefled lor the royal blood, and was but a poor 
acknowledgment of his right. The princes of In- 
doftan are not dupes of this pretended moderation 
and have been convinced fince, that any breach of 
treaty will ever have thefanftion of their fervants, * 
as the commanders of their forces looked beyond' 
• the Bengal provinces for plunder and rapine ; the 
article in the treaty with Sujah Dowlah is not con- 
fined folely to the company’s trade, as ordered by 
the directors, who mean only to claim this privi- 
lege, if his dominions produced any goods fit for 
the European markets, or were made the fneans of 
extending their trade in the woollen manufacture, 
or any other European goods, this will produce 
new complaints and difeontentt. 


Ever 
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Ever fince the company has obtained the dewari- 
nee, the barrier bf the country government has 
been entirely broke down^and every Englifbman 
throughout the country has been armed with an au- 
thority that owned no fuperior amongft the .Indian 
powers, and exerciled an intolerable tyranny and 
oppreffion on the helplefs natives, who know not 
■whom to obey. 

The fyrtetn of lord Clive and the gentlemen of 
the felett commttte in depriving the Subah of a re- 
venue of almoft two millions ftcrling, was to en- 
rich his friends and dependants, with the treafure 
and property of an injured and degraded prince, to 
leave him at their mercy, under pretence, that he 
had adopted principles detrimental to the company’s 
intereft. 

■ Though the noble prefident and the feledt com- 
mittee had artfully fuggefted to the company, that 
Mr. Vanfittart and his council had been direftly 
undermining the whole fabric, whilft the company 
were finking under the burthen of the war, and 
their fervants enriching themfelves from thofe very 
( funds that ought to have fupported it ; they are no 
principals in the advantages of it, but only liable 
to its charges and dangers in the province of Burd- 
wan, the refidentand his council take the fame an- 
nual (Upend of So,ooo rupees per annum, from” 
the Rajah in addition to the company’s falary ; this 
pernicious principle has been even carried further,* 
even to the (baring with the Rajah of all he collected 
beyond the (Upulated land revenue, overlooking 
the company’s right, to whom properly every thing 
belonged that was not ncceflary for the Rajah’s fup- 
port. .Thus the company's fervants have endea- 
voured 
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Voured to glofs over the crime of their proceedings 
finCe the nabob’s of Bengal have been reduced to a 
Icanty penfion, and have- been grafping the great- 
fefl: fhare of the nabob’s revenues, which was not 
alloted to the company. 

To render their acquifitions as permanent as hu- 
man wifdom coilld make them, required., more juf- 
tice and fimplicity in the execution, The offica 
and power of the king’s dewan was to colledt alt 
the revenues, and aftet defraying the expences of 
the army, and allowing a fuflicient fund for the 
fupport of the nizamut, to remit the remainder to 
Dehly ; the principal fervants appointed to fuper- 
lntend this colleftion, have been guilty of the 
moft ndtonous_ breach of truft, jn concealing the 
teal -value of the country, to cheat their employ-, 
ers. Their refidents at the durbar have exercifed 
that important office, to the manifeft prejudice of 
the edmpany, and to their Own diferedit, by fup- 
pofed deficienfcieS In the payments of fome par- 
ticular province, rajah or .zemindar, atfefted by 
thefe they employed in this coileftion. 

The reiident at rhe Durbar being conftaritly on 
the fpot, could not be long a Granger to the abufes 
of government, and though he was armed with 
power to remedy them, he found his intereft in 
Countenancing the encroachments of rapacious 
agents, and the dpprcfiion of the natives j fince the 
office of refident was become of fo much impor- 
tance,, the noble prefident took upon himfelf to re- 
gulate it without controul. 

How ignorant were the court of directors of In- 
dia officers, during his lordlhip’s prefidency, and 
how little apprehenfive they were -of the pernicious 
Vot. IIL % K j ^ con- 
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confequences of the meafures he had purfuea, ajf* 
pears by complimenting the noble lord in one of 
their letters, on the penetration on which his lord- 
/hip difeerned the true intereft of the company, in' 
every branch ; the rapidity w ith u hich he reftored 
order, peace and tranquilit) , and the unbiafled in- 
tegrity that had governed all his tranfadhons. 
They congratulated him on being the happy in- 
/Irument of fuch cxcenfive bleflings to the Bengal 
provinces, not forefecing that they fhould when 
better informed lament their imprudence and folly, 
for having delegated all their civil and military 
power to a man vvhofe tranfadtions became after- 
wards the fubjedt of parliamentary enquiry and ani- 
madverfion. 

They faw the deplorable Hate to which their 
affairs have been fince reduced, from the corruption 
and avarice of his creatures and the univerfal de- 
pravity of manners, after their example, through- 
out the fcttlement. After his lordlhip’s boafled 
peace, great part of the company’s capital was funk 
into ufelefs and moft extenfive efhbiilhments ; the 
funds that ought to have been deflined for improve- 
ing their acquifitions, were perverted to the baneful 
purpofes of ferving for the future corruption, ty- 
ranny, and the moll iniquitous' proceedings from 
due punifhment. The lafting advantages that 
might have been obtained from a fuccefsful war, 
were Totally ncglcdted ; the king ftill unable to 
maintain himfclf, may be driven back on the Bcn- 
gat provinces, or if he was fuccefsful through our 
affiftance in a new war, the venality or ambition of 
the company’s fervants, may urge them on to march 
their forces with him to Dchly. The quick pro- 
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grefsof private fortunes acquired by bis friends and 
adherents, has alarmed the very fenate, where 
they purchafed feats with the fpoils of injured and 
oppreded millions. The monopolies praCbfcd in 
-the inland trade, exhibited fuch fcene of mifery as 
never was feen In India, or other country ; and his 
lordfhip could ncjt prevail with all his intereft and 
eloquence on the directors, after the fatal experi- 
encfe they had of the enormous abufes, committed 
in this trade, to approve it, even in the fpepious 
plan laid down in the committee proceedings.^ His 
iordfhip having beert requeued by the court of di- 
rectors and Mr. Vanfittart to deliver into their 
hands fome papers relative to this gentleman's con- 
duCh, when prefident of Bengal, wrote the follow- 
ing letter ter the court, dated Berltley-Square, 14th 
January, 1775. 1 

Gentlemen, 

i{ I conceived that my anfxver to your fecretary's 
Jetrer*pf the ift inflanr, might have inducedyou to 
refledt, that if there were any materials in my pof- 
fefiion, which did not appear in the public proceed- 
ings of my government, they were unncceflary, if 
not improper for public communication ; but, I 
find that my letter inllead of having fuch effeCt, 
t has almoft produced a requifuion of fome papers/ 
which you have been informed, have been in my 
hands, containing proofs of Mr. Vanfittart’s hav- 
ing received feven lacks of rupees for making the 
Mongheer treaty, and you have thought proper, 
thus to prefs this matter, I will not decline to ac- 
knowledge that I am poflefled of fome informations 

upoa 
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Upon that flibjedt ; I mufl at the fame time ac- 
quaint you, that I tranftmtted from Bengal, to Mr* 
Dudley, your chairman, for not entering into every 
public enquiry directed in your letters, by the 
Cambden , and now I enclofe a copy of fuch part 
of my advices to him for your obfervation. I have 
to add, that upon my arrival in England, I com* 
rnumcated to your chairman, Mr. Rous, the in-* 
formations alluded to After fuch proceedings on 
jny parr, I might have hoped, that it at any time 
thefe private materials become neceflary to the 
court of directors, on grounds of public utility, 
the application for them would have been in a pri- 
vate requeft from the chairman, yvith whom I have 
been moft ready to co operate, and whofe repre- 
fentation of a real neceffity of producing the parti- 
culars, would have had weight with me. I vvilj 
hope, that upon the eonfideration of what I have 
now laid before you, no farther expofition will b$ 
thought neceflary from me. 


/ 


I have the honour to be, &rc. 

(Signed) Clive.’* 


His Iordfbip, notwnhflanding the hatred he bore 
to Mr. Vanfirtart, was afraid that fuch a precedent 
plight caufe an inquiry irto his owncondudt , this 
yas the reafon of the moderation he afftfted to 
fhev, towards the man, whofe admimftiauon he had 
fo often vilified, as will be feen in the extract of a 
Jetter to George Dudlev, Efq, dated Calcutta 8th 
September 1766. “ After hiving explained myfelf 
jfo fully upon this fubjeft, give me leave to expoflu- 

fate 
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Jate with you as chairman, in that friendly man? 
per, and on that intimate footing which 1 would 
always wilh to be; with the ptefenr court of direc- 
tors. After a general court of proprietors had re- 
pofed fo much confidence in me, and that confi- 
dence was fo ftrpngly confirmed by a letter which 
I received from the court of directors j where u as 
the neceffity of pointing out to me fo many difa- 
greeable and odious enquiries ? Could not the di- 
rectors have poftponed their fentiments until they 
Jiad feen in what manner I had conducted myfelf : 
could a court of directors, for whom I had fo high 
an efteem, imagine that I would leave ought, un- 
done or uninquire'd Into, that would tend to their- 
. honour, or the advantage of the company ? cer- 
tainly I would not ; my own reputation was toq 
piucn at (take, to adroit a thought to the contrary. { 
You may be aflured ? it gives me pirn to be re* 
duced to the neceffity of declining obedience to 
any of your orders *, but retrofpeftion into aCtions 
which have been buried in oblivion for fo many 
years ? which if enquired into, may produce difeo* 
yeries which cannot bear the light ; which can be 
*• no advantage to the company, but may , bring dif- 
£race into the nation; and at the fame time blafi 
the reputation of great and good families, v. ho 
jvill fuffer for the iniquity of individuals ; want 
only to occafion fo much uneafinefs is what I cao- 
p6t reconcile to thofe principles of humanity by 
which I have always been actuated ; neither do I 
think it found policy to inquire into the proceed- 
ings of that committee, which placed Coffim Ally 
JCawn upon the Mufnod the bad aCtions of fer- 
yants frequently refleCt difhonour upon their maf- 
' ters j 
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matters. The prefent flourifbing condition of otjr 
Eaft-India company cannot but occafion much na* 
tional jealoufy •, and proceedings of fuch a nature, 
made public, might occafion a parliamentary en- 
quiry, and that enquiries might extend to the In- 
dia-hemfe itfelf ; upon xeiledhon, I am perfuaded 
the diredtors will approve of my condudt, in dif- 
couraging the examination, in the manner pointed 
out in their general letter of lord Cambden.” 

The following letter is in confequence of the re- 
peated requifition of the court of dire&ors on the 
jfame fubjedt. 


Pezenas, 20th April, 1768. 

Gentlemen, 

* c I have received another letter from your fccre* 
tary, demanding a fecond time, fome papers rela- 
tive to Mr. Vanfittart’s condudt in Bengal.* Al- 
though I ftill peifevere in thinking yqu have no 
manner of right to require the papers from me j 
yet as Mr. Vanfittart himfelf icems (lefirous, by 
this letter to me, (copy of "which he has inclofed 
to you) that thefe papers fhould be fenr, I have 
given my attornies inftrudlions accordingly to deli- 
ver them into your hands, to be ufed as to you in 
your diferetion (hall feem meet, if he ftill perfifts- 
pi the fame way of thinking. > 

! 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

>/ (Signed) Clive.” 

Paris, 
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Paris, ftjth June, i y68J _ 
Gentlemen, ' * r 

u In conformity with Mr. Vanfittart y s requeft,’ 
dated the 13th initant, and received by the laft 
poft, 1 tranfmit to you the depofiiions of BullachiJ . 
dafs, and Shey Hey Dayat Alla, with refpeft to that 
gentleman. I have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) John WaUh.’* 

Shey Hey Dayat Alla depofeth, 

<c That in the year 1762, In the month of De-^ 
cember, when Mr. Henry Yanfittart, accompa- 
nied by fevera! other gentlemen, waited on the na- 
bob CofTirn Ally Kawn at Monghe’er ; he then ac- 
ted in the office of tre afu re r under his excellency; 
and that in purfuance of the nabob’s commands, he 
i/Iued thefum of two lacks at four or five different 
payments, for Mr.' Vanfntart : and that two ladies 
who were in company with the governor, went in- 
to) the zenara, and received jewels.” 

This being a faithful tranfJation from thePerfian 
original, is attefled this tHthdayof January, by 
me, • , ' 

W. H. Coru, fworn tranflator. 

H. Verelft. 

The depofition of Boliaakidafs, banker. * 

“ In the year 1762, in the month of December, 
Mr. Henry Vanfntart arrived at Mongheer, and 
had an interview with the nabob Coffim Ally 
Kan a : I was employed in negociating bills for 
' the * 
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ihe faid nabob, one or two days before the depar- 
ture of Mr. Vanfittart for Azimabad ; his excel- 
lency retiring with me in a private apartment/ 
fignified to me his plcafitre, that I fhould tranfmit 
the fum of five lacks of rupees to Mr. Henry 
Vanfittart, in Calcutta ; in cofifequence of thefe 
bis excellency’s inftrudtions, I wrote an order to” 
my gomaftak in the factory of Hughly, to pay 
the aforefaid amount into the hands of Mr. Van- 
Jittart j afterwards,- on the return of this gentle- 
man to Calcutta, the gomaftah caufed the money 
aforefaid to be delivered to him, and gave me in- 
formation thereof, which I made report of to his 
excellency the nabob. The flritt truth of this 
tranfadtion 1 have faithfully related, written this 
ijrft. day of January, iri the eight year of his Ma- 
jefty’s aurpicious reign." 

. The above being a faithful tranfiati on from the' 
Perfiarl original, aS attefted this 18th day of Jan.' 
nuary, 1767 j by me/ 

, . W. H. Coke, fworn franflatorr 

The liand writing of Ballaakidafs, Calcutta 
the 19th of January, 1767, fworn before me, 

H. Verelft: 

This requifition from the Court of directors ob- 
liged Mr. Vanfittart to write to them the follow- 
ing letter, dated London, ; 4 15th September, 1768.* 

Honourable Sirs, 

“ I have received from your fecretary the copies 
of two papers, delivered to the couft by lord 

Clive i' 
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6live, one being a declaration of Boolaakidafs ; fet- 
ing forth that a day or two before I took leave of 
Meer Coffim, at Mongheer, he received orders 
to pay me five lacks of rupees j the other an in- 
formation of Sheik Hedagat Calla, importing* 
fhat he has the fame order, paid me two lacks of 
rupees ; and that the ladies who were with me 
vi fited the nabob’s ladies and received a p refen t of 
jewels 

Nobody is better acquainted with the cuftoms 
of that country than lord Clive, who has brought 
thefe informations before the cburt. I appeal td 
his own candour, whether upon a vifit of this fort, 
prefents are not cuftomary, and in a manner indif- 
penfible. 

But I do not mean to recriminate upon his 
lordlhip ; much Iefs upon any ladies, who had thfc 
honour of being in company with him on fuch oc- 
cafions. I ftiall content myfelf with defending 
my own character ; and fhall expofe to you very* 
fairly^ the principles upon which I atted at all 
tnpes in your fejrvice. 

From the earlieft date of the cortfpany’s fettle- 
ments, prefents from the people of the country 
-made a part of the benefit of your governments ; 
and thxS advantage were ufed in proportion to the 
extent of your connections, until by a frefli co- 
venant, in the year 1765* you thought fit to put 
a flop to it. 

In fuch Circumftances, I hope fome praife is 
due to thole fervants who made the molt moderate 
ufc of the opportunities, their fituation prefen red 
to them ; who preferred always the Company’s in- 
tereft to their private emolument j who never di* 

Vol. HI. 3 L re&y 
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redly nor indirectly fought for prefents ; but or? 
the contrary, refufed as fiich as could in any man- 
ner affed or retard payments due to the company/ 
or lay the perfon offering it under any diftrefs or 
inconvenience. 

Let lord Clive fay, if any inhabitant of Bengal 
has a complaint to make againft me upon this 
head, or indeed upon any other : as to Boolaakidafs 
and Sheik Hedagat Calla, vvhofe name appear to 
the informations laid before you, by his lordfhip, 
it will be fecn, that the former complains only of 
the authority by which he was forced to give that 
information; and as to the latter^ Ido noteten 
recoiled his name ; nor did 1 to my knowledge, 
ever tranfadt any bufinefs with him. All Meer 
Cofilm’s payments wereonade, either by Boolaahi- 
dafs, Caja Petras, or the Roy Royan, or in af~ 
fignments payable to the chiefs at Patna and 
Cofiim Bazar. 

In thefe different ways, I received all -that was 
due to the company ; I received liken ife fevcral 
fums upon account of lord Clive, and other gen- 
tlemen, for the remaining part of a prefent fiipuJ 
lated in the year 1757, and 'upon various other 
accounts ; but 1 do not remember that Sheik He- 
dagat Calla, was employed upon any of thefe oc- 
cafions, ~ Soon after Boolaakidafs had given ta 
lord Clive the writing which he has laid before 
the court, 'he wrote me a letter to acquaint me, 
that in compliance rvith his lordfhip’s commands,- 
he had figned a paper of which he fent me a 
copy. 

Herewith I have tranfmitted.the original letter^ 
and a trantfation ; sad can only fament, that, at 
v • a tim« 
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* time when the degrees of cenfure and of praife 
were meafured'upon the fcale of his lordlhip’s 
good pleafure,itwas my misfortune to have him 
£ake. fo dcrermined a part againft me. 

But fuppoling for a moment, that the informati- 
ons were true to their full extent ; which'however 
I do not. admit, w hat do they import > that the 
chief of the country having fulfilled all his en- 
gagements with the company, paid off the arrears 
of his predeceffor’s troops, and brought his fi- 
nances into good order, made prefents of money 
find jew els to his friends in the cuftomary man- 
ner. . 


But it Teems, by your letter to lord Clive, of the 
6th January laft, that his lordfhip had reprefented 
the prefents alluded to in the informations in quef-' 
non, as a confideration given by Meer Coffim 
for the treaty of Monghcer, If the regulations 
contained in that treaty had been afked or propo- 
sed by Meer Collim, or bad conveyed any benefit" 
or advantage to his government, there might 
have been lome fhew ot reafon for his lordforp's 
unfriendly conflruflion, but when it is feen that 
theobjea ofthofe regulations was to give the 
Englifh traders a decided right to partake in 
the inland trade upon the molt moderate terms, a 
duty of nine per cent, upon a trade which the 
company have fince rated at forty per cent, an'd 
that Meet Coffim confented only, as. he declares, 
in many etters, for the fake of preferving good 
harmony with the Englifh ; when both the pfrties 
concerned m the treaty, regarded it as an acquifi- 
iQti o - Enghfii traders, and a conceflion on 
the part of the nabob ; in fuch a cafe, for what 

fhould 
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Should he give a confederation ? fhall he who give* 
up his pretentions, give money hkewife to induce 
the other party to accept his relignanon? fuch a 
fuppofition is fo contrary to reafon, that the at c 
t tempt to propagate it could proceed only from the 
molt ungenerous defign to prejudice you in your 
opinion ; bur, I flatter myfelf without effect : for 
, you are fo far from regarding the articles propofed 
at Mongheer, as a regulation in favour of the na- 
bob, that you call it -** a treaty exa&ed by force 
fo obtain a fandtionfora trade to enrich ouSelves,’'’ 
the nabob could be little inclined to give prefents 
for fiich a confideration, it might rather have in- > 
fluced him to omit the ufual civilities. 

I have never endeavoured, 'gentlemen, to make 
you, or the world believe, that I parted through 
the government of Bengal, without receiving pre- 
sents, at a time when there was no law againfl: 
?t, and fo mapy great examples for it ; but 
this I have faid, and with the ftritteft truth, 
fhat I never received one that could prejudice the 
company, or diftrefs the country, or put back even 
for a day, any public or private payments depend-** 
ing for others. Whenever any thing of this forf 
interfered, and in fhort, when ever the ieafl objec- 
tion could arife,*I constantly refufed all prefents ; 

, and refufed them abfolutely and without referva- 
tion. It is well known, that upon this principle I 
►rejefted all Meer Coffim’s offers as prefents in the 
firfl part of his government. You have an inftance 
pf this m the confultafions from Bengal, January 
1761 ; w|uch though the fum in queftion was not 
Very large, may (till ferve to fhew, that I had a 
pertain rule of ^onduft, in which I per fevered in- 
yariqbly ; I might otherwife have been tempted 
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by the offer which Meer Jaffier prefied on me} 
by means of Nundcoomer, and Juggat Chund r 
juft before I left Bengal. 

They told me, that Meer Jaffier infifted on my 
receiving aprefenc of five Jacks for the charges of 
my voyage. I was not then reftrained by any or- 
ders at covenants ; but the ftate of the nabob's 
circumftances was Sufficient in my opinion, to for- 
bid it ; and accordingly my anfwer was, That 
being fenfibte of the many engagements he had to 
fulfil, I would by no means add to his diftrefs.’*. 
This fadfc is mentioned by Juggut Chund in his exa- 
mination,. which is before the courr, and partly al- 
fo by Nobkiflon, who, as he knew fuch an offer 
was made me, mull alfo have known the refult, 
although he chofes to be as (hort as poffible upon 
it. 

Here, gentlemen, I ffiall leave the matter to 
your candid and impartial confideracion, perfuaded 
that the more you examine my conduit, the more 
you will be convinced, that the love of money was 
never my ruling paflion : if it had, my opportuni- 
ties were many, and I could have gratified it to as 
great an extent as any of my predeceffurs. I Jpeak 
this without envy or 1 refentment ; but I really 
think, his lordfhip might have fpared his reproache? 
upon this fcore. , : 

I am with relpedt, 

* Honourable firs, 

your mod obedient humble fervant, 
Henry Vanfittart, 
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fetter from Boolaakidals to Mr. Vanfittarf, dated 
the 20 th of Shawbaun, in the eighth year of tl^o 
reign. 

“You are well acquainted with my fituation : late- 
ly lord Clive fent for me, and faid, “The nabob 
Cofiim Ally Kawn gave Mr. Vanfiuart fiye laeli? 
of rupees through your hands, is it not true ?” I an- 
fwered, *' lets true, but m that amount was a bill 
for the cxpences of Mr. Bibs, the chief of Patna, 
and there was likewife included the price of the 
jewels, depofited by the nabob Jaffier Ally Kawn. 
This was the date of the matter. Lord Clive then , 
faid, tC Write, and give me a declaration under 
your hand of five lacks of rupees/' Being without: 
remedy, 1 wrote it conformable to his order, and 
gave it him ; and .1 have Tent you here with an 
excellent copy of it for your perufal ; as you are my 
only friend and protestor, I thought fit to acquaint 
you with the matter.” 

Had my lord Clive eftablifhed a general peace, 
and affe&cd a cordial and lading friencUhtp with 
the country powers, he might indeed have judly 
bonded of the important fervices he had done tq 
the company, during his lad memorable prefidency. 

' The court of dire&ors were highly blameable for 
giving his lordfhip carta-blanche, as appears by 
their own letters, in which they faid. exprefsly, 
they apprehended any particular inftrudtions to 
the noble preftdent would be bnnecefiary. They 
were perfectly happy in the aflurances, that his 
lnrdfhip’s perfedt acquaintance with, and zeal for 
tfcut company’s intered* would enable him. to. fulfill 
. > their 
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iWr mod fangume wifheS. He had "been em-* 
powered to ftipulate .fuch conditions, and to forrrj 
fuch connexions with the coyntry powers, andtd 4 
purfue fuch means as he (hoiild think proper. 

His lordlhip, fir from exerting his utmoft endea- 
vours to conciliate the affeXion of the country 
powers* and to remove the jealoufy they had con- 
ceived of the company’s agrandizement, made a 
temporary ceflation of arms, whilft the feeds of fu- 
ture wars remain, as the company hasfince begun 
hoftihttes to maintain their influence by force of 
arms, fodeflruXive of that commercial fpirit which 
they ought to promote- The event has proved, 
that it was not fo much the fecurity in carrying on 
a free trade, beneficial to them anH the natives* 
that they aimed at, than conqueft and dominion i 
inftead of being moderate and equitable in theif 
demands, they have (hewn lately by the infraction ' 
of their treaties, that they are yet defirous to en- 
large their territorial pofleffions- Sujah Dowlah 
Was reinftated in his dominions, with fuch limita- 
tions as his high fpwit can never brook, and imply 
a fufpicion of his fincerity. By annexing fuch 
contiguous lands and diftnXs as were found necef- 
fary to the convenience and fupport of the fettle- 
tnents, lord Clive gave the vizier a juft caufe to fu- 
ture contentions, as he would no doubt, think 
himfelf opprefied by that military power, which 
was to protect the company’s commerce. Sujah 
Dowlah could not furrenderCoflim Ally, Sombre, and 
the dcfcrters r or put them to death., without deeply 
affeXing his own honour ; and this point his lord- 
fhip was obliged to give up, as it could not be af* 
feXed without violence to the nabob’s inclinations. 

No 
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b, T o provifion was made for the fecurity 0/ the fdng*! 
perfon, and dignity. In fa£t, ail his meafureS 
tended to lay the foundation of frefh difcontents. 
It was not to be fuppofed that he would more 
Hridtly adhere to the laws prefcribed by honour and 
juftice, than the conquerors, though he might for 
a time diflemble, according to the dictates of good 
policy. Sparks of refentment He concealed in hts 
breaft, ready to be kindled into a flame, by the firft 
guff: of pafiion or ambition. 

‘Mr. Sykes being appointed refident at the dur- 
bar, it was recommended to him to fupport there, 
with all the influence of the committee, the new 
regulations they had made for the adminiflration of 
the government. Doolubram had objected to that 
balance of power, and partition of authority, which 
they had judged neceflary to the fecurity of the pre- 
fent eflablifhment ; he claimed to himfelf the right 
of nominating the officers of the collections. They 
kept therefore a watchful eye over this minifler, 
and attempted to check his afpiring views, threat- 
ening him with their difpleafure, in excluding him! 
from the proportion of power he enjoyed. 

It was not furprifing that the condition of the 
treafory was low as reprefented, fince the compa- 
ny’s fervants rapacioufnefs and avarice, might hav® 
exhaufled the mines of Potofi. 

Mr. Sykes was ftrongly re cofnm ended to the 
court of dire&ors for having exerted his utmoft di- 
ligence m procuring an exa<S eftimate of the a- 
mount of the revenues of the nabob’s dominions* 
of which the company were become proprietors ; 
but the books of the fircar were fo much behind,- 

V fo 



|b many balances were out-flanding, and fuch heg* 
llgence appeared in .the collection of the revenues 
for foms years paft, owing to the conftant dittur- 
fiances and frequent revolutions in the country* 
which preverted any regular connections from be- 
ing made ; that nothing on this fubjeCt could be 
Hated with precifion and certainty. Notwithfland- 
ing the acquifition of the dewannec and the agree- 
ment with the nabob, was to turn out a prodigious 
encreafe of the company’s revenue ; this had a con- 
trary efFeCt. 

The noble prelident and his committee peremp* 
torily refufed to pay the donation of the nabob td 
the navy, under pretence, that it was not confident 
with their late engagements with him to take upon 
them to pay fd large a demand out of the compa- 
hy’s revfcnues, or to infill on the nabob’s paying it 
but of his limited ftipend. This was a defpicable 
Ihift ; moreover they difputed the validity of this 
donation as involuntary, and obtained from Meet 
Jaffier, by dint of fplicitations, and other means 
which never had his entire approbation. Ic was a 
capital fault in the noble president and his com- 
fnittee, to precipitate the conclufion of a treaty 
With Sujah Dowlah, as they loll the moft glorious 
opportunity that could ever happen^ of fettling 
matters upon that folid and advantageous footing fot 
the company, which no temporary invafion could 
endanger. They thought the only fecurity for 
(heir toihmerce and territorial pofieffions, was to 
overawe the very nabob they were 6ound by treaty 
to fupporr *, from that fundamental error, which 
treated new jealopfies and difeontents amongft the 
Country pow ers, and European nations, hat c ipruns 
Yol.UI. 3 M - the 
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the innumerable evils which have brought the com- 
pany to its prefent precarious and un fettled (late. 

1 he committee appointed by the houfe of comJ 
mons found, that an alteration was attempted to be 
made upon the ancient eftabhfhment of duties, by the. 
regulations which were fettled between Coffin} Ally 
Kawn and Mr. Vanfittart, atMongheer; whereby 
it was ftipulated, that the company’s Tervants 
fhould in time to come pay nine per cent, on the 
ftovvana price of fait: but this treaty having been 
rejefted by the council, as having been concluded 
without fufficient authority on the part of Mr. 
Vanfittart ; and alfo as fubjt&ing the Englifh and 
their fervants, upon all difputes, to thejunfdidlion 
of the nabob’s officers, the old regulations as to 
duties were continued, and the Englifh, by the 
treaty made with Meer Jaffter, were placed upon 
a footing with the mod favoured amongft the na- 
tives j viz.’ to pay the duties of two and half per 
cent, on fait. « > 

The court of directors ordered, that a final and 
effeftual end fhould be forthwith put to the inland 
trade in f?lt, beetle nut and tobacco, and in all 
other articles whatfoever produced and confumed 
in the country ; and that all European and other 
agents, who had been concerned m fuch trade, 
fhould be immediately ordered down to Calcutta,- 
and not fufiered to return or be replaced as fuch by 
any other perfon. The Englifh began to trade in 
fait the end of the year 17 57, and it foon became 
general. The fait fociety, which afterwards took 
place had been originally propofed at fea by lord 
Clive, during his paffage to India.' In the "begin- 
ning of June 17 65, a few days after the arrival of 

' 7V/T-. 
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Mr. Verelft from Chittagong, a private partner- 
fhip was formed, in the names of lord Clive, Mr. 
Sumner, Mr. Verelft and Mr. Sykes, for purcha- 
sing large quantities of fait, then in the hands of 
private merchants. Mr* Verelft having , declined 
to anfwer a queftion put to him upon that fubjedt, 
the committee were prevented ftating the extent of 
this tranfa&ion fo fully as they might otherwife 
have done. Mr. Verelft alledged for his Tefufal, 

, that the court of dire&ors had theatened him with 
a profecution upon fait cqncerns. .On his returrt 
from Chittagong ta Calcutta, he made fomc pur- 
jehafes of fait, of the produce of fome former years, 
from feveral European' gentlemen^ and fome few 
Armenian and black merchants. At the time he 
r was making thefe purchafes, on his own account, 
lord Clive mentioned to him a defire of forming 
fomc provifion for the gentlemen he had brought 
out with him, and a Iked his opinion in what man- 
ner it could be done; Mr. Verelft, told his lordfhip 
Jie knew of no advantage but what refulced from 
trade ; he mentioned the purchafes he had made, 
adding, he could extend them, if his lordfhip 
thought proper ; the purchafes were accordingly 
extended with his afient, Mr. Sumner, and Mr. 
Sykes taking a part of the concern ; this partner- 
•fhip was formed about the beginning of June fol- 
lowing, in the names of lord Clive, Meflrs. Sum- 
ner, Sykes and Verelft, each one quarter part ; 
and all the purchafes on account of the partner- 
fhip were made in the month of June ; lord Clive 
advanced his proportion, and pretepded not to be 
concerned on hts < own account ; but merely for the 
advantage of the three gentlemen, his lordfhip 
' • _ ' v ^brought 
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brought out with him. Salt purcliafed before the cf: 
tablilhment of the fociety of trade, was not liable 
• to'any duty except 2 \ per cent, to the country go- 
vernment j it paid none to the company. 

The Jargeft quantity was purchased by Air. 
Johnfionc. The gentlemen whom Lord Clive de- 
clared, he intended to benefit by this monopoly^ 
were Mr. Strachcy, Mr. Alalkclyne, and Mr. 
Ingham, the fufgcon, who had accompanied him 
to India. His lordfifip afterwards remonflrated 
with the court of directors, againft the opening of 
the fait trade, and taking only a duty of ten ru- 
pees per hundred maunds. They ordered, that the 
duty fhould be fo fixed as to produce a revenue of 
300,000 1. at leaft, and not to exceed 120,000!. 
and in confidcration of having confined the trade 
of their fervants to articles ot import and export, 
they ordered a comtniflion of 2 i per cent, on the 
neat territorial revenues to be diftributed amongft 
their principal fervants in the proportions therein 
named. After the prohibitions of the inland trade 
in fait, beetle nut, and tobacco, the court of .di- 
fedtors laid open the faid trade to all perfons, as 
well Europeans as natives. 

The grounds upon which the fociety of trade 
W'as eftablifiiqd, opened the wideft field for op- 
prefiion and rapacioufnefs : it proved a new 
fource of clamours and difeontents ; as the natives 
-were cruelly facrificed to the interefted views of a 
few individuals, this monopoly was held in the 
pioft odious light, as a moft intolerable grie- 
vance. 

The article of fait, prior to 1 756, >vas farmed 
at ffom 25 to 35,0 ool. per annum ; the revolu- 
tion . 
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xion in 1756, extended the views of the company** 
fervants to advantages beyond what they hid hi r 
therto derived from a trade confined to imports 
and exports ; and from that period they began to 
participate in the benefit of an inland commerce, 
and fome, even in thofe early days of the compa- 
ny’s influence, entertained hopes, of a right found- 
ed upon their phirmaunds, to an exemption of 
duties upon fait. It was‘not, however, till after 
Mcer Coffim’s acceflion in 1760, that fuch claim 
was publjckly avowed ; then it was that the com- 
pany acquired pofifeffion of Burdwan, Midnaporc, 
and Chittagong, on which, and the company’s 
Calcutta lands, near two-thirds of the whole quan- 
tity of fait for the confumption of Bengal is ma r 
nufa&urcd. By pofTeffing thefe countries, the 
Englifticonfidered'themfelves now the proprietors, 
and became the principal deajers in that article ; 
fome were content with the profit arifing from fait 
in Calcutta, whilft others launched out farther to 
feek the profits through the country. The magni- 
tude of this branch of trade, and the manner in 
which jt was now Carried on, became the fubjedt 
of conteftand difputebetween Mcer Coflim and the 
prefidency of Bengal. < 

On Meer Jaffier’s re-inftatement to the govern- 
ment in 1763, the EnglifU influence with rcfpedfe 
to the manufacture of fait, by the pofieffion of 
thofe countries, cpntinued in full force ; and our 
uncontefted right to trade in fait on paying 2 I per 
cent, duty, was firft eftablifhcd ; the natives being 
ftill fubjedt to a duty of 7 per cent. How far 
this diftindtion was injurious to the natives, is eafy 
to conceive : the proprietors of the India flock, , 
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as well as the dire&ors, confidered it as a grant toq 
partial in itfelf/and. which they apprehended mjgh^ 
involve the company in frefh difputes with ihe 
pountry government. Lord Clive being appointe 4 
prefident of Bengal, in 1764, the inland trade was 
jhen confidered by, I believe, almofl every pro-; 
prietor, as one of the great fources of contention 
with the country government. Ic therefore became 
the fubjedt of lerious debate at repeated general 
courts; byfomeitwas recommended to reftrain 
the fervants as formerly to the ufual articles of im T 
port and export; others foresaw the difficulties of 
inducing men under the circumftances of pou er 
and influence, quietly to rtlinquifli advantages 
they had long enjoyed, uolefs fome adequate equi- 
valent was propoted. Several perfons propofed the 
following motion : “ That it be recommended to 
the court of diredtors, to give inflrudtions to the 
prefidency of Bengal, to fettle fuch regulations in' 
carrying on the' trade in fait, beetle-nut and tobac* 
co, as fli all prove moll advantageous to this Com- 
pany, without prejudicing' the juft rights of the 
nabob of the provinces, and oppreffing the natives ; 
and that fuch regulations be tranfinitted home to 
the court of directors by the firft opportunity, with 
every information which can enable them to deter- 
mine on fo important a fubjeft. 

This notion implied a total fufpenfion of at leaft 
two years of any regulations ; the forming a plan 
jn Bengal, which fhould. be tranfmitted to Eng- 
land for the approbation of the court of dire&ors 
before it was adopted, would have left this impor- 
tant branch of trade open fo long; and iewas evi- 
dent, fuch delay would necefianly hazard further 
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difputeS with the country government, which it 
was the earrieft defire of the court wholly to re- 
move. The motion was oppofed from a full con- 
yiCtion of the bad tendency of delay ing the pro* 
pofed regulations ; it was in confequence with- 
drawn, arid the general court came to the follow- 
ing resolution* 

“That it be recommended to the court of direc- 
tors to reconfider the orders fent to Bengal, rela- 
tive to the trade of the company’s fervants in fait, 
beetle-nut and tobacco; ar)d that they do give fuch 
directions for regulating the fame, agreeably to 
the intereft: of the company and the fubah, as to 
them may appear moll prudent ; either by fettling 
here at home the reftriCtions under which this trade 
ought to be carried on, or by referring it to the 
governor and council of Fort William, to regulate 
this important point in fuch a manner, as may pre- 
vent all future difputes between the fubah and the 
company.” By this refolution the directors ex- 
prefsly declared their inability to form a plan, def- 
titute as they were of the necefiary lights and in- 
formations. The fervants, aCted as if the court of 
dire&ors had delegated to them an authority with- 
' out controul ; felf intereft influenced the whole con- 
duct of the feleCt committee, af all their new infti- 
lutionswere calculated to bring advantages to tbem- 
felves. 

With refpeCt to' the plan adopted for the full 
year,, for carrying on their joint trade, the natives 
were precluded froth the contraCls for the purchaTe 
of fait, fo that the committee fought the ultimate 
profits either in the purchafe, or the fale. Thus 
fait was- brought at an advanced price to the hands 
/ of 
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tf the confumer, and to benefit the noble prefitient 
and his friends. The quantity of fait made iii 
Bengal, is fcarcely equal to the confumption. It 
is impofted from thecoaft of Coromandel and from 
Ferfia i the quantities in general but fmaD, and 
that from Perfia principally ufefd medicinally. 

* The ground duty upon the making of fait all 
over Bengal and Arixa, was always extremely 
Ihconfiderable before the eftablilhment of the re- 
gulation made by the various committees of the 
\EngIilK council at Calcutfa; info much, that a fait 
merchant making his fait at firft hand in a great 
part of the fait countries, could have made, tranfj 
ported, and farfded his fait in Calcutta, within the 
expence 6f twenty-five rupees per hundred maund. 
JBetore the eftablilhment of this exclufive fociety, 
eflablifhed by lord Clive, Calcutta, had fo far be- 
come agcndral r'epofitorv, and mart for fait that 
it was from thetice franfported fo every part of the 
country, even to Luckypofa and other places^* 
much nearer to the fait grounds than Calcutta. 

Lord Clive, in a letter to the court of direc- 
tors, thinks himfelf entitled to their approbation, 
and congratulates himfelf otf the fuccefs of his 
plan in relation to the important article of fait 
trade. The only doubt, faid he, fhat arofe with 
me was, whether the management of the trade of 
■fait, beetle-nut, and tobacco, Ihould be entruftecl 
to Europeans, or to natives ; and although I ac- 
quiefed with the reft of the members of the fecret 
committee, in havihg tt carried on by the free-* 
merchants, give me leave to allure you, my acqul- 
efcence proceeded rather from a principle of huma- 
nity than i can vision, that it was more for rhd 
* interefc 
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mtsrtft' of the fociety. But as every day's expe- 
rience demo n(f rates the impropriety of the prefcnt 
mode, it becomes my duty to explain to you my 
femiments on that fubjeft. 

The original capital for carrying on this 'trade 
being twenty-four lack, whfch is fpcedily tojieiri- 
creafed ro thirty-two, and the (alt being to be diJpo- 
fed of at fo many different and diftant parts of the 
country, gives me room for boundlels cxpence ; 
an aftonifhing number of boats muft be provided, 
and kept in conftant repair, and armies of feapoys 
muft be maintained to protect them, as well 1 as the 
agents at the feveral places of refidencc. Thefe ‘ 
feapoys (inder the fan&ion of their matter's names, 
will lay the whole country under contribution 
wherever they go ; remonftranccs and complaints * 
without number, will be made by the country go- 
vernment, and the revenues in which you are more 
immediately affected* will fall fhore : ‘ thefe agents, 
betides drawing five per cent, upon the net Tales, 
wilt build elegant houfes for their convenience, and 
X verily believe, that 1 50,000b will fcarcely defray 
the extraordinary, 'and in 'mv opinion, iifclefs ex- 
pence, by conhning the fale of fait' to Calcutta, 
Pecca, and two , or three, other principal places 
where the fait is produced ; all thefe inronvenien- 
cies will be remedied ; the company will receive as 
mu’ch, as well as the proprietors do upon the pre- 
fenc plan ; the immoderate charges of agents, boat- 
men, houfes, boats, and feapoys, will be faved $ the 
capital need be but half of what it is now, and con- 
(equently the of a large fum of money 

will not be lavithed. But what weighs more with 
me than all the arguments hitherto advanced is, 
Yol. III. , 3 N that 
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that we (hall ivoidthe odious imputation of mono- 
poly : thoufands of the natives will have pro 3 
fjts out of this article, by purchafwg it at two or 
three places only, and difpofing of it afterwards ail 
over the country : for we propofe that no European 
whatever fhall have any further concern in it, &c. 

Copy of the Imperial Mandate. 

To all governors, officers and managers of ouc 
affairs, &c. in the provinces of Bengal, Bahar 
Orixa, Hugley, &c. 

** In confequence of a decree of his moll facred 
and imperial majetly Shah, deceafed, and former 
grants, the Englifh company are exempted from 
all culioms in all parts of our dominions, except 
the port of Surat, pay annually into the imperial 
treafury at Hughley 3000 rupees, as a tribute in 
lieu of cuftoms, and hope that according to former 
grants, our royal ‘mandate will be vouchfafed to 
fhem. 

Our abfolute and high command is paffed, that 
you knowing well whatever goods and merchan- 
dize their agents may bring into, or carry out from 
the port:, borders and quarters of thofe provinces, 
.either by land or by water, be exempt from duties, 
fhall leave them to buy and fell at their free Itber- 
-ty, fhall annually receive the cflablifhctl tribute, 
and upon no other account impede or interrupt 
them. Moreover, if any where the Jeaft article 
of th6ir effe&s fhall be made away with, you are 
to ufe all diligence in the recovery thereof ;• and 
.fhall deliver over the thieves to condign punifli- 
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meint, and the gobds to the proper owfter : . for 
ihen wherefoever they may fet up a factory, and 
buy and fell goods and merchandize, you are td * 
afford them help and fupport mall masters of con- 
trad, and with alljufttce and falrnefs, caufe to be 
repaid unto their agents whatever demands they 
may have upon any merchant, weaver, or any 
other perfoft ; and you are to allow' no one to mo- 
left their agents j or fhall you flop boats hired by 
them, or of their own property, for lett or any 
other account whatever.” 

They alfo reprefented to our mold fatred and ex- 
cellent majedy as follows: 

“ In our provinces the petty officers infifted upon 
the original grant and attedarion under feal of the 
Nadthim and Dewran of the province ; but tranf- 
mitting the original grant into all parts being diffi- 
cult, they hope that, accordingly credit may be 
given to copies under foal of a magidrate, and the 
original granc not be demanded, nor they inter- 
rupted for want of an attellation from the Nazim 
and Dewan. 

Moreover* that in Calcutta the company havo 
a faftory : that the right of holding Calcutta, Sa- 
talute, Gobindpoor, &c. which they bought oi 
the zemindars, have been a long time made < over 
to them ; that they pay annually, as a tax for ic 
1195 rupees, fix annas; alfo, that there are thirty 
three villages at 1 the taxation of 8121 rupees, eight 
annals, pertaining to the faid diflrifts ; they m- 
treat that the righr of holding the faid didrifts ba 
granted to them, the tax for jpbSck sbtypzy an- 
nually into the royal treafury.” 

They farther entreat as follows : 

_ From the reign of his mod bounteods majfiflf/ 
Shah, deceafed, in the provincial treafuries, an ex-— 
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change has'bfccn taken on their money coined 
Chegnapatanj now feeing that the Giver of thetr 
r laid money is of equal finenefs with that of Surat,' 
they our lubjtdte though petitioners, fuffer alas, 
and humbly beg that our imperial order may be 
patted, that they be notmolefted on account of the 
valufe of their coin, equal in goodnefs to that of 
Surat and other places. 

Moreover, that if any of the company's fervants 
indebted to them, Ihould make their efcape from 
any of their fettlements, they may be fent back to 
the chief of their fadtory ; alfo that they be not 
interrupted on account of the duties, or any other 
■pra&ices, from which the company’s agents and 
officers may fuffer inconveniency.” 

An order from the moft high and authoritative 
court has been pafied to the following effedt, from 
the 5th year of this bleflcd reign, of the Giver 
coined at Cheanapatan fhall in finenefs be like unto 
•the coin of the royal harbour of Surat, there Ihall be 
no difeount required on the exchange. 

They have alfo reprefented, that in Bengal, 
Bahar and Orixa, the company have fa&ories, and 
,being defirous of creating factories in other places, 
humbly beg, that wherefoever they may fet up a 
fadtory, forty legahs of ground will be'granted to 
them, from the lands of the empire ; moreover 
their reflets at fundry times, through ftorms of 
wind, are forced on fhore on our ports, and are 
ftranded, the governors of the ports injurioufly 
make prize of the cargo, and in divers places in- 
ft ft upon a fourth part of it ; farther in the ifland • 
oTBombay belonging to the Hnglifh, the Euro- 
pean coin is current, and may be ftruck into ficcas 
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as at Cheanapatan. Ye are to protedt thefe people*, 
•who hold factories in all pares of the empire, and 
extend their traffic even into the imperial camp* 
with their effedis and veflels ftranded or damagtd, 
itnd fupply them with all things ncceflarj.* 

. In the ifland of Bombay ficcas Ihall be flriick’, 
and be current in like manner as the ficcas in 
other parts of the kingdom of equal finenefs with 
the coin current in our happy realms, (hall pafs for 
equal value. . * 

, The company hive oflate j ears complained of 
the real grievances ana clogs to the fair trader; 
thefe removed, every merchant would chearfully 
fubmir to the moderate duties they had directed to 
be levied. The hardfliips they meant, were the 
grofs and iniquitous abufes that fprung' from the 
power of duftucks, they being confined to their 
covenant fervants, trade had been fubjetted to very 
heavy impofnions ; the chiefs at fubordinates, gain- 
ed full enemy per cent, upon the goods rhey pro- 
vided the private trader, and ofien exclulive of 
commiffion : fo that the merchant carried his goods 
to market at an advance, perhaps of 25 per cent, 
upon their value in Bengal ? the black merchants 
applied to the junior fervants, and for valuable 
confiderations received rhc?r goods covered with 
their names : even a writer trades in this manner 
for many thoufands, when at the fame time he has 
no real credit fur a hundred rupees : for the truth 
of thefe aflertions (faid the direftors) wo need only 
apptal to jourfelves; this is the flrcam whence 
have flown numberlcfs mifehieft, perhaps the capi- 
tal caufe of your late dreadful misfortunes : ro fef- 
ur trade is contrary to all good policy, and t*e 
* believe 
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believe Calcutta is the only colony wherd tnadu* 
factories arc locked up from the merchant ; we 
therefore will have a reform in this important 
branch if the abufes is evident j the expence of that 
firmaunt privilege for commerce is ruined by thofe 
unfair pra&iccs ; the merchant can bear no more, 
and fearful to fpcalt our, demurs to our juft duties, 
and aferibes his inability to remote caufes, the go- 
vernment annually defrauded of immenfe duties, 
and even their fubjetts property covered by the 
company’s name, muft ever look upon us as a vile # 
faichlcfs people, flrangcrs to honour and gratitude : 
fuch are the confcqurnccs of the abufes of a privi- 
lege obtained at a very heavy expenre, for our 
particular advantage* In the regulating of this 
"branch, we with to maintain a rcfpeftabic charac- 
ter, fccure the government from being injured, and 
preferve to the fair trader fuch freedom and bene- 
fits as are common to all our other fettleincnts, and 
which he certainly has a right to. It is not in our 
power to obviate all difficulties, we only point out 
the remedy to fix trade upon an equitable bafis. 
Perhaps the nabob may find it his intereft to fettle 
for a certain annual fum upon the genera! trade, 
'which will be forming the commercial duties def- 
cendant upon Calcutta. This feheme mull, we 
apprehend, anfwer every good purpofe ; it removes 
all caufes of contention with the government ; duf- 
tucks will be abolilbed, the merchant will gladly 
employ, and chearfully allow our fervants a reafon- 
able commifiion, and intereft for the provifion of 
his goods ; but if » more than five per cent, com- 
miflion is charged, upon complaint he is to be te- 
drefied, and the company will be reimburfed the 

annual 
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annual Turn they may pay for forming the general 
duties, by an additional import of two or more 
per cent, on the goods brought dou n by Europeans, 
and a larger duty on what may be imported by the' 
Indians ; and if the amount fhould exceed the an- 
nual fum ftipulated with the nabob, we are willing 
to add the furplus to our prefident’s fmall emolu- 
ments : if this plan ftiould take place, let us view 
the trader’s fituation ; he is relieved from the pre* 
fent exadtion, from twenty to twenty-five per cenr. 
He will pay five p"er cent, commiffion on his goods, 
two per cent, to the duties formed,' and four per 
cent, cuftoms ; and he will therefore export his 
goods from nine to fourteen per cent, advantage. * 
If you can form a better fcheme adopt it ; but re- 
member at all events we {hall expedt the duftucks 
are put upon fuch a ^uft footing, as to fecure the „ 
government their duties, and enable the merchant 
to pay our cuftoms. 

The company’s fervants in anfwer to this plan 
faid, ,f That the diredtors had not been fufficiently 
informed ; that is, continually met with, at moft of 
the fubordmatc fettlements and aurungs, in pro- 
curing a fufficiency of cloaths for the company’s 
mveftment ; they alledged the abfolure impoflibili- 
ty ever to fulfil their orders, as the gentlemen in 
the {ervice are forbid to make any purqhafes for 
themfelves, until the quantity required for the 
company is fecured ; the gentlemen at Calcutta are 
not permitted to fend Gomaftahs to purchafe at the 
aurung’s dependent on any of the fubordinates, 
nor the gefttlcmenof any fubordinate to make pur- 
chafes at another. It is the fame with the out au- 
xungs, dependant on Calcutta ; none of the gen- 
tlemen 
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tlcmcn in the company’s Advice are permitted to 
fcnd Gomaftah’s to an) p* ice where there is, one 
purchafmg goods for the corny my, without giving 
notice to the committee of aur "'[5s, and getting 
a letter from them to the company .. gomaftaii , 
who is to take care he does not interfere m any 
thing prejudicial to the company’s invcftmcnts* 
Thclc reftndhons arc calculated to keep the reve- 
nues confined as much ns pnflildc to the company ’s 
ft ntiments, which would tall extremely ihorr, as 
well as grow con inunll) dearer, if the frc<- mer- 
chants lnd the privilege ot dulluck cqua'lv with 
the companv ’s fi.rvants , the great nuniber of pur- 
chaft r s at the aurungs mud of court" make the 
price of labour rife, purchafers alio who hav- 
ing wo dcpcndancc on the, conlpany , -would not 
willingly tubmit to an> regulations we might 
make, nor think it juft tint an) preference fiiould 
be given to the company , the trade would fufflr 
foniuch by the number of competitors, that we 
think the effect of fuch a change would be verv 
difhcult, and that mftead of being a ichef to 
trade, it w ould be a great hurt to the merchants 
in general, and to the mtereft of the conpan) uy 
particular 

They cxcufed themfehes fo- not endeavouring 
to obt^jn the nabob’s acceptance of a certain v ear- 
ly fum to be paid by the company , in lieu of the 
duties now collected by the government from the 
merchants of Calcutta , fo that all without dil 
tindhon, might have the privilege of duftuchs f 
but they believed, it thev had found it fo con 
fiftent vvi hthc company’s mtereft to put the trade 

upon 
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bpdn ttia t footing, the nabob’s aflent could not have 
been obtained ; far frdm oppofing the propofal / he 
icemed much alarmed, when the prefident at Mur- 
fhadabad made It ; lenfible of the great detriment 
it tfoutd be to the revenues of Hugbley, which 
fcre made up chiefly of the cuftoms upon goods go- 
ing to and from Calcutta, 

The fum to be paid to the nabob in lieu thereof, 
in cafe fuch an agreement had taken place, would 
have been fo confiderable, that theduftuck duty to 
be leued here for the company’s reimburfement, 
mult have been a very heavy addition to your other 
cuftoms j nor is it to be doubted, but thofe mer- 
chants who complain now of the preference given 
to the company’s fervants, in refpedt of duftucks, 
would have complained yet louder of this additio- 
nal duty. At tHat time, the good* made at Coffim- 
■buzar yielded little or n 6 profit' here, while goods 
made at Decca and Luckypore did yield twenjy- 
fiveor^thirty per cent. Several of the gentlemen of 
the Decca fadtory, fuflered much in their fortunes, 
by providing goods, from which they could not get 
their prime coft ; this riflt the company's fervants 
run : it is the fair chance of an open market, 
which the free merchants for the molt p^rt prefer 
to contracts ; and they have no more right to com- 
plain when the price in the market happens to be 
higher, than the feller ; when it happens to be low, 
and they bring themfelves goods to fell from fo-’ 
reign markets, they are not wanting fn their en- 
'deavours to fell them for as high a price as they 
tan. 

«. Such therefore have no ^uft reafon of complaint, 
as they have not endeavoured to contract with the 
Von. III. 3 O com- 
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company’s fervants ; but thofe who formerly had 
concerns under the governor and council in tha 
freight (hips, had fufficienc grounds for complaints. 
It was a practice for each gentleman of the coun- 
cil, to load his own proportion in goods, and thefo 
goods every one charged at what price he thought 
proper : the captain and fuper cargo, depending 
on the governors and council to provide their goods, 
were obliged to take their concern in a cargo made 
up after that manner ; and no wonder the voyages 
turned out extremely ill, an ur.reafonable profit 
having been made on the, goods before they left, 
the port. 

But the gentlemen jointly concerned*- received a 
very different treatment; fuch goods as are bought 
at market here, not having been contracted for be- 
fore, are bought on thej belt terms pofiible, by 
managers appointed out of the concerned, and no 
profit of any fort charged upon them here. Such 
goods are provided from the aurungs by ourfelves, 
or by contradt with the gentlemen at the fubordi- 
nates, are delivered at fo moderate a premium as 
barely to anfvvcr the intereft and ri/k of providing 
them, with a fmall confideration for the time and 
charges faved by means of the duftuck. 

The abufe of this indulgence, formerly too com- 
mon a practice, was but a juft reproach. The re- 
gard which the company’s fervants fhould have for 
"their own reputation, fhould have been fufficient to 
make them alter fo difhonourable a practice. Thefe 
men, ftrangers to all fenttments of juftice, fhould 
have been held unworthy the company’s fervice, 
and made a fevere example of. The prefident’s 
"fhouiQ nave been more obtervant of the appffca- 

tions' 
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'tions made to them for duftucks, and all the boats 
found with Englifh colours without a duftuck, 
fhould have been feized, This impofition has 
been often pradtifed by Fortuguez£, Armenians, 
and the country people to defraud the government 
of their cuftoms, and through the violence or 
knavery of the Chowkeys fucceeded frequently. 

The company meant by their directions, that 
the nabob fliould not be* defrauded of his duties by 
an abufe of the duftuck, nor private traders op- 
prefied, At all events, they infilled that the duf- 
tucks fliould be put upon fpch a footing, as*to fpcure 
the government their duties, and enable the mer- 
chants to pay the cuftoms. , 

In the diftant parts of the provinces, fbmething 
was neceflary to be eftabbfhed to prevent- the go- 
maftah’s from being guilty of oppreffions to' the 
country people. By the Grmaund and other fubfe- 
quent treaties, 'the company has a right to trade in 
foreign and inland articles of trade. The govern- 
ment denying the company’s fervants to trade in 
a few articles, is ufurping an authority, they for- 
merly were forbid to exerr. By feveral regulations 
and orders concerning duftucks, it plainly appeared 
the nabob's minifters 'only meant, the company’s 
fervants fhould not lower any black merchant’s 
goods, or others that had not the privilege of a 
duftuck ; and by that means defraud th$ govern- 
ment of the duties they would otherwife have col- 
- leftcd on the faid merchant’s goods, which in cafe 
of being detedled, might have been made a plea 
for flopping the company’s bufincfs, and embroil- 
, ing tlieir affairs. 

' Th* 
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The fubje&ing the company’s gomaftah’s to the 
controul of the ofKcfers of the country government, 
was attended with the worft of confequenccs, as it 
was giving tip one of their firmaund’s privileges, 
which mud make them contemptible in the eyes of 
jthe natives, and be the means of depriving their 
gomaftah’s of the influence neccflary for carrying 
bn the leaft bufinels. 

In confequence of the government’s collecting a 
duty on fait, to which for the moft part they had 
acquiefced in. The nabob pleaded cuftom and right, 
though the company’s fervants thought this de- 
mand, an infringement of their firmaund privi- 
leges. 

In order to prevent the company’s gomaftah’s 
from making a bad ufe of their authority, and in- 
juring and diminiftimg the company’s revenues, or 
interfering . the leaft in them, they were forbiden 
politively holding lands, villages, &c. of thp 
government, that no pther matters fliould arife, 
but relatively to trade ; that the party injured was 
to apply for redrefs to the chief of the neareft Eng- 
iifh factory, who invefted with authority fufEcient 
to make the gomaftah complained againft appear 
and anfwer to the complaint, which if appearing 
true will have the defired effeCt, and no injuftice 
be > committed by Englifh gomaftah’s in the ’fu- 
ture. 


Mr. Vanfittart’s treaty with Coflim Ally Kavvn, 
Laving been difapproved by feveral members of 
the bo->rd, Mr. Hay ftated the following reafon3 
for joining with them in pafling the cenfurc on the 
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That by the treaty or written fecurlty that the 
governor palled to the nabob,’ the principal rights 
and privileges of the Englifli company, granted 
them by the king’s firmaund from Dehly, con- 
firmed and fully explained by the treaty with $e- 
rajah Dowlah and Meer Jaffier Kawn, and enjoyed 
Jince thefe treaties almoft in full, are given ^ up 
without one fingle advantage gained by the com- 
pany ; but on the contrary, the total lofs of the 
Enghfh credit and reputation in thefe provinces ; 
which has been greatly declniing thefe two years 
paft, was the \ifible confequence of this agreement, 
fo every one who faw it and were the lead: ac- 
quainted with ,1116 nature of the country people. 
The wifeft regulations and the moftfteady conduct 
of this beard, will not be able to prevent the 'im- 
mediate bad effects of this ill concerted and unau- 
thorized proceeding of Mr. Vanfittart, as too 
plainly appears from the letters received from the 
iubordmates, and the general complaints of all our 
agents and gomaftahs j which ftiew there is almoft 
every where a flop, to the great encumbrance on 
qur bufmefs, and that our fervants are particularly 
ill ufed and oppreffed. 

In confidenng the arguments/or and againft the 
prefent treaty entered into with the nabob by the 
prefidenr, ic is abfolutely neceffary to the forming 
a true judgment on the affair, that the unjuft me- 
thods ufed in the country courts of juftice, as well 
as the methods praCtifed by the country merchants, 
in conducting their affairs, fhould be continually 
in your mind. 

The impoftibility of carrying on bufinefs, when 
fubjejffed to the country courts, rauft appear plain 

to 
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to every one; when it is confidered that for all 
furns of money recovered on them you arc obliged 
to pay befidestheexpences of the court twenty-fivp 
-per cent, on the money recovered ; which, if the 
I£ngli(h do not fubmit to pay, it will always be 
the intereft of the zemindars to decide againft them j 
this is one of the numberlefs grievances we fliould 
duffer, if fubje&ed to their authority ; the country 
merchants are fenfible of the impoflibihty of carry- 
ing on bufinefs under fuch di fad vantages, and 
are therefore obliged to buy the proteftion of fome 
perfon of authority in the government, if their 
own influence js not fufficicnt ; which fets them 2- 
bove the reach of the lower zemindars of the 
country ; prote&s them from the violence of all, 
and at the fame time gives them a kind of judicial 
authority, fo far as to confine the weavers and 
peaons, when they cannot recover their balances 
from them otherwife. This was t^e principal rea- 
fon for the company’s being at fo great an pxpence 
in procuring their firmaund, which exempt thd 
company from thefe inconveniencics, and likewife 
of the great care that was taken N to preferve them 
in their full force by the treaties with Serajah 
f)owlah and Meer Jaffier. 

The governor’s argument in fupport of this tranf- 
'a&ion, is on a fuppofition, that the greateft enor- 
mities have been and are committed by the Englifli 
gomaftah, throughout the country, to the great 
detriment of the nabob’s revenues and government ; 
but this has not been the cafe, as plainly appears 
from the feveral complaints made againft them, 
being no further fupported than by the aflerrion 
of thofe, tfjiofe intereft it was to make complaints 

of 
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of ttiat Ivind, as fame cxcufe fof their non-pay- 
ment of what was demanded of them; when, 
there was any foundation for thefe complaints, it 
was fo much in their power, and fo agreeable ttf 
the prefcnt government, and to the prefident, that 
they fhould be proved, that they could never have 
wanted means to have done it ; and hkewife, by 
the numberlefs oppreffions that our gomaltahs and 
people have fuffered throughout the country for 
many months paft ; for it is not to be conceived^ 
ihat people treated in the manner they have been; 
x:ould have it m their power to be guilty of thofd 
extravagancies and enormities imputed to them by 
Mr. Vanfirtart. In the firft article of his written 
•fecurity with the nabob, he has given up the rights 
■which the company have by their firmaund and 
fubfequent treaties of granting duftucks, except 
for fhip merchandize ; laid a tax of nine per cent, 
on all other traffick ; and in a manner acknow- 
ledge, that the EnglHh do carry on their trade by 
force or violence, extortion, or unfair dealing. 

I think the board could never have jullified 
themfelves for giving up the company's privileges 
m this manner; and of courfe, Mr. Vanfittarr, 
unauthorifed as he was, to enter into any treaty, 
could have no right to do it ; but fuppofe It other- 
ttife, how was it to be determined which were and 
and were not fliip merchandize. Mr. VanfittarC 
indeed, in a fubfequent article, left that to be de- 
termined by thofe whofe intereft it was, that they 
ihould not be deemed fueh, in regard to the trade 
of one per cent. On the trade, from one part of 
tfic country to another, it is insinuated, that this 
is lefs than what has been ufually paid, and Mr. 

Van fit- 
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Vanfittart fiid, that on all the trade of this kind/ 
that he carried on in fait, he paid the country 
duties j though upon enquiry it appeared, that 
of the innumerably articles traded in this way, 
only fait and tobacco have paid any, the former 
Of which by far the moft confiderable, did not 
pay above three per cent, although we fubmitted 
1 to pay the eftabliflied country duties on the whole, 
' inftead of trading duty free, which I think we 
have an undoubted right to do, loaded with a 
duty more than double what is paid by the Dutch, 
Armenians, or any people in the country. 

By the fecond article, contrary to the privileges; 
the Englilh enjoyed by grants and treaties, them- 
felves and gomaftahs were fubjedt to the jurifdic- 
tion of the meaneft officer that the nabob employs; 
without the liberty of an appeal.* By being de~ 
bared the liberty of making fait, we are deprived 
of a privilege that every perfon, Europeans and 
others, in the country, -have, but ourfelvcs the 
givingupthe rights of coining in the different mints; 
is over-fetting a privilege granted from Dehly. 

The throwing the whole trade of Affiim and 
Rangamally into the hands of one perfon was a 
monopoly moft: deftrudtive to trade ; and more 
particularly, if what Mr. Vanfittart advances be 
juft, that the duty of cotton alone in that country, 
bring in a revenue of 40,000 rupees, which if you 
fuppofed at five per cent, muftbe raifed on Soo,ooo 
rupees worth, which if they monopolized, mull 
greatly raife the price of that article, and of courie, 
the ptice of cloths.' Upon the whole, the written 
fecurity Ihould be demanded of the nabob, and de- 
ftroyed, to prevent, in future times, when our 

affairs 
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fcffatfs ftiay not be in the rtourifbing fituation titey^ 
are at prefenr in Bengal, in regard to force, a bad 
life being made of it, for it js> probable, the go- 
vernment would, in cafe of having the upper 
hand in the country make ufe of it to invalidate 
the privileges the Engiifh enjoy by their fir- 
fnaundt - • 

t A plan fbould be laid down by the board to 
prevent any injuries being done by the Engiifh go- 
maftahs, and for punching thofe that are guilty ; 
Which may be well dene by a committee appointed 
for that purpofe, wholhould receive all complaints 
and appeals from fubordinates or agents reading 
With authority of the board in thefc quarters, and’ 
examine them ; and, as it appears that great part, if 
Hot the whole, of the troubles that have happened 
to the Engiifh and their gomaflaffs of late, are 
Owing to the order-; fent over the country by the 
fiabob, a fenior ferrant has been appointed, to rc- 
fide with the nabob, who fhould be acquainted 
With all orders regarding the Engiifh. 

Mr. Johnftone thought the prefident^s letter to 
the nabob, containing the new regulations he in- 
tended to cflablifh, was from its abjeft fryle, as 
well as concelfions, highly difhononrable to us, 
and fuch as could not fail of ruining our trade and 
influence, and reduce us dower than the Engiifh 
Were at any period in this country ; that the prefi- 
dem without authority, or any urgent neceffity, rc- 
figned to the nabob thofe rights and privileges we 
are ehtitled to by the firmaund and fubfequent trea- 
ties, and have hitherto enjoyed by virtue of them. 
Firfl:. by diftinguifhing the company*? trade from 
that of their fervants, and agreeing: to an e::orbi- 
•Vol.UI, 3 P* . tsnt 



t 4 C - J 

tnrtduU of nine per cent on nil articles of the In- 
land trade, without diftmthon or examination of 
w hat had ufuilly been paid cn any of thofe articles 
at the different iubordinates, eftabhfhing the rate 
upon that paid by the gentlemen of Lukypore, 
though exprelsly mentioned by them to be more 
than what was pud at Decca, and known to be a 
bo\e the duty paid heretofore at Hughlej , and 
though fait was the only article in his own inland 
trade that the prefident rem mbers to have ever 
paid any duty on or b fere this time Secondly, 
infubj ding the Lngl lb and their gorraftah s, un 
der the authority of tl c Moors as courts of judica- 
ture, contrary to the pmileges we hive ever en- 
joyed of protecting thofe employed urder us ard 
oi rf Kes judges of their adions , the many ill con- 
fcqucrces of which, and the entire lofe of that cre- 
dit an 1 pre eminence \ e have e\er maintained, is 
evident to every bodv, of which we have had am- 
l lc proof of, fince the circulate n of the regub 
tioa«, as appears from the complaints of every quar 
ter of the abufc of the power fo eafily put into 
their hands, by the ftoppage of our trade, and at 
tacks openly made on thofe entitled to our protec 
t on thirdly, the. prohibiting it once, writhout 
reafon, or even confulting the board, the compa 
nv’s fervants at the fadories at Luckvpore, Iflena- 
bad, £xc from making fait wonts themfehes, 
which is a liberty not denied to any native of the 
country, and by which their fortunes have been 
and are endangcr-d, as no time was allowed for 
collecting m the money they had laid out, and the 
balance due, could only be recovered bv receiving 
the fait from theMiIongtes they had employed. 

The 
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•' The article ordering, , without any ‘limitation,* 
that all purchnfes of lands imy be made by any 
fervants of our factories ihouid be refigned, was 
unjuft and diffionourablc to us, as if our fervants,' 
where they- paid the due demands to government, 

1 were not entitled to our protection. / * . 

The article directing that the chiefs and fervants 
of the factories, arc not to hinder the weavers and 
brokers of the government, has been confidercd as 
giving a full power to 'the inbob’s officers over 
them, and may turn to the ruin of the company’s 
inveftment, as appeared by the proceedings of 
Mahomet Alyat, the dccca aurungs. 

The foregoing the privilege we had of coining 
in the mints of Patna and Decca, while no provi-- 
, fion was made for the currency of our ficcas at 
'thofe places, without difeount, was giving up 
what the company could demand of right ; and 
ordering all purchafcs at Gualparah to be made 
entirely through the” nabob’s organ, was an in- 
fringement of our rights of a free trade in that 
Quarter, and againft the' treaty with Jaffier Ally 
Cawn, by which we- were freed from buying, even 
obliged to buy, by the intervention of Debolls. 
Therefore, the treaty ought to be recovered from 
the nabob, and deftroyed, that fo bad a precedent 
never be eftabliffied, and ufed againft us. 

By virtue of the firmaund and the treaties with 
Ssrajah Dowlah and Meer Jaffier Ally Cawn, the 
company and their fervants have a right to, with- 
out any reftriCtion or limitation, to trade in, and 
grant duftucks for every article, whether for fo- 
- reign or inland trade : our having been restricted 
by the power of the power of the fubahs, before 
’ ' the 
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the revolution, from the full enj 05*111 ent of thofa 
fights, can never be urged as a good argument to' 
invalidate them. When the company became 
powerful enough to afiert them, they were efta- 
blifhed as fully and clearly as could be exprelfed 
in the public treaties then concluded : and in fun- 
nuds and duftucks, afterwards jfliied in confe- 
quence, by Serajah Dowlah and Jaffier Ally Cawn, 
for the uninterrupted currency of our trade, thro’ 
the indubitable authority of the duftuck, wherever 
it was granted ; and thefe funnuds were not merely 
for fuch quarters where the company had factories 
and aurungs, but comprehended alfo all the di- 
ftant frontier provinces, where they had not the 
leafl trade of any kind ; and Jaffier Ally Cawn de- 
clared, that he underftood the treaty in this fenfe ; 
that wherever a company’s duftuck was granted, 
no duty, could ever be demanded. If cuftom, 
and what privileges we enjoyed under the Moor’s 
government before the revolution, are to be efta- 
blifhcd, as what only we have a right to trade in 
now, by virtue of our grants, firmaund, See. there 
is fcarce an article of the gruff trade, whether for 
export and confumption at Calcutta, and other 
places in the kingdom, but we muft give up : 
for it is known we could not profeflcdly in our 
names, trade in. thefe articles, though willing 
to pay the duties and arbitrary enactions re- 
quired on fuch occafions ; thefe various other ar- 
ticles of grufi^ are no more particularifcd or cx- 
pefted in any treat)*, firmaund, &c. than the two 
articles of fait and tobacco, and have been ever 
fince the treaty with Serajah Dowlah carried on 
v/ith the company’s duftuck, 

Wc 



We' have acquiefced in ’paying duty on the fitf» 
gle article of fait, and pafling it with -the Shau- 
-bondaras, at Calcutta, Decca and Luckypore, 
fhould not now weigh with us to continue it, when 
our rights are called in queftion, and we arc bound 
to fupport them in their full extent j above all, 
jis this article of the produce of the company’s 
own lands, and as it makes a confiderablc branch 
of their revenue, ought as much as poflible to be 
prote&ed and encouraged, inflcad of being op- 
preffed with new taxes, exceeding above double 
what has yet paid : as for the article of tobacco, 
no duftuck from the goverment has ever been ta- 
ken, and the duty paid on it, has never been de- 
manded till after its arrival at Decca ; and at Cof- 
fimbuzar, the company’s duftucks have been al- 
ways granted, and never difputed for this article. 
Therefore’, the government .have no right to de- 
mand that, or any other duties where the duftuck 
is granted ; 3nd this conceflion fhould continue on 
fait and tobacco, as it has been, for beetle nut, 
rice, opium, fugar, &c. articles confumed in the 
country, as well as exported. 

Thofe European inhabitants, who by the com- 
pany’s directions, are not entitled to duftucks, 
fhould not be exempted from duties ; yet when 
thefe are difchnrged for the eafe of trade,' a pafT- 
port or certificate from the prefidenr, might ’ac- 
company the ruane of the Budab’undar. 

The Englifh gomaflahs in any part of the three 
provinces, fhould be fubjeft in no manner to the 
jurifdidtion of the country government; they are 
not, in my opinion, more than their principals, to 
be accountable to them, and never were ; and no’ 

ftep 
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flep could have been taken more furclj to mm 
our trade, influence and refpedt in the coun 
try, than acknowledging them our abiolutc raa 
Hers and judges The company have ever been 
protedVd, thur gomaflahs, and thole of their 
tenants , while we hate fubordinate factories, and 
fixed government here, juflrcc nta\ ilvavs be 
had, when complaints ar?w ell grounded, andean 
be proved b) the government s dependants , nor 
need we be ftartlcd with thtfe laid before us, but 
from the fubjedt, and exaggeration of molt of 
them , conceive what a Hate of wretched depend 
nnce wefhould fall into, were we liable to be cal- 
led upon in ever) fuch abfurd complaint, pre 
ferred to the countr) goverment In thefe more 
diftant quarters, where the company have not fac- 
tories, the trade is generallj managed by gentle 
men who have had the approbation of the board to 
go up the countr), and given fectjnty for their 
good behav tour , they mav be prefumed now to 
be depended upon for determining equttabl) an) 
difpures about points of trade, which is all the) 
ihould, or need have an) connection with at 
an) zemindar’s court , an appeal nnj, neverthe 
le's, he from them to the neaveft fubordinate , and 
when fuch fuch perfons are publicly known in 
thofc quarters, as under the protection, and idling 
with the pernuflion and authority of the board, to 
whotn the) arc to be accountable, they maj, 
without an) new regulation or innovation, carr) 
on their trade to the latistadhon of the people, and 
without an) detriment to, or interfering v ith the 
colledhon of the revenues 


Mr. 
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Mr. Hafting’s name appearing to'tlie letter, pro* 
pofitlg the regulations which formed the fab- 
itance of the prefident’s letter to the nabob, it could 
not be expected of him to join in the harfh and un- 
merited eenfure paffed upon them, by the members 
which then formed the board ; „hc at that' time re- 
garded thefe regulations, not as a concefiion of any 
new rights to the'nabob r but*a confirmation of 
thofe \\ hich he held by the treaties in force ; nor 
has any thing appeared fince 'to make him change 
that opinion. ■ 

His lentiments upon the extent of the duftuck 
and the privileges of the company’s gomaftahs, he 
fully explained, obferving that the fettling the du- 
ties on the inland trade at nine percent, the gover- 
nor only fixed the trade, which was before variably 
levied, with continual difputes, to the great detri- 
ment of the fair trader ; and in this he afted in 
ltridt conformity to the plain and literal inftruftions 
of the board j whatever fenfe they were intended 
to convey. 

The prefident fo fully explained the motives and 
rtafons for fuch a tranfaftion, that they need not 
to be repeated : upon the whole, the regulations in 
queftion, were calculated in the beft manner to puc 
our trade upon a proper footing, to diflinguilh our 
rights from* thofe of the nabob, to preferve the 
Englifh name 'from reproach, and the affairs" of 
the company from fuffering by continual difputes 
and contentions, in which they had no concern. 

To underftand the meaning of any treaty, where 
the erpre/Tions are doubtful and defective, recourse 
fhould be had to the circumftances of the parties 
concerned, at the time in which they were made ; 

regard- 
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regarding the firmaund in this light, we (hall imid 
no fcruplc to pronounce, that the company could 
not, where they obtained that grant from the court 
of Dehly, underltand it to extend beyond their 
own trade, or include privileges of which they 
could not make any ufe ; and which they never 
dreamt of. 

The commerce on imports and exports ever 
bounded, as of neceflity it muft, their concerns in 
this country, for the encouragement of a trade be- 
neficial to the government and its revenues ; the 
court at that time in its fiourilhing date, and fup- 
ported by wife and able miniflers, indulged the 
company with the freedom which they petitioned 
for from duties ; that the trade in fueh commodities 
as were produced and fold in the country, was en- 
tirely confined to the natives ; thrv were either for- 
med, or where they were confiderable enough to 
make an article in the public revenues, or circula- 
ted through the province by the poorer fort of peo- 
ple, to whom, whim they afforded a fubnltence, 
they at the fame time added to the income of the , 
(late, bv the duties gathered upon them : let us 
fuppofe the company’s agents had petitioned lor the 
liberty of trading in thefe articles; without paying 
duties can it be conceived, that the government 
could have been fo blind to its own intered, 3 S to 
have given a privilege to ftrangers, which would 
have enabled them to monopolize the whole trade 
of the country, to impoverilh the natural fubjeas, 
and exhauft the country of its wealth, without 
making any adequate return for it ? the privileges 
therefore claimed by the company, and allowed 
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by the government, were originally ‘defigned by* 
both, for fiich a trade only as was carried on by 
the former, that U, in goods brought into the coun* 
try, or purchafed in it fot exportation ; in effect, it 
was ever limited to that ; nor cannot be proved, 
that the duftuck was ever allowed to pafs for any 
other from the firft engagement of this grant, until 
the death of Serajah Dowlah : the company in their 
Handing orders before that time, prohibited their 
fervants from meddling 'with what we now term 
inland trade, and name it illicit ; nor can any dif- 
ference of power convey to us a right from former 
treaties, which we confefledly wanted before, though 
fince the reftoration of the Comp?ny’s privileges we 
have by degrees dealt in the inland trade, yet it 
was ahvay with a tacit acknowledgment of the 
invalidity of our duftucks for that trade, having 
generally paid the government a duty thereon ; and 
when it was attempted without, it has conftantly 
been the fubjeft of complaints and oppofuion of 
the nabob’s officers. 

It has been objected that we Ihould not be too* 
rigorous in calling in queftion our own privileges ; 
but where the fenfe of a treaty is not Jufficienrly 
clear, interpret it in fuch a manner as may tend to 
our own advantage, leaving to others to difpute it ;> 
and that therefore as the firmaund gives us a gene- 
ral right to trade, duty-free, without mentioning 
any exceptions, we fhoutd infill on a free trade in 
every thing without limitation. If this principle 
is juft at all, it can only be fo where the points 
contefted for are of real importance ; but where 
they are either trivial in themfelves, or have a per- 
nicious tendency, it muft be an abfurdity to infill 
upon them. Wc muftdiftinguilh between thein- 

Vol. III. '3 Q tereft 
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tsreft of the company and that of individuals, 
which have been too much confounded ; that the * 
company will not fuffer by a reftri6hon of the 
duftuck to foi'eign merchandize is manifeft, fince, 
with that reftri&ion, it will anfwer every purpofe 
for which they want it. Befides the odium which 
a monopoly lo injurious to the natural rights of the 
country-merchants, mull unavoidably caft upon 
the Enghlh name, and the perpetual jealoufies 
which from experience, we know it to be attended 
with prove that this privilege is in efleft highly 
prejudicial to the real intereft, as well as honour to 
the company. As they have been pleafed to per- 
mit their fervants to (hare with them the benefit of 
the duftuck, they may furely content thtmfelves 
with the enjoyment, of that privilege, within the 
fame bounds to which the company is limited. To 
attempt to extend it beyond that, and for the fake 
of our own private advantage, to make this a point 
of conteft with the power in alliance with the com- 
pany, is both a violation of juftice and a breach of 
the duty which wc owe to our employers. 

We can claim no right from the firmaun, nor of 
courfe the fubfequent treaties, w hich were but in- 
tended as copies of that ; in the articles regarding 
our commerce to>an exemption from duties on any 
but foreign trade, that is, in goods imported or 
carried out of the country. Duties ought to be 
.paid to the country government, on fair, beetle- 
nut and other articles, which are produced and fold 
in the country ; and of courfe the duftuck ought 
not to be given for thofc articles, but that they pafs 
with a certificate from the officers of the cuftoms in 
the fame manner with the goods belonging to other 
merchants. Whether we trade in fait with the 
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company’s duftuck, or as other merchants, without 
them, the duftuck is a fufficient diftindtion in the 
firft cafe, and the latter requires none* 

The Englilh gomaftahs, in every part of the 
three provinces, whether in thq diftridts of the na- 
bob or the company, fhould be fubjedt to the raa- 
giftrate ; but with this diftindtion, to be obferved 
between private gomaftahs and thofc of the com- 
pany; that the former fhould be equally accounta- 
ble to the magiftrate for any mifdemeanor, with any 
one of the nabob’s fubje&s, that fhould at any 
time refide in the territories of the company, nor 
enjoy any advantages above any other merchants, 
but fuchonly as the firmaun gives them, viz. that 
their goods fliall pafs duty-free, wherever they have 
the protedtionof the duftuck; the magiftrate fhall 
notoppofe bmaflift them, in the recovery of their 
juft: debts, nor fuffcr any 'one to injure and opprefs 
them; but as the company’s gomaftahs have a 
weightier charge, and are none of them fituated at 
fuch a diftance from the company’s fadtones, but 
that complaints againfl: them may be both eafily 
heard and fpcedily redrefled, it fhotild be only per- 
mitted to the magiftrate to oppofc them in the ac- 
tual commifliun of any violence, or the affumption 
. of any right not belonging to them, but in any 
difputes with their immediate- dependants, fuch as 
the weavers, 'p>kers, ordebolls in their ferviee, he 
{hall not interfere oiherwife than by aftifting them 
in carrying their complaints to the prefidency, or 
the factories to which the gomaftah’s belong for re- 
drefs ; but the gomaftah (hall not therefore protedt 
his own dependants for any lawful claims of the go- 
vernment. 
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vernment, nor their pcrfons from juflice in any cri- 
minal cafes, 

-This feems to be the only equitable method for 
preventing any mifbehaviour in the company’s fer- 
vants, or difputes between them and the country 
powers. If the niagiftrate at any time ffiould abufe 
bis authority, the nabob fliould be required upon 
proof to difmifs him from his office, or inflidt any 
other puniffiment fuitable to the degree of the of- 
fence. If this juflice, fo eflential to the nabob’s 
own interefl, and tranquility of the country be re- 
fufed, or from the diftance of his refidence cannoc 
be timely obtained, we have always the means in 
our power, when fuch extraordinary occafions may 
demand it to vindicate our right, and call the in- 
fringers of it to juflice. 

From the peculiarity of the times, and a natural 
propenfity in the weaker part of mankind, to.run 
fromoneextreme to another, ithasunfdrtunately hap- 
pened, that the powerfuddenly placed in the hands of 
the nabob’s officer’s, for the protection of his people, 
has been fo extravagantly abufed, as to give ccca- 
fion to a perfuafion in many, that no power can with 
fafety be trufted in their hands. Thofe 'of the 
company’s fervants who have lived amongft the 
country people in an inferior flation, and at a time 
when they were fubjedt to the mod flaviffi depen- 
dence in the government, always met with the 
greateft indulgence, and even refpe&from the ze- 
mindars and other officers ; can with the greatefl: 
confidence deny the juflice of this opinion ; and 
add further from repeated experience, that if the 
company’s fervants, inftead of creating thejnfelves 
taco ford's and oppre/fors of tke cccrncry, hsd ebs?* 1 ?- 
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ned themfelves to an honeft and fair trade, an4 
fubmUted to the lawful authority of the govern- 
ment, they would have been every where courted 
and refpedted, and the Englilh name inftead of 
having become a reproach^ would have been uni- 
verfally revered ; the country would reap a bene- 
fit from our commerce, and the power of the Eng- 
lifh, inftead of being made a bugbear to frighten # 
the poor inhabitants into afubmifiion to injury and 
oppreflion, would have been regarded by them as 
the greateft bleffing and protection . 

It is as impoflible for any flare to fubfift with a 
divided power, as with none. The company's fe r- 
yants are as likely at lead, to make an ill life of 
their power as the nabob’s officers, but are not fo 
eafily to be reftrained. In whcfe hands therefore . 
can it be fo properly lodged as in thofe of the go- 
vernment to whom it properly belongs ? to take 
from them that right, which the -company's fer- 
Vants ffiould ever fuffer to be contefted in their own 
diftridts, will introduce opprefiion, rapine and an- 
archy, inro the country which they are engaged to 
protect ; and whatever temporary advantages in- 
dividuals may gain from fuch a feene of troubles, 
the affairs of the company mud infallibly fuffer by 
it, if not be involved in one common ruin with 
the country. 

That this confequence may not appear too 
forcibly drawn, it has been obferved, that the wifeft 
and moft permanent Hates’ have ever left it to con- 
'quered nations, the exercife of their own laws and 
by that means infured their fubjedtion. The power 
which the company has acquired in thefe provinces 
Jia$ reduced them into a condition as nearly refem- 
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bling a conqueft, as it is for their own intereft to ' 
wiih tt ; but as they take lb ungenerous as well as 
impolitic advantage of their weaknefs, as to put 
in the power of every banyan who calls lumfelf an 
Englilh fervant, to tyrannize over the inhabitants 
without controul, this is not only to deprive them 
of their own laws, but to deny them even the be- 
nefit of any. 

Mr. Cartier gives us his opinion, that the prefi- 
dent's letter to the nabob was in every refpe<ft im- 
proper, and naturally intended, for the conceffions 
contained therein, to bring upon the Englifh name 
difcredtt and real dilgrafc ; the late violences and 
outrages committed by the natives, are a certain 
argument of its impropriety, and which were clear- 
ly forefeen the very inftant the faid letter was 
made public. The hope given them of being con- 
ftituted judges and arbitrators of all difputes that 
might h-’ppen 'in the imercourfe of our bufinels, 
gave cauls to the many inconveniencies and tyran- 
ny, that we have lately fuffcred : the fubje&ing us 
to fuch a controul wpuld have efFeftually deftroyed 
our tn&uence and reputation in the country, and 
would unavoidably have led us from the manifold 
oppreffions we mult have fell under by fuch regu- 
lations taking place, to the neceflity of taking up 
arms for the red refs of thefe grievances; every mem- 
ber of this colony muft have fell' by fo arbitrary 
a junfdiftion : as it is, the evil has fpead wide, and 
has acquired fuch ftrength that no other methods, 
I doubt, but forcible ones would have been able 
to remove it. The members of the board did nor 
intend giving a diredl confent to the prefidents en- 
tering into a treaty with the nabob on points fo 

very 
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very interelKng, to the company’s privileges, or 
did they imagine fuch a ftep was any wa^s necef* 
fafy ; the faid regulations previous to the aflent or 
dilapprobation of the board, were made known' 
to the nabob, and the fame ordered by him to his 
different officers, to be carried into execution, be- 
fore fuch agreement could have the concurrence 
of theifeveral members of the council. Such re- 
gulations were in no refpedt agreeable to the tenor 
and fpirit of our firmaund, and the fubfequent 
treaties entered with the nabobs Serajah Dowlah 
. and Meer Jaffier, but would have been the means 
of confining thefe privileges inro much narrower 
bounds than the grants and treaties were intended 
to refrain us in. » 

On the true extent and meaning of the firmaun 
and allfubfequent treaties, Mr. Cartier thinks, that 
by the privileges inverted in us by our firmaund, 
that trade is under no limitation whatever, either 
in foreign or inland .commodities. The want of 
power to aflert formerly the immunities of the 
firmaund, cannot be conftrued to an abfolute and 
entire deprivation of them ; this rcafon now no 
longer"fxifting, we ought to exert our privileges 
to their fulled extent and latitude, nor fubmit to 
the capricious condudt and encroaching behaviour 
of the country government. 

On the trade of fait and tobacco, no objection 
could* be had to the payment of an equitable duty, 
more particularly as we have hitherto, both at the 
prcfidency and the fa&oriesof Decca andLuckypore, 
fubmitted to pay on one or both of thefe articles ; 
but let that be fixed at a medium of what has been 
paid at the different fsttUments, and farther more 

to 
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to b& confidcred as a conceffion made the nahohj 
and not claimed as a right paid us at times which 
cuftom has eftablifhed, and not to be confirmed 
any treaty. 

It is allowed, that the trade in fait and tobacco. Is 
in every refpedt agreeable to our firmaund pri- 
vileges; there is no reafbn why a doftuck fhould ( 
not be granted for thofe articles as well as for all 
others; though at the fame time, as a duty may 
probably be laid On rhefe two articles^* they fhould 
be accompanied with the buxbandar’s receipt to 
afeertain that the full duties have been paid, and 
that nothing farther is to be demanded on any 
account. 

As certificates have been granted indifcrimisately 
to the company’s fervants as well as to the inha- 
bitants of Calcutta, the fame fhould be continued' 
to the latter, on their application to the prefidenry 
on producing the buxbandar’s receipt for duties 
paid ; though at the fame time the duty flipulated 
' and agreed upon to be levied on thefe branches of 
rrade, the properties of company’s fervants, fhould 
ferve, as no regulations for what may be demanded 
1 from them. 

' The nature of government in every part of In- 
doffan being in all refpefts oppreflive and venal, 
and the decifions of all caufes depending more on 
the ability of the parties engaged in bribing their 
judges, than the legality of them, it can fcarcely be 
thought even equitable that the fervants and go- 
maftah’s employed by the company, fhould on any 
< complaint or mifdemeanour be fubjett to their de- 
termination. 

* 
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** . It is likewlfe a known truth, that in every dif- 
'pute ’concerning property and money matters, a 
•fourth'' part is appropriated for the fcrvice of the 
government and officers. This probably might not 
be infilled upon from the ^company’s fervants, 
'though the other party being fubjedted to the clta- 
-blifhed cuftom of the country, fhews what a fu- 
perior influence would be acquired on that fide : 
-but even independent of this cuftom, and fhould 
it not be expected or demanded from either party, 
yet the integrity of the propofed judges as fo little 
allowed of, that it would be the higheft abfurdity 
to expedt it, or even to fubmit in their having the 
lead power or authority over the company’s fer- 
vants: fhould this even be permitted,' it will not 
be preemption to declare that we'snay then begin 
'to date the commencement of our declining influ- 
ence in the country, and would mod certainly be 
‘productive of continual broils, fhould we have fpi- 
'rit fpfficiently remaining to refent the injudice and 
'indignities we mud in fuch a firuation be expofed 
to. 

Though it is improper to allow the officers -of 
'’the government any kind of controul over the 
company’s gomaftah’s, yet their actions fhould not 
. be uncontrouble. Let the perfon injured, if not 
employed by the company, lay the complaint be- 
J forethe magidrate of the diftridt he is in, to be by 
him forwarded with the complaint to the prefident 
or chiefs, and council, of the different factories near 
the didridt where the complaint cbmes from ; 
where the gomadah fo complained againd fhall be 
ordered down tojudify himfelfas to the accufation 
lodged againd him ; fhould complaints arife in 
- Vol. III. 3 R parts 
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parts diftant ( frcfm either the prefidcncy orthe 
factories, a confidence might be repofed in the 
gentlemen employed as our agents in thofe parts, 
as they are men of ch a rafter, and their appoint- 
ments have been approved by the members of the 
board, and each depended upon to fettle the com- 
plaints brought againft their gomaftah’s. It is ne- 
ceflary, that the company fhould judge of all dis- 
putes in .which their fen ants may be concerned ; 
moil true it is, it has not the moft equitable ap- 
pearance ; but every gentleman muff be convinced 
now highly efiential fuch a privilege is for the 
fu'pporting their influence and avoiding chicanery 
and perplexities of a Mooriih court ; a power fo 
lodged in their hands is liable to lefs abufes, and 
may be exercifed with* the ftriftefl impartiality, 
notwithftanding they are parties in the decifion of 
the caufe. . 

The firft part of Mr. Vanfittart’s letter to the 
nabob, contained the agreement for the company’s 
fervants paying a duty of nine per cent, on all arti- 
cles for inland trade. The firmaun and fubfequenc 
treaties were certainly the only goods that could 
enable them to form a proper judgment on this 
fubjedt; and they gave them an undoubted right 
to trade, duty free, in all commodities whatever, 
either from foreign or inland trade, upon confidc- 
ration of paying annually a fum fttpulatcd in lieu 
thereof. It follows of courfe, that the prefident 
had entered into an agreement, which evidently 
deprived them of one of the greaicft advantages 
they had gained thereby, on the bare fuppofition 
that it would be approved by- the other members 

the braid; Vitrarra, t&iht TiaboVs revenues 
' muft 
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mud have fuffered, fhould the company’s fervants 
carry on a commerce of every hind, without pay- 
ing any duties, fome reasonable ‘compenfation 
fhould have been made him for the privilege of the 
.inland trade-, he fhould at the fame time have been 
made fenfible that he was by no means entitled 
thereto, and that it was entirely a mark of favour. 

It is Well known, that the agents or gomaltahs 
cannot confine ihemfelves with.n the limits of the 
authority with which they are inverted. The many 
daring outrages and oppreflions which have been 
committed by the nabob’s officers, ever fince his 
orders for enforcing thefe regulations, were firft 
iiTued, fufficiently point out the impropriety of 
them. 1 he present's letter mirrht hereafter be 
ufed by hjs fuccefibrs, as a plea different from the 
purpofefor which it w r as defigned. -The company’s 
duffuck fhould always be granted equally for the 
inland as well as the foreign trade, after it was fet- 
tled, whether the comp3nv fhould pay any, and 
what duty ; this would have effectually cut off all 
fubjttt ofdifpute, by putffng it out of the power 
of the officers to make any objection to the paffage 
of the goods ; and none but the compam ’§ fervants 
fhould have the prefident’s paffport fur the fait, 
which may have paid the government duty at 
Hughtey. 

In regard to the difputes that may happen be- 
tween the company’s agents and the people of the 
country, the only plan for the determination of 
them, would be to oblige the perfon who may 
think himfclf aggrieved, to apply for redrefs to the 
Dearcrt factory, and if he is not content with their 
" decihoi\. 
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dccifion, lie may appeal to the governor and coun- 
cil. ' ' ' ' ' 

Mr. Batfon thought the prefidentk letter to the 
nabob detrimental to the intercft: of the company* 
and the nation in general ; becaufe by a forced and 
groundlcfs explanation, it, 'invalidated the privile- 
ges granted by the king's firmaun, confirmed by 
lubfequent treaties. 

Such an explanation coming from the chief of thd 
Englifh, may give great advantage to the nabob’s 
and to other European nations againft us, in futurd 
negociations, which we may happen to have with 
them. By this letter, alfo the advantage of coining 
in the mints of Patna and Dccca was given up, and 
the mint of Calcutta rendered of little or no fer- 
vice ; for by our being prohibited from tifing any 1 
authorify over the chiefs, the currency of rupees 
coined at Calcutta, will be flopped in mbft parts of 
the’eountry ; and this was the cafe of Cofiimbuzar 
and Murlhadabad, Thefe advantages which were 
lb ftrenuoufly contended for many years together, 
were given up without any public confideration ? 
the faid letter alfo tended todeftroy the national in- 
fluence in the country, and to bring us intO ( con- 
tempt ; becaufe the form of addrefs and feveral ex- 
, preffions were unbecoming, fubmiffive and condef- 
cending ; but chiefly becaufe it fubmitted to the 
Englilh agents, not excepting the company’s fafto- 
ries to thejurifdiSion of the nabob's officers, which 
would immediately put a flop to great part of the’ 
private trade, and would furnifh the nabob with 
continual pretences for fubjefting the company to 
the fame oppreffions which they underwent before 
the rupture with Serajah Dowiah, whenever he 
s - fhould 
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fhould think himfelf in a condition to proceed (o' 
luch lengths ; therefore Mr. Batfon infilled with 
other members of the board on the nabob’s fending 
back the original letter. 

By the firmaund and fubrequcnt treaties, the 
company, and under them their fervants, had a 
ejear right to trade in every article whether for fo- 
reign or inland trade, which it is their duty to pre-’ 
ferve entire and undifputed ; and indeed the oppo- 
fite arguments, prove no more than that the for- 
mer nabobs had rhe power and means of hindering 
us from enjoying the king’s grant in it's full e*- 
trfnt. 

The company fhould have acquiefced in paying 
the fame duty on fait and tobacco rhar had been 
paid fince Meer Jaffier’s coming to the fubah, but 
the fame fhould not be agreed to by any public 
deed or writing. The fait trade being formerly 
farmed by CujahVazeed, for an inconfiderable fum, 
could be no gi'eat advantage to the nabob’s reve- 
nue ; and by means of the monopoly he allowed 
the dealers at thefirft hand a very fmall price, from 
25 to 30 rupees per 100 maunds ; but (ince the 
Englifh have had a part of the trade, the price of. 
fait has rifen to 70 or 80 rupees per hundred 
maunds at the aurungs ; from whence it is clear, 
that from the Engbfh trading in this article, rhe 
nabob received benefit, and fu fiend no lofs ; his 
complaints on this head therefore did not proceed 
from any real grievance : duftuchs fhould have 
been allowed to the company's fervants in fut'ure 
forfuch articles, but no others. 

The committee of fecrecy to enquire into the 
ftatc of the Eaff India company, and for that pur- 

pofe, 



t 4 “ J ’ 

pwpofe to infpcft the books and accounts of the 
faid company ; having made the report of what 
they found material, with refpeft -to the profits 
which th<f company derive from their commerce, 
and from the territorial acquifitions lately obtained 
in the Eift Indies, proceeded, in purfuance of the 
order of the houfc, to enquire further into the fl- 
otation of the company’s affairs, and particularly 
how far the fame may have been affefled by the 
management of the company or their fervants ; 
and your committee thought, that among the 
many objcdls, that offered themfclves to their con- 
fideration under this exrcnfive head of enquiry, 
the (late and management of the revenues, lately 
obtained in Bengal and Bahar, required their im- 
mediate attention, and your committee thought 
it right to’begin, by enquiring into the nature 
of thefe revenues ; and having for this purpofc in- 
fpe&ed the books and correfpondenccof the com- 
pany, and having examined Harry Verelft, Efq ; 
late prefident of Fort William in Bengal, who 
had been emplojed for fevcral years in the col- 
lection of part of the faid revenues ; your com- 
mittee find that the revenues, of which the com- 
pany, aic at prefent poflcflcd in the province of 
Bengal and Bah3r, confifts of rents of lands, duties 
?nd cuftoms, farms of exclufive privileges, fines 
and forfeitures, and with refpcct to the rents of 
lands, which conflitute the principal parts of the 
faid revenues, they find, that all the lands of the 
faid provinces arc confidercd as belonging to the 
crown or fovereign of the country, who claims a 
right to collect rents or revenues from all the faid 
lands, except fuch as are appropriated to charita- 
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ble alul religious purpofes; which, having been 
granted by different princes, 'are underftood by 
the general tenor of fuch grants to be exempted 
from payment of any rents to the fovereign. 

There are, befides, other lands, held by grants 
of different kinds, which pay only a fixed annual 
acknowledgment or lents, and that in general 
much below the medium rate of rents - m the 
provinces : thefe are called jaghires, which are 
grants from the crown to individuals, or talooks, 
which are grants from the nabob or prince to in- 
dividuals ; and Mr. Verelft informed your ■ com- 
mittee, -that thefe jaghires and talooks vary in the 
nature of their tenure ; the jaghires beingx,fome- 
times to the grantees for life only, and fome- 
times for the life of other perfons in the fame 
family; but the talooks do more regularly de- 
feend to the heirs of the firft grantees, than the 
iaehircs. 
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.Tight of making fuch alterations in thefc duties* 
*are as they thought proper. And that the coni^ 
pany, fince they have been poflefied of the faid 
* revenues, have likewife exercifed the right of mak- 
ing alterations therein* - 
'And your committee find, that the farms of 
cxclufive privileges, which make a part of the 
•faid revenues, are farms of privileges of exclufivc 
trade ; and it appears to your committee that the 
faincdid exift before the company became poflefied 
of thefc revenues ; and your committee finds that 
the fines and forfeitures* which are fiated as 
•parts'of the faid revenues, are fines and forfeitures 
for breaches of law, criminal, civil, or ‘religious* 
of the faid country. 

• Your committee proceeded next to inquire in 
what manner thefe revenues are collected ; and 
•they find, that the duan coilefls the fame, by 
leafing them out, either to the rajah or zemindars, 
■who are confidered as having a fort of hereditary 
right, or at lcaft a right of preference to the leale 
•of the revenues of the province, to which they 
refpeftively belong ; or. other farmers under the 
names of Izodars and other appellations ; or to 
officers appointed by government under the names 
of Fowzdars, Raumils and Fuflildars, with all whom 
the government make in general annual engage- 
ment for the revenues of the feveral diftrifts. 

And your committee having enquired, whether 
the company have ever difmiflVd any of the rajors 
or zemindars of this provinces, they find, that the 
rompany -have taken into their bands the revenues 
of the provinces of Burdwan and Nuddea, upon 
*ihc rajor cf the faid provinces falling in arrear of 
‘ • • rent 
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rent ; and that a fupport Was allowed by the com- 
pdny to the faid rajah. 

And your committee find* that an annual rent- 
foil of the faid provinces, called the Bundibus, is 
renewed and fettled every year at a feitiral, called 
the paonah ; which is ufually held in the month of 
May, for Bengal, and in the month of September 
for Bahar : and your committee refer to the jour- 
nals of the 28th ot April, 1767 * when a rent-roll. 
Or bundibus, for the province of Bengal, for the 
year 1765, was laid before rhehoufe, to (hew 1 the 
paturd andtform of this inftrument ; and they have 
added in the appendix of this report* a rent- 
roll, or bundibus, for the province of Bahar, for 
the like purpofe. 

And your coinmitte find, that in fettling the faid 
rent-roll, the government firft endeavours to treat 
for the revenues of each province, ordifiridt, where! 
there is a rajah or zemindar, with loch rajah or ze- 
(mndar; and if the rajah or zemindar does not 
come to an agreiment with goverment, an officer 
is appointed to fupcrintfcnd the collections, which 
collections are na-.e by .fuch officer in the names 
of the rajah or zemindar, and his own ; public or- 
ders bring ifiued in their joint names j and in di- 
ftridts where thefe is no rajah or zemindar, they 
endeavour to treat with the prefent farmer ; and if 
ftich farmer does not come to an agreement with 
government, the lands and revenues he holds, arc, 
in fuch cafe, let to feme other farmer for (he belt 
tent w hich can be procured* or taken into the hands 
of government. 

And your committee find, that after the general, 
rent-roll is thus fettled , between the government 
2 S and 
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and the feveral rajahs, zemindars, farmers and 0 * 
rhers, under different names ; tliefe again make 
their agreements with thole of leffer degree, cither 
with the ancient occupiers or tenants, called,- ryotts, 
or with new tenants. And Mr. Verclft informed 
your committee, that by the ancient rule 6f go- 
vernment, agreements with the ryotts for lands, 
which they and their families have held, were con- 
lidered as facred, and that they were not to be re- 
moved from their poffeffions, as long as they con- 
formed to the terms of their original contracts *, but 
that this rule had not always been duly obferved. 

And your committee having inquired whether 
the rajah, zemindar, farmer, or collector, have a 
right to lay any new duties, or augment the old 
ones, by their own authority : they find, that they 
have no fuch right : it appeared, however, to your 
committee, by the evidence, of Peter Michell, 
Efq; ferretary' to the faid company, and of Samuel 
Wilkes, Efq; examiner of India correfpondence, 
that the books and correfpondence of the company 
afford many inftances of the countrv having been 
exceedingly diftreffed by additional [axe's levied by 
the zemindar, farmer, or collector ; 1 but not fo 
much by the two former as by theiatter, and Mr. 
Verelft informed your committee, that he believed 
that the aforefaid officers and collectors had levied 
new duties oraugmented the oldones,iy their own 
authority, in every pare and corner of the coun- 
try ; ajid that they did this much more, before the 
company was in pofiefilon of the dewaonee, than 
fince; and he added, that the government have; a 
right to call upon them for every thing fo col- 
lected ; and that they have been called to an ac- 
count. 
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count, fince the company held the dews n nee, ’in 
fevcral inftances. 

And your committee find by the correfpondence 
of the company, that the prefident and council at 
Fort William, are endeavouring to afccrtain the 
amount of the muffuful collections, or the revenues 
levied by the rajah, zemindar, or farmer, in the 
fcveral diftriCts of Bengal, in order to fix the pro- 
fits of the faid rajah, zemindar, or farmer, at a 
ftated and reafonable fum, to prevent in future 
undue charges in the collections, and to prefervc 
the ryotc from oppreffion by undue, additional,* 
and arbitrary demands. > . •> 

Your commitcee proceeded next to inquire into 
the produce of thele revenues, and to enable the 
houfe to judge, whether the fame have increafed 
or dimimfiied,- fince they have been in the hands 
of the company ; your committee were defirous of 
knowing, what had been the produce of the 
faid revenues, while the provinces where they are 
collected were under the anttent government of the 
mogul or nabob ; and having examined' Mr. 
Michell and Mr. Wilkes, your committee were in- 
formed by^hem, that there is not to be found in 
the books or correfpondence of the company, any 
general Hate ment of the faid revenues, uhile.thefe 
provinces were under the government before-men- 
tioned : but Mr. Verelfl; informed your committee, 
that having caufed the records of the government 
of Bengal at Muxadavad to be examined, lie found 
Suja Khan, who was feated on the mifnud or 
throne in the year 17^8, ufed his befl endeavours 
to increafe the revenues, and that the net revenues 
arifing trom the whole of that province, except 

from 
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from the diftricts of Burdwan, MIdnapore, Chit- 
fagong, and the twenty-four Calcutta purgunnahs, 
•were thep as follows, viz. 

Bicca Rupees. 

Crown rent - £>,656,8 84 9 4 a 

A collection for thp expence 

of hisown houfe - - 2 ,391,356 260 

Jaghire to the buxey of the 

empire - - 110,238 3 10 1 

Jaghire to the duan - - 452*171 9 16 3 

A cclledtjon for the pay- 
ment pf troops in garrt- 
fon - - 241,109 043 

A colleftion for defrajmg 

marine expences - - 1^013,792 14 11 2 

A further collection for 

troops in garrifon - - 42,318 3 00 

Sicca rupees 10,907,870 to 13 3 
Current pupeesat 2. 3. each 12,053,129 12 11 o 

Or pounds fieri. 1,429,477 2 6 O 

During the reign of SufHrz Khan, the revenues 
of this country continued urdir the like regula- 
tions, and no alteration were made by him, but 
$vhen Alhverdi Khan having killed his predfeefier, 
ufurped the government , he was cooipeiled upon 
the Morattas invading Bengal, to the payment of 4 
phour, one-fourth of the cflimated original crown 
revenue; the amount of this chout v.as agreed to 
be ficca rupees 1,104,262 6 7, for defraying of 
y/hiphj an additional collection was made in the 
, tne 
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the provinces; and this, with fomc further' taxes 
for the expence, for building and other charges, rai- 
ded the aforefaid revenues in his time, to the amount 
of 13,282,960 2 17 1, or 1,733,426 pounds 
flerling ; and the revenues continued in this Bate 
until the foubahdary of Cofilm Ally Khan, who 
was feated on the irifnud m the year 1760, when 
he laid an additional tax of one, and rupees, 
450,164 z 9, which being added to the former 
revenues of 13,282,960 2 17 1, made the 
■whole of thefe revenues in his time amount to 
13,733,124 561, or, 11,792,172 pounds fieri. 

Mr. Verelft further informed your committee, 
th 3 t he had not mararials fufficienc to afcertain the 
progreffive raife in the revenues in the province of 
Bahar, or in the diftri&s of Burdwan, Midnapore, 
or the Calcutta purgunnahs ; but he prefumes they 
mult have kept peace with thofe.of the other parts 
of the country ; that the province pf Chittagong was 
conquered about the year 1665, by a regulation 
Aurangebe, and that the defence of it was for fome 
time a heavy expence to government ; but the in- 
habitants afterwards greatly increafmgand the lands 
being improved by cultivation, the revenues ari- 
fing from them afligned to feveral officers, com- 
manding their troops, for the defence of their coun- ' 
try on condition that they kept up a fufficient’force 
for that purpofe ; the lands under their management 
fcontmuing afterwards to that purpofe, fo as they 
yield a fum confiderable above the real charge of 
the force neceiTary for the defence of the province^ 
the government claimed a ffiare thereof, fo that a- 
bout the year 1713, a crawa rent was fixed on thofe 
lands amounting to ficca rupees 68,422, 10 7^ in 

addi- 
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addition to the revenues raifed for the defence of 
the province ; which crown rents have fince been 
called the original rent, and on which every fubfe- 
quent encreate has been calculated. Between the 
years 1713 and 1727, the rents of this province 
was railed fopr annus or one fourth part ; from 
1727 to 17345 it was raifed one fourth part more ; 
and by feveral fubfeqcent augmentations, every 
rupee of original crown rent was encreafed in the 
year 1759 to 4 13 10^ rupees ; and the ancient 
rent of rupees 68 422 10 7^ was thereby raifed 
to the fum of 331, 529 1 15, belides fevcral other 
extraordinary taxes levied for the fupport of go- 
vernment under various pretences. 

Your committee having thus obtained the beft 
information they were able of the ancient flate of 
thefe revenues; they proceeded next to enquire, 
what they had produced fincc the company be- 
came poflefled of them *, and for that purpofr, hav- 
ing’called for a ftatement of the revenues of Ben- 
gal and Bahar, including the province of Burdtvan, 
Midnapore, Chittagong, and twenty-four Calcutta 
purgunnahs, from the time the company became 
pofltfled of them refpettivcly ; the following ac- 
count was produced to your committee which the 
fervants of the company informed them is as per- 
fect as can be produced from any account tran- 
fmitted to the court of directors. 

The Bate of the Bengal revenues, {hewing the 
grofs receipts and the charge's of collc&ions, &c. 
charges in each jear, from the time the company 
became pofTcfled of each of thefe revenues, is as 
follows: 

£• ftalinff 
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£. llerling 

From ] 

May 17*8, to April 1 

'759» - 57.25s 

from 

1756 to 

1760 

- Ditto 

From 

1760 to 

1761 

- - 25.75+ 

From 

1761 to 

1762 

- - : 163,888 

From 

1762 to 

17 6 3 

- - - 6 77 ,Ss 2 

From 

1762 to 

1764 - - 

- - 6j5.'99 

' From 

1764 to 

*7^5 - - 

“ " - 631,416 

From 

1765 to 

I766 

' - 606,132 

From 

17 66 to 

1767' - - 

- - - Ditto 

From 

1767 to 

I768 - 

- - 2.550.09+ 

From 

1768 to 

1769 - - 

- - 2,451,255 

From 

1769 to 

1770 - - 

- - 2,401,191 

From 

1776 to 

1771 - - 

- - 2,118,294. 


The rife and fall of a revenue, as well as any 
deviation from the agreements, made a rife from 
two caufes, the balances of proceeding years being 
brought into the current year, or remifTions in the 
revenues on account oflofles by draughts or exccflive 
rains, as well as the mifeonduft of the farmers. 

It appears by the nabob’s funnud granting to the 
company the twenty-four purgannah’s that there 
was to be an annual payment to him for the 
king's rent of the fum of rupees 222,958; it is fup-' 
pofed the above fum, was on account of thefc 
rents preceeding the grant of them to lord Clive 
as a jaghire. 

The committee proceeded next to enquire into 
the feveral payments, that have been made out 
of the faid revenues by virtue of any treaties or 
agreements entered into by the prefident and coun- 
cil of Calcutta, or the _fclc£t committee there, or 

by 
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by any order made by them* or by order 6f iiiS 
court of directors in England. 

And the committee found, that by articles of 
agreement between -the king, Shah Allum, and the 
nabob Nudjtimal Dowlah, Auguft 19th, 1765, to 
which the company were made guarantees, a tri- 
bute of 26 licks “per annum, was agreed to be paid 
to the faid Shall Allum out of the revenues of Ben- 
gal, Bahar and Orfxa And by an agreement 
made with the" afore faid Nudjutn al Dowlah, Sep- 
tember 30th,’ 1765, the annual ftipend of 
5,386 131-9, was'agreed tobe^paid to the faid na- 
ns an adequate allowance for the fupport of the 
mzamuc. 

And by the agreement made between Syelf 
at Dowlah and the governor and council of Fort 
William, 1766, the annual ftipend of 4,186,131 9, 
was agreed to be paid to the faid nabob , for the 
ptirpofe above-mentioned. And by an agreement 
made March 2tft, 1770, the .annual fum of 
3,181,991 9, was agreed to be paid by the go- 
vernor and council of Fort William, to the nabob 
Mabemkul Dowlah. 

"And in 1771, it was ordered that the nabobs 
{Upend fiiould be reduced' to 16 lacks of rupees 
per annum, during his minority ; and by the order 
of the feleft committee at Calcutta, dated Deccm- 
bcr.jrft, 1766, and an allowance of 12 lacks of ru- 
pees per annum, was fettled upon the minifters, 
Reza Kavm, Roy Doolub, and Shitabroy, to 
Commence from the 3 1 ft of January, 1767, which 
allowance was afterwards divided in the following 
proportion. 

J ‘ To 
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5*0 Mahomed Reza Kawn - 9 lacks jper annum* 

- Roy Doollub - 2 / 

Shdtabroy - - 9 9,996 rupees. 

Befides the above-mentioned allowances, - lord 
Clive and the felcdfc committee allotted Shiltabroy 
a monthly allowance of 25,000 rupees. 

Mahomed Reza Kawn’S falary was afterwards 
reduced from nine to five lacks. In confequencfc 
of the evils fuffered by the late famine in Bengal, 
the governor and fcledfc committee, on the 26th of 
May 1770^ ordered 30 lacks of rupees at leaft to 
be flopped out of the tribute to the king, and the 
allowances to the nabobs and minifters. 

In con fide ration of the merit of the family of the 
Seats to the company, the governor and council of 
Fort William agreed , that a chifri of the Seats to 
the amount of 21 lacks of rupees, lent to the late 
nabob Meer Jaffier, for the fupport of his and the 
Hnglifh army, fhould be paid in equal proportions 
by the company and nabob, at certain flared pe« 
riods, within the courfe of ten years. Several other 
payments were made out of the revenues of the 
dewannee, fince the company became poflefied of 
them, on account of reftitution for private lofles in 
the war with Coflim Ally Kawn, and of donations 
to the army and navy for-thrir fervices on tharbe- 
cafion. When the wat broke out with-Compi 
Ally Kawn, in the year 1763, .and a refolurion 
was taken by the prefident and council of Fort 
William, to reflore Meer Jafiier to the fubahflupy 
in confequence of which, they entered into a treaty 
with him, by which he agreed to rctmburfc to all 
Vot* III. 3 T pri-* 
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private perfons the amount of fuch Ioffes, as they 
•might fuftain m their trade in the country j and as 
he fhould not be abfetodifchargethtsin ready mo- 
ney, to give afligoment of lands for the fame, and 
upon the fame occafion the faid Meer Jafficr promi- 
fed adonacionof 25 lacks of rupees to the army. 

Meer Jaffier gave to the commander of the fleet 
an engagement in writing for the payment of 
twelve lacks and a half of rupees to the navy ; a 
large proportion of the reflitution-money, and of 
the donation to the army v/as paid by Meer Jaffier, 
his fucceflor, while they were in pofTeflion of the 
dewannee, but no part of the donation to the navy 
was paid by them. At a general court it was re- 
commended to the court of directors, to caufe fo 
much of the donation to the navy, as could be re- 
covered, to be paid out of the arrears of the reve- 
nues due to the nabob of Bengal ; and for fo much 
as the faid arrears fhould fall fiiorr of the amount 
of the faid donation, fo be paid out of the com- 
piny’s dewannee, at fuch reafonable tiroes as lhall 
be moll convenient to their affairs ; 'and the court 
of directors gave orders conformable to the faid re- 
folution, to the prefident and council at Fort Wil- 
liam, for the immediate payment out of the revenues 
of Bengal, Baiiar andOrixa, ofw hat remained un- 
paid of the reflitution-money, to the feveral per- 
ions to whom it was due^ according to their claims, 
as. admitted and Itqu dated by the committee. The 
ba’ance unpaid to the claimants of the refhtution- 
fund vs as ordered to be paid in Bengal, as foon as 
the {late of the company’s treafiiry would permit. 
The prefident and council at Fort William had 

drawn 
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drawn bills on the court of directors for one moiety 
of the navy donation, which bill* appear by an 
account delivered into the committee to the amount 
of 76,049!. and they had agreed to give interelt- 
lanris to the navy agents at Fort William for the 
other moiety, and to give them bills on the court of 
dire£tor$ r in exchange for" the faid'bonds, when 
the treafury at Fort William Ihould be open. 

The prefident and council at Fort William paid 
on account of reftitmion for private ioftc» on the 
12th day of May 1766, current rupees gj&'.ooo, 
and to the army agent 00 account of the donati- 
ons, current rupees 150,000, then 24,000 and 
laftly current rupees 145,632; biing the balance 
-of that account, the tond amount of claims for refti- 
tution allowed, was current rupees 5,56 8,000 and 
the balance remaining" unpaid 1,533,818. 

The court of directors ordered that' out of the 
feveral deductions directed to be made from the al- 
lowance of the nabob, and the ftiptnds to the mi- 
nifters,.as was before dated, the fums paid by the 
company to the army and navy on account of the 
«■ donations debts due, and ftipulatcd payments to in- 
dividuals, fhuuld firfl be wholly fatisfied and reim- 
burfed to the company ; and fuch farther fums as 
fnould arife from the faid reductions, fhould be 
applied from time to time to clear the balance un- 
paid to the claimants of the reftitution fund, and 
alfo the donation of two lacks to colonel Monro, 
promifcd to him by Meer Jaffier, in confideration 
of his having relinquifhed a jaghire in Bengal grant- 
ed to him by the king, at luch proportions as the 
refpedtive claims may bear to each other, until the 
whole fball be difeharged. 


-And 
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; And the committee having enquired wheths? 
any jaghires had been granted out of thefe reve 3 
«ues, fir.ce the company became poffefied of them, 
they found that a jaghire had been granted to Dol- 
abram amounting to 187,500 rupees per annum 
pait of two pcrgunnahs were alfo granted. 

-Rupees 

To Moneer zel Dowlah - - value 56,649 

To Mr. R. Cawn, one jaghire - ditto 16,064. 

To ditto one other jaghire - - ditto 19,788 

And to ditto one other jaghire - ditto 24/234/ 

It 1 appeared that thb jaghire of Dolabram was 
granted by'the king Shah Allum ; and according 
to $ letter of Mahomed Reza Cawn, to thtf noble 
prefident of Fore William, Mr. K. Cawn fays, 
* r N My lord you are pleafed out of your favours tq 
confer upon me a jaghire.” And finpe the com- 
pany became pofiefied of the faid revenues certain 
iiims' have been paid out of them to the prefidems 
and other fervanrs of the company in India, under 
the name of commifiion. An allowance was or- 
dered to be made by the court of directors to 
their prefidenr, Mr.'Vanfittart. and to the prefident 
fur the time being, of a commifiion of two and hair 
per cent, to be deduced from the net annual re- 
venue of their acquired territoiics, to be paid at* 
the dole of every' year. This allowance was af- 
terwards confirmed by the court of dire&ors as a 
fettled and invariable emolument to every gover- 
nor i and fo long as Mr. Vanfittart was to continue 
jn the government of Bengal, he was allowed q 
pom million of two and a half per cent, of all fuch' 

revenues 
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revenues ns have or may rife out of, the grants' 
from Cofilm ally Kawn, and the payment was to 
commence with the ceffion of thofe countries ; ad- 
ding that this additional emolument was' cxprefsly 
to be underftood as a diftindt reward due to the 
perfonal meric of the laid prefident, Mr. Van- 
littart, and was abfolutely to ceafe upon his quiting 
the government ; it was not to be claimed or any 
ways pretended to by thur future governors, whole 
fixed emoluments, very handfome and extenfive, 
were to be confined to the orders and regulations of 
the 13th of March, 17615 the fum of 6000I. per 
annum was allowed lord Clive, as prefident and 
governor, to be paid him monthly, and to com- 
mence upon his arrival in Bengal ; which allowance 
together with one per cent. ’out of the 25 per cent, 
coinage duty, was' to be in full conlideration 
for all his fervices, both civil and military; and 
his lordlhip was confequently to have no allowance 
whatever, by way of commifiion or othenvife, out 
of the revenues from any of the territorial acqui- 
fitions whatfoever. In confideration of lord Clive’s 
having relinquifhed five lhares to which he was en- 
titled in the capital (lock of the focicty of trade, as 
well as every other commercial benefit and advan- 
tage, they did afiign to his lordfhip, as an equivalent 
for the fame ; a commifiion of 1 £ per cent, upon the 
revenues of Bengal and Bahar ; and as'Mr. Verelfi 
was to have the charge of the government for fe- 
vcral months after his lordlbip’s departure, the fc- 
]e£l committee further refolved, that Mr. Verelfi 
fhould in like manner draw the commifiion of 1 •§ 
upon the revenues of Bengal and Bahar, until he 
should have refigned the government. The couri 
' 1 ' * o, 



cf directors ordered that the allowance of i £ per 
cent, commiffion on the dewannee revenues, fct- 
tied by the governor and council on the prefidenr, 
for relinqutlbing all fiiare in the fait trade, fhould 
abfolutely determine and ceafe upon the firft of 
September j 767 . 

As the trade of their fervants was to be confined 
to the articles of export and import only, in which 
they would be greatly affeded by the great de- 
mands for extending the company’s inveftmems v 
and confidering the great increafe'of bufinefsin 
which their fervants were necefTarily engaged, and 
which demanded the utmoft careand attention, they 
were come to a refolution to give them a rcafona- 
ble encouragement to exert themfelves with zeal 
and alacrity in their feveral departments * but 
<vhich they were to look upon as a free gift from 
the hands of their employers, offered to them an- 
nually fo long as the prefimt revenue Ihould re- 
main with the company, and ( their behaviour 
fhould continue to merit fuch a reward *, and they 
directed, that they fhould draw out an annual ac- 
count of the fum received from rhe dewannee, de- 
'duding thereout the ftipulated payment to the 
king, and the allowance to the nabobs and mini- 
llers ; and alio of the icvenues of the provinces of 
Byrdwan, Midnapore, Chittagong, and the Cal- 
cutta pergunnahs, from which wereto bededuded 
Lord Clive’s jaghirr, and the ordinary charges 
of colledion ; and upon the amount of the faid 
net revenues, they were thereby indulged to draw 
a commiffion of 2 1 per cent, and that the fu’m 
which fhould be the produce of the faid 2 1 per 
cent, was to be divided into one hundred parts, or 

Ihares, 
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(hares. /The large proportion allowed to the go* 
vernor of 2 f per cent, was in conGderation of hrs 
relinquishing, and not being concerned in any 
trade whatever, even in articles of import and ex- 
port, and likewife of relinquiftiing nHprefcnts and 
gratifications, as exprefied in the deed of renunci- 
ation, entered on by* Lord Clive, approved and 
confirmed by the court of directors, who directed 
that all governors fliould execute the like inftru- 
nient on their entering into their office ; as their 
inducement for annexing fo great an appointment 
to the ftation of prefident and governor, was in full 
expectation of his giving up his whole time and at- 
tention to the faithful difcharge of his dutv 1 and 
that being excluded from ‘all trade himfclf, he 
might be vigilant in watching and dete&ing all 
abufes committed by others.. The fiiares of the 
commiffion were in addition to his falary of 
3000 1 . per ann. and his mint duty, &c. The 
(hares to the other fervants were to be in ad- 
dition to their falaries, diet money, and the pods 
they might refpedlively hold. 

The court of dirc&ors, by their inductions to 
the fupervifors, fent out in 1769, gave orders for 
preventing all monopolies in fait, bcctle-nut, and 
tobacco, and laid open the faid trade to their fer- 
vants, by declaring that it was their intention^ 
that the faid trade be laid open to all perfons, as 
well natives as Europeans, and that Englifli fub- 
jects (hould be permitted to trade therein, only 
upon the fame footing, and under the fame duties 
and rcftridlions as natives or other fubjefts. 

Theft orders for opening the trade inro execu- 
tion, were afterwards repealed, by publifiiing the 
\ ' ful- 
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following notice : “ That the honourable feafi* 
India company had been pleafed to lay open the 
trade in fait, beetle-nut, and tobacco, throughout 
the Bengal provinces, and that all perfons, Whe- 
ther Europeans or others, were hereby permitted! 
to engage in it, fubjedt to the regulations already 
enforced, and to fuch others as might hereaftef 
be made by the members of the adminiftration.” 

Not long after opening the trade in the manner 
before-mentioned, a certain native, named Harpa- 
xam, declaring that he had afted on account of the 
governor and council, feizedby force feveral parcels 
of fait, which being finally prepared, had the feal 
of theperfon to whom they belonged, which fe.il 
he took, off, and in its Head affixed his own. Com- 
plaints of a fimilar nature had been made againrf 
Harparam for the fame- practices in forty-eight 
villages, which he did not deny ; ‘and the feals fo 
fixed appeared in many inftanccs to be inferibed 
u Mr. Charles Floyer and company, Saheleung/’ 
This lad word, is a word of authority, command- 
ing refpedt. 

The faid refident informed the committe of the 
revenue, that having examined the orders which 
Harparam had received from his conflitucnts, he 
found that he was directed only to make fair ad- 
vances for fait, and to receive it as it was made, 
and put it into golahs. But without regard to 
equity and jufiicc, he forced his advances on the 
Molangces, and on the ftrength thereof, had ac- 
tually feized the fait contra&cd for, and delivered 
to other merchants, crating the marks of the 
owners, and flamping that of his employers 
thereon. Such a lawlcfs condutt merited a public 
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sfiid' local punifiimcnt, as ah example to others ; 
becaufc, if refpeft to the gentlemen by whom he 
was employed, and whofc orders he had exceeded, 
the refident was induced to refrain from inflicting 
it, nevcrthclefs he thought it his duty to fend him 
to them, under a guard of fcapoys, that upon exa- 
mining the depositions of the falt-makers, they 
might take with him what mcafures they thought 
the nature of his offence required. It does not ap- 
pear that farther proceedings were carried on in 
this bufinefs. 

The committee appointed by the houfe of com- 
mons proceeded now to enquire into the abufes 
and mifmanagement, by which the company’s re- 
venues had been diminifhed. They found that 
- the company, claimed large fums as owing to them 
T>y fcvcral perfons for duties on fait and bectlc- 
nut ; and it was impoflible to Ihcw the nature and 
amount of thefe claims, without laying before the 
houfe "a Gate of the fcvcral tranfattions on which 
they are founded, * 

They began by Gating what were the duties on 
fait, beetle nut, and tobacco, before the company 
became poffefied of the dewannee ; they found by 
a report of Mahomet Reza Katvn, entered on the 
felett committee’s confultations, the 25th of De- 
cember, 1767, that under the government of the 
nabobs, the^ duties on fait madejn Bengal, was 
a | per cent, paid by Mufiulmen, and 5 per cent, 
paid by Gentoos ; they find alfo, there were cer- 
tain duties paid on beetle-nut 2nd tobacco, but 
they cannot afeertain by the correfpondencc of the 
company, what the rate of the faid duties was, e*" 
cept that in the company’s o’an lands, beetle* 5 **^ 

' - 17 
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appears to' have paid a chokee duty from - 5 16 to 
rupees per boat, according to the fize ; add alfo 
a khallory rent of three rupees per khallory, 

■ But in the year 1762, the prefident and council 
eftablifhed a tax of 30 Sicca rupees, per khallory, 
and abolilhed all former duties. By the terms of the 
leafes which were then granted, the farmers were 
obliged to take upon themfelves the balanced due by 
theMolangees to .the renters for the Jaft year : this 
j-vas afterwards made a (landing order j and a claim 
being at that time made by the fait merchants of 
ancient balances due from the Molangees, the faict" 
jelaim was liquidated and fixed at 444,896" Arcot 
rupees ; and the governor and council agfeed to 
pay this balance to the merchants ; but in order to 
re-imburfe to the company the Aims fo paid, they 
laid a tax on the falc made at the faid khallorfcs, of 
ten Sicca rupees per hundred maunds. No mate- 
rial alteration was made in the above duties untill 
iheeftablUhment of thefocicty'and trade in 1765. 

The court of directors, by their letter of the ift 
of June, 1764, to the prefident and council at 
iForr William, ordered them to confulc the nabob 
concerning the carrying on the inland trade in fait, 
.beetle-nut, tobacco, and ocher articles, produced, 
.and confumed in the country, in fucli manner as 
•might be moft to his fatisfaftion and advantage, 
v nnd for the intereft of the company and their fer- 
.vants ; and to form an equitable plan for carrying 
on the faid trade j and to tranfmic the fame to 
them, accompanied with (uch explanations atid 
remarks, as might enable them to give their fenti- 
ments thereupon, in a full and explicit manner. 
TUfeieft committee at Fort Wiihair, by their 
• minute " 
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minute of the to h of Auguft, 1765 refolved, 
that the whole of the inland trade Ihould be earned 
on by an exclufive company, and that their exclu 
five right Ihould commence the ift of September 
following, and to continue to the 31ft of Auguft, 
176(1, and that all fait, beetle nut, and tobacco, 
produced in, and imported into Bengal, fhould be 
purchafed by the faid company , and that all other 
perfons (hould be prohibited from dealing therein. 

By a minute of the feleft committee of the rSth 
of September, 1765, it was then refolded, that the 
inland trade in the above articles Ihbuld be fubjeft 
to a duty to the company, after the follov/ing 
rates 

On fait, 35 per cent \alumg the 100 maunds at 
the rate of 90 Arcot rupees , and in confideritiort 
thereof, the prefent khallor) duty to be abo- 
lifted 

On beetle nut, t p percent on the prime coll 

On tobacco, 25 percent on ditto 

By this calculation the feleft committee hoped 
{hat a clear revenue of at lead too, 000 1 per ann 
■would be produced to the company , which ninute 
of the feleft committee was confirmed by the no 
ble prefident and council, the 25th of September 
following 

The feleft committee, m their letter to the court 
of diredors, of the 30th of September, 1765, gave 
it as their opinion, that the fatd duties would pro- 
duce a clear revenue of 120,000 1 fterhng p"r an n 

The committee appointed for managing this 
monopoly being two members of the iele£> com- 
mittee, and two of the council, foliated the no* 
(fie prefident and council to grant them a deed t® 

iccu 
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fecure to the proprietors of the faid exclufive right,' 
the free and foie purehafe of fait, beetle nut, and 
tobacco, in the provinces of Bengal, Bahar, and 
Orixa, to the 3iftof Auguft, 1766, allowing fuf- 
iicient time to difpofe of luch purehafe for the fea- 
fon j which' deed \vas then ordered to be pre- 
pared by the prefident and council. But it does 
not appear in the books and correfpondence of the 
company, that the faid deeds were tranfmhted to 
the court of directors. 

After the eflabljfiimept of the faid fociety, the 
go^ ernor and council ordered feveral fums to be 
paid out of the rreafury of the company to fundry 
people for fait balances ; and the khallory's rents 
and fait duties in the company's own lands to the 
amount of 236,010 rupees, were appropriated by 
the fociety of trade' to their own ufe, during the 
years 1765 and 1766. 

Notwtthftanding a letter of the court of directors, 
pofuively forbidding their ferva'nts to have any con- 
cern in the trade of fait, beetle-nut and' tobacco, 
whatever government might be eftabhlhed, or 
whatever unforefeen circumftances might arife, it 
was determined by the right honourable the prefi- 
dent and the feleft committee, on the third of Sep- 
tember 17G6, to continue the exclufive fociety for 
the next jear. They augmented the duty to be 
paid to the company on fait, to 50 per cent, and 
on beetle-nut to 15 per cent, which, minute of the 
fel 8: committee was confirmed by the noble prefi- 
dent and council.. 

The court of dirp&ors.at laft infilled on the abo- 
lition of this monopolizing and oppreflive focietj, 
and that the inland trade fhould be totally reHo t 

, ^ quifhed. 
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xpillhed ; but they were indulged, notwithfhnding 
the command of the matters, by the governor and 
council, to enjoy their exclufive right one year lon- 
ger, to difpofe of their concerns, and under divers 
pretences the fociety was continued till September 
3768, 

The court of dire&ors tranfmitted in 1767, re- 
gulations for carrying on the fait trade in fucure, 
and directed a duty upon it to be collected, fo as to 
produce, upon the neared ettimation, no lefs than 
lOOjOOol. tterl. and no more than izo,oool. per 
annum, and if it was found neceflary, all fait im- 
ported was to pay the fame, or even a larger duty ; 
hnd all falc-makcrs were to deliver in every year, 
an account of the quantity made, and in what 
place the fame was landed, 

* The governor and council propofed feveral regu- 
lations for the fait trade, and that a duty be laid on 
that commodity of 30 ficca rupees per 100 maunds, 
to be paid by the purchafers, which according to 
their eftimate would produce, the fum required. 

" v The refident at the durbar, the colleftor-general 
and the chief at Patna, were inftrudted to put in 
execution, the regulations for the fecuring the 30 - 
per cent, duty on all fuch fair. They were alio in- 
fortned, that thefe regulations were meant only for 
the fait made Iaft feafon, and mot that belonging to 
the committee of trade, which was dittinguiflied 
hy its having a duftuck. 

The following is the account received by the 
Eaft-India company for duty on fait and beetle- 
nut, in the provinces of Bengal and Bahar, from 
the firft of September 1765, to June 18th, 1771. 

■ 
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The company received from the fociety of trade 
the following fums towards tl e firft year’s duties, 
and at the periods her ’after fpecified 

j 7 66 Sept 14 Cur. R. 200,000 

1767 October S - 250,0 00 

‘1768 April 8 - - 550000 

1769 May 31 - 120,000 

3769 September T3 » 31,000 

3770 March 29 - 106,121 

1,057,121 I ft. 118,9216 

The cpmpany receii $d from the fociety of trade 
an account of the duties for the fecond year the 
folowmg fums, and at the time fpecificd below. 

1768 February 3 - R 220,000 

2769 May 31 -- - 180,000 

0770 May 31 - - 25,000 

1771 June 18 - - 90,000 

l * 

. Cur R. 515,000 1 ft 57,937- 

The company received on account of the dew 
duties ordered to be collected in fait, and beetle 
nur at 30 rupees per 100 maunds for the year 
3769 70 

Sicca Rupees 254,271 I lterl 33,183 

The company received on the fame account for the 
t y ear l 77 ? 7 1 

Sicca Rupees 306,452 1 fieri 39 997 

And Cur Rupees 5 3 935 1 fieri 6,299 

256 342 
The 
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r~ 'Thigreateit receipt is fait By tHe foplety of irade 
in one year was, .2,936,42076-10 maunds, , which 
jvasiii a favourable feafon, and' they, eftimated 2S 
lacks of maunds as the quantity for fixing the duty 
ordered by the company to be colle&ed, 50 per 
cent, with fait provided in the provinces of Bengal, 
and Bihar* and 1 5 per cent, on beetle nut, would, 
according to the (iate of the fait trade at that 
time, produce to -the company from 12 to 13 lacks 
'of rupees per annum ; from whence it follows* 

• that the quantity of fait provided annually in Bengal' 
and Bahar, was thus fuppofed to amount to about 
28 lacks.' The quantity of foreign fait imported 
into Bengal* do not prevent the whole of what is 
produced in the country from being cohfumed. • : 

Upon the wholeof thefc tranfs&ions, the' com- 
ftiitecoblcrved, ,that If the company had received 
the revenue they v/ere entitled to, upon the lowefl: 
■calculations made; by their own fervants, at -the 
-time the feveral duties were impofed upon fait and 
beetle-nut, they would have received as follows : ’ 

*- For the>firft year of the fociety of trade, from 
September 1765.ro Auguft: 1 766, according to the 
loweft eiUmate of the ieleft committee 

; • ; . • • loo, 00O 

VFor the fecond year of the fociety of trade from 
September 1766, to Auguft 176 7, according to' 
•the loweft eftimate of the prefidentof Fort William,' 
when he propofed the continuance of the fa id fo- 
r dety for another year 135,000 for the four fubfe- 
‘quent years, according to tbe order’of the court of 
uire&ors, and the loweft eftimate of ; the committed 
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appointed by the governor and council of fort 
"William, in 1 ^ 63 , at ioo,oool; per annum,' 

£• 400,006 

& 635.000 


When in faft the company received from the 
fa id duties, during the before-mentioned period 
no more than the turn of 256,342 1. and the pay- 
ments of a principal part of this fum appear to have 
teen made at periods diftant from the time when 
they became due' ; the company’s treafury was at 
the fame time charged with the payment of feveral 
fait balances, and yet the fociety of trade received, 
for the two firfl; years, the duty which had been 
impofed to reimburfe the company the payment of 
fait balances of the like nature. 

The court of directors refolvcd that the com- 
pany folicitor, fhould in behalf of the company, 
profecute the perfons on whom they have de- 
mands on account of the duties on fait, beetle- 
nut and tobacco. 

And certain raxes under the name of Mhatoot 
have been raifed in the provinces of Bengal and 
Bahar, which have not been included in the gene- 
ral ftatement of the company’s revenues, "nor 
brought to the company’s account, except a fmall 
part which has been applied in defraying the ex- 
pences of repairing banks and bridges. 

The Mhatoot exhibits on one fide, the amounts 
of films collected fince the Englifh had acceded to 
the dewannee, by cefles under the name of Mha- 
toot, and on the other, the particulars of fundry 

expences 
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expences of the fircar, neither of which had ap-_ 
pea red in the public records, the former having 
never been included in the general ftatement’of 
tjhc revenues, tranfniitred annually ro Calcutta, 
nor the latter inferred in the treafury account, but 
both left under the management of the minifters. 
The reafon why thofe cedes were eftablifhed, and 
had been thus conduced appears in a letter of Mr. 
Sykes’s to Mr. Becher, on that gentleman refign. 
ing the office of refident at the durbar. Mahomet 
Reza Kawn afiured Mr. Sykes and the gentlemen' 
•who then compofed the fcledt committee, that fuc^ 
mode of collection was firft adopted. 

You will find, faid Mr. Sykes in his letter dated 
the 1 6 th of January, there are collections madefe- 
perate from the ftatement, viz. on account of the 
expences of the poonah *, this mode of defraying 
thefe expences was eftablifhed by lord Clive and 
the feleCt committee, and why they were not in- 
cluded in the ftatement, that the company might 
have a fair account of their grofs collections ar one 
view, 1 cannot conceive. It muft, I think, have 
arifen from the fear the gentlemen of the felefl: com- 
mittee had, that the company would not permit 
foch an expence to be kept up at the poonah, not- 
withftanding it is deemed fo neceflary in the eyes 
of the country people, and always held with the 
utmoft veneration. 

In a letter from lord Clive, general Carnac, and 
Mr, Sykes, to Mr. Sumner and the gentlemen of 
the council, they exprefied themfelves in the fol- 
lowing words, an sccoant of the expences before- 
mentioned. . ~ 

Ydl, III, 3 X 
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f We thought Ft by no means advifeable to de- 
viate upon flight occaflons from the 'eftabVilbed 
forms and cufloms of the anniverfary of the poo- 
pah, and therefore accepted for ourfelves and for 
you the'ufual prefents of a dre s and elephant to 
each, which (hall be forwarded by the the firft op- 
portunity, This expence has been formerly char- 
ged to the government, it muft therefore now be 
brought to the company’s account, but as the a- 
mount is very inconflderable,it is fcarce worth while 
to introduce any innovation that may tend to leflen 
our dignity in the eyes of the people. 

If the cuftom of giving dr c fits to thofe v.bo 
were employed in the collections, could not be 
abolifhed entirely with propriety, that expence 
might have certainly been greatly reduced. 

With regard to the charges of repairing bridges, 
banking the fides of the river, w ho ever had gone 
up and down through Murfliadabad by water, mull 
be fenfible of the very great expence of fupporting 
the banks of the river/ which to people in general, 
would appear a mod unreafonable charge. For- 
< mcrly thefe expences were defrayed by, and the 
conducing it entirely refted in particular zemin- 
dars, whofe lands were contiguous to thefe banks 
and bridges, and the zemindars were proportiona- 
lly eafed in their rents, but even then on extraor- 
dinary events, great .a (li (lance was given by the go- 
vernment. On this footing, nearly things remain- 
ed during the firft two years of the company’s hold- 
ing the deuannee, and the extra expence was 
charged in the treafury account, in 1 766. By the 
negleCt and inability of the zemindars, the banks 
\yere found to have gone greatly to decay, and by 

fome 
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fome of them giving way, the country \Vas over" 
flowed, and the city of Murfhadabad in Septem- 
ber 1767, in the greateft danger ; for which rea- 
fons an affeffrnent which had before refted with par- 
ticular zemindars, was excended to other diftriits. 

Mr. Becher obfervcd, that his predecefior had 
received from the cefles of Mhatoor, an allowance 
of 2000 rupees per month, and that on his apply- 
ing to Mahomed Reza Kawn for an explanation of 
that charge, he acquainted him, that Mr. Sykes’s 
table was fupplied from the diftrifts near the city 
of Murfhadabad, with feveral articles of provifion ; 
but that wconveniencies having attended that me-* 
thod, this cuftom was abolifhed, and Mr. Sykes 
received 2000 ficta rupees, as an equivalent. This 
allowance has been continued to the refident, and 
received by Mr. Becher, when he field that Na- 
tion ; Mr» Verelti gave his approbation to this ar-> 
rangement. It uas alfo agreed, that for the fu- 
ture the drefies ihould be bellowed on none but the 
afting officers of government, and the members 
of the admirtiflration ; and that the value fhould. 
be reduced as low as the appearances would admit# 
That the prefents to the mohuzes ihould be difcon- 
tinued as far as could be effected, without creating 
in them a difgutb to the fervice : that bearers fhould 
be allowed to thofe who travel on public duties* 
and to no others ; that the fum of 350,000 rupees 
fhould be fixed on to be raifed ; that a ftatement 
of that fum fhould be formed feperate, and that a 
new and equal afleflment thereof fhould take placti 
»n each diftndt, in proportion to its revenue, avoid-* 
ing thofe partialities which had been too vifible in 
the levying the Mhatoot. 


It 
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It appearirg that the 2,oco rupees per month 
mentioned in the refident’s letter, was a part of the 
3000 fettled by lord Clive, but not recorded, the 
relident was juftly called to an account. 

All arbitrary taxes whatever, mult be fo many 
Inftruments of oppreflion in the power of collec- 
tors ; was it not fo, how was it poflible that the 
Mhatoot, a fum by no means con fide rable in itfelf, 
fliould be'found fo heavy and intolerable a burthen 
on that extenfive country. Was it equitably divi- 
ded amongftall the diftrifts, it could not be called 
a grievance. The diredtors were therefore very 
folicitous to hear what progrefs the fupervifors 
fhould make on that objedtof their inquiries, fince 
they more than fufpedted the refult would lay open 
a molt ihiquitous feene of oppreflion and pecula- 
tion ; they were firuck with a never-ceafing accu- 
mulation of expence, and upon referring to the 
charges incurred before the company’s acceflion to 
the dewannee, they found c)iem Co /mall as 83,000" 
rupees ; but ever fince that period, each yepr had 
fwellcd the account, till it had exceeded all bounds. 
They were fenfible the cuftom of drefles made to . 
the board, had been one caufe, and the defraying 
occafional charges from the treafury, and not from 
the nabob’s confummary, had been another fttll 
greater fource of the increafe. As to the firft, the 
inftitutton came from lord Clive, when he attended 
the firft poonah, after the grant of the dewanee ; 

It was recommended by his lordftiipto the coun- 
cil, as a form that coft little, and was neverthelefs 
eflential to the digntry of the adminiftration. It 
bad been continued from that pretended motive, 
but intereft, had a place in matters ever fo trivial. 

The 
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The grand abufe which had , been encrcafing 
yearly, was in the admiflion of every rank to that 
honour, by which not only the charges had been 
augmented, but the intention of the cUftom itfclf 
perverted ; for from bellowing any' particular dif- 
tinttion on the members of the board, it had been 
the means of confounding all diltinftions. 

The new tax fince the year 1 767, having been 
impofed upon an extraordinary calamity, which 
had not happened for years before ; they faw no 
reafon, after the banks had undergone one tho- 
* rough repair, why fo large a fum fliould ftill have 
been levied. As for the falary of the refident, ft 
was fettled by lord Clive and Mr. Sykes, without 
being recorded. It appeared that the whole of the 
fum expended in the courfe of five years, under 
the feveral heads to which the taxes called mhatoot 
were applied, amounted to ficca rupees 2,172,102 
or J. fterh 283,4 58. 

Were the cclfes collected in a lefs oppreflive 
manner, they would yield a furplus towards the 
large debt due to the merchants. The governor 
and council of Fort William having opened the 
packet addrefled to the fupervifors, who were Tent 
'out in 1769, they found therein, amongft other in- 
‘ II ru&ions of the court of directors, an order, for- 
bidding prefenrs ro,be made on any occafion w'hac- 
foever, particularly at the time of the poonah, other 
‘than a few gold rupees, or fuch fmall taxes of 
friendthip and refpedt as the ancient cuflom of the 
empire lhould have made necelTary and the go- 
vernor and council ,then came to feveral refoluti- 
ons, which W’ereTignificd to the committee of rc- 
%enues at Murfiiadabad, to the following effect. 

' Thai 
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That the honourable the prefident fliould receivd 
one khallantj not exceeding 5000 ficca rupees. 

That the chief of the council at Murffiadabad 
fliould receive uic khailant, not exceeding in value 
2000 ticca rupees. Each of the remaining eight 
members of the board at Calcutta, including the 
commander in chief of the forces Ihould receive a 
fum not exceeding 1000 ticca rupees. 

'The members of council of revenue at Murflia- 
dabad, afuen not exceeding 500 ficca rupees. 

That no other European fliould receive any pre-' 
fent at the annual ceremony of poonah, but the 
prefent made to the nabob on account of his dig- 
nity, was not to be diminifhed. 

That a khailant thould be allowed to Mahomed 
Reza Kawn of 4000 ficca rupees, and the expence 
to the inferior officers of government, fliould be 
retrenched as much as poffible. * , 

The governor and council ordered in a fubfe-* 
quent letter that the expeneeof khallants to the offi- 
cers of government to be reduced to 60,000 
rupees* 

The committee obferving, as well from the let- 
ter of Mr. Bccher before-mentioned, dated the 
28th of March 1770, as from the letter of the fe- 
left committee before-mentioned, of the 28th of 
April 1770, that there were the ftrongeft reafons 
to fuppofc, that arbitrary cefles under the name of 
mhatoot, were levied by the colleftors in fcveral 
provinces, befides what were accounted for to the 
government at Murfhadabad ; and that the fclcft 
committee were, on tbataccounr, very fnheitous to 
.hear what progrefs had been made by the fupcrvifors % 
in this objeft of inquiry, fince they more than fuf- 1 

petted 



ppedted the refult would lay open a moll Iniqui- 
tous fcene of opprcffion and fpeculatlon, as is be- 
fore-mentioned ; your committee thought it right 
ro inquire what information had been transmitted 
to the court of dire&ors, on the fubjeft of ..mha- 
toot; and extraordinary collections made in the fe- 
veral diftri&s of Bengal and Bahar ; and they find, 
by a letter of Mr. Middleton from Dura, dated 
18th of May 1771, who was then upon a progrcfs 
into the faid diftridt, when the faid diftridt had 
paid a large annual mhatoot, which, in the llate- 
ment tranlmitted by him, appears to have amounted 
to rupees 1 ! 16,496,103; and he adds, that part of 
the money fo calledtcd, was remitted in the laffc 
year to Murfhadabad, towards defraying the char- 
ges of Bha Khullaur, and that the remainder was 
difburfed and mifapplied by the officers of the go- 
vernment at Decca , but that he had then abolifh- 
cd the mhatoot, and that the amount of it would 
be fet forth as an article of increafing in the new 
fettlement ; and in another letter of Mr Middle- 
ton’s, dated 13th of April 1771, he fays, that a 
company of feapoys and forty burgudafies, retain- 
ed there for the ufe of the collections, had till 
then been paid from a fund accumulated under the 
denomination of mhatoot ; and that the expenccs 
of the duakes eftabhfhed in that place, Murfhida- 
bad, Chittagong and part of the way to Calcuira, 
had been detra)ed in the like manner. 

The committee finds, that Mr. G. G.Ducarell, 
fupervifor of Purnea, in his letter to Richard 
Becher, Efq; refident at the durhar, dated 17th 
of Auguft 1769, reprefents, ‘‘That the company 
have received a yery confiderable revenue from 

that 
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1*776, reprefents, <( That befides the avowed wit* 
ge$ to the aumtls in our diflri&s, they' h2d num- 
bcrlefs perquifitcs, the amount totally unafcercain-* 
ably, not confifling of a prefentage on the cot* 
ledtions, but chiefly in rufoons eftablifhed, as to 
the articles but not the fums; not to mention what 
was gathered under the denomination offalamies 
and this Tupervifor dates the mhatoot of his dtftrifts 
at rupees 12,191,8 and falamies at rupees 1579* 
And Mr. G. G. ’Ducarel^ the fuperVifor of 
Furnca, in a letter on Murfhadabad conful rations* 
of the 13th December 1770, reprefents, “ That 
it has been annually the cuftom there, even long 
antecedent to our coming to the dewannee, at the 
time when the ryotts had nearly paid their rents, 
according to the putta or agreement, to lay on fur- 
ther afielfments there* called bharre and gundar, 
(which are words peculiar to that province, and 
have the fame meaning at Mhatoot in Bengal) 
bither from real or pretended deficiencies : that ar- 
bitrary fines, under the name of Aboal Foudigarg, 
were an intolerable vexation to alt orders of people, 
and one fource of the appearance of poverty, which 
all men -in the diftridts are defirous of putting on, 
and confeque-mly a' great check to induftry, by 
preventing thofe who had money front employing 
it with freedom ; that thefc fines were farmed as 
part of the jumna or rent-roll of each purgunnah, 
and thofe of the town of Purra to the cut wall. The 
‘farmer who was benefited by the fine, was himfelf 
the judge of the delinquent,- and of the degree of 
the penalty to be infixed, which was levied, not 
according to the nature of the crime, but of the 
fcircumftances of the accufed. That theft and mur- 
Vol. III. 3 Y der 
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that country, but they have little known how it hat 
been collected ; you will be furprized to hear, 
that by the eftabltlhed mode of collections purfued 
for rhefe three or four) ears palt ; the foutta or 
agreement, is never preferved between the col- 
lector and the tenant, at the end of the year ; 
wherever the farmer knows that the latter has made 
any gain, he furcly feizes it, notwithftanding the 
agreement being juftly paid ; by thefe means all 
induftry is checked, and all confidence defiroyed; 
and neither labourer, farmer, collector, and fo up- 
ward to the fouzedtrs, having any truft in each 
other, it has made the whole a chain of rogues and 
plunderers; nor can any confidence berefiored but 
.by a long courfc of equitable government.*’ And 
the fupervWbt of Rungpotc, in KU letter to the 
/aid Richard Uecher, Efq*, dated 20th of Au^uft, 
1770, reprefents, 44 That the bundibult ol the 
province of Rungporc, was rupees 917,250, of 
winch only €32,797 were remitted to the city : 
that 1,010,000, was collected in the muiTuful ; 
that charges had amounted to rupees 520.000: 
that the 2cmindars and farmers had been excufed 
149,000, on account of the drought ; but that the 
poorrjotts, who were people that would receive 
c\ cry encouragement, efpecially in furh hard time?, 
had benefited nothing by the allowance, the whole 
living been collected from them; and alfo92,ooo 
rupees, which Mahmud Hufiein put on, under 
the head of mhatoor, and which, le believes, was 
received by the zemindars anJ creatures of govern- 
ment employed in the collections.” ' An 1 Mr. Ro- 
bert Wilmot, fupervifor of Jdftre, in a letter on 
Mutfi.adab-d confutations of the 29th October 



577 &j reprsfents, u That befides the avowed wi« 
bes to' the aumils in our diftricts, they 1 had num- 
bcrlefs perquifitcs, the amount totally 'Unafcertain-^ 
ably, not confifting of a piefentage on the coU 
leftions, but chiefly in rufoons eftabhlhed, as to 
the articles but not the films ; not to mention what 
was gathered under the denomination offialamies 
and this fupervtfor dates the mhatoot of his diftri&s 
at rupees X2,igr,S and falamies at rupees 1579* 
And Mr. G. G. Ducarel^ the fupervifor of 
Purnea, in a letter on Murfhadabid confultations* 
of the 13th December 1770, reprefents, tc That 
it has been annually the cuftom there, even long 
antecedent to our coming to the dewannee, at the 
time when the ryotts had nearly paid their rents, 
according to the putta or agreement, to lay on fur- 
ther afiefiments there* called bharre and gundar, 
(which are words peculiar to that .province, and 
have the fame meaning at Mhatoot in Bengal) 
either from real or pretended deficiencies : that ar- 
bitrary fines, under the name of Aboal foudtgarg, 
were an intolerable vexation to all orders of people, 
and one fource of the appearance of poverty, which 
all men dn the diftridts are defirous of putting on, 
and confequently a' great check to induftry, by 
preventing thofe who had money from employing 
it with freedom ; that thefc fines were farmed as 
part of the jumna or rent-roll of each purgunnah, 
and thofe of the town of t’urra to the cutwall. The 
farmer who was benefited by the fine, was himfejf 
the judge of the delinquent, and of the degtee of 
the penalty to be infiidted, which was levied, not 
according to the nature of the crime, but of the 
circumltances of the accufed. That theft and mur- 
Vot. Hi. 3 Y der 
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der were frequently compounded for four or five 
rupees, whilft fornication and w itchcraft were pu- 
nched \\ ith 4 or 5000 : that there was a particular 
fort of people whofe profefiion was the difeovery 
of witchcraft ; thofe accusations in other countries 
are wholly confined to the old and impotent ; here 
they fall generally on the rich and fubftantial : that 
there were alfo others, particularly women, who 
lived by the difeovery of fornication and adultery ; 
and the flighted evidence wasfufticient to warrant a 
fine to the extent of the circumftances of the accu- 
fed. That when he gave an abatement to the far- 
mers, it was on condition of their giving up, 
amongft others, this eppreffive part of the juma ; 
that there were then pofitive orders to take no fines, 
but fuch as were approved at the Sunder Ad3\vler r 
but that an evil long eftabhfiied is always difficult 
to -eradicate. He now and then heard of fame in- 
fractions of this order, by the moffufal zemindars, 
which he never failed to punifh in an exemplary 
manner; and this he hoped would in timeout 3 
flop to fo deflruflive a practice.” 

And Mr. George Vanfitiarr, the fupervifor of 
Dinagcpore, in his letter entered on Murfhcdabad 
confutations of the 31ft Pecember 1770, repre- 
fents, ** That embezzlements there the year before, 
amounted to no lefs than funnut rupees 169,6(32 ; 
but that as great part of it had been dilfipated 
amongfi: upwards of fifty thafildars, and their un- 
derlings, it was of courle irrecoverably loft : that 
the amount colle&ed was funnut rupees, 2,157,318. 

The committee find, that the exaction of exor- 
bitant intcreft for money lent to the zemindars and 

others. 
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others, has been another caufe of diminution of the 
revenues of the company in Bengal. 

The committee find, by a letter of M. R. Cawn, 
entered on feleift con fu) rations, the 5th of Q&ober 
1765, that the laid M it. Cawn complains of 
the }ofs which rhe revenues fufhains^by rbe depen- 
dents of the factories lending money to rfie zemin- 
dars and talookdars, and by their prote&ing them 
on that account from the power of the aum'ls ; he 
therein applies to the prefident to write to the gen- 
tlemen of the U&ories therein mentioned, that 
none of the dependants of the faid factories do 
lend money to the zemindars, &c. without the 
knowledge of the annuls. 

The committee find, that the ‘fclect committee 
of BengaL as appears by their minuteof 25th of 
October of the lame year, then iffiied pofitive 
orders to the chief of lubordinates, and com- 
manding officers of brigade^, prohibiting them, 
and others adting under them in inferior ftaoons, 
from lending money 10 the zem.ndars, or other 
fervants of government, 6n the fecunty of lands, 
by leafe or mortgage ; and the faid feledfc com- 
mittee, by their minute of the 31ft of October 1766, „ 
having received advice that this order had been 
tranfgrcfled to the great detriment of the collefti- 
ons ; refolved to enforce the faid order, and direct- 
ed that no money fhould in future be lent, except 
upon refpondentia, 03 any pretence whatfoever, at 
higher in cere ft: than twelve per cent, per annum ; 
and all the fums of money omftandmg at an higher 
premium, ffiould be recalled on the nth day of 
.April following. 
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The committee find, that Mr. Reid tn his Jetl 
ter to the chief and council of revenue at 
Mtufhadabad, dated the 20th of December, 1770, 
reprelents, ** That the exorbitant interefl paid 
for money taken up for payment of revenues, fell 
very heavy on the zemindars, and often in the end 
on government, and was art evil called aloud for 
remedy ; that the avowed interefl of thirty-feven and 
one half per cent, at that place, was ftill raifed in 
the articles of batta and rufum on bonds ; but in 
fome of the diftri&s it was carried to fo enormous a 
height as to be fcarce creditable ; that no produce 
of the lands could bear fo great a charge, and in 
the end zemindars mud be ruined, and rendered 
unable to pay his revenue; that it had indeed been 
the practice to pay money, fo taken up, out of 
the enfuing revenue, fo that in effedt the govern- 
ment pays the interefl, and it would be more for 
its advantage even to delay the collections a 
month, then to receive them with fo heavy, a 
future charge.” % 1 

And Mr. Middleton, in his letter from Decca, 
dated 18th of May, 1771, reprefents, “ That 
* the country had greatly depopulated by the op- 
prefiive pra&icts of the officers, to enable them 
to fulfil their engagements with merchants, of 
•whom they borrow money, for payment of the 
revenue; which, he adds, is done at a moll ex- 
orbitant and unheard of premium, and that every 
incomenience refulting from this pernicious cuf- 
tom, ultimately entered with the ryotts, who un- 
unable to anfwer the unlimited demands which the 
pincers of government were continually making 
upon them, were driven to the neceffity of defert- 
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Jng the country, by which means a confiderabfe 
quantity of land lays wafteand uncultivated.” 

The committee find, that the taking of leafes 
of lands by the fervants of the company, and 
fometimes in cafes where they were themfelves in- 
truded with the management of the faid revenues, 
and with the letting of the fa d leafes, has been 
another caufe of the diminution of the revenues 
of the company of Bengal. • 1 . ' 

It appears to your comm'tree, by a minute of 
general confultatio ns of Fort William, the 3rd of 
July, 1759, that whr-n the governor and com- 
mittee let the land of Calcutta Purgunoahs for 
three years, by public au&ion, fomc of the com- 
pany’s fervants took and leafed a pare of the lands 
of the faid Purgunnahs. 

The committee find, by a letter of the court of 
directors, of the 23d of March, 1759, thactheiaid 
court then prohibited their covenant fervants trorti 
holding any lands, towns or villages, dtredlly or 
indircftly, within or without the company’s junf- 
dittion, adding, “ That their reafons for this re- 
straint were fo obvious, that an explanation was 
unnecefiary but it appears, that this letter did 
not arrive in Bengal, till after the leafing the 
lands of the Calcutta Purgunnahs in manner 
before- mentioned. 

The committee find, that the court of directors 
by a letter of 13th ot Marti), 1761, revoked the 
before mentioned rcftri&ion, and informed the 
governor and council, that if they »ere pcrfeaiy 
Satisfied that no inconveniences could arde Iron) 
f l? c company’s fervants farming any part of the 
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jiewly acquired lands, they ihould .not: objeft to 
it ; but that the governor and council mull: affign 
their reafons to the court of directors for their 
obfervation. 

And it appears to the committee, that farms 
were afterwards held by' the company’s fervants, 
both in Calcutta Purgunnahs, and in the diftricts 
ceded by Coffim Aly Khwan. 

The committee find, in a letter cf Mr. Vcrelft, 
ftipervfibrof Burdwan, on the 13th of September 
1765, that the faid fupervifor reprefents, “ That 
after the heavy lofles and real detriment the firft 
outcry had proved of, to the whole province of 
.Burdwan, he was greatly furprized to find, on 
his arrival, that they had been again expofed to 
public fale, however, purchafers had only been 
•found for about twenty two lacks of rupees-, fo 
great was the prejudice taken at a former fale, 
2nd the whole of that very confiderably under 
the jumma-bundy of 1160, excepting the farms 
lately held by Meflrs Johtiftone, Hay, and Blots, 
on which a great advance was bid j the red of the 
provinces, for which there were no biders, be- 
came cofs,” or fell into the hands of government. 

The committee find, in alerter of the court of 
directors, of the 17th of May 1766, that the faid 
court of directors, in anfwer to the before-men- 
tioned paragraph of Mr. Verelll’s exprefled them- 
fdves in the following manner : «* \Ve have on a 
former ccc 3 fion, in our letter of the 13th ' of 
March I/61, ' permitted our fervants to bid 
at the public iale of the Calcutta .lands, but 
'we could not conceive ' fqch an indulgence could 
ever be conitrucd to admit fervants employed in 

the 




the collection of the revenues of a province to 
frlect out the moll profitable lands for themfelves ; 
for fuch is the light in which this tranfaction ap- 
pears to us, and it is one more linking proof of 
the general corruption with which all ranks were 
tainted and of the ill ufe that has been made of 
every indulgence : we direct a_ ftricl fcrutiny into 
this affair, and if it proves* true, that you will 
make a proper example of the offenders, by difc 
miffing them our fervice. This tranfaction con- 
vinces us of the necefiity of fhutting the door to 
abufes, and we thereupon pofitively order, chat 
no covenanted Servant, or Englilhman redding 
under our protection fhould be Suffered to hold 
any lands for his own account, directly or in- 
directly, in his own name, or that of others, or 
to be concerned in any farms or revenues whatso- 
ever.” 

The committee find in the before mentioned 
letter of “M. R. Khawn, entered on feleCt conful- 
tations, 5th of O&ober, 1765, that the Said M. 
R.Khawn, therein applied to the prefident to write 
to the gentlemen of certain fa&ories therein-fnen- 
tioned, that none of the dependants of the faid 
faftories lhould hold any farms, or interfere in 
the affairs of the country. 

The committee find, by the before-mentioned 
minute of feleCt committee, of the 5th of October, 
1765, that in confequence of the before-mention- 
ed representation of M. R. Khawn, the fclcCt com- 
mittee prohibited the Servants of the company 
from holding hnds. 
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¥he committed don’t find in the corrcfpoftfferfee* 
of the company, any evidence to fliew, that thd 
fervants of the company in Bengal, hold lands at 
prefent in their own names, but they have met 
with circumftances which afford ground to lufpedt 
that the company's fervants fometimes lhare with 
their banyans in the profits of lands rented by 
jthem, and in one inftance, which they will men- 
tion hereafter, they find that this practice is di- 
rcftly aflerted by the banyan, who held the lands, 
and to fliew to the houfe in what manner many of 
the abufes before-mentioned ftdl cxift in Bengal, 
to the diminution of the company’s revenues, and 
oppreflion of the country ; a copy of the confuta- 
tions of the council of revenue at Murfliadabad," 
from the fecond of September 1771, to the 23d 
of March 1772, refpefting the conduct of one of 
his majeft) ’s Britifli fubjedts employed in the com- 
pany’s fervicc in Bengal, was produced to your 
committee : it contains the complaint of the fuper* 
vifor of the diflndt Rungpoore, againft the faid 
fubjedl for imprifoning zemindars and their naibs. 
It contains the proceedings of the faid council of 
revenue, under the direction of the governor and 
council of Fort William, to bring the find fiub- 
jedrto a trial before a court martial, for difobedi- 
ence of orders for which your committee find he 
was acquitted by the faid court-martiah It con- 
tains the feveral auzes or petitions of the zemin- 
dars, farmers and natives of Rungpoore, accufing 
the faid fubjedts of extortion and oppreflion, irf 
various inftances, the detriment of the revenue ; 
it contains the inquiries made by the find council 
of revenue, under^the direction of the governor 1 
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nbd conn dll at Calcutta, into the complaiAtt cxhl* 
bited by the zemindars, farmers, and natives^ 
againft thefaid fubje&s and the dcpofitions of the 
natives who are examined on oath, and frequently 
in the prclencc of the accufed, in fupport of thefe 
charges. 

The feveral allegations contained ir\ the faid 
auzes or petitions, or in the faid dcpofitions, are, 
that the perfon fo accufed, ha\ing agreed to<ac- 
ceptoffive per cent, intcrcft per menfcm, fot 
money lent by him to the parties before-mention- 
ed, he afterwards railed the fame to fourreen per 
cent, per menfcm, and enforced the payment 
thereof by a<St$ of cruelty and oppreffion ; that a 
mhatoot of fev enty-fivc thoufand rupees was efta- 
blithcd in the diftridt of Rungporc, by the inter- 
vention of his banyan, called' Conge Ihhara 
Holdar, and part of it collected in his mailer’s 
name, and received by him, of which mhatoot 
was openly paid into the public cutchcric, and 
entered in the officers bonks, that the perfon fo 
accufed fhared in the profits of farms held by his 
banyan, that the perfon fo tccukd appointed his 
fervants and dependants to act in a juduial court 
of Fouzdr.ry, that Chiton Sirdir, who was in the 
fervice of the accufed, mule faquent e'leiirfiom 
into the province, attended bv feapoys, in which 
excurfions they feized and bound the ryotts, and, 
by falfefly accufing them of theft, adulten, rob- 
bery and other crimes, extorted from them great 
fums of money, and vaft quantities of other valua- 
ble effedts ; that whole villages had been plun- 
dered by them, and that in particular the fubftan- 
tial ryotts were there cuftomary prey, and that to 
Vol, III. 3 Z poffefs 
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pofiefs ten plowgh, was a crime, or reafon fufn. 
cient for being io plundered. — And laftly, the 
proceeding above-mentioned contained an inquiry 
into the conduct of the before-mentioned fuper- 
vifors of Rungpore, and other perions therein 
mentioned, in confequence of a charge brought 
againft them for improper condud in leafing the 
lands of the Rungpore. 

The committee think proper to obferve, that 
the proceedings of the council of revenue, in 
the cafe above-mentioned, were not finifhed when 
the Iaft fhips were difpatchcd from Bengal : the 
party accufed had not then made his defence, 
and thefc proceedings were not in the nature of a 
trial, the council of the revenue, at Murlhndabad, 
before whom they were had •, having no power for 
-that purpofe, but of an inquiry to invefligate the 
fads fo ailed ged. 

The committee have not annexed to this report, 
the proceedings of the council of revenue, in 
the cafe above-mentioned, nor any papers relative 
thereto, which afe numerous and Jong, thinking 
that they may more properly be brought before 
the houfe feperately, if, upon the before-mentioned 
reprefematton of the cafe to which chey relate, 
the houfe fliall think it proper to order any further 
proceedings thereupon. 

And, laftly. The committee enquired, whether 
there was any evidence in the books or correfpon- 
dence of the company, to Ihew that any other of 
his Majefty’s Briufli fubjeds had committed the 
like ofieqccs and, Mr. Wilkes, informed the 
committee, that he had not found, in the books 
and correspondence of the company, evidence 
. ' fufficienc 
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fufncient to charge any other B mi fh fubjeft v,itK 
the like offences. 

And the committee think proper here to ob- 
ferve, that in this, and their former reports, they 
have not ftated any fads, but fuchas they found 
in the books or correfpondence of the company, 
which they carefully examined for that purpofe, 
or fuch as appeared to them to be proved by other 
evidence laid before them ; but, in cafes where 
it was necefiary for them to be proved, that any 
particular fad or information was not to be found 
in the books or correfpondence of the company, 
they have been forc6d to rely on the evidence of 
the fworn fervants of the company ; who, in their 
refpedive departments, mbit be prefumed to 
know all that is contained therein ; for it was im- 
pofiible for the committee to perufe all the books 
and correfpondence to be found at the India 
Houfe, that any ways relate to the concerns ot 
of the company, during the many years to which 
their inquiry extends.' 

The company’s revenues arifing from the differ- 
ent provinces, and purgunnahs of Subah Bahar, 
from September‘1766, toAuguft 1767, amounted 
6,186,276 ficca rupees. 

The court of directors in a general letter to the 
prefident and council at Fort 'William, exprefs thus 
their diffatisfadion : 

When we advert to the encomiums you have 
paffed on your own abilities and prudence, and on 
youf attention to the' company’s intereft, (in the 
expoflulations you have thought proper to make on 
our appointment of commiffioners to fuperintend 
our general affairs in India) we cannot but obferv£ 

with 
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with aftonifhment, that an event of fo much im- 
portance, as the death of the nabob Se} f al Dow- 
Jah, and the eftablifiiment of a foccefibr in fo great 
a degree of non-age, fhould not have been attended 
with thele advantages for the company, fuch 
circumftances oflered to our view. 

We mean not here to difapprove the preferving 
the fucctflion in the family of Meet Jaffier ; on the 
contrary, both jufttce and policy recommend a 
jneafure which at once correfponds with the cuftoms 
and inclinations of the people of Bengal : but when 
we confider the (late of minority of the new Sobah, 
vye know not in what grounds it could have been 
thought neceflary to continue to him, the ftipen^ 
-allotted to his adult predeceflors. 

Convinced as we are, that an allowance of fix- 
teen lacks per annum, will befufficient for thefup- 
port of the nabob’s (late and rank, while a minor; 
we mud confider every addition thereto as fo much 
to be wafted on a herd of parrafites and fjeophants, 
who will continually furround him ; or at leaft be 
hoarded up, a confequence Bill more pernicious to 
the company. You arc therefore, during the non- 
age of the nabob, to reduce his annual ftipend to 
fixteen lacks of rupees; and this wc have the 
greater reafon^to require, as we find ourfclves fub- 
jefted to the payment of large fums, due from the 
'revenues of “the deuannee, before the company 
became poflefied thereof, on account of the navy 
donation, and the arreirs of that 10 the army ; the 
balance due for reftitution to Europeans , colonel 
JVJunro’s demand of two lacks , the dtbr due to 
Bolokidafs ; and the annuaKlum of one lack for 
ten jears, which we have agreed (0 pay to Juggut 
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Seat ; all 'which prefs on us with fuch united force/" 
that our treafury y/ill be unable to fatisfy ihofe fe- 
deral demands without wounding our commercial 
intereft, and -endangering our poflefiions in Ben- 
gal. Being once relieved from this load of in- 
cumbrances, the favmgs v e may expett from this 
reduction, witl properly become a tund for milita- - 
ry exigencies which fund being fulrly applicable 
to the defence of the provinces, will contribute no 
lefs to the nabob’s future benefit than to chat of the 
company* < ( r 

Ac a time when every juflifiable meafure fhould 
be adopted for availing ‘the public and the company 
of all the advantage \\e had in piofpedt from our 
pofleffion of the dewannee ;\ve cannot but reflect on 
the dilBparion of a confiderable part thereof, by 
the allowances to the nabob’s miniflers. 

And here we rauft obferve, that how p-reat foe- 
ver the application of Mahomed Reza Kawn, and 
his adherence to the company’s intereft may have 
been, l\ is rewards have been more 1 than adequate 
thereto : and as the bufinefs of the collections of 
ourrevenucs, when they fhall have been thorough- 
ly inveftigated by the fupervifors appointed for* that 
purpofe, will require little or no afliftance from 
that minifter, we muft deem' the continuance of his 
. prefent fahry, a 1 ? a watte of thofe rclourccs which 
are become fo efisntially neceftary both for the ie^ 
curity of our poficffioqs, and the extenfion ot your 
inveftments , it is therefore our pieafure, that the 
annual allowance of nt^e lacks., which he has hi- 
therto enjoyed, be qo longer continued to him ; 
but as the miniftry of the nabob u ill make it requi*, 
fit? for \ ou to appoint us his guardian, a perfon of 

expc- 
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experience in the affairs of government, and'ofap- 
proved attachment to the company’s in tereR, your 
choice muff reft on Mahomed Reza Kawn ; and you 
are to allow him whilft in that Ration, a falary of 
five lacks of rupees per annum, which we confider 
not only as fuitable to fuch Ration, but as a muni- 
ficent reward for the fervices he may render the 
company in the execution of his office. 

The annual allowance to Juggut Srnr, as af- 
fiflant to Mahomed Reza Kaw n, has been a drain 
on our revenues, without the leaft benefit from 
liis adminiftration ; for we are well a ffured, that 
he has never afforded us a fingle inflance of fer- 
vice ; his allowance therefore muff be immediately 
flruck off. , But with regard to Roy Dnolub, 
though we cannot, expeft from him any fervices 
equal to his prefent appointment, yet in confidera- 
tion of the part he has long held in the affairs of 
government and his advanced age, we are difpofed 
to continue the falary he now enjoys, but on fus 
death, this allowance is not to be given to any per- 
fon whatever.” 

At a felc£t committee, prefent, lord Clive, pre- 
fident, Harry Verelft, Efq; brigadier general Car- 
nac, Francis Sykes, Efq; December 31, 1766. 
Mahomed Rpza Kawn reprefenting to <us the 
great expence which he neceflarily incurs iiv fup- 
porung the dignity and influence of his Ration ; an 
expence which he has hitherto defrayed by receiv- 
ing thefe perquifites and emoluments ufually an- 
nexed to Kis office ; and defiring that we will now 
affign to him a Rated falary ymd provifion, which 
he thinks will prove more honourable to himfelf, 
and advantageous to the revenue. 


And' 
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- And the committee taking into ferious confide- 
ration the great importance of Mahomed Reza 
Kawn*s particular Ration, which is that of naib 
devvan and prime minifter ; the extraordinary zeal 
and abihey he has ibewn in the difeharge of his 
office ; the expediency of maintaining him in the 
full influence due to his rank, and the benefit to 
the revenue that will accrue from cutting off all 
fecret advantages and perquifites, which fo evident- 
ly open a door to manifold adts of fraud and op- 
preffion. 

Refolved, That in lieu of all the perquifites and 
emoluments hitherto received by Mahomed Reza 
Kawn- and the other minifters, agreeable to the 
cuftom of the country, there fhall in future be af- 
figned for their maintenance and fupport, an an- 
nual falary of twelve lacks of rupees ; the fame to 
be dedudted from the monthly collections, and di- 
vided between Mahommed Reza Kau-n, Roy Dool- 
luband Setabray, in fuch mannerand in fuch pro- 
portions, as (hall be fettl-d by the prefident, and 
the payment to commence on the laft day of Janu- 
ary next. 

Stoppages were made afterwards out of ftipends, 
on account of the famine; it appearing ro the 
committee highly neceffary and reafonable that the 
tribute ftipends and all extraordinary ifiues what- 
ever, fliould give place to the more urgent calls of 
government. * ' f 

Refolved, that Mr. Becher be directed to 
with-liold at leaft thirty licks from the tribute, 
and other allowances, fo that the receipts and dif-’ 
burfements may have fome proportion to each 
other ; that he be informed, with the affiftance of 

this 
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tins referved fum, he will continue to pay the 
brigades at Barampore, in garrifon at Mbngbeer* 
and all other charges of his department, and thac 
the civil and military charges of the prefidencyy 
are the utmod which can be defrayed from the 
treafury of Calcutta 

In confequence of thjs relolve, the following 
letter was wrote to Mr Becher, refident at the 
Durbar 

With concern, we obferve, the great and 
alarming dlfproportion of your receipts to your 
difburfements , and at the fame time we lament 
the calamities which have attended this country. 
We have no confolation, or refource, but ir the 
hopes of better and more favourable feafons , in 
the mean while, we mud druggie with our necefii- 
ties, and endeavour by all poilible retrenchments 
and doppages to reduce our difburfements withm 
the narrowed limits 

In conjunctures like this, neceffity compels us 
to make the conveniences of dependants, and even 
the lecter of engagements fubfervient to the exigen 
ciesof date* 1 he mimfter who enjoys fuch great 
appointment, ou^ht more particularly to give way 
to the rimes , and it would be a ridiculous and un- 
precedented maxim to regard any tribute, or di- 
pend, before the fupport of our oivn government. 
The exaCt fum which fliould be with held from each 
article, vie wouli not precifely determine , but we 
expedt that you will at lead, keep back thirty 
lacks, that fum being no mt)re than common pru- 
dence di&ates we fhould retain m our hands, to 
bring our funds and expences on fome equality, 

and 



t 555 i 

and the more efpecially ftnee the expences are cer- 
tain, and the funds precarious. 

In consequence of thefe orders, which Mr* 
Becher communicated to Mahomed Reza Khawn, 
the ftipends and allowances were kept at leait 
thirty lacks in arrears, . 

Lord Clive acquainted the committee, that the 
two Seats, Tons of thofe who were cutoffby Cofilm 
Ally Khawn, and fell a facrifice to theEnglifh 
company, had laid a claim amounting to between 
fifty and fixty lacks of rupees, thirty lacks of 
which had been lent to the zemindars ; they did 
not think the government anfwerable for, but 
that their claim of twenty one lacks, which were 
lent to the Nabob Meer'Jaffier, for the fupporc ’ 
of his and the Englifh army, was in their opinion 
juft and reafonable: however, as it would beincon- 
fiftent with equity, now that the revenues of the 
country are appropriated to the company, to pro- 
pofe that the Nabob fhould pay the whole, they 
have" thought proper to agree, that thefaid fum be 
difeharged by the company and the Nabob, in 
equal payments, within the {pace of ten years, viz, 
one lack of rupees per annum each, for the firft 
nine years, and one lack and a half each, for the 
tenth, or laft year. 

The board entirely concurred in fentimentsr 
with Lord Clive, refpefhng the juftnefs of the 
Scat’s claim to twenty-one lacks of rupees, lent to 
the late Nabob Mcer Jaffier, for the fupport of 
his and the Englifh army j and think, that the 
means they have propofed for the payment of iC 
jn equal proportions, by the company and the 
Nabob, at certain ftated periods, arc very fair 

Vol. Ill 4 A and 



1 E 5fi* A 1 

and equitable. With refpeft to the thirty lad'? 
of rupees lent to the zemindars, vve are 0/ 
opinion, they can only beconfidered in the light of 
a private loan, and tfieicfore the government, or 
company arc by no means anfv.erable for the fame. 
An agreement was made, jointly with the Nabob; 
todifeharge the debt due from the government to 
the Seat’s ; that family having fullered fo much id 
the company’s caufe, are peculiarly entitled loour 
protection. The Nabob paid to Jugget Seat 
1,050,000 current rupees, and the company paid 
the fame fum, which together made 2,100,000 
rupees. ^ 

And the balance due was 1,03 8, 624—4 rupees* 
The prefident and council- of Calcutta received z 
letter from commodore Tinker, enclofmg the tran- 
. fiation of a letter from the nabob, with a grant of 
12 lacks of rupees, which he had granted to the 
fquadron, in confideration of their fervices, and 
requefting their afliftance for procuring the pay- 
ment thereof agreeable to the terms. 

Tranflation of the letter from the Nabob to Mr* 

, Tinker, dated SthOftober 1764. * 

<l Whereas you arrived here in occafional time* 
and afforded me yotlr affiftance, I .have, herewith 
fent you inclofed a paper for 12,500,000 rupees* 
which will be paid you according to agreement* 
Whatever is right you will take for yourfelf, 3nd 
the reft you will divide in a proper manner among 
the fquadron.” 

A true copy of the tranflation. 

Bladen Tinker, 

Jhc 
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' The prefidcnt and council acquainted the com- 
modoie, that they were glad the nabob had thought 
proper to confider the fcrviccsof the fquadron ; and 
fo far as it might appear to them in Ins pou er, con- 
fident with the performance of the engagements of 
his treaty, that Mr. Tinker may depend on their 
afiiftance for procuring the punftual payment of ' 
the grant he has puffed faither repeating their ac- 
knowledgements to him for the readinefs he tefli- 
fied, in co-operating with them for the company’s 
I fervicc, fince he came to Bengal ; and requeuing 
he v ill communicate our thanks alfo, (o all the offi- 
cers and men of the fquadron. 

From an extraS of the company’s general 
letter, dated April 26, 1765,10 Bengal, it feems 
it was currently reported that an agreement 
had been made between the late governor 
and council of Fort William, fince the treaty con- 
cluded with him on the 10th of July 1763, 
by which it was ftipuiated, that the ,nabob fhould 
pay, over and above the thirty lacks for the com- 
pany mentioned in that treaty, 40 lacks by way 
, of reftitution, to make good the Ioffes of private 
' perfons ; befides_25 lacks to the army, ard 12 
lacks to the navy, 'not named in that treaty, mak- 
ing together the enormous fumof 107 lacks of ru- 
pees, which is above one million three hundred 
thoufand pounds llerling. 

- It is a very extraordinary circumfiance, that 
jtherc was no mention made in any of the letters 
from the governor and council, of n hat fum was to 
-fie given by the nabob to make good the private 
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Ioffes j although they mentioned they had regula- 
ted the payment of the reftitution to the merchants,*, 
which implied they bring in poffeffion of a fund 
for that purpofe. If the reports as to the fum fti- 
pulated to be given for this ufe; and alfo by way of 
donation to the army and navy were true, they 
purpofely omitted to acquaint the directors of the 
particular amount, from an apprehenfion that they 
could never approve of an agreement with the na- 
bob of this cord’equence, and?nr fuch exceffive large 
fums of money, without advifing them thereof, 
and giving very good reafons for a proceeding, 
which fo nearly affedted the honour and intereft of 
the company. Indeed, confidering the prefent 
ftate of the country, involved for jears paft, in con- 
tinual ware, and drained of its riches and the blood 
of it’s inhabitants, it was impoflible td fuppofe the 
company’s fervants capable of adding fo greatly to 
its miferies, by compelling, or even perfuading the 
nabob to pay fuch exorbitant fu ms ot monev, and 
at a time, when by all accounts he was himfelf in 
diftrefs. 

' We do expett and require from you,* faid the \ 
diredtors in the fame letter, a particular account 
of every fum received from the Nabob by way of 
donation, or under any other denomination, by 
any and each of our fervapts civil and mili- 
tary, whether by agreement in writing, or other- 
wife i m what manner it was obtained, and for 
what fervices, and that you immediately trans- 
mit to us copies of .all fuch agreements, and the 
particular account of Ioffes given in by each in- 
dividual, together with what proportion has beep 
already parer; and we poftmrely .forbid any far- 
ther payment till you receive our farther orders. 

We 
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We’do require from you, and we have a right' 
fo to do, a juft and preeife account of this whole 
extraordinary tranf3&ion ; the honours and reputa- 
tion of the company, and even of the nation are at 
flake; and when thofeparciculars,if true,cometobe 
known, they require the fulJeft and molt explicit' 
explanation and juftification. We can only exprefs 
our aftomftiment that fuch things have been, as 
we cannot fuggeft to ourfclves upon what prin- 
ciples the prefent Nabob could be expe&ed, per- 
fuaded, or required, to make good the lofies far- 
famed by individuals in carrying on, to their great 
imputation, and the prejudice of the company 
they ferved, a moft illicit and unwarrantable, al- 
though to them a moft lucrative trade, in the 
articles of fair, beetle nut, and tobacco j and 
we are as much at a lofs to comprehend, how the 
fervices rendered to the new nabob, could deferve 
fo exorbitant a confidcration, to be given to thofe 
who were only doing their duty in the fervice of 
their king and country, and of this company.” 

And in a feperate letter, dared 24th December 
1765 * “ We exprefs,” laid, they, “ our aftontlh- 
ment at the report then current, that 40 lacks had 
been demanded for private reftitution, and ordered 
you to detain whatever was paid on that accowm 
We fee but too much reafon to confirm that order ; 
for ic appears to us, a moft Pagrant abufe of our 
■power, to the opprefiion of the nabob and his 
country. J 

" Although it was thought fit to confirm the treaty 
-made'with Jaffier Ally Kawn in 1 757, becaule the 
capture of the fettlementhad involved the inhabitants 
lb one general ruin | and without fuch reftitution. 
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it mufl have funk under the calamity, or It would 
''have been the'work of many years to rtfiore it to 
3 flounlhmg condition ; no fuch circumftances ex- 
ited in the prtfent dale, yourfelves aggreflbrs in 
the war, and in a great meafure brought on by an 
illicit trade. Our dilpleafuie at this proceeding is 
infinitely aggravated by the time and manner in 
which the demand was made. Your flrft demand 
"Was for 20 lacks, for which you were content to 
demand an aflignment : you foon after crtcreafed 
the demand to 40 lacks, to which the nabob was 
compelled to confent, on condition it fhould Hop 
there : you then increafed the demand to 53 lacks; 
to which exorbitant fum it is raifed, by flinging 
Jn your outfiandmg debts, forcing the na'bob to 
make part payment, and prefiing him with the ut- 
moft feverity for, further payment, at the very pe- 
riod when the company's afiairs were in the mod 
Critical fitustion, before the battle of Buxar decided 
'whether we fl ould not be extirpated the country; 
and at the fame time, "'ere difirefled for money to 
carry on the war, and the inveftment borrowing 
the very money paid by the nabob to cur fervants 
pt an jntereft of eight per cent. You were in ac- 
tual pofiefliun of claims for reftitution, to the a, 
piuuntof 47 \ lacks of rupees. We cannot there- 
fore but be sftonifhed, that you did not fend us 
copips thereof ; and by your not doing it, it feems 
as if it was induftriouflv intended to keep us in the 
dark, both with refpe<£t to the names of the claim- 
ants, and the particulars of their refpedtive de- 
mands. It feems the donation to the army was 25 
Jacks, and that of the navy iz\ lacks. When we 

Confi- 
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tonfider the circumftances of the nabob arid tfic 
company at the period the demand was made for 
the army, we cannot but confide r this then an a£tof: 
the moil violent oppreffion. The exatnple of the 
£o lacks given by Hear Jafner on the revolution in 
his favour in 1757, will by no means jufiify this; 
we were then at open war with the nabob' of the 
Country ; if we were vi&orious, the army might 
pretend to the plunder of the capital, which would 
have defeated the end ; the, treafury was fuppofed 
to be very rich, and the nabob in -condition to af- 
ford it. in the prefent cafe no fuch circumftande 
exifted j you was but to reftore the fame men yoti 
had before depofed, and jou could expedl only an 
empty treafury j a country involved in war, and the 
Company ftrugglipg under every difficulty i we 
don’t mean to take from the merit of the army, 
but no fervice in the world was equal to curs by the 
great advantages that attended aflual fervice from 
the batta and other indulgences allowed them. 

There was no jull \ retention to any fuch de- 
mand, and the experience you had of the fatal 
effefts of the donation given on the former occa- 
fion, which deftroyed more than half the army by 
the exceffes it led them 10, and the remifTnefs of 
difcipline which enfued, fhould have warned you 
of* the danger of fuch gratifications ; but yet 
flagrant as the conduct of thofe who demanded 
or countenanced this trse 3 fure appears to us, every 
circumftance isheighttned in the demand of 12 5 
lacks for the navy, whofe fhips did no fervice but 
that of laving bv the walls,, and of their .meri only 
a final! detachment did duty with the artillery.' 

There 
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There js fuch a wane of humanity in the d»f» 
treffes thus wantonly heaped on the Nabob, that 
your conduft will be for ever a {tain on the na- 
tion, and is enough to raife enmities to us in every 
part of Indoftan. Your copies fent home are un- 
faithful regifters of all thofe tranfattions ; we di- 
'reft you to fend us fuch a full and explicit account 
of every particular, that we may not be at a left 
to form a true judgment of, and take the proper 
mcafures upon fo injurious a proceeding.” 

Sir Samuel .Cornilh, and commodore Tinker, 
claimed from the nabob of Bengal twelve lack, and 
a half of rupees, or about 150,000!. ftcrling, in 
behalf of his majefty's royal navy officers and fea- 
men, which his father, the late nabob Mecr Jaf- 
fier, promifed them by a written grant given un- 
der his hand, as a prefent for the affillance they 
gave him againft Meer Coffim and Sujah Dowlah, 
in conjunction with the army, which has been 
fince confirmed by his fon and fucceflor, to the fu- 
bahfhip. ryleerjafficr dying before the -payment 
of any part of the faid grant became due, thefe 
gentlemen applied to a general court of proprie* 
tors for their affiftance in recovering the money. 
As the prefent nabob had then a ftipulated allow- 
ance out of the company's dewannee, and was con- 
fequently rendered incapable to difchargc his fa- 
ther's engagements, they could not compel him to 
fulfil them. Whereupon Henry Vanfittart, efq. 
having explained the circumftances of that tranl- 
adtion, during his prefidency in Bengal, it was re- 
folved unanimoufly, “ That it be recommended 
to the court of directors, to caufe fo much of the 
donation to the navy as can be recovered.,, to be 
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paid out Of the arrears of the revenues due td thd 
nabob of Bengal ; and for fo much as they fhaU ’ 
fall fliorc of the amount -of the faid donation, rhd 
fame be paid out of the company’s dewannees, at 
fuch reafonable times as fhall be moft convenient 
to their affairs/' 

Whereupon Sir Samuel Cornifh and captain Tin- 
ker,, on behalf of the claimants, expreffed their 
grateful femiments of the court’s generous difpo- 
lition tow ards them. 

Mr. Sykes was directed to enquire ftridtly into 
the balances due to government, and to ufe every 
poffible endeavour to recover them, as the com- 
pany entertained the moll flattering hopes, that 
from thefe arrears will artfe a fund fuffkient to dif- 
charge all the public demands on the late nabob) 
for which their honour flood an/ way engaged. 

The nabob, Meer Jaffier, having agreed to 
make reftitutton to the Englifh merchants, and 
other perfons under the Englifh protection, for 
their Ioffes in the war with Cofiim Ally Kawn, as 
expreffed in the following article, the tenth in the 
treaty, 1763, viz. 

tc I will reimburfe to all private perfons the 
amount of fuch Ioffes, proved before the governor 
and council, as they may fuftain in their trade in the 
country. If I fhojld not be able to difeharge this 
in ready-money, I will give affignments of lands 
for the amount of which fums three-fourths were 
paid by the nabobs, part by Meer Jaffier before 
his death, and part by hisfucceffors, when, the re- 
venues from whence the other payments were to 
arife, fell into the pofieflion of the Eaft-India 
company.” 

Vol. III. ^ 4 B 
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Ir vv<is therefore relolved, by a genera] court of 
p opr it. tors, tc That orders fhould be forthwith 
f nt 10 the governor and Council at Bengal, for the 
i aimed 11 e payment out of the revenues of Bengal, 
Bihar, and Orjxa, of what remains unpaid of the 
laid reftitutton money, to the feveraL perfons to 
to whom it is due, according to their claims, as 
admitted and liquidated by the committee formerly 
appointed by the governor and council for that 
purpofe. It appeared from the proceeding of the 
committee of rellitution in Bengal, that the amount 
of the eftabhflied claims on that behalf vias cur- 
rent rupees. 

5 >45 7>°34** 010 

That there had been received 

from the nabob thereof - 4,146,018 109 
And that there had bcert paid > 
to the Jeveral claimants the 
fumof - 4,141,215 8 7 

fo that remained tn the hands 

of the agents only - 48,032 2 2 

It alfo appeared that no further fum was receiv- 
ed from the nabob before his desth cowards the 
difcharge of the remaining quarter part of the faid 
cla ms, amounting to current rvpeecs 1,311,016-/; 
nor fince his dearh was any part received of the ef- 
fects of which he died poffeffed. Under thrfe 
circumftances the court unanimoufiy rtfolved to 
offer it as rheif opinion to the general court, 

“ That the court of dire&ors being adVifed bv 
tli ir counfei, upon a full Bate of the cafe, that 
tli * claimants have no right, either in law or equity, 
to call upon the company for reftitution of fuch 

Iollcs 
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Joffes as Ml appear to have been fuftaincd by the 
inland trade in ialt, beetle nut and tobacco ; and 
that it will be highly improper, and inconhftent 
with the' intereft of the company either to order , 
the payment of the faid balance from the dewannee 
revenues, or to give any fandtfon or authority to 
claim the fame from the prefent nabob ; and they 
therefore recommend it to the general court, that 
as fuch claims are perfifted in, the fame may be 
decided by a decree of the high fourtpf chancery ; 
and then it will be determined, whether the trade 
carried, on by the company’s -fervants, in ,falt, 
beetle-nut and tobacco, is, or is Jtot, a breach of 
their covenants and illegal. 

The general court came at laft to the refolution, 
that the balance unpaid to the claimants of the rc- 
ftituuon fund be paid in Benga), as far as the ftate 
of the company’s treafury would admit. This court, 
at the requeft of the claimants, was held previous to 
the departure of the fupervifots for India. 

By this refolution a diferetionary power was 
veiled in the company to pay this money, when 
the Hate of their treafury would admit ; no money 
was to be paid on this account till further orders. 

The agents for the navy donation, an the ex- 
piration of the time ftipulated for payment of the 
lecond moiety, applied to the governor and coun- 
cil of Bengal, for the fame. As their treafury would 
not admit of fo large a dedu&ion, they were of- 
fered intereft bonds for the amount. The agents 
confented to the acceptance of the bonds, on con- 
dition of having bills granted, when the treafury 
might be open. 


1 hefe 
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Thefe bills were drawn at 365 days fight, and 
to bear an intereft of three per cent, per annum, 
after the expiration of the firit 90 ‘days. 

Mahomed Reza Kawn made a reprefentation to 
Jord Clive, relative to his jaghire; his lardfhip had 
been informed that he had taken out of the pro- 
vince of Eahar for his jaghire ; .fome rich and opu- 
lent di drifts, the revenues of which amounted to 
four lacks of rupees a year. 

41 My lord,” faid he, ct you were pleafed, out 
4C c*f your favour to me, to confer upon me a jag- 
e< hire, and I am perfuaded it is not jour intention 
“ that it fliould be an impoverithed ruined diftrift. 
** I diligently exert myfelf night and day in raa- 
*' naging^the affatrs of the fircar, and by the blcf- 
“ fing of God and your aufpices, the Rate of dif- 
** order in which they were involved will be re- 
44 moved.” . . t 

A jaghire was a grant of fuch a number of 
duam, valued at a Rated fum, and .in particular 
purgunnahs therein mentioned, given by the king 
to luch pcrfons who had diftinguifhed them fe Ives in 
his fervice. Thefe fo endowed formerly kept up 
a number of troops ready to march to his affiftancc; 
this cuftom has been long neglefted, ,and jaghires 
are now bought of the king’s mmiftcrs. 

The court of directors, who, in confequence of 
lord Clive’s mifreprefentations, cenfurcd Mr. Van- 
fittart as the promoter' of a revolution prejudicial to 
the company’s intereft, had on account of this very 
event, allowed him two and one half per cent, on 
the neat revenues of the company. 

As the great increafe of our revenues, faid 
they in a letter dated May 13th, 1763, arifing 
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out of the provinces, granted us by Coflim Ally 
Kawn, and the vaft improvements of thofe reve- 
nues are principally owing to the wife, prudent 
and difintereded condudt of prefident Vanfittart ; 
v/e thmlc it but reafonable, that he who preferring 
our intereft to all other confiderarions, fhould par- 
ticipate in thofe benefits he has been fo inftrumen- 
talm acquiring for us, - 

We therefore diredt, that fo long as Mr. Van- - 
littart iball continue in the government of Bengal, 
he be allowed the commiflion mentioned before, and 
that the ^payments commences with the ceflion of 
the countries, granted by Coffim Aliy Kawn. 

This additional emolument is cxpreftly to be un- 
derlfood as a diftindt reward due to the pcrfonal 
merit of prefident Vanfittart, and is abfolu'ely to 
ceafe upon his quitting the government. It is not 
to be claimed, or any ways pretended to, by our 
future governors, whofe fixed emoluments, very 
handfome and extenfive, are confined to our for- 
mer regulations. 

After fuch encomiums and extraordinary re- 
wards bsftowed upon Mr. Vanfittart’s meafures,. 
none can account for the directors inconfiftency, 
when two years after they called Mr. Vanfittart to , 
a ftri# account for the pretended malverfations of 
his precedency. 

Extra# of the general letter to the prefident and 
council at Bengal, dated the tit June, 1764, 
fenc per Lapwing and Kent. 

“ Having confidered what allowance fhould be 
fpade to Lord Clive, as prefedent and governor. 
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we have 'agreed to fettle uppn his Lordfhip, and 
,he is‘ accordingly to be allowed the fum of fix 
thoufand pounds a year, to be paid him monthly, 
to commence upon his arrival in Bengal ; which 
together with the one percent, commifiion he is 
intitled to as prefident. out of the two and one 
-and a half per cent, coinage duty, are to be in 
full confideration for all his fervices, both civil 
.and military •, confequently his Lordfhip,is to have 
no allowance whatever by way of commifiion, or 
othervvife out of the revenues, from any of our 
'.territorial acquifnions whatfoever ; and our orders 
thereupon, as contained in our letters of the 13th, 
of March, 1761, and the r3th May, 1763, are 
from tins time forward, to be null and void. 

,\Ve do not mean to hinder his Lord Ihip from 
receiving the ufual commifiion, arifing from the 
coral, and other ltcenfcd articles, configned to 
him by private merchants ; this his Lordlhip is 
to have in the ufual manner. 

For the reafons given in our letter of the eighth 
of February laft, we were not induced to fend 
pofitive orders to put a final and effeftu^l end to 
the inland trade in fait, beetle-nut, 1 tobacco, and 
in all other articles whatfoever, produced and con- 
fumed in the country. To the remarks we nude 
in that letter, we mud add one observation, 
which is, that it appears very extraordinary, that 
in a trade fo extremely lucrative to individuals, 
,the iotereft of the company fhould not have been 
a: all attended to, or confidercd.. 

Thofe orders were fent, it is true, before we 
received the new treaty you entered into .with 
'Ja/fier Ally Kawn, upon his re-tftablilhmcnr in 
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the fubahfhip, in which it is' agreed, that the 
Englilh (hall carry on their trade by means of 
their own duftucks, free, from all duties, taxes, 
and impofitions, in all parts of the country, ex- 
cept in the article of fait, on which a duty of two 
and one and a half per cent, is to be levied on the . 
rowana, or hughley market price ; wherein it is 
further agreed, >that the late penvanahs ifliied by 
Coflim Ally Kawn, granting to all merchants the 
exemption of all duties, for the fpace of two 
years, (hall be referved and called in, and the 
duties collefted as before. . 

Thefe are terms which appear to be fo very in- 
jurious to the Nabob, and to the' natives, that 
they cannot, in the very nature of then\, tend to 
any thing but the producing general heart burn- 
ings and difiatisfa&ion, and confequently there 
can be little reafon to expert the tranquility of 
the country can be permanenr : the orders there- 
of in our laid letter of the 8th of February* are 
to remain in force, until a more equitable and 
fatisfadtory plan can be formed and adopted, 
•which as it is impoflible for us to frame here, del- 
tit ute as we are of the information and lights ne- 
ceflary to guide us in fuch an important affair. 

You are, therefore, hereby ordered and directed, 
as foon after the receipt of this as may be con- 
venient, to confulc the Nabob as to the manner 
of carrying on the inland trade, in fait, bettle-nuc, 
tobacco, and other articles produced and con- 
fumed in the country, which may be moft to his 
fatisfadtion . and advantage, the inrerefl: of the 
company, and likewife of the company’s fer- 
vants. 

You 
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You are therefore to forju a proper and equa- 
ble plan for carrying on the fat'd trade, and tranf- 
inic the fame to us, accompanied by fuch explana- 
tions obfervations, and remarks, as rrtay enable 
us to give our fentimenrs and directions thereupon, 
in a full and explicit manner. 

In doing this, as before ohfefved, you are to 
1 have a particular regard to the intereft and entire 
fatisfaftion of thejrabob, both v\ith.refpeft to his 
revenues, .’and the proper fupport of his govern- 
1 ment j* in (hurt,'- this plan mult be fettled with his 
free-will and confent, and in fuch a manner as not 
to afford an) juft grounds fpr complaint. 

' In the next place, the utmoft care and atten- 
tion muft be beftow^d in forming the faid plan, 
that, in fomc proper mode or Chape, as juft and 
equitable confideration be fecuied for the com- 
pany. 

'• If any inconveniences /hall be apprehended 
to arife to "the company’s inveftments upon 
carrying on fuch an inland trade, you are to give 
us your full thoughts thereupon., and In what 
manner they may be obviated. * 

You are to give us your impartial and unbpfled 
thoughts, alfo, whether the carryingon fuch an 
inland trade may affect the juft rights and privi- 
leges'of the French, Dutch, or any Europeans, 
and tend thereby to draw on any national alterca- 
tions ard embroils, which are by all means to be 
avoided. In forming the faid plan, therefore you' 
are to be particularly careful to prevent thefe"^ or 
any evils of the like land. * 

~ And htre let it be remarked, that no perfons 
v.hatfoevcr have a right to trade within the limits 

of 
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' of the company's charter without their licence ; if. 

: any -new .tracks . , of trade afe fallen into, fufejy, 
therefore, the company’s intereft ought to have the' 
preference, and be equitably confidered) in border 
to . induce, the nr toper nut their fervants to particir 
pate in the advantages fefujring from fuch trade, 

. In the 20th' paragraph of this letter, ;\ye have 

• mentioned, that the fum of fix. thou land pounds a' 

; year is -to be allowed • lord Cltye, asfpreQdent a_h 3 ' ■ 
governor we' do not mean that -the fum'is. fo; in- 
•t elude his extraordinary. e>:pcncVs,.'ih ccale'hU !o;d- 
fhip (hall at npy 'time ^be. under .the' ueceffity of 
taking the field :V\V<r'ch*erefore . .direct,- (hat ’all ftich 
expenses be borne tiy, 'the, company ;• and' paid/to 
his lor’dibip, but , of ,‘oiirv .callr at 3 cnga'J according- 
ly, .in which all the .frugality, is recommended, that 
is confident with the ferviej e. : . /“ *•*, 

, The (aid fi*ithoqfa‘nd.- pounds a ’year is"; n tended 
as an appointment to lord Clive only, and »not-to 
be allowed .to.ahy 'future' president- .and .governor.' 
We therefore: di reft, > that an y perfonwho -fir Li im- 
mediately, and In future futcee’d. to' the government 
after Vis lordfhip,' be allowed over and above the 
pommifiion on -the coinage .duty,’ three thoufand 
pounds a year;, as fettled in our.letter of the 13th’ 
of. -March -i 76 1 , ; for fajary,. expen ces’ of his table, 
and .ail ot her charges’ land expences wha’tfoeyeiy as . 
prefident and governor, ■ ' V'/ - 

• The /general .court, of proprietors having on ac- 
> 'count of-thc critical , fituation of . the company’s af- 

• fairsjn. Bengal, reque/ted ..lord Clive to rake upon . 

.him j.hr.Chxic\p land Jthr command 

the. company’s military forces there • his lordfhip 
Jias been appointed prefident and governor accord- 

X9i! tu» - : ’'“'Vc. - 'iDgiy, 
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ingly, as mentioned in the proceeding part of tht$ 
letter 7 he intention of the general court, in de- 
fining lord CUve to go to Bengal, was, that by hi^ 
lordilnp s charafter and influence, peace and tran 
quility might be the eaher reftored and eftablifhed 
in that fubahlhip In order, therefore, to anfwer 
the purpofesj in a manner that we apprehend may 
prove moll effectual, we have thought proper tq 
appoint a committee on this occafion, confiding 
of his Lordfiiip, Mr William Brightwel) Sum- 
ner, Brigadier General Carnac , alfo Meflrs Har- 
ry, Verelft, and hrancis Sykes, to whom we do 
hereby give full powers to purfue whatever means 
they lhall judge molt proper to attain thofe defire- 
able ends , bur, however, in all cafes, where it 
can be done convenient!}, the council at large is 
to be confuked by the faid committee, though 
the power of determining is to be in that com- 
mittee alone We further direft, thatasfoonas 
peace and tranquility are reftored and eftablifhed 
in the fubahlhip of Bengal, then the faid extra- 
ordinary powers are immediately to ccafe, and 
the faid committee be diffok ed 

As we would have the faid committee, as long 
as it is neccflavy to exift, as before-mentioned, td 
confiftof fi\e members, in cafe thereof, a vacancy 
or vacancies, by death or abfence from Fort Vyd- 
liam, they are to be filled up by the faid com- 
mittee, out of thecml members of the council, 
as they think proper from time to time 
^ We are alfo to inform you, and direift, that the 
find committee is to be the committee foe defend- 
ing the fettlcmcnts in cafe of being attacked by an 
crcmj, agreeable to the directions and rules, laid 

down 
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down in our letter of the 12th of May; 1758* 
to which is to be added, Sir Robert Barker, the 
toloneland commandant of the corps of artillery. 

The powers of the faid committee are by no 
means meant to invalidate or dtfpence with, or 
m any ways prevent the canning into execution 
the orders contained in the 53d paragraph of this 
letter, with refpeft to the deed of covenant of all 
our fervants both civil and mihrary, are to enter 
into, according to the true intent and meaning of 
the faid covenant.” } 

Tort ‘William, the 19th of September, 1 y 66 . 

At a feleft committee, prefent the Right Honour- 
able Lord Clive prefident, Brigadier General 
Carnac; Harry Verel ft, Efq 
The right honourable the prefident has Urged 
the neceflity of reftnftmg the future governors 
of this prefidency, in points of trade and private 
mtereft, with arguments of fo much force and 
conviftion, in the following minute, that we un- 
animoufly agree in recommending his Lord fhi p’s 
propofals to the board, that it may be carried 
into execution with all convenient difpatch 

Our attention as a feleft committee, in- 
verted with extraordinary powers by the court of 
directors, has been conftantly engaged in re- 
forming the abufes which had crept into the 
ftveral departments of this government , the 
important work, has been ftcadily profecuted 
with 2eal, diligence, and difintereftrdnefs on our 
parts, and the facccfs of our iabotir gnes as rca- 
fon to hope that our cmplo)crs will be of opinion, 
ha\ e ettabUfh<-d many ufcful and ncceftary 
regulations , 
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regulations; many others, however, are (lilt tfranfi 
ing to compleac our plan ; but I doubt not that 
the fame principles, which -have hitherto guided 
'our conduit ill continue to direct and to juftity 
-‘the meafilres xve have yet to purfue. 

To place the prefident in fuch a fituznau, as 
-will render his government completely honourable 
*to himfelf, and advantageous to the company, 
appears to be an objed of as 'much confequtnce, 
-as any that has been taken into ourconfideration ; 
adhere fuch immenfe revenues arc concerned, 
where power and authority arc fo enlarged, and 
where the eye of juftice* and of equity fhould be 
ever watchful. A governor ought not to be em- 
barrafled with private buGnefs; he ought to be 
free from every occupation in which his judgment 
can pofllbly be buffed by his inrereft. The cx- 
tenfive commercial affairs, the ftudyof the finances* 
the politics of the country, the cpiftolary corre- 
fpondence, the proceedings of both council 3nd 
commntrc, thefe are fufficient to employ every 
moment of his time; and I am confident, that 
they cannot be conducted with the requifirc atten- 
tion to the companj’s inrereft, if the mind of the 
governor be diverted, by complicated mercantile 
accounts of his own. 

If we look b-’ck upon thofe~ unhappy di/Tcnfions 
which have frequently brought the company's pof- 
feflions in Bengal almoG to the point of deftruc- 
tion ; we {haU find, that they have generally pro-'’ 
cceded from the conduil of governors, u ho, fo 
eager in purfuit of private intereft, Ime involved 
thcmfelvcs in afiatis which could not be reconciled 
to the flnit principles of integrity, to prevent 

feru times 
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JcrUtiriies ind difcovencs, which might in de- 
gree afFcft their honour, they have frequently 
been reduced co the neccfiity of conniving at 
abufes, which would otherwife have been brought 
to light, and remedied The welfare of th^s great 
company (hould be the foie (ludy of n governor, 
Attached to that point alone , his meafures could 
never be thwarted by the malice of oppofibonV 
becaufe they would all be propofed for the public 
good , and atfhons will always be juftified or con- 
demned, from the principals on which they art 
founded. Such a ftate of independency and ho- 
nour, muft be highly eligible to a governor ; and, 
in my opinion, it can only be acquired by cutting 
off all poQIbiltty of his benefiting b/ trade, or by 
that influence which "his power necefTarily gives 
him in thofc opulent provinces. 

I therefore propofe, that- the governor fhall, in 
the mod public manner, in the prefence of all 
fhe company’s fervanrs, the mayor, and aldefmen, 
ilnd free merchants affembled at the mayor’s court, 
take the oath, and execute the penalty bond here- 
unto annexed 

The confiderations I have propofed, is one 
eighth per cent upon the revenues, excepting 
thole arifing from the company’s own lands at 
Calcutta, Burdv/an, Midnapore, and Chittagong. 

Although by thefe means a governor will not 
be able ro amafs a fortune of a million, or half a 
million, m tne fpace of two or three years, yet ne 
will acquire a very handfome independency, and be 
in that very fituation which a man of nice honour, - 
and true zeal for the fcrvice, would wi*h to poflcfs. i 
l 
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Thus (i luatcd, he may defy all oppofitron h 1 
council, he will have nothing to afk, nothing to 
propoie, but what he means for the advantage of 
his employers • he may defy the law, becaUfe there 
can be no foundation for a bill of dilcovery, and 
he may defy the obloquy of the world, beuufe 
there can be nothing cenfurabre in his conduct , Ml 
fhort, if {lability can be infured to fuch a govern- 
ment »as this, where riches have been acquired fn 
abundance, jn a fmall fpace of time, by .all ways 
and means, and by men with or without capaci- 
ties, it mull be effected by a governor thus re- 
flntted, and I fhall think it an honour it my pro- 
'pofal be approved, to fet the firft example* * 

] The oath to be taken m the moft public manner 
by the prefident. 

, The penal bond to be entered into by the preJ 
fideot* 

Ordered, That the above oath and bond be en- 
tered after the proceedings; 

(Signed) Clive, John Carnac, H Verelft. 

Mayor's Court at Calcutta, at Fort William in 
Bengal; 

At a court held ori Wednefday the firfl day of 
October, in the fiotth,ypar of the reign of our fove- 
rcign lord fcreorge’ the third, king of Great Britain, 
Trance and Ireland, king, defender of the faith, &t. 
and in the year of our lord, one thoufand feven 
hundred and fixry-fix. 


Trefent; 
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iPrefent. 

James Letter, Efq; major, Mr' Robert Do- 
Jjinfon, Mr. Thomas Woodward, Mr. (Cornelius 
(Goodwin, Mr. David Killican, Mr. Matthew 
Miller, Mr Thomas French, Mr. George Leary 
and Mr. Jofeph Jekjll, Aldermen. > > 

This being the day appointed for the right ho-' 
pourable Robert lord Clive, who now is governor 
or prefident of Fort ’William, m Bengal aforefaid, 
to take an oath, or make an affidavit tn the faid 
court, and execute a deed or covenant, in a large 
penalty which are expected and intended to be 
Iworn to, and renewed or executed by all future 
governors, orprefidents of Fort William in Bengal 
gforefaid. ' 
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